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A. MATTERS FOR ADOPTION BY THE 28TH SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 

COMMISSION 

Proposed Amendments to the Procedural Manual 

1. Proposed Amendments to the Procedural Manual Resulting form the Abolition of the Acceptance 
Procedure (para. 89, Appendix II) 

Governments and international organizations wishing to submit comments on the above amendments should do 
so in writing to the Secretary, Codex Alimentarius Commission, Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, 
FAO, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy before 30 May  2005. 

B. REQUEST FOR COMMENTS AND INFORMATION 

2. Proposed Draft Working Principles for Risk Analysis for Food Safety (paras. 52-53). 

Governments and international organizations are invited to make proposals on the objective and scope of the 
document, as well as the elements that should be included therein, to the Secretary, Codex Alimentarius 
Commission, Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, FAO, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 
Rome, Italy, with a copy to Dr. F.E. Scarbrough, U.S. Manager for Codex, U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
1400 Independence Avenue SW, Room 4861 – South Building, Washington, DC 20250, Fax: 001 202 720 
3157, Email: ed.scarbrough@fsis.usda.gov,  before 30 July  2005. 
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 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
 

 

 The summary and conclusions of the 22nd Session of the Codex Committee on General 
Principles are as follows: 

Matters for adoption by the Commission: 

The Committee 

- agreed to forward to the Commission the Proposed Amendments to the Procedural 
Manual Resulting form the Abolition of the Acceptance (para. 89, Appendix II); 

- agreed to discontinue work on the revision of the definition of “food” in the Procedural 
Manual (para. 97); 

- agreed to initiate new work on Proposed Amendments to the Rules of Procedure: 
duration of the term of office of the Members of the Executive Committee (para. 111); 

Other matters of interest to the Commission: 

The Committee 

- agreed to return the Proposed Draft Working Principles for Risk Analysis for Food Safety 
to Step 2/3 for redrafting and further comments (para. 54); 

- agreed to forward the Proposed Draft Revised Code of Ethics for International Trade in 
Foods to the Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems 
with specific questions concerning food import and export  (paras. 72-73); 

- agreed to consider the following questions at its next session: clarification of the term 
“interim” (para. 21); proposed amendments to the Elaboration Procedure (para. 16); new 
definitions of risk analysis terms related to food safety (para. 24); proposals concerning 
the management of the work of the Committee on Food Hygiene (para. 30); and the 
structure, content and presentation of the Procedural Manual. 
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ALINORM 05/28/33A 

INTRODUCTION 

1) The Codex Committee on General Principles held its Twenty-second session in Paris, France, from 
11 to 15 April 2005 at the kind invitation of the Government of the French Republic. The Session was 
chaired by Professor Michel Thibier, Director-General of Education and Research, Ministry for Agriculture, 
Food, Fisheries and Rural Affairs. The session was attended by 215 delegates representing 72 member 
countries, one Member Organization (EC), one observer country, and 26 international organizations. A full 
list of participants, including the Secretariat, is attached as Appendix I. 

OPENING 

2) The Session was opened by Mr Guillaume Cerutti, Director-General of Competition Policy, 
Consumer Affairs and Fraud Control, who welcomed the participants on behalf of the French government. 
Mr Cerutti congratulated the Codex Committee on General Principles for its achievement during the last few 
years regarding the reform of procedures which have helped Codex increase its efficiency and transparency. 
He also stressed the importance of its work on the establishment of principles for risk analysis for food safety 
intended for governments and on the revision of the Code of Ethics for International Trade in Food. Mr 
Cerutti emphasised that it was important for all parties involved in ensuring food safety to adopt an approach 
basing their decisions on risk analysis. He encouraged delegates to endeavour to define guiding principles for 
action, encompassing science, precaution and other legitimate factors. With regard to the aspects of ethics 
and food safety, he suggested that the free exchange of food should be built on due consideration to countries 
lacking effective means of controlling the safety and quality of foodstuffs. Mr Cerutti wished the delegates 
all success in their work.  

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda Item 1)1 

3) The Delegation of India pointed out that the documents relating to Agenda Items 7 and 8, and 
document CX/GP 05/22/2-Add.1 referred by the Committee on Food Hygiene under Agenda Item 2 had been 
received very late and therefore proposed to delete these items from the Agenda and to consider them at the 
next session.  

4) Several delegations stated they had not had the opportunity to consider the document CX/GP 05/22/2-
Add.1 in detail at the national level. The Committee noted that the next session of the Committee on General 
Principles (April 2006) would meet in time to provide its comments to the next session of the Committee on 
Food Hygiene (November 2006) on the matter referred. After some discussion, that Committee agreed that the 
Chairperson of the CCFH would provide a short introduction to document CX/GP 05/22/2-Add.1, and clarify 
the intent of the CCFH, with a view to obtaining a preliminary advice from the WHO Legal Counsel.  

5) The Committee agreed to consider Agenda Item 7 and 8 as scheduled in the Provisional Agenda, with 
the understanding that no final conclusions would be reached at the present session. 

6) The Committee agreed with the proposal of the Delegation of Canada, supported by other delegations, 
to consider Agenda Item 3 - Proposed Draft Working Principles for Risk Analysis for Food Safety after 
Agenda Item 4 in order to give more time for delegates to consider this item prior to its discussion in the 
plenary session. 

7) With these amendments, the Committee approved the Agenda as proposed in document CX/GP 
05/22/1. 

MATTERS REFERRED BY THE CODEX ALLIMENTARIUS COMMISSION AND OTHER 
CODEX COMMITTEES (Agenda Item 2)2 

Amendments to the Elaboration Procedure 

8) The Committee recalled that the 27th Session of the Commission had referred the comments made by 
the Delegation of India concerning the revised Uniform Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards 
and Related Texts to the Committee on General Principles. The 21st (Extraordinary) Session of the 
Committee had agreed that no work should be undertaken on a definition of “consensus” at this stage and 
that the detailed comments of the Delegation of India should be considered by its next session. 

                                                 
1  CX/GP 05/22/1 
2  CX/GP 05/22/2, CX/GP 05/22/2-Add.1, CRD 1 (comments of India), CRD 8 (comments of the EC)  
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9) The Delegation of India presented its written comments in CRD 1 and expressed the view that the 
issues raised at the last session should be considered as a separate Agenda Item. The Secretariat indicated 
that these issues had been included in Agenda Item 2 as they had been referred back from the last session of 
the Committee.  

10) The Committee had a general discussion on the proposals of the Delegation of India to introduce 
several amendments to the Uniform Procedures for the Elaboration of Codex Standards and Related Texts, 
aiming at addressing the following issues: the reference to decisions taken by consensus, including a 
definition of that term; the need to take into account the situation of developing countries; and the scope of 
the critical review by the Executive Committee.  

11) Several delegations supported the conclusion of the last session that no new work should be 
undertaken on a definition of “consensus” until more experience had been gained on the application of the 
Measures to Facilitate Consensus, adopted by the 26th Session of the Commission. Several other delegations 
expressed the view that the notion of consensus was essential to the work of Codex and should be defined, or 
alternatively the decision making process should be clarified in order to ensure transparency and consistency 
throughout Codex. 

12) Several delegations expressed the view that it was not possible for them to take a position at the 
present session on the proposals in CRD 1 as they had not been available prior to the session. Some 
delegations noted that these proposals were identical to those made at the last session and proposed to have a 
preliminary discussion.  

13) Several delegations expressed their general concern with the multiplication of CRDs in Codex 
meetings since it was difficult for delegations to discuss documents without adequate consultations at the 
national level. Some delegations questioned the status of CRDs and suggested to address this problem in the 
Procedural Manual. Some delegations and observers expressed the view that CRDs should be available to 
delegates that were not present at the meeting and suggested that they could be placed on the Codex website 
or distributed electronically. 

14) The Codex Secretariat indicated that CRDs could be distributed to the Codex electronic lists of 
distribution following Codex sessions wherever possible.  

15) Some delegations noted that in some cases comments were late because working documents were 
distributed late, and were not available in all the working languages of the Committee. Some delegations 
expressed the view that, when documents were distributed well in advance, members should make all efforts 
to reply in time to the requests for comments, so that these comments could be translated into other 
languages before the meeting.  

16) After some discussion, the Committee agreed that the Delegation of India would prepare a 
discussion paper providing the objectives and rationale for the proposed changes to the Elaboration 
Procedure for consideration by the next session of the Committee, as a separate Agenda Item.  

Definition of the term “interim” 

17) The Delegation of Chile, referring to the discussion at the 27th Session of the Commission, indicated 
that the Committee on General Principles was asked by the Commission to consider a definition or 
clarification of the term “interim” for the purpose of the adoption of standards. The Delegation also proposed 
to seek advice from the SPS Committee of the WTO on the status these texts adopted on an interim basis 
might have under the WTO Agreements.  

18) Some delegations questioned the need for Codex to define what is meant by an “adoption on an 
interim basis” since no particular problem appeared to have arisen in practice from such an adoption. It was 
indicated that all Codex texts were subject to amendment when required. It was also noted that some 
decisions had been taken by the Commission on an interim basis in order to obtain the views on a given issue 
from several subsidiary bodies meeting separately, without unnecessarily delaying the progress of work in 
Codex. 

19) Other delegations, supporting the view expressed by Chile, stated that clarification was still useful in 
order to obtain a common understanding of the term within Codex and its implications. 

20) The Secretariat informed the Committee that in the past, interim adoptions were made by the 
Commission in order to commit itself to review its decisions in the light of imminent developments relative 
to the subject matter by specifying the steps to be taken and the timeframe to be observed for undertaking the 
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review. Otherwise, standards or definitions adopted on an interim basis were considered to have the same 
status as those of “non-interim” nature. 

21) The Committee agreed that the Secretariat would prepare a discussion paper, for consideration at the 
next session of the Committee, describing the instances where the Commission had adopted standards and 
related texts on an interim basis as well as proposals to clarify the term “interim” and the conditions under 
which the Commission could adopt standards and related texts on an interim basis. 

Committee on Meat Hygiene 

22) In addition to the information provided in CX/GP 05/22/2, the Delegation of New Zealand proposed 
to consider the development of Codex-wide definitions for “risk based” and “science based”, since these 
terms were used frequently and some times imprecisely within the framework of Codex and elsewhere. The 
Delegation noted that some standards might be considered as “risk based” even though a complete risk 
analysis had not been carried out, and that such definitions would be especially relevant in relation to the 
provisions of the SPS Agreement. 

23) The Committee noted that the definitions proposed by the Committee on Meat Hygiene were already 
included in the Draft Code of Hygienic Practice for Meat, submitted for adoption by the 28th Session of the 
Commission and would not be affected by the development of general definitions in the CCGP at this stage, 
but could be reviewed in the future if required. 

24) After some discussion, the Committee agreed that it would be premature to decide on the need for 
new work on definitions at the present session and welcomed the offer of the Delegation of New Zealand to 
prepare a discussion paper providing the background to the proposed definitions, taking into account the 
recommendations of the last session of the CCMH, for consideration by the next session.  

The Management of the Work of the Committee on Food Hygiene3 

25) The Chairperson of the Committee on Food Hygiene (CCFH) introduced document CX/GP 05/22/2 
Add.1, stating that the text referred from the 37th Session of the Committee on Food Hygiene to the 
Committee on General Principles reflected the continuing effort of the CCFH to make its work management 
more efficient and streamline its process, as other Codex Committees had already established a standing 
mechanism of setting priorities of work, while keeping consistency with the established Codex procedure. 

26) The Delegation of Chile stated that working groups, including that mentioned in the text from 
CCFH, should ensure appropriate geographical representation and participation of developing countries.  

27) In reply to the questions raised by some delegations, the Chairperson of the CCFH clarified that the 
ad hoc Working Group mentioned in paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Appendix of the text “Proposed Process by 
which the Codex Committee on Food Hygiene will undertake its work” was meant to be an open-ended 
working group chaired by one of the delegations, which would be convened on the day immediately 
preceding the opening of a plenary session of the CCFH with a view to forwarding its recommendations to 
the Committee. In regard to paragraph 15 of the abovementioned text, the Chairperson of the CCFH noted 
that it might be more appropriate to further differentiate the nature and scope of requests addressed by the 
CCFH to FAO/WHO bodies on one hand and to other international scientific bodies such as ICMSF on the 
other. 

28) The Representatives of FAO and of WHO welcomed the initiative of the CCFH aiming at effectively 
prioritising its work programme. The Representatives stressed that given the limitation in available resources 
of FAO and WHO to provide scientific advice to Codex and to member states, Codex subsidiary bodies, 
including the CCFH, should describe the scope and objective of requests for scientific advice as precisely 
and specifically as possible, including the expected Codex outcome based on such advice. 

29) The Committee also noted that the text referred from the CCFH actually contained two elements, 
one addressing the process for prioritization of work, which basically fell under the responsibility of the 
CCFH as long as the proposed mechanism adhered to the overall Codex procedure, and the other concerning 
the interaction between the CCFH and scientific bodies conducting risk assessments. It was suggested that 
the latter element could be considered a useful documentation of the risk analysis process followed by the 
CCFH, and could further be developed for inclusion in the Procedural Manual in the future. 

                                                 
3  CX/GP 05/22/2 Add.1,  
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30) After the preliminary exchange of views and discussion as above, the Committee on General 
Principles agreed to consider this matter again at its next session. The Committee agreed to request legal 
advice from the Legal Counsels of FAO and WHO on the consistency of the texts referred from the 
Committee on Food Hygiene with Codex procedures. 

PROPOSED DRAFT WORKING PRINCIPLES FOR RISK ANALYSIS FOR FOOD SAFETY 
(Agenda Item 3)4 

31) The Committee recalled that its last session had decided to convene a working group co-chaired by 
Argentina and Canada prior to the 21st (Extraordinary) Session with a view to preparing a revised version of 
the Working Principles in the light of the comments received. 

32) The Chair of the Working Group, Dr Anne MacKenzie (Canada), presented its report on behalf of 
the co-chairs, Canada and Argentina. The Working Group had considered the compilation of comments 
available in CX/GP 05/22/4, Annex III, and a general discussion had taken place on the basis of the general 
questions posed in document CX/GP 04/20/4, especially as to the opportunity of proceeding with the 
development of principles intended for governments. The Working Group had noted that the following 
positions had been put forward: 1) no new principles were needed; 2) a new text would be necessary which 
would address “higher” principles; 3) discussion should continue on the text under consideration; 4) 
discussion should continue but the section on precaution should be removed. 

33) The Working Group had then considered the text of the Proposed Draft Working Principles, in 
accordance with its mandate, and had completed the discussion on paragraphs 1 to 22 (General Provisions 
and Risk Assessment), but had not been able to consider the provisions on risk management and risk 
communication due to lack of time. 

34) The Chair of the Working Group concluded that the key issues for the consideration of the 
Committee were whether or not to continue work on the proposed draft principles; and the placement within 
these principles of the concept of caution/prudence/precaution. The discussions of the Working Group were 
available in document CX/GP 05/22/4, including the revised draft document as Annex II and the comments 
received as Annex III. 

35) The Committee expressed its appreciation to the Delegations of Argentina and Canada and to the 
Working Group for their considerable efforts to achieve progress on the complex issues of risk analysis, and 
discussed how to proceed further with the Proposed Draft Working Principles.  

36) The Delegation of Mexico expressed the view that there was no need to proceed with the 
development of risk analysis principles intended for governments as the adopted Working Principles for Risk 
Analysis for Application in the Framework of Codex provided adequate guidance and the FAO/WHO 
Manual under development would be more useful to facilitate the application of risk analysis in developing 
countries. The Delegation also expressed its objection to the inclusion of the concept of precaution as it 
could allow countries to introduce measures which had no clear scientific basis. These positions were 
supported many delegations, including the Delegation of Cuba, and some observers. 

37) Some delegations pointed out that precaution was a qualified exception under the provisions of the 
SPS Agreement and therefore when necessary, national authorities could adopt the necessary measures to 
ensure consumers' health protection. These delegations therefore expressed the view that it was not necessary 
to include this question in the document.  

38) Many delegations supported the inclusion of the concept of precaution in the document. Questions 
were raised as to why, when precaution was applied widely in practice, the concept should not be mentioned 
in the document. 

39) The Delegation of the European Community, supported by many delegations and several observers, 
expressed the view that the Committee should proceed with the development of risk analysis principles 
intended for governments, in view of the necessity of such guidance at the international level in the light of 
Article 5.1 of the SPS Agreement. The Delegation also drew the attention of the Committee to the proposals 
put forward in CRD 8 in order to overcome the divergence of views regarding the issues of precaution, for 

                                                 
4  CX/GP 05/22/4, CRD 1 (comments of India), CRD 2 (comments of Paraguay), CRD 6 (comments of Peru),  

CRD 7 (comment of Indonesia), CRD 8 (comments of the EC), CRD 9 (comments of Chile), CRD 10 (comments 
of Canada), CRD 12 (comments of Malaysia)   
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which it was proposed to take on board the corresponding conclusions of the last session of the Coordinating 
Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean, and the reference to “ecological and environmental 
conditions” in the Proposed Draft Working Principles. 

40) The Delegation of Chile, referring to the last session of the Coordinating Committee for Latin 
America and the Caribbean5, stated that it supported the elaboration of Codex principles for risk analysis 
intended for governments provided that in risk management, precaution was considered in an exceptional, 
qualified, and provisional form with a scientific basis. The Delegation also noted that there was no consensus 
on this issue and proposed, as an alternative, to develop principles for risk assessment as a first stage, taking 
into account the provisions of Article 5.1 of the SPS Agreement. This position was supported by the 
Delegation of Thailand.  

41) Other delegations expressed the view that risk assessment should not be addressed separately from 
risk management and risk communication, that the Committee should provide recommendations on risk 
analysis as a whole, including on how to address the issue of scientific uncertainty. 

42) The Representative of WTO recalled that Article 5.1 of the SPS Agreement requested members to 
base their measures on an assessment of the risks, taking into account risk assessment techniques developed 
by the relevant international organizations. The Representative stated that OIE and IPPC had developed 
guidance to governments on risk assessment and that it would be helpful if Codex could provide similar 
guidance as regards food safety. The Representative further indicated that Codex guidance encompassing all 
components of risk analysis would assist governments in taking action in an appropriate and objective way, 
consistent with Article 5.7 of the SPS Agreement. 

43) Several delegations and some observers expressed the view that the adopted Working Principles, the 
recommendations of the various FAO/WHO Expert Consultations held on risk analysis and the FAO/WHO 
Manual on risk analysis under development would provide adequate guidance to member countries, and in 
particular to developing countries, and therefore the development of risk analysis principles was not 
necessary. Some of these delegations pointed out that the basic principles of risk analysis did not differ 
between international and national settings and that the provisions of the Proposed Draft Working Principles 
for Food Safety duplicated the provisions of the adopted Working Principles. 

44) Other delegations and observers stated that, since the draft FAO/WHO Manual was intended to 
provide to countries didactic material including case studies, and the adopted Working Principles were 
applicable in the framework of Codex, a set of principles intended for governments was still necessary in 
order to facilitate harmonization in the application of risk analysis, in the interest of both developed and 
developing countries, and both importing and exporting countries.    

45) The Representative of WHO pointed out that the decision to split the Working Principles into two 
documents had been taken by the Committee, that the provisions on risk analysis were largely based on the 
recommendations of the first Joint FAO/WHO Expert Consultation on risk analysis, and recalled that such 
consultations were convened in order to facilitate Codex work on risk analysis. The Representative stressed 
the importance of intergovernmental recommendations developed by Codex and noted that training manuals 
had a different scope and purpose. The Representative informed the Committee that the revised International 
Health Regulations, to be considered for adoption by the next session of the World Health Assembly, 
referred to all relevant diseases, including foodborne diseases. The Representative noted that member 
countries, in order to apply the revised Regulations, would need appropriate guidance on how to assess risks, 
and stressed the importance of Codex work in this respect.  

46) In reply to some questions, the Representative of FAO informed the Committee that the draft joint 
FAO/WHO publication “Food Safety Risk Analysis – An Overview and Framework Manual” had already 
been tested in the field in some regions and that it would be published later in the year. The Representative 
pointed out that the Manual had been developed by FAO and WHO for training purposes whereas Codex 
principles were the result of discussion and consensus between member countries. The Representative also 
informed the Committee that the 19th Session of the FAO Committee on Agriculture would consider the 
issue of Sustainable Agriculture and Rural Development and Good Agricultural Practices, and FAO’s 
Strategy for a Safe and Nutritious Food Supply, which focuses on the food chain approach to food safety in 
FAO programmes. 
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47) Several delegations from developing countries drew the attention of the Committee to the difficulties 
they faced at the national level in the application of risk analysis, due to lack of infrastructures and training, 
and stressed the need for technical assistance from FAO and WHO in this area.   

48) The Delegation of New Zealand, while strongly supporting the continuation of work in this area, 
called for a fundamental restructuring of the Proposed Draft Principles in order to provide practical guidance 
to governments in the application of risk analysis, and with specific focus on the provisions that were 
relevant for governments, especially enforcement, monitoring and review, in the framework of a structured 
approach to risk analysis. Several delegations supported this proposal and stressed the need for constructive 
work to develop a holistic approach to risk analysis that would provide guidance to all countries, pay due 
attention to the series of Joint FAO/WHO Expert Consultations on risk analysis. Some delegations proposed 
that the work undertaken to date be taken into account as part of the work proposed by New Zealand.   

49) The Committee discussed whether to establish an electronic Working Group that would initiate the 
development of a new document on the basis of new proposals put forward by member countries.  

50) Several delegations questioned the usefulness of establishing a new working group as the earlier 
working group convened in November 2004 had not been able to reach consensus, no new elements had 
appeared that would facilitate consensus, and there was no merit in convening a working group if no specific 
proposals were put forward for discussion. 

51) Other delegations expressed the view that the document in its present form did not provide adequate 
guidance and that they could agree to proceed with work on risk analysis only if the structure and content of 
the document were completely revised.  

52) After some further discussion, the Committee acknowledged that there was no consensus on whether 
to proceed with the Principles in their present form. The Committee noted that there was some level of 
consensus on the proposal of New Zealand as a way to take the matter forward. The Committee therefore 
agreed that a Circular Letter would invite proposals from members and observers on the objective and scope 
of a future Codex document, as well as the elements that should be included in the document, for 
consideration by an electronic working group chaired by the United States, with Malaysia and Morocco as 
co-chairs. Consideration by the working group would not be limited to the existing document. On the basis 
of the proposals and comments received, the Working Group would develop the structure and outline of a 
possible new document, which would be circulated for comments and consideration at the next session. With 
a view to facilitating discussion in the plenary session of the Committee, the host country would consider the 
possibility of hosting a physical meeting of the working group prior to the 23rd Session, in order to consider 
the comments and proposals received and, if possible, to determine those elements or sections that could be 
developed rapidly and those that would require further discussion.  

53) Some delegations suggested that the FAO/WHO Trust Fund be used to support the participation of 
developing countries in the physical meeting of the working group.   

Status of the Proposed Draft Working Principles for Risk Analysis for Food Safety 

54) The Committee agreed to return the Proposed Draft Working Principles to Step 2 for redrafting by a 
Working Group, comments at Step 3 and consideration by the next session of the Committee.   

PROPOSED DRAFT REVISED CODE OF ETHICS FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN FOODS  
(Agenda Item 4)6 

55) The Secretariat recalled that the 20th Session of the Committee had agreed to seek the advice of the 
27th Session of the Commission as regards the need to revise the Code of Ethics. The Commission had 
agreed to address six questions to the Committee on General Principles in order to clarify the issues 
involved. These questions had been subsequently circulated for comments in Circular Letter CL 2004/57-GP. 
In addition, all FAO/WHO Coordinating Committees had been invited to discuss this issue and their 
comments were presented in CX/GP 05/22/5-Add.1. 

                                                 
6  CL 2004/57-GP, CX/GP 05/22/5 (comments of Argentina, Australia, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Cuba, 

European Community, New Zealand, Paraguay, Tonga, United States, CI, IACFO, IBFAN CX/GP, CX/GP 
05/22/5-Add.1 (comments of Coordinating Committees),   CX/GP 05/22/5-Add.2 (comments of Nigeria, ISO), 
CRD 2 (comments of Paraguay), CRD 3 (comments of Cuba), CRD 4 (comments of Kenya), CRD 9 
(comments of Chile), CRD 12 (comments of Malaysia), CRD 13 (comments of the Philippines) 
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56) The Chairperson invited the Committee to consider the questions put forward in the Circular Letter 
one by one. The Committee discussed the first question concerning the need for a Code of ethics; however 
since the questions were closely related, other aspects were also considered in the discussion.  

57) The Delegation of Senegal pointed out that the Code provided ethical principles but that the main 
problem faced by developing countries was the lack of infrastructures and trained personnel to implement 
efficient food control at the national level, including at the import stage. Several delegations stressed the 
difficulties of developing countries in this area and supported the continuation and strengthening of FAO and 
WHO technical assistance in order to improve food control systems. Some of these delegations expressed the 
view that capacity building in the area of food control would assist developing countries more effectively 
than the development of general principles in a code of ethics. The Delegation of Zimbabwe was particularly 
concerned with the need to strengthen food control systems with regard to monitoring the safety and quality 
of donated food. 

58) The Delegation of Argentina expressed the view that the provisions of the Code had been  
superseded by the provisions of the WTO SPS and TBT Agreements. However, as the present Code might be 
used by countries that were not members of WTO, the Delegation suggested to retain the present Code 
without revision and stated that the prevention of unethical trade practices would be better addressed through 
the strengthening of food control capacities. The Delegation therefore proposed to retain the current Code of 
Ethics and to discontinue work on its revision, recalling that this was the position of the Coordinating 
Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean. This position was supported by several delegations. 

59) Several delegations pointed out that no consensus had been reached on the revision of the Code 
although it had been under consideration for several sessions and expressed the view that it would be a waste 
of resources to proceed with such work.  

60) Several other delegations supported further work on the revision of the Code, especially in order to 
address the problems of export of sub-standard food and to set out ethical principles and recommendations 
that would provide guidance to member countries, especially to developing countries that were not able to 
carry out effective food control, and to food trade operators. These delegations stated that the WTO 
Agreements’ primary objective was to reduce unnecessary barriers to trade, and consequently there was still 
a need for a revised Code.  

61) Some delegations pointed out that the Coordinating Committees for Africa and for the Near East had 
supported the revision of the Code and that their views should be taken into account, especially as many of 
the countries from these regions were not present at the session.  

62) The Observer from Consumers International strongly supported the revision of the Code in view of 
its importance for consumers, and stressed the need to develop ethical principles and to define unethical 
practices more clearly in the Code. The Observer expressed concern with overly emphasizing trade 
considerations in the framework of Codex and at the national level in many countries, and stressed that 
consumer protection should be the main consideration at the international and national level. This position 
was supported by several observers. The Observer from NHF supported the written comments of Paraguay 
and expressed the view that the Code should apply to non commercial transactions as well. 

63) Some delegations pointed out that the principles and objectives of Codex provided an ethical basis 
for all Codex work, as reflected in the General Principles of Codex Alimentarius and in the elaboration of 
standards and related texts intended to ensure consumer protection. 

64) The Representative of FAO informed the Committee that FAO had established a High Level Panel 
on Ethics in Food and Agriculture to discuss issues related to ethics, and that although it had not considered 
issues concerning food trade so far, it could do so if it received a specific request in this respect. The 
Representative of WHO drew the attention of the Committee to some recent World Health Assembly 
Resolutions on Global Strategies developed by WHO, in particular the Global Strategy on Diet, Physical 
Activity and Health, and suggested to consider ethics not only in trade but in relation to all relevant aspects 
of health. This view was supported by some observers. 

65) Some delegations expressed the view that consideration of issues that went beyond the scope of the 
present code should not be considered as they were beyond the mandate of  Codex, and that any broadening 
of the scope of the Code should be referred to the Commission for advice.  

66) The Chairperson proposed to establish an electronic working group to consider the issues that should 
be included in the Code in order to facilitate further discussion and consensus. Some observers supported this 
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proposal. However, several delegations expressed their objections to this proposal as it would not solve the 
basic issue of the need for the revision of the Code and proposed to suspend the revision work for 4 or 5 
years. 

67) Some delegations suggested that the Codex Secretariat, FAO or WHO could provide a record of how 
the Code of Ethics had been applied in practice, with or without success, in order to ascertain whether the 
present Code was of assistance to member countries. The Committee however noted that such information 
was not readily available, and that the conduct of specific surveys to obtain such data was not feasible with 
current resources. In reply to some questions, the Secretariat recalled that the Committee had initiated the 
revision of the Code in order to take into account the provisions of the WTO Trade Agreements and the work 
of the CCFICS, and to generally update other references in the Code.  

68) The Delegation of New Zealand recalled the importance of addressing the problem of export of sub-
standard food, which was a particular concern for countries which lacked effective food control systems. The 
Delegation proposed that issues related to export and import should be considered by the Committee on Food 
Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems (CCFICS). This proposal was supported by several 
delegations. 

69) Several delegations and observers expressed the view that the mandate of the CCFICS was too 
narrow to consider the Code of Ethics as the main focus of the Committee’ work was on trade issues. The 
Delegation of Australia, as host country for CCFICS, pointed out that the mandate of the CCFICS 
encompassed the dual objective of Codex and that the proposal was not for CCFICS to take over the revision 
of the Code of Ethics, but that it could be requested to consider how it might address specific issues related 
to export and import concerns of countries without adequate food control systems. Some delegations 
proposed that any remaining issues to be addressed in the Code should be further considered in parallel by 
the Committee on General Principles. The Committee noted that the revision of the Code of Ethics was 
specifically entrusted to the CCGP by the Commission, while issues related to export and import were 
covered by the terms of reference of the CCFICS, and agreed that there were no procedural difficulties with 
the consideration of relevant issues by both Committees, in accordance with their respective terms of 
reference.  

70) The Delegation of Switzerland expressed the view that the discussion had not addressed the 
questions referred by the Commission, that the comments received had not been discussed in detail, and that 
they should be referred to the CCFICS. The Chairperson indicated that the comments presented at the current 
session addressed specific questions from the Commission but that the CCFICS would discuss a different 
question referred by the Committee on General Principles, and that comments were available in working 
documents for the present session.  

71) The Committee noted that the existence of a Code of Ethics in Codex had not been questioned 
during the discussion but that there was no consensus on whether the present Code should be revised or how 
it should be revised. 

72) The Committee agreed to ask the CCFICS to consider whether it could provide recommendations to 
address the question of “the subsequent export of food, whether imported or produced domestically, that had 
been found to be unsafe or unsuitable or otherwise did not meet the safety standards of the exporting 
country”, within its terms of reference, and also consider whether further guidance could be provided to 
remedy the problems faced by countries with insufficient capacity to conduct import food control. The 
Committee requested the CCFICS to review, where necessary, the comments included in the working 
documents considered by the CCGP at the present session. It was noted that the Australian Secretariat to 
CCFICS would reproduce the comments presented to the present session as part of the working documents 
for CCFICS.  

Status of the Proposed Draft Revised Code of Ethics for International Trade in Foods 

73) The Committee agreed to suspend consideration of the Proposed Draft Revised Code of Ethics, 
currently at Steps 3/4, until its next session pending the reply from the CCFICS.  
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE PROCEDURAL MANUAL: ACCEPTANCE OF CODEX 
STANDARDS (Agenda Item 5)7 

74) The Committee recalled that, following the decision of the 21st Session of the Commission, the 
Committee had considered proposals for the amendments of the acceptance procedure from its 12th to its 14th 
Session and had decided to suspend consideration of this issue at its 14th Session. The Committee agreed to 
consider this issue further at its 19th (Extraordinary) Session, had a general discussion at its 20th Session and 
considered a discussion paper at its 21st (Extraordinary) session.  

75) The Secretariat introduced the document prepared following the decision of the 21st Session to 
consider all the amendments to the Procedural Manual that would result from the abolition of the acceptance 
procedure.  

76) The Representative of WTO recalled that under the SPS Agreement, members were not required to 
notify their regulations if they were based on international standards, and informed the Committee that the 
notification of sanitary and phytosanitary measures was under review as part of the review of the operation 
and implementation of the SPS Agreement, in order to enhance transparency. The Representative noted that 
duplication of work should be avoided between WTO and Codex. 

77) Many delegations expressed the view that the acceptance procedure should be abolished as it had not 
been used by member countries for a long time, its revision had been discussed for several sessions without 
any conclusion, and it was not relevant any more in the framework of the WTO SPS and TBT Agreements. 

78) Some delegations and the Observer from Consumers International expressed the view that although 
the Codex notification of acceptance had not been used in practice, it could be modified or simplified in 
order to provide useful information monitoring the use of Codex standards, since the SPS notification was 
not sufficient and not all member countries of Codex were members of the WTO. It was suggested that other 
possible ways of promoting the application of Codex standards following the abolition of the acceptance 
procedure should be considered. It was also suggested that the Secretariat could propose a revised 
notification procedure in coordination with the Secretariat of the SPS Committee.  

79) The Committee agreed that the Secretariat should initiate informal consultations with the WTO 
Secretariat on how to monitor information on the use of Codex standards at the national level.   

80) The Committee agreed to abolish the acceptance procedure and considered the relevant amendments 
presented in document CX/GP 05/22/6 section by section, with the following comments and amendments. 

Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission   

81) The Committee agreed to delete the reference to acceptance in the Statutes. It was noted that a 
special quorum was required for the Commission to recommend the amendment of the Statutes, as specified 
under Rule V.6 Sessions, and that this recommendation would be submitted to the FAO Conference and the 
World Health Assembly for adoption.  

Procedures for the Elaboration of Codex Standards 

82) The Committee agreed with the proposal of the Delegation of Canada to amend and simplify the 
Note concerning the texts that were subject to the Elaboration Procedures. The Committee however agreed to 
retain the reference to “Codex standards and related texts” for the time being in order to complete the 
revision of provisions concerning acceptance.   

83) The Committee noted that the terminology used in the Elaboration Procedure and other sections in 
the Manual was not always consistent, and agreed that the Secretariat should verify the consistency of the 
terminology and make proposals for its harmonization, for further consideration, as required (see also 
Agenda Item 7). 

84) The Delegation of Belgium pointed out that paragraph 9 of the Introduction also referred to 
“notification of the status or use of Codex standards” and the Committee agreed to amend the paragraph 
accordingly. 

General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius and Guidelines for the Acceptance Procedure for Codex 
Standards 

                                                 
7 CX/GP 05/22/6, CRD 13 (comments of the Philippines) 
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85) The Delegation of Australia, supported by the Delegation of Malaysia and the Observer from NHF, 
proposed to retain paragraph 4 of the section on Codex Alimentarius: Not a Substitute for, or Alternative to, 
Referring to National Legislation as it provided important information on Codex standards. The Secretariat 
and the WHO Legal Counsel indicated that this paragraph had been part of the Guidelines for the Acceptance 
Procedure, referring to the provisions that should be notified and therefore could not be taken in isolation or 
transferred to another section where it would not have the same relevance, without a specific need to do so. 
The Committee agreed to delete the entire Guidelines and noted that the delegations would have the 
possibility to submit comments to the Commission concerning the possible insertion of additional provisions 
in the General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius. 

Terms of Reference of Subsidiary Bodies 

86) The Committee agreed that section h) of the Terms of Reference of all FAO/WHO Coordinating 
Committees should refer to the “use of Codex standards” instead of “acceptance”. 

87) The Delegation of the European Community proposed to replace the reference to “member 
countries” with “members” to reflect the amendments made to Rules of Procedure at the 26th Session of the 
Commission. The Committee noted that this amendment might have implications for other sections of the 
Manual, that the terms of reference of FAO/WHO Coordinating Committees were not identical as regards 
the use of “member countries” or “member nations”, and that only the Coordinating Committee for Europe 
had a Member Organization among its members. The Committee therefore agreed that the use of these terms 
required further consideration and needed not be addressed at the present session as it was not directly 
related to the issue of acceptance.   

Statements of Principle Concerning the Role of Science in the Codex Decision-Making Process and the 
Extent to which Other Factors Are Taken into Account 

88) Several delegations pointed out that the reference to “acceptance” in the Statements of Principle 
should not be understood as a formal reference to the acceptance procedure and therefore could be retained. 
The Committee therefore agreed to retain the four Statements of Principles without any change. 

Status of the Proposed Amendments to the Procedural Manual: Acceptance of Codex Standards 

89) The Committee agreed to forward the proposed amendments, as presented in Appendix II, to the 28th 
Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, with a recommendation that the Commission submit the 
proposed amendment to the Statutes to the Governing bodies of FAO and WHO and adopt all other 
amendments.  

REVISION OF THE DEFINITION OF “FOOD” (Agenda Item 6)8 

90) The Committee recalled that at its 20th Session, while considering the revision of the Code of Ethics 
for International Trade in Food, it was agreed to initiate new work on the revision of the definition of “food” 
as contained in the Procedural Manual. The 27th Session of the Commission approved this proposal for new 
work. The Circular Letter CL 2004/58-GP was issued to invite comments and proposals for amendments, for 
consideration at the present session of the Committee. 

91) Several delegations recognized that while the definition of “food” differed from one country to 
another, the current definition of “food” in the Procedural Manual had long been well accepted by the 
members for Codex purposes. Any attempt to amend the current definition was likely to raise many issues 
that would call for a long consultation process before being resolved. For these reasons, many delegations 
proposed to retain the current definition without making any changes. 

92) Some delegations noted that the current definition included references to examples being excluded 
from or included in the concept of “food” and that the listing of these examples should be deleted from the 
definition for the sake of simplicity and clarity. In particular, the Delegation of Colombia questioned the 
utility of referring to “cosmetics” in the definition, since such substances were obviously not considered as 
food. The Committee noted however that the reference to “cosmetics” might add value to the definition, 
since some cosmetic products applied onto lips or teeth could be absorbed through the oral route. 
                                                 
8  CL 2004/58-GP; CX/GP 05/22/7 (comments of Australia, Brazil, Canada, Columbia, European Community, 

Iran, New Zealand, Nigeria, United States of America, Venezuela, Consumers International, IADSA, IBFAN, 
ICBA, IFCGA and ISO); CRD 1 (comments of India); CRD 11 (comments of Consumers International); CRD 
14 (Extract from the Glossary of the WHO Manual for Drug Regulatory Authority - Marketing Authorization 
of Pharmaceutical Products) 
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93) After some debate, the Committee agreed that the definition as currently written had served the 
purpose of achieving a common understanding of what are or are not considered as food and had proven to 
be useful from a pragmatic point of view. 

94) The Delegation of Brazil, referring to its written comments, expressed its objection to the current 
definition for food as it seemed to contain logical flaws.  

95) The Committee considered whether it was appropriate to replace the term “drugs” with the term 
“medicines” in the English version of the definition, since the former term was often perceived as a concept 
wider than the latter and might be taken to include substances other than those used for medical or 
therapeutic purposes. As the current definition in Spanish and in French referred to the term which more 
closely corresponded to the term “medicines” (in English) rather than to “drugs” (in English), the suggested 
amendment, which would affect the English version only, could narrow potential gaps between the definition 
in English and that in the other working languages of the Commission. 

96) The Committee was informed that in the WHO Manual for Drug Regulatory Authority, the terms 
“drug” and “medicine” were defined in an interchangeable manner9 although WHO tended to use the term 
“medicine” instead of “drug”, as the term “drug” in English was associated in people’s mind with illicit 
products. The Committee therefore agreed that there was no immediate need to amend the definition in the 
English language and that the term “drug” could continue to be used.  

Status of the Revision of the Definition of “Food” 

97) The Committee agreed to retain the current definition of “food” in all languages as it appears in the 
Procedural Manual and to discontinue work on its revision.  

CONSIDERATION OF THE STRUCTURE AND PRESENTATION OF THE PROCEDURAL 
MANUAL (Agenda Item 7)10 

98) The Committee at its 20th Session had requested the Secretariat to prepare a discussion paper for the 
present session, on the possible ways to reorganize the Procedural Manual. The Secretariat introduced 
document CX/GP 05/22/8 and drew particular attention of the Committee to, among others, paragraphs 30 to 
35 of the document, which presented a few examples of reference texts regarding the internal working 
procedures of subsidiary bodies that might usefully be included in the Procedural Manual. 

99) The Chairperson invited the Committee to provide preliminary comments on the working document, 
recognizing that the delegations had not had sufficient time to study the document prior to the session. Any 
comments made would assist the Secretariat to further reflect on how to improve the structure, content and 
presentation of the Procedural Manual. 

100) The Delegation of the United States of America stated that it would be useful to publish reference 
materials concerning the operation of specific subsidiary bodies, especially those which were found neither 
in the Procedural Manual nor in the Codex Alimentarius. These texts, however, could be printed separately 
from the Procedural Manual, in order to keep the latter handy and concise. The Delegation also suggested 
that the Secretariat should constantly review the logical order in which different texts were presented in the 
Procedural Manual as well as the consistency in the terminology throughout the Procedural Manual. 

101) The Delegation, supported by many other delegations, proposed to delete the list of Codex Contact 
Points from the Procedural Manual, since the list in the Manual was outdated at the moment of publication 
while a continuously updated list was available on Internet. The Committee invited the Secretariat to look at 
the possibility to remove the list of Codex Contact Points from the 15th Edition of the Procedural Manual and 
to make the list available as a separate document. The Committee agreed to draw the attention of the 
Commission to this proposal in order to ensure transparency, while noting that no formal approval was 
required. 

102) The Committee was informed that amendments and new texts, if adopted by the 28th Session of the 
Commission, would be included in the 15th Edition of the Procedural Manual. 

103) The Delegation of Mali stated that the Codex Contact Point should be associated with an institutional 
or government branch, rather than with an individual, in order to avoid occasional disruptions in the 

                                                 
9  “Drug” – Any substance or pharmaceutical product for human or veterinary use that is intended to modify or 

explore physiological systems or pathological states for the benefit of the recipient; “Medicine” – See Drug. 
10  CX/GP 05/22/8 
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communication between Codex Contact Points.  The Secretariat clarified that it was up to governments to 
decide on designating an institution or an individual as the Contact Point. However, it was desirable for each 
Codex Contact Point to indicate an institutional Email address to facilitate the maintenance of the Email lists 
and thus ensure continuity in electronic communication to Codex Contact Points, which was being 
increasingly used in Codex process. 

104) In regard to the presentation of the Procedural Manual, views differed between delegations; whereas 
one delegation supported introduction of a loose-leaf style publication, another delegation favoured the 
current booklet format, which offered certain ease and comfort of use.  

105) The Committee agreed to request the Secretariat to present a revised discussion paper to its next 
session, to further explore ways to improve the structure, content and presentation of the Procedural Manual. 

CLARIFICATION OF THE DURATION OF THE TERM OF THE MEMBERS OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (Agenda item 8)11 

106) The Legal Counsel of WHO introduced document CX/GP 05/22/9, prepared at the request of the 
Committee at its 21st (extraordinary) session. The Legal Counsel recalled that the item under discussion had 
first been raised at the 20th session of the Committee in the light of the decision taken by the Commission in 
2003 to hold annual regular sessions, as well as of the pending amendment to the Rules of Procedure to 
include the Coordinators as members of the Executive Committee. The Committee, at its 21st session, agreed 
in general to review and harmonize as much as possible the terms of office of the various categories of 
members of the Executive Committee, with due regard to the need to reconcile a desirable degree of 
continuity in the tenure of the members with the necessary flexibility to accommodate possible changes in 
the pattern of regular sessions of the Commission. 

107) The document submitted to the Committee at the present session presented possible options for 
harmonising, to the extent possible, the duration of the terms of office of all Members of the Executive 
Committee, their implications, as well as all relevant scenarios, mainly based on the terms of office being 
equal to two regular sessions of the Commission, renewable once, with a limit of three or four years. The 
document offered four possible options, focusing on the terms of office of the Chairperson and Vice-
chairpersons, on the one hand, and of the members elected on a geographic basis on the other hand, on the 
understanding that the duration of the terms of the Coordinators could be adjusted accordingly once an 
option was chosen by the Committee. The four options were as follows: 

a) Term of office to continue to be defined only on the basis of the pattern of regular sessions of the 
Commission; 

b) Term of office to be defined by the Commission at each session; 

c) Term of office to be established by reference to regular sessions, on the understanding that it 
would not exceed a given number of years; 

d) Term of office to be established by reference to a given number of years irrespective of the 
pattern of sessions. 

108) Many delegations, in the ensuing debate, supported option c), while some favoured option a) or did 
not have a strong preference between those two options.  Option c) was favoured because it appeared to best 
reconcile flexibility with respect to the pattern of sessions of the Commission with a reasonable degree of 
continuity in the membership of the Executive Committee, while avoiding the risk of excessively long terms 
of office. Delegations favoured the same term of office for both the Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons, and 
the members elected on a geographic basis, as well as the possibility of re-election to a second term. It was 
also suggested in the discussion that the terms of office of all Members of the CCEXEC should not terminate 
simultaneously but should follow a progressive schedule. 

109) The Delegation of the United States of America, supported by other delegations, noted that the term 
of office of the Coordinators should be approached differently from that of the other members of the 
Executive Committee. The term of the Coordinators was tied to the cycle of meetings of regional 
coordinating committees, which were held every two years.  For this reason, the delegations that expressed 
views on this issue favoured a term of office of two years with the possibility of re-appointment for another 
term. The Secretariat noted that, in the past, the pattern of meetings of regional coordinating committees 

                                                 
11  CX/GP 05/22/9; CRD 1 (comments of India); CRD 12 (comments of Malaysia) 
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varied widely, but had recently settled on a two-year cycle and would likely remain so for the foreseeable 
future due to financial implications as well as conditions set by Codex sessions schedules.  In response to a 
question concerning the respective roles of Coordinators and members elected on a geographic basis, the 
Secretariat recalled that the regional coordinating committees had been requested to provide comments on 
this matter and that the Commission at its forthcoming session would debate this issue within the context of 
the review of the regional coordinating committees. 

110) The Committee agreed to focus its further discussions on option c), and requested the Secretariat to 
prepare a document for its 23rd session presenting possible models of implementation of that option, with a 
view to finalizing proposed amendments to the Rules of Procedure. The models to be elaborated by the 
Secretariat should be based on a term of office extending to two regular sessions of the Commission, with the 
possibility of re-election for a second term of the same duration but with a maximum of four years of tenure.  
The Committee also agreed that the model concerning the term of office of the Coordinators should take into 
account the discussion held at the present session. 

111) The Committee agreed to ask the Commission to approve as new work the revision of the Rules of 
Procedure concerning the duration of the terms of office of the officers of the Commission and other 
members of the Executive Committee. 

OTHER BUSINESS AND FUTURE WORK (Agenda Item 9) 

112) The Representative of FAO informed that Committee that the final report of the second Global 
Forum of Food Safety Regulators was available on the FAO website in five languages and that an electronic 
forum of discussion had been launched inviting comments on the opportunity of convening a third Global 
Forum and on its possible structure and themes. 

113) The Representative of WHO informed the Committee that the INFOSAN network currently involved 
more than 150 countries and allowed food safety authorities to exchange relevant information on food safety 
issues, including emergencies. The Representative stressed the importance for countries to designate 
INFOSAN focal points as well as emergency contact points. The Representative also pointed out that a 
WHO study on modern food biotechnology, human health and development would soon be published. 

114) The Delegation of Uganda expressed its thanks to FAO and WHO and donor countries for allowing 
the participation of developing countries in the present meeting and other Codex sessions through the 
FAO/WHO Trust Fund, as this was an important aspect of capacity building.  

Future Work 

115) The Committee noted that, as a result of the discussions held at the current session, the agenda for 
the next session would include the following items: 

 Proposed Amendments to the Rules of Procedure: duration of the term of office of the Members of 
the Executive Committee (Secretariat and Legal Counsels of FAO and WHO) 

 Proposed Draft Working Principles for Risk Analysis for Food Safety (Working Group) 

 Proposed Draft Revised Code of Ethics for International Trade in Foods (reply from the CCFICS) 

 Clarification of the term “interim”, as used for the purpose of adoption of standards at Step 8 
(Secretariat) 

 Proposals to amend the Procedures for the Elaboration of Codex Standards and Related Texts (India) 

 Proposed New Definitions of Risk Analysis Terms Related to Food Safety (New Zealand) 

 Consideration of the document on the “Management of the Work of the Committee on Food 
Hygiene” (original document from CCFH complemented by a document from the Secretariat) 

 Consideration of the Structure, Content and Presentation of the Procedural Manual (Secretariat) 

DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION 

116) The Committee was informed that its 23rd Session was tentatively scheduled to be held in Paris from 
10 to 14 April 2006, the final arrangements subject to confirmation by the Host Country and the Codex 
Secretariat. 
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SUMMARY STATUS OF WORK 
 

  Subject Matter Step   Action by Reference in           
ALINORM 05/28/33A 

Proposed Amendments to the Procedural Manual 
Resulting form the Abolition of the Acceptance 
Procedure 

 Governments 
28th CAC 

para. 89 
Appendix III 

 

Revision of the Definition of “food” 
(discontinuation of work) 

 28th CAC 
 

para. 97 
 

Proposed Draft Revised Code of Ethics for 
International Trade in Foods  

3/4 CCFICS 
23rd CCGP 

para. 73 
 

Proposed Draft Working Principles for Risk 
Analysis for Food Safety  

 

2/3 Governments 
Working Group 
23rd CCGP 

para. 54 
 

Proposed Amendments to the Rules of Procedure: 
duration of the term of office of the Members of 
the Executive Committee 

 

 28th CAC 
Secretariat 
Legal Counsels  
23rd CCGP 

para. 111 

Clarification of the term “interim” 
 

 Secretariat 
 23rd CCGP 
 

para. 21 

Proposed amendments to the Elaboration 
Procedure  

 India 
23rd  CCGP 

para. 16 

New definitions of risk analysis terms related to 
food safety 

 New Zealand 
23rd  CCGP 

para. 24 

Management of the Work of the Committee on 
Food Hygiene 

 Secretariat 
23rd  CCGP 

para. 30 

Consideration of the Structure, Content and 
Presentation of the Procedural Manual 

 Secretariat 
23rd  CCGP 

para. 105 
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Comité National pour le Code Alimentaire 
Avenue 4 de Favereiro, Palacio de Vidro 
3 Andar, BP 1337/8 
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Fax : 00 244 2 310335 
Email : henriques150@hotmail.com 
 

ARGENTINA - ARGENTINE 
 
Mme Gabriela CATALANI 
Coordinacion Tecnica del Punto de Contacto Codex 
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1063 Ciudad Autonoma de Buenos Aires 
Tel : 00 54 11 43 49 25 49 
Fax : 00 54 11 43 49 22 42 / 2549 
Email : gcatal@mecon.gov.ar 
 
Mr. César Alberto FAES 
Primer Secrétario 
Embajada Argentina en Francia 
6 rue Cimarosa 
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Tel : 00 33 (0)1 45 05 27 35 / 42 
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Email : efraneco@noos.fr 
 
 
AUSTRALIA - AUSTRALIE 
 
Mme Ann BACKHOUSE 
Manager 
Codex Australia 
Product Integrity, Animal and Plant Health 
Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 
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Canberra ACT 2601 
Tel : 00 61 2 6272 5692 
Fax : 00 61 2 6272 3103 
Email : ann.backhouse@daff.gov.au 
 
Dr. Hikmat HAYDER 
Senior Scientist 
Food Standards Australia New Zealand 
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Canberra ACT 2610 
Tel : 00 61 2 6271 2645 
Fax : 00 61 2 6271 2278 
Email : hikmat.hayder@foodstandards.gov.au 
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Mme Cath PATTERSON 
Minister-Counsellor (Health) 
Australian Permanent Mission to the United Nations 
Genève (Suisse) 
Tel : 00 41 22 799 9137 
Fax : 00 41 22 799 9175 
Email : cath.patterson@dfat.gov.au 
 
Mr Richard SISSON  
Minister-Counsellor (Agriculture)  
Australian Delegation to the OECD  
Australian Embassy  
4 rue Jean Rey 
75724 Paris Cedex 15 (France) 
Tél : 00 33 (0)1 40 59 33 70 
Fax: 00 33 (0)1 40 59 33 94  
Email: richard.sisson@dfat.gov.au  
 
AUSTRIA - AUTRICHE 
 
Mag. Dieter JENEWEIN 
Head of Business Area Food Control 
Austrian Agency for  Health and Food Safety (AGES) 
Spargelfeldstrasse 191 
A-1226 Vienna 
Tel : 00 43 50 555 35000 
Fax : 00 43 50 555 25802 
Email : dieter.jenewein@ages.at 
 
Dr. Alexander ZILBERSZAC 
Head of Unit IV/B/11 
Federal Ministry for Health and Women 
General Directorate IV 
Radetzkystrasse 2 
A-1030 Wien 
Tel : 00 43 17 11 00 / 4617 
Fax : 00 43 17 13 79 52 
Email : alexander.zilberszac@bmgf.gv.at 
 
Dr. Erhard HÖBAUS 
Head of Division 
Nutrition and Quality Assurance 
Federal Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, Environment 
and Water Management 
A-1012Vienna 
Stubenring 12 
Tel : 00 43 1 71100 - 2855 
Fax : 00 43 1 71100 - 2911 
Email : erhard.hoebaus@lebensministerium.at 
 
BELGIUM – BELGIQUE - BELGICA 
 
Mr. Charles CREMER 
Directeur  
SFP Santé publique, Sécurité de la Chaîne alimentaire et 
Environnement 
Direction générale Animaux, Végétaux et Alimentation 
Division des Denrées alimentaires 
Place Victor Horta, 40 
Boîte 10 
B-1060 Bruxelles 
Tel : 00 32 2 524 73 71 
Fax : 00 32 2 524 73 99 
Email : charles.cremer@health.fgov.be 

Dr. Guido KAYAERT 
Vice-president, Relations with European Institutions 
Nestlé Coordination Center 
Rue de Birmingham, 221 
B-1070 Bruxelles 
Tel : 00 32 2 529 53 30 
Fax : 00 32 2 529 56 67 
Email : guido.kayaert@be.nestle.com 
 
Dr. Marc CORNELIS 
Director, Counselor General 
Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain 
DG Control Policy 
International Affairs 
Simon Bolivar Avenue 30 
WTC III 
B-1000 Bruxelles 
Tel : 00 32 2 208 38 34 
Fax : 00 32 2 208 38 23 
Email : marc.cornelis@favv.be 
  
BRAZIL - BRESIL 
 
Mr. Braz BARACUHY 
Secretary 
Ministry of External Relations 
Esplanada dos Ministérios Palacio do Itamaraty 
Brasilia - DF 
Tel : 00 55 61 411 6369 
Fax : 00 55 61 226 3255 
Email : braz@mre.gov.br 
 
Mr. Hoeck MIRANDA 
Technical Assistant 
National Health Surveillance Agency 
SEPN 515 Bloco A, 2° Andar 
CEP 70 750 Brasilia - DF 
Tel : 00 55 61 448 6318 
Fax : 00 55 61 448 6274 
Email : hoeck.miranda@anvisa.gov.br 
 
Mr. Cleber SANTOS 
Food General Manager 
National Health Surveillance Agency 
SEPN 511 Ed. Bittar II 
70670-107 Brasilia - DF 
Tel : 00 55 61 448 6274 
Fax : 00 55 61 448 6274 
Email : alimentos@anvisa.gov.br 
 
Mr. Rafael MAFRA 
Technical Assistant 
National Health Surveillance Agency 
SEPN 515 Bloco B, Sala 3 – 4th floor 
CEP 70000 000 
Brasilia – DF 
Tel : 00 55 61 448 1091 
Fax : 00 55 61 448 1089 
Email : rafael.mafra@anvisa.gov.br 
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Mr. Alexandre PONTES 
Codex Manager – MAPA 
Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food Supply 
Esplanada dos Ministérios Bloco D, Sala 344 
Brasilia – DF 
Tel : 00 55 61 218 2308 
Fax : 00 55 61 225 4738 
Email : apontes@agricultura.gov.br 
 
CAMEROON - CAMEROUN 
 
Mr. Daniel SIBETCHEU 
Directeur de la Promotion de la Santé 
Ministère de la Santé Publique 
Yaoundé 
Tel : 00 237 222 66 28 
Fax : 00 237 222 2117 
Email : dsibetcheu@camnet.cm 
 
CANADA 
 
Mr. Ron BURKE 
Director, Bureau of Food Regulatory, 
International and Interagency Affairs 
Food Directorate 
Health Canada 
Building #7, Room 2395 (0702C1) 
Tunney’s Pasture 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0L2 
Tel : 00 1 613-957 1748 
Fax : 00 1 613-941 3537 
Email : ronald_burke@hc-sc.gc.ca 
 
Mr. Allan McCARVILLE 
Senior Advisor, Codex 
Bureau of Food Regulatory, International 
and Interagency Affairs 
Food Directorate - Health Canada 
Building #7, Room 2394 (0702C1) 
Tunney's Pasture 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0L2 
Tel : 00 1 613-957 0189 
Fax : 00 1 613-941 3537 
Email : allan_mccarville@hc-sc.gc.ca 
 
Dr. Anne MacKENZIE 
Science Advisor 
Science Branch 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
159 Cleopatra Drive, Room 113 
Nepean, Ontario, K1A 0Y9 
Tel : 00 1 613 221 7084 
Fax : 00 1 613 221 7010 
Email : amackenzie@inspection.gc.ca 
 
Dr. Tom FELTMATE 
Manager 
Food Safety Risk Analysis 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
3851 Fallowfield Road, PO 11300 
Nepean, Ontario K2H 8P9 
Tel : 00 1 613 228 6698 Ext. 5982 
Fax : 00 1 613 228 6675 
Email : tfeltmate@inspection.gc.ca 

Mme Jennifer McLEAN 
A/Deputy Director 
International Affairs 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
59 Camelot Drive, Room 
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0Y9 
Tel : 00 1 613 225 2342 Ext. 4797 
Fax : 00 1 613 228 6634 
Email : mcleanje@inspection.gc.ca 
 
Mme Christine MORAN 
Deputy Director 
Technical Barriers and Regulations Division 
International Trade Canada 
125 Sussex Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario K1M 0P3 
Tel : 00 1 613 944 4847 
Fax : 00 1 613 944 0756 
Email : chris.moran@international.gc.ca 
 
Mme Céline DUGUAY 
Directrice 
Questions Techniques multilatérales relatives au 
commerce international 
Marchés et Commerces 
Agriculture & Agroalimentaire Canada 
930, Avenue Carling 
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0C5 
Tel : 00 1 613 715 5038 
Fax : 00 1 613 759 7503 
Email : duguayc@agr.gc.ca 
 
CHILE - CHILI 
 
Mr. Gonzalo RIOS  
Encargado de Negociaciones Internacionales 
OMC/MSF y Codex Alimentarius 
Servicio Agricola y Ganadero . SAG 
Ministerio de Agricultura 
Avenida Bulnes 140 
Santiago 
Tel : 00 56 2 345 1581 
Fax : 00 56 2 345 1578 
Email : gonzalo.rios@sag.gob.cl 
 
CHINA - CHINE 
 
Dr. KAN Xuegui 
Senior Consultant 
Department of Health Law Enforcement & Inspection 
Ministry of Health 
N° 1 Xizhimenwai Nanlu 
Beijing 100044 
Tel : 00 86 10 6879 2403 
Fax : 00 86 10 6879 2387 
Email : kanxuegui@sohu.com 
 
Mr. JI Erming 
Engineer - Standardization Administration 
N° 9 Madian Donglu, Haidian District 
Beijing 100088 
Tel : 00 86 10 8226 2638 
Fax : 00 86 10 8226 0687 
Email : jiem@sac.gov.cn 
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Mr. Dr. XU Jianjun 
Engineer 
China National Institute of Standardization 
N° 4 Zhichun Road, Haidian District 
Beijing 100029 
Tel : 00 86 10 5881 1648 
Fax : 00 86 10 5881 1456 
Email : xujj@cnis.gov.cn 
 
Mr. YE Zhiping 
Deputy Director / Senior Engineer 
Shanghai Entry-Exit Inspection & Quarantine 
N° 1208 Minsheng Road 
Shanghai 200135 
Tel : 00 86 21 6854 7865 
Fax : 00 86 21 6854 4661 
Email : yezp@shciq.gov.cn 
 
Mr. GU Shaoping 
Deputy Director of Division 
Certification and Accreditation Administration 
B-2005, Madian East Road 
Beijing 900088 
Tel : 00 86 10 8226 2680 
Fax : 00 86 10 8226 0755 
Email : gusp@cnca.gov.cn 
 
COLOMBIA - COLOMBIE 
 
Mr. Javier MUNOZ IBARRA 
Ingeniero 
Ministerio de Comercio , Industria y Turismo 
Calle 28 N° 13 A 15 
Tel : 00 5 71 6067676 Ext 1205 
Email : javiermi@mincomercio.gov.co 
 
CROATIA - CROATIE 
 
Mme Tea HAVRANEK 
Senior Adviser 
State Office for Standardization and Metrology 
Ulica grada Vukovara 78 
10000 Zagreb 
Tel : 00 385 1 610 6005  
Fax : 00 385 1 610 93 21 
Email : teah@dznm.hr 
 
Mr. Boris ANTUNOVIC 
Director General 
Croatian Food Agency 
Kapucinska 40/11 
31000 Osijek 
Tel : 00 385 31 214 900  
Fax : 00 385 31 214 901 
Email : bantun@pfos.hr 
 

CUBA 
 
Mme Gisela Emilia PENA MONTERO 
Especialista en Calidad y Normalizacion 
Direccion de Relaciones internacionales 
Oficina Nacional de Normalization 
Calle E N° 261 entre 11 y 13 Vedado 
La Habana 10400 
Tel : 00 53 7 830 0022 
Fax : 00 53 7 836 8048 
Email : nc@ncnorma.cu 
 
Mr. Gabriel LAHENS ESPINOSA 
J’Dpto Independiente de Regulaciones Técnicas y Calidad 
Ministerio del Comercio Exterior 
Calle 23 esquina Infanta, Vedado 
La Habana 10400 
Tel : 00 53 7 550 454 
Fax : 00 53 7 550 461 
Email : gabriel.lahens@mincex.cu 
 
CZECH REPUBLIC - REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE - 
REPUBLICA CHECA 
 
Mme Eva PRIBYLOVA 
Officer 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Food Production Department 
Tesnov 17 
11705 Praha 1 
Tel : 00 420 221 812 795 
Fax : 00 420 222 314 117 
Email : pribylova@mze.cz 
 
DENMARK – DANEMARK - DINAMARCA 
 
Mr. Knud OSTERGAARD 
Head International Affairs 
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration 
Morkhoj Bygade 19 
DK-2860 Soborg 
Tel : 00 45 33 95 61 20 
Fax : 00 45 33 95 60 01 
Email : koe@fvst.dk 
 
Mme Jytte KJAERGAARD 
Consultant 
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration 
Morkhoj Bygade 19 
DK-2860 Soborg 
Tel : 00 45 33 95 62 33 
Fax : 00 45 33 95 60 01 
Email : jk@fvst.dk 
 
ESTONIA - ESTONIE 
 
Mme Katrin LÖHMUS 
Senior Specialist - Ministry of Agriculture 
Food and Veterinary Department 
Food Safety Office 
39/41 Lai Street, Tallinn 15056 
Tel : 00 372 6256 509 
Fax : 00 372 6256 210 
Email : katrin.lohmus@agri.ee 
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EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
COMMUNAUTE EUROPEENNE 
COMUNIDAD EUROPEA 
 
Mr. Michael SCANNELL 
Administrateur Principal 
Commission Européenne 
F101 4/64 
B-1049 Bruxelles (Belgique) 
Tel : 00 32 2 299 3364 
Fax : 00 32 2 296 8566 
Email : michael.scannell@cec.eu.int 
 
Mr. Jérôme LEPEINTRE 
Administrateur 
Commission Européenne 
F101 4/78 
B-1049 Bruxelles (Belgique) 
Tel : 00 32 2 299 3701 
Fax : 00 32 2 296 8566 
Email : jerome.lepeintre@cec.eu.int 
 
FINLAND – FINLANDE - FINLANDIA 
 
Mme Anne HAIKONEN 
Counsellor, Legal Affairs 
Ministry of Trade and Industry 
PO Box 32 
FIN-00023 Government 
Tel : 00 358 9 1606 3654 
Fax : 00 358 9 1606 2670 
Email : anne.haikonen@ktm.fi 
 
FRANCE - FRANCIA 
 
Mme Catherine CHAPOUX 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l’Alimentation, de la Pêche 
et de la Ruralité - D.G.A.L. 
251, rue de Vaugirard 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 84 86 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 44 62  
Email : catherine.chapoux@agriculture.gouv.fr 
 
Mme Roseline LECOURT 
Ministère de l’Economie, des Finances et de l’Industrie 
D.G.C.C.R.F. 
Teledoc 051 
59, boulevard Vincent Auriol 
75703 Paris Cedex 13 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 44 97 34 70 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 44 97 30 37 
Email : roseline.lecourt@dgccrf.finances.gouv.fr 
 
Mr. Loïc EVAIN 
Ministère de l'Agriculture, de l’Alimentation, de la Pêche 
et de la Ruralité 
D.G.A.L./SDSSA 
251, rue de Vaugirard 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 84 17 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 49 55 56 80  
Email : loic.evain@agriculture.gouv.fr 
 

Mr. Jean-Charles LEBLANC 
INRA – DSNHSA – INAPG 
16, rue Claude Bernard 
75005 Paris 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 44 08 72 79 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 44 08 72 76 
Email : jleblanc@inapg.inra.fr 
 
Mme Anne LEGENTIL 
Expert agroalimentaire 
UFCS : Union Féminine, Civique et Sociale 
6 rue Béranger 
75003 Paris 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 44 54 50 54 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 44 54 50 66 
Email : ufcs.agro@wanadoo.fr 
 
Mr. Georges MONSALLIER 
Président Honoraire du SIMV 
11 rue des Messageries 
75010 Paris 
Tel : 00 33 (0)6 61 87 22 51 
Fax : 00 33 (0)2 23 20 75 89 
Email : georges.monsallier@wanadoo.fr 
 
GAMBIA - GAMBIE 
 
Mlle Isatou JALLOW 
Executive Director 
National Nutrition Agency (NaNA) 
National Codex Contact Point 
P.M.B. 162 
Banjul 
Tel : 00 220 4202406 
Fax : 00 220 4202407 / 4225873 
Email : isatouaquarian@hotmail.com 
 
GABON 
 
Mme Colette Lydie AMBONGUILAT 
Directrice du Centre National de Nutrition 
Ministère de la Santé Publique 
Libreville 
Tel : 00 241 07 35 56 98 / 00 241 06 76 22 
Fax : 00 241 72 23 79  
Email : clamy_75@yahoo.fr 
 
GERMANY – ALLEMAGNE - ALEMANIA 
 
Mr. Gerhard BIALONSKI 
Bundesministerium für Verbraucherschutz, Ernährung und 
Landwirtschaft 
(Federal Ministry of Consumer Protection, Food and 
Agriculture) 
Rochusstrasse 1 
D-53123 Bonn 
Tel : 00 49 228 529 4651 
Fax : 00 49 228 529 4947 
Email : 314@bmvel.bund.be 
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Mme Cordula KREIS 
Bundesministerium für Verbraucherschutz, Ernährung und 
Landwirtschaft 
(Federal Ministry of Consumer Protection, Food and 
Agriculture) 
Rochusstrasse 1 
D-53123 Bonn 
Tel : 00 49 228 529 4225 
Fax : 00 49 228 529 4947 
Email : 314@bmvel.bund.de 
 
Mr. Michael HAUCK 
Bundesministerium für Verbraucherschutz, Ernährung und 
Landwirtschaft 
(Federal Ministry of Consumer Protection, Food and 
Agriculture) 
Mauerstrasse 29 – 32 
D-10117 Berlin 
Tel : 00 49 30 2006 3263 
Fax : 00 49 30 2006 3273 
Email : 311@bmvel.bund.de 
 
Prof. Dr. Rolf GROSSKLAUS 
Direktor und Professor   
Bundesinstitut für Risikobewertung 
Postfach 33 00 13 
D-14191 Berlin 
Tel : 00 49 30 8412 3230 
Fax : 00 49 30 8412 3715 
Email : fgr11@bfr.bund.de 
 
Mme Angelika MROHS 
Geschäftsführerin 
Bund für Lebensmittelrecht und 
Lebensmittelkunde e.V. 
Godesberger Allee 142 – 148 
D-53175 Bonn 
Tel : 00 49 228 819 9332 
Fax : 00 49 228 375 069 
Email : amrohs@bll-online.de 
 
GUINEA BISSAU – GUINEE BISSAU 
 
Rui CA 
Ingenieur Chimiste 
Chef de la Direction Alimentation et de l’eau 
Laboratoire de la Santé Publique 
Ministère de la Santé Publique 
Tel : 00 245 20 53 46 
Tel : 00 245 25 24 04 
Fax : 00 245 25 24 04 
Email : ruicas@yahoo.com.br 
 
HAÏTI 
 
Mme Roberta JEAN-BAPTISTE 
Assistant Directeur 
Direction du Contrôle de la Qualité et de la Protection du 
Consommateur 
Ministère du Commerce et de l’Industrie 
8 rue Légitime, Champ de Mars, Port-au-Prince 
Tel : 00 509 223 56 360 / 222 93 09 
Fax : 00 509 223 59 50 
Email : dcqpc.mci@acn2.net 

HUNGARY – HONGRIE - HUNGRIA 
 
Dr. Endre RACZ 
Head of Department 
Ministry of Agriculture and Regional Development 
PO – Box 1 
H-1860 Budapest 
Tel : 00 361 301 43 83 
Fax : 00 361 301 48 08 
Email : endre.racz@fvm.hu 
 
ICELAND – ISLANDE - ISLANDIA 
 
Mr. Thordur ASGEIRSSON 
Codex Contact in Iceland 
Director of Fisheries 
Directorate of Fisheries 
Ingolfsstraeti 1 
101 Reykjavik 
Tel : 00 354 569 7900 
Fax : 00 354 569 7991 
Email : thordur@fiskistofa.is 
 
INDIA - INDE 
 
Mme Rita TEAOTIA 
Joint Secretary 
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 
Nirman Bhavan 
New Delhi – 110011 
Tel : 00 91 11 2301 9195 
Fax : 00 91 11 2301 8842 
Email : jsrt@nb.nic.in 
 
Mr. Rahul KHULLAR 
Joint Secretary 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry 
Department of Commerce 
Udyog Bhavan 
New Delhi – 110011 
Telefax : 00 91 11 2301 5215 
Email : rkhullar@ub.nic.in 
 
Mr. Shailendra AGARWAL 
Director 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry 
Department of Commerce 
Udyog Bhavan 
New Delhi – 110011 
Telefax : 00 91 11 2301 5215  
Email : shailagarwal@ub.nin.in 
 
Mme Madhulika PRAKASH 
Director & Head (Food & Agri) 
Bureau of Indian Standards 
9, B.S. Zafar Marg 
New Delhi 110002 
Tel : 00 91 11 23231128 
Mobile : 009818719638 
Fax : 00 91 11 23231128 
Email : fad@bis.org.in 
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INDONESIA - INDONESIE 
 
Mme Nurasih SUWAHYONO 
Head of Center for Standard Application Systems 
National Standardization Agency 
BSN, Manggala Wanabakti Building 
Block 4th, 4th floor 
Jakarta 
Tel : 00 62 21 574 7043 
Fax : 00 62 21 574 7045 
Email : sps-2@bsn.or.id 
 
Mme Erniningsih HARYADI 
Secretariat Codex Contact Point 
National Standardization Agency 
BSN, Manggala Wanabakti Building 
Block 4th, 4th floor 
Jakarta 
Tel : 00 62 21 574 7043 
Fax : 00 62 21 574 7045 
Email : sps-2@bsn.or.id 
 
Mr. Meddy H. SEWAKA 
Head of Subdirectorate Product Standardization 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Taman Pejambon N° 6 
Jakarta 
Tel : 00 62 21 381 4211 
Fax : 00 62 21 351 9614 
Email : meddy-sewaka@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Aji SURYA 
Premier Secrétaire aux Affaires Economiques 
Ambassade d’Indonésie 
47-49 rue Cortambert 
75116 Paris (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 45 03 07 60 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 45 04 50 32 
 
IRELAND – IRLANDE – IRLANDA 
 
Mr. Martin C.O'SULLIVAN 
Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer 
Department of Agriculture and Food 
Agriculture House - Kildare Street 
Dublin 2 
Tel : 00 353 1 607 2213 
Fax : 00 353 1 661 0230 
Email : martin.osullivan@agriculture.gov.ie 
 
ITALY - ITALIE  - ITALIA 
 
Dr. Brunella LO TURCO 
Segretario Generale Comitato Nazionale Codex 
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole e Forestali 
Via XX Settembre 20 
00187 Roma 
Tel : 39 06 4665 6512 
Fax : 39 06 4880 273 
Email : qtc6@politicheagricole.it 
 

Dr. Ciro IMPAGNATIELLO 
Ministero Politiche Agricole e Forestali 
Via XX Settembre 20 - 00187 Roma 
Tel : 00 39 06 4665 6511 
Fax : 00 39 06 4880 273 
Email : c.impagnatiello@politiche.agricole.it 
 
JAPAN - JAPON 
 
Dr. UMEDA Tamami 
Director 
International Food Safety Planning, Department of Food 
Safety, 
Pharmaceutical and Food Safety Bureau, 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8916 
Tel : 00 81 3 3595 2326 
Fax : 00 81 3 3503 7965 
Email : umeda-tamami@mhlw.go.jp 
 
Dr. YOSHIKURA Hiroshi 
Adviser 
Department of Food Safety, Pharmaceutical and Food 
Safety Bureau 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo 100-8916 
Tel : 00 81 3 3595 2326 
Fax : 00 81 3 3595 7965 
Email : codexj@mhlw.go.jp 
 
Mr. OGAWA Ryosuke 
Director 
International Affairs Office, Food Safety and Consumer 
Policy Division, 
Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8950 
Tel : 00 81 3 5512 2291 
Fax : 00 81 3 3597 0329 
Email : ryousuke_ogawa@nm.maff.go.jp 
 
Mr. MIYAZAKO Masahiro 
Deputy Director 
Food Safety and Consumer Policy Division, Food Safety 
and Consumer Affairs Bureau, 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8950 
Tel : 00 81 3 5512 2291 
Fax : 00 81 3 3597 0329 
Email : masahiro_miyazako@nm.maff.go.jp 
 
Dr. ISSHIKI Kenji 
Deputy Director General 
Food Safety Commission Secretariat 
Prudential Tower 6F 
2-13-10 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8989 
Tel : 00 81 3 5251 9124 
Fax : 00 81 3 3591 2236 
Email : kenji.isshiki@cao.go.jp 
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Mme INOKUMA Yasuko 
Section Chief 
Food Safety Commission Secretariat 
Prudential Tower 6F 
2-13-10 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8989 
Tel : 00 81 3 5251 9146 
Fax : 00 81 3 3591 2236 
Email : yasuko.inokuma@cao.go.jp 
 
Mr. SUGIE Tatsuya 
Section Chief 
Food Safety Commission Secretariat 
Prudential Tower 6F 
2-13-10 Nagatacho, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8989 
Tel : 00 81 3 5251 9209 
Fax : 00 81 3 3591 2236 
Email : tatsuya.sugie@cao.go.jp 
 
Dr. IMAMURA Tomoaki 
Technical Adviser 
Associate Professor 
Department of Planning Information and Management 
The University of Tokyo Hospital 
7-3-1, Hongou, Bunkyou-ku, 
Tokyo 113-8655 
Tel : 00 81 3 5800 8716 
Fax : 00 81 3 5800 8765 
Email : imamura-t@umin.ac.jp 
 
KIRIBATI 
 
Dr. Kabwea TIBAN 
Director of Public Health & Codex Focal Point 
Ministry of Health and Medical Services 
PO Box 268 
Nawerewere, Tarawa 
Tel : 00 686 28100 Ext 205 
Fax : 00 686 28152 
Email : kabweatiban@yahoo.co.nz 
 
KOREA (REPUBLIC OF) 
COREE (REPUBLIQUE DE) 
COREA (REPUBLICA DE) 
 
Dr.  Jongsei PARK 
Chairperson of CCASIA 
LabFrontier Co., Ltd 
KSBC Building 
#Mt, 111-8, Iui-dong Yeongtong-gu, 
Suwon, Kyonggi-do, 443-766 
Tel : 00 82 31 259 6801 
Fax : 00 82 31 259 6802 
Email : ccasiachair@kfda.go.kr 
 
Dr. Heesun KIM 
Assistant Director 
Food Safety Division - Food Safety Bureau 
#231 Jinheungno Eunpyung-Gu, Seoul 122-704 
Tel : 00 82 2 380 1726 
Fax : 00 82 2 388 6896 
Email : hkim@kfda.go.kr 

 
Mlle Mi-Young CHO 
Senior Researcher 
Food Sanitation Council 
Ministry of Health and Welfare 
#231 Jinheungno Eunpyung-Gu 
Seoul, 122-704 
Tel : 00 82 2 380 1558 
Fax : 00 82 2 388 6396 
Email : miyoungcho@kfda.go.kr 
 
LAO PDR - LAOS 
 
Mme Viengxay VANSILALOM 
Codex Contact Point 
Deputy Head of Food Control Div 
Ministry of Health 
Food & Drug Department 
Simuang Road, Ventiane 
01000, LAO PDR 
Tel : 00 856 21 214013 
Fax : 00 856  21 214015 
Email : drug@laotel.com 
 
LATVIA – LETTONIE 
 
Mme Aija KAZOCINA 
Senior Officer 
Veterinary and Food Department 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Republikas laukums 2 
Riga, LV - 1981 
Tel : 00 371 7027 022 
Fax : 00 371 7027 205 
Email : aija.kazocina@zm.gov.lv 
 
LITHUANIA – LITUANIE 
 
Dr. Almantas KRANAUSKAS 
Deputy Director 
National Nutrition Center 
Ministry of Health 
Kalvariju Str. 153 
LT 2600 – Vilnius 
Tel : 00 370 5 2300022 / 00 370 61681002 
Fax : 00 370 5 2778713 
Email : almantas@rmc.lt 
 
MADAGASCAR 
 
Beby Hariuoro RAHANTAMALALA 
Chef de Service 
Direction de la Normalisation et de la Qualité 
BP 1316 
Antananarivo 101 
Tel : 00 261 22 238 60  
Email : dnq.sml@wanadoo.mg 
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MALAYSIA – MALAISIE - MALASIA 
 
Mme Noraini DATO’MOHD. OTHMAN 
Deputy Director (Codex) 
Food Safety and Quality Division 
Ministry of Health Malaysia 
Health Offices Complex 
Level 3, Block E7, Parcel E 
Federal Government Administrative Centre 
62590 Putrajaya 
Tel : 00 60 3 8883 3500 
Fax : 00 60 3 8889 3515 
Email : noraini_othman@moh.gov.my 
Email : noraini_mohdothman@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Dr. A’aisah SENIN 
Principal Assistant Director Same 
Food Safety and Quality Division 
Ministry of Health Malaysia 
Level 3, Block E7, Parcel E 
Federal Government Administrative Centre 
62590 Putrajaya 
Tel : 00 60 3 8883 3516 
Fax : 00 60 3 8889 3515 
Email : aaisah@moh.gov.my 
 
Mme Noraini SUDIN 
Director of PDAS 
Malaysia Palm Oil Board, 
Ministry of Plantation and Commodities 
PO Box 10620, 
Kuala Lumpur 50720 
Tel : 00 60 3 8925 9952 
Fax : 00 60 3 8922 1742 
Email : noraini@mpob.gov.my 
 
Mr. Raj R. D’NATHAN 
Deputy Undersecretary (Livestock) 
Crop, Livestock and Fishery Industry Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-Based Industry 
19th Floor, Putra Place,  
100, Jalan Putra 
50350 Kuala Lumpur 
Tel : 00 60 3 4045 3050 
Fax : 00 60 3 4045 8900 
Email : raj@agri.moa.my 
 
MALI 
 
Mr. Ousmane TOURE 
Directeur Général de l’Agence Nationale de la Sécurité 
Sanitaire des Aliments 
S/C Ministère de la Santé 
Bamako 
Tel : 00 223 222 0747  
Fax : 00 223 223 02 03 
Email : oussou_toure@hotmail.com 
 

MEXICO - MEXIQUE 
 
Mr. Jorge Antonio LOPEZ ZARATE 
Subdirector para la Atencion del Codex Alimentarius 
Y otros Organisations 
Direccion General de Normas 
Secretaria de Economia 
Av. Puente de Tecamachalco N° 6 piso 
Seccion Fuentes, Lomas de Tecamachalco 
C.P. 53950 
Naucalpan, Estado de Mexico 
Tel : 00 (5255) 5729 9100 Ext 43218 
Fax : 00 (5255) 5520 9715 
Email : jalopezz@economia.gob.mx 
Email : codexmex@economia.gob.mx 
 
Mme Renée SALAS GUERRERO 
Subdirectora Ejecutiva de Operacion Internacional 
Comision Federal Para la Proteccion 
Contra Riesgos Sanitarios (COFEPRIS) 
Monterrey #33 Piso 1 
Col Roma, Mexico D.F. 06700 
Tel : 00 (5255) 55148586 
Fax : 00 (5255) 52082974 
Email : rsalas@salud.gob.mx 
 
Mr. Victor Miguel GARCIA MORENO 
Subdirector de Inocuidad Agricola 
Secretaria de Agricultura, Ganaderia, Desarrollo Rural, 
Pesca y Alimentacio 
(SAGARPA) 
Municipio Libre 337 Piso 6-A Colonia Santa Cruz Atoyac 
Delegacion Benito Juarez, Distrito Federal 
03310 Mexico 
Tel : 00 52 55 9183 1000 Ext. 33830 
Fax : 00 52 55 9183 1000 Ext 33821 
Email : vmiguel@senasica.sagarpa.gob.mx 
 
MONGOLIA - MONGOLIE 
 
NANTSAG Batsuuri 
State Secretary 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture 
Government Building n° 9 Enkhtaivan 
Avenue 16A Ulaanfaatar 
210349 Mongolia 
Tel : 00 976 11 262802 
Fax : 00 976 11 452554 
Email : ng_batsuuri@yahoo.com 
 
MOROCCO – MAROC - MARRUECOS 
 
Mr. HACHIMI Larbi 
Directeur du Laboratoire Officiel d’Analyses et de 
Recherches Chimiques 
Ministère de l’Agriculture et du Développement Rural 
Tel : 00 212 22 302196 
Fax : 00 212 22 301972 
Email : loare@casanet.net.ma 
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Mr. MIKOU Najib 
Directeur du Développement 
Etablissement Autonome de Contrôle et de Coordination 
des Exportations 
72 Angle Bd Mohamed Smiha et rue Mohamed Baârani 
Casablanca 
Tel : 00 212 22 30 28 02 
Fax : 00 212 22 30 25 67 
Email : mikou@eacce.org.ma 
 
Mr. LACHHAB Hamid 
Chef du Service de la Réglementation Sanitaire 
Ministère de l’Agriculture, du Développement rural et des 
Pêches Maritimes 
Direction de l’Elevage et des Services  Vétérinaires 
Quartier administratif - Rabat 
Tel : 00 212 37 68 14 04 
Fax : 00 212 37 68 04 49 
Email : lachabhamid@yahoo.fr 
 
Mme SEBBAN Zakia 
Adjoint du Chef de Service de l’Hygiène Alimentaire 
Ministère de la Santé 
71, avenue Ibnsina 
Agdal – Rabat 
Tel :  00 212 60548508 – 00 212 37 671193 
Fax : 00 212 37671298 
Email : zakia.sebban@caramail.com 
  
NEPAL 
 
Mr. Ganga Prasad Manandhar 
Deputy Director General 
Department of Food Technology & Quality Control 
Babar Mahal 
Kathmandu 
Tel : 00 977 1 4240016 
Fax : 00 977 1 4262337 
Email : dftqc@mail.com.np 
 
NETHERLANDS - PAYS-BAS - PAISES BAJOS 
 
Mr. Robert TOP 
Senior Policy Officer Food Safety 
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport 
Food and Nutrition Division 
PO Box 20350 
2500 EJ The Hague 
Tel : 00 31 70 340 69 63 
Fax : 00 31 70 340 55 54 
Email : r.top@minvws.nl 
 
Mme Sandra HEUMER 
Policy Officer International Communications 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality 
Department of Food Quality and Animal Health 
PO Box 20401 
2500 EK The Hague 
Tel : 00 31 70 378 40 45 
Fax : 00 31 70 378 6141 
Email : s.heumer@minlnv.nl 
 

Mme Ria C. WESTENDORP 
Senior Policy Officer Food Safety 
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport 
Food and Nutrition Division 
PO Box 20350 
2500 EJ The Hague 
Tel : 00 31 70 340 69 63 
Fax : 00 31 70 340 55 54 
Email : mcvestendorp@minvws.nl 
 
Mr. Kari TÖLLIKKÖ 
Principal Administrateur 
Secrétariat Général du Conseil de l’Union Européenne 
175 rue de la Loi 
B-1048 Bruxelles (Belgique) 
Tel : 00 32 2 285 78 41 
Fax : 00 32 2 285 61 98 
Email : kari.tollikko@consilium.eu.int 
 
NEW ZEALAND 
NOUVELLE ZELANDE 
NUEVA ZELANDIA 
 
Dr. Steve HATHAWAY 
Director 
Programme Development 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority  
PO. Box 646 - Gisborne 
Tel. : 00 64 6 867 1144 
Fax : 00 64 6 868 5207 
Email : steve.hathaway@nzfsa.govt.nz 
 
Mr. Sundararaman RAJASEKAR 
Programme Manager (Codex) 
New Zealand Food Safety Authority  
PO Box 2835 - Wellington 
Tel : 00 64 4 463 2576 
Fax : 00 64 4 463 2583 
Email : rajasekars@nzfsa.govt.nz 
 
NIGERIA 
 
Mme Titilope Omowunmi OWOLABI 
Deputy Director / Head 
Registration and Regulatory Affairs Directorate, 
National Agency for Food & Drug 
Administration and Control (NAFDAC) 
23, Temple Road, Ikoyi 
Lagos, Nigeria 
Tel : 00 234 1 2695142  
Fax : 00 234 1 2695006 
Email : titiowol@yahoo.com 
 
NORWAY – NORVEGE - NORUEGA 
 
Mme Gisken Beate THOEN 
Head of Section 
Legal and International Coordination 
Norwegian Food Safety Authority 
Head Office, P.O. Box 383 
N-2381 Brumunddal 
Tel : 00 47 23 21 66 29 
Fax : 00 47 23 21 68 00 
Email : gibth@mattilsynet.no 
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Mlle Bente ODLO 
Adviser 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
P.O. Box 8007 Dep. 
N-0030 Oslo 
Tel : 00 47 22 24 91 38 
Fax : 00 47 22 24 95 59 
Email : bente.odlo@lmd.dep.no 
 
Mlle Tone MATHESON 
Senior Advisor 
Ministry of Health and Care Services 
PO Box 8011 Dep 
N-0030 Oslo 
Tel : 00 47 22 24 86 50 
Fax : 00 47 22 24 86 56  
E-mail : tone.matheson@hod.dep.no 
 
Mr Lennart JOHANSON 
Deputy Director General 
Department of Aquaculture, Seafood and Markets 
Norwegian Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs 
PO Box 8118 Dep, 
NO-0032 Oslo 
Tel : 00 47 22 24 26 65  
Fax : 00 47 22 24 56 78 
E-mail: lennart.johanson@fkd.dep.no 
 
PANAMA 
 
Mme Prof. Itzel ARJONA 
Investigador Adjunto IV 
Universidad Tecnologica de Panama 
Apdo 6-2894 El Dorado 
Panama 
Tel : 00 507 290 8452 
Fax : 00 507 290 8447 
Email : itzel.arjona@utp.ac.pa 
 
PARAGUAY 
 
Mme Elina LOPEZ 
Premier Secrétaire 
Ambassade du Paraguay 
1, rue Saint-Dominique 
75007 Paris (France) 
Tel : 00 33 (0)1 42 22 85 05 
Fax : 00 33 (0)1 42 22 57 03 
Email : embaparf@noos.fr 
 
POLAND – POLOGNE - POLONIA 
 
Mme Magdalena ZELAZNA 
Senior Specialist, International Cooperation Department 
Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection 
30 Wspolna St. 00-930 Warsaw 
Tel : 00 48 22 623 29 04 
Fax : 00 48 22 623 29 97 
Email : mzelazna@ijhar-s.gov.pl 
 

Mme Marta SOBIERAJ 
Specialist, International Cooperation Department 
Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection 
30 Wspolna St. 00-930 Warsaw 
Tel : 00 48 22 623 29 03 
Fax : 00 48 22 623 29 97 
Email : kodeks@ijhar-s.gov.pl 
 
ROMANIA – ROUMANIE - RUMANIA 
 
Mr. Ion NISIPASU 
Chief of Department 
National Sanitary Veterinary and Food Safety Authority 
Negustori, 1B, Sector 2 
Bucharest 
Tel : 00 40 21 307 8567 
Fax : 00 40 21 307 8683 
Email : dana@ansv.ro 
 
Mme Dana Roberta ION 
Councellor 
National Sanitary Veterinary and Food Safety Authority 
Negustori, 1B, Sector 2 
Bucharest 
Tel : 00 40 21 307 8567 
Fax : 00 40 21 307 8683 
Email : dana@ansv.ro 
 
SAMOA 
 
Mr. Lemalu Tate SIMI 
Chief Executive Officier 
& Chairman National Codex Committee 
Ministry of Commerce Industry and Labour 
P.O. Box 862 
Apia 
Tel : 00 685 20 441 
Fax : 00 685 20 443 
Email : ltsimi@mcil.gov.ws 
 
SENEGAL 
 
Mr. Diakhaïdia DIARRA 
Coordonnateur Comité National Codex 
Ministère de la Santé et Prévention Médicale 
BP 10604 Dakar-Liberté 
Tel : 00 221 638 3456 / 825 7732 
Fax : 00 221 825 0849 
Email : diakhay53@yahoo.com 
 
SLOVENIA - SLOVENIE 
 
Mme Pavcic MARUSA 
Head of  Sector for Food Safety 
Ministry of Health 
Stefanova 5 
1000 Ljubljana 
Tel : 00 386 1 478 68 51 
Fax : 00 386 1 478 68 56 
Email : marusa.pavcic@gov.si 
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SLOVAK REPUBLIC – REPUBLIQUE DE 
SLOVAQUIE 
 
Dr. Kitti NEMETH 
Deputy Director for Foreign Relations 
Food Research Institute 
Priemyselna’ 4 
PO Box 25 
Bratislava 
Tel : 00 421 2 50237134 
Fax : 00 421 2 55571417 
Email : kitti.nemeth@stuba.sk 
 
Mlle Michaela PISOVA 
Coordinator for EU 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Food Safety Department 
Dobrovicova 12 
Bratislava 812 66 
Tel : 00 421 2 59266 542 
Fax : 00 421 2 5296 3738 
Email : michaela.pisova@land.gov.sk 
 
SOLOMON ISLANDS – ILES SALOMON 
 
Mr. David HO’OTA 
Codex Contact Point 
Senior Laboratory Analyst 
Environmental Health Division 
Ministry of Health and Medical Services 
PO Box 349, Honiara 
Tel : 00 677 38871 
Fax : 00 677 38871 
Email : jskabei@solomon.com.sb 
Email : dth8@hotmail.com 
 
SOUTH AFRICA – AFRIQUE DU SUD 
 
Dr. B. NTSHABELE 
Department of Agriculture 
Private Bag X250 
0001 Pretoria 
Tel : 00 27 17 319 6754 
Fax : 00 27 12 319 6867 
Email : boitshokon@nda.agric.za 
 
SPAIN - ESPAGNE - ESPANA 
 
Da Elisa REVILLA GARCIA 
Subdirectora General Adjunta de Planificacion 
Alimentaria 
Ministerio de Agricultura, Pesca y Alimentacion 
Paseo Infanta Isabel, 1 
28071 – Madrid 
Tel : 00 34 91 347 45 96 
Fax : 00 34 91 347 57 28 
Email : erevilla@mapya.es 
 

Mr. Juan Carlos CALVO HUERTA 
Jefe de Servicio de la Comision Interministerial para la 
Ordenacion Alimentaria 
Secretaria General de la Agencia Espanola de Seguridad 
Alimentaria 
Ministerio de Sanidad y Consumo 
C/Alcala 56 
28071 Madrid 
Tel : 00 34 91 338 00 40 
Fax : 00 34 91 338 08 83 
Email : jcalvo@msc.es 
 
SUDAN – SOUDAN 
 
Mr. Hamdi Abbas IBRAHIM 
Director 
Standards and Quality Control Unit 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
PO Box 285 
Khartoum 
Tel : 00 249 918 211 470 – 00 249 183 774 688 
Fax : 00 249 183 782 027 – 00 249 183 781 749 
Email : hamdi20072000@yahoo.com 
Email : hamdi163@hotmail.com 
 
SURINAM - SURINAME 
 
Mme Ratna RAMRATTANSING 
Legal Officer 
Minstry of Agriculture, Animal Husbandries and Fisheries 
Letitia Vriesdelaan 8-10 
Tel : 00 597 425 017 
Fax : 00 597 470 301 
Email : ratna_lvv@yahoo.com 
 
SWEDEN – SUEDE - SUECIA 
 
Mme Kerstin JANSSON 
Deputy Director 
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Consumer Affairs 
S-103 33 Stockholm 
Tel : 00 46 8 405 11 68 
Fax : 00 46 8 20 64 96 
Email : kerstin.jansson@agriculture.ministry.se 
 
Mme Eva ROLFSDOTTER LÖNBERG 
Codex Coordinator 
National Food Administration 
Box 622, S-751 26 Uppsala 
Tel : 00 46 18 17 55 47 
Fax : 00 46 18 10 58 48 
Email : eva.lonberg@slv.se 
 
SWITZERLAND – SUISSE – SUIZA 
 
Mme Awilo OCHIENG PERNET 
Responsable Codex Alimentarius 
Sécurité Alimentaire Internationale et Contacts 
Internationaux y relatifs 
Office Fédéral de la Santé Publique 
Schwarzenburgstrasse 165, CH-3003 Berne 
Tel : 00 41 31 322 00 41 
Fax : 00 41 31 322 95 74 
Email : awilo.ochieng@bag.admin.ch 
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Dr. Urs KLEMM 
Sous-Directeur 
Office Fédéral de la Santé Publique 
Gotthelfstrass 14 
CH-5000 Aarau 
Tel : 00 41 79 44 98 305 
Fax : 00 41 62 02 27 421 
Email : urs.klemm@bag.admin.ch 
 
Dr. Andrea BRAUN-SCHERHAG 
Global Head of Regulatory Affairs 
DSM Nutritional Products 
Building 241, Office 415 
PO, Box 3255 
CH-4002 Basel 
Tel : 00 41 61 688 18 68 
Fax : 00 41 61 688 16 35 
Email : andrea.braun-scherhag@dsm.com 
 
Dr. Hervé NORDMANN 
Director Scientific & Regulatory Affairs 
Ajinomoto Europe 
En Crochet 1 
CH-1143 Apples VD 
Tel : 00 41 21 800 37 63 
Fax : 00 41 21 800 40 87 
Email : herve.nordmann@asg.ajinomoto.com 
 
TANZANIA - TANZANIE 
 
Mme Bertha MAMUYA 
Laboratory Manager 
Goverment Chemist 
Laboratory Agency 
PO Box 164 
Dar-es-Salaam 
Tel : 00 255 22 211 3383 / 4 
Fax :  00 255 22 211 3320 
Email : mamuyab@yahoo.com 
 
THAILAND -  THAILANDE - TAILANDIA 
 
Mr. Somchai CHARNNARONGKUL 
Deputy Secretary General 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food 
Standards 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
3 Rajadamnern Nok Avenue 
Bangkok 10200 
Tel : 00 662 280 3882 
Fax : 00 662 280 3886 
Email : somchaic@acfs.go.th 
 
Mlle Metanee SUKONTARUG 
Director, Office of Commodity and System Standards 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food 
Standards 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
3 Rajadamnern Nok Avenue 
Bangkok 10200 
Tel : 00 662 280 3900 
Fax : 00 662 280 3899 
Email : metanee@acfs.go.th 
 

Mme Oratai SILAPANAPAPORN 
Assistant Director, 
Office of Commodity and System Standards 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and Food 
Standards 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
3 Rajadamnern Nok Avenue 
Bangkok 10200 
Tel : 00 662 280 3887 
Fax : 00 662 280 3899 
Email : oratai@acfs.go.th 
 
Mlle Pakprapai THONTIRAVONG 
Third Secretary, Division of Economic Information 
Department of International Economic Affairs 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Sri Ayudhya 
Bangkok 10400 
Tel : 00 662 643 5237 
Fax : 00 662 643 5236 
Email : pakprapt@mfa.go.th 
 
Mme Warnwara INTARAPRASIT 
Deputy Manager (International Trade) 
Thai Food Processors Association 
170/21-22, Ocean Tower 1Bldg 
Ratchadapisek Road, Klongtoey 
Bangkok 10110 
Tel : 00 662 261 2684-6 
Fax : 00 662 261 2996-7 
Email : thaifood@thaifood.org 
 
Mr. Boonpeng SANTIWATTANATAM 
Vice-Chairman of Food Processing Industry Club 
The Federation ot Thai Industries 
Queen Sirikit National Convention Center, Zone C 
4th floor, 60 Ratchadapisek Road, Klongtoey 
Bangkok 10110 
Tel : 00 662 229 4255 ext 505 
Fax : 00 662 229 4937 
Email : foodgroup@off-fti.or.th 
 
TONGA 
 
Mme Mele T. ‘AMANAKI 
Principal Food Technologist 
Codex Contact Point for Tonga 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry & Food 
P.O. Box 14, Nuku’alofa 
Tel : 00 676 25 355 
Fax : 00 676 23 093 
Email : amanakim@maf.gov.to 
 
TUNISIA – TUNISIE 
 
Mme Mélika HERMASSI 
Chargée du Secrétariat du Comité Tunisien du Codex 
Alimentarius 
Centre Technique de l’agro-alimentaire 
12, rue de l’Usine 
2035 la charguia II 
Tel : 00 216 71 940 081 
Fax : 00 216 71 941 080 
Email : codextunisie@email.ati.tn 
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Mr. Samir BEN CHEIKH 
Cadre de Direction, chargé de la Normalisation à 
l’INNORPI 
Institut National de la Normalisation et de la Propriété 
Industrielle 
Ministère de l’Industrie et de l‘Energie 
Rue 8451 n°8 par la rue Alain Savary 
BP 57 - Cité El Khadra 
1003 Tunis 
Tel : 00 216 71 785 922 
Fax : 00 216 71 781 563 
Email : inorpi@email.ati.tn 
 
Souad BEN JEMAA 
Sous-Directeur 
Direction Générale des Industries Alimentaires 
Ministère de l’Industrie de l’Energie et des petites et 
moyennes entreprises 
Tel : 00 216 71 289 562 – 00 216 71 891 251 
Fax : 00 216 71 789 159 
Email : codextunisie@email.ati.tn 
 
Prof. Kamel BOUZOUITA 
Directeur Général 
Agence Nationale de contrôle sanitaire et environnemental 
des produits 
Tel :  00 216 71 962 386 
Fax : 00 216 71 960 146 
Email  : hamadi.dekhil@rns.tn 
 
UGANDA – OUGANDA 
 
Mr. Samuel BALAGADDE 
Head Technical Liaison Division 
Uganda National Bureau of Standards 
PO Box 6329, Kampala 
Tel : 00 256 41 222 367 
Fax : 00 256 41 286 123 
Email : unbs@infocom.co.ug 
Email : samuel.balagadde@unbs.org 
 
UNITED KINGDOM - ROYAUME-UNI - 
REINO UNIDO 
 
Mr. Nick TOMLINSON 
Head of Chemical Safety Division 
Food Standards Agency - Room 509 
Aviation House - 125 Kingway 
London, WC2B 6NH 
Tel : 00 44 20 7276 8562 
Fax : 00 44 20 7276 8513 
Email : nick.tomlinson@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Mr. Michael WIGHT 
Head of European Union and International Strategy 
Food Standards Agency – Room 622 
Aviation House - 125 Kingsway 
London, WC2B 6NH 
Tel : 00 44 20 7276 8183 
Fax : 00 44 20 7276 8004 
Email : michael.wight@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
ETATS UNIS D’AMERIQUE 
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA 
 
Dr. F. Edward SCARBROUGH 
U.S. Manager for Codex 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue SW 
Room 4861 - South Building 
Washington, DC 20250 
Tel : 00 1 202 205 7760 
Fax : 00 1 202 720 3157 
Email : ed.scarbrough@fsis.usda.gov 
 
Dr. Catherine CARNEVALE 
Director, Office of Constituent Operations 
Food and Drug Administration (HFS-550) 
5100 Paint Branch Parkway 
College Park, MD 20740 
Tel : 00 1 301 436 1723 
Fax : 00 1 301 436 2618 
Email : catherine.carnevale@cfsan.fda.gov 
 
Mme Karen STUCK 
Assistant Administrator 
Office of International Affairs 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Room 3143 South Building 
Washington, DC 20250 
Tel : 00 1 202 720 3473 
Fax : 00 1 202 690 3856 
Email : karen.stuck@fsis.usda.gov 
 
Dr. Karen HULEBAK 
Chief Scientist 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independance Avenue, SW – Room 341E 
Washington, DC20205-3700 
Tel : 00 1 202 720 5735 
Fax : 00 1 202 690 2980 
Email : karen.hulebak@fsis.usda.gov 
 
Mme Mary Frances LOWE 
Program Advisor - Office of Pesticide Programs 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (7506C) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW 
Washington, DC 20460 
Tel : 00 1 703 305 5689 
Fax : 00 1 703 3081850 
Email : lowe.maryfrances@epa.gov 
 
Dr. Armia TAWADROUS 
Office of International Affairs 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
1400 Independence Ave, SW 
Room 3843 South Building 
Washington C 20250 
Tel : 00 1 202 720 2933 
Fax : 00 1 202 720 6050 
Email : armia.tawadrous@fsis.usda.gov 
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Dr. H. Michael WEHR 
Codex Program Coordinator 
US Food and Drug Administration 
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition 
Room 1B-003 Harvey Wiley Building 
5100 Paint Branch Parkway 
College Park, MD 20740 
Tel : 00 1 301 436 1724 
Fax : 00 1 301 436 2618 
Email : michael.wehr@cfsan.fda.gov 
 
Mme Tshanda KALOMBO 
International Trade Specialist 
Office of EU and Regional Affairs 
International Trade Administration 
US Department of Commerce 
Washington, DC 20230 
Tel : 00 1 202 482 2561 
Fax : 00 1 202 482 2897 
Email : tshanda_kalombo@ita.doc.gov 
 
Mr. Richard WHITE 
Office of  the U.S. Trade Representative 
600 17th Street, NW 
Winder Bldg, Room 415 
Washington, DC 20508 
Tel : 00 1 202 395 9582 
Fax : 00 1 202 395 4579 
Email : richard-white@ustr.eop.gov 
 
Mme Marsha ECHOLS 
Law Office of Marsha Echols 
3286 M Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20007 
Tel : 00 1 202 625 1451 
Fax : 00 1 202 625 9126 
Email : mechols@earthlink.net 
 
Mr. Raul GUERRERO 
2424 W. 131st Street 
Carmel IN 46032 
Tel : 00 1 317 844 4677 
Fax : 00 1 317 844 4677 
Email : guerrero_raul_j@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. C.W. McMILLAN 
C.W. McMillan Company 
P.O. Box 10009 
Alexandria, VA 22310 
Tel : 00 1 703 960 1982 
Fax : 00 1 702 960 4976 
Email : cwmco@aol.com 
 
Mr. Doug NELSON 
Executive Vice President 
General Counsel & Secretary 
Crop Life America 
1156 15th Street, NW 
Suite 400 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
Tel : 00 1 202 872 3880 
Fax : 00 1 202 463 0474 
Email : dnelson@croplifeamerica.org 
 

Mme Peggy ROCHETTE 
Sr.Director of International Policy 
Food Products Association 
1350 I Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
Tel : 00 1 202 639 5921 
Fax : 00 1 202 639 5991 
Email : prochet@fpa-food.org 
 
Mr. Jim ROZA 
Director of Quality Assurance 
NOW Foods 
395 S. Glen Ellyn Road 
Bloomingdale, Ill 60108 
Tel : 00 1 630 545 9098 Ext. 120 
Fax : 00 1 630 858 8656 
Email : jim.roza@nowfoods.com 
 
ZIMBABWE 
 
Mr. Fredy CHINYAVANHU 
Deputy Chief Government Analyst Laboratory 
Food Control 
P.O. Box CY 231 
Causeway 
Tel : 00 263 4 792 026 
Fax : 00 263 4 708 527 
Email : fchinyavanhu@healthnet.zw 
 
Mme Unesu USHEWOKUNZE-OBATOLU 
Director 
Department of Veterinary Technical Services 
Box CY 551, Causeway 
Harare 
Tel : 00 263 4 791 227 
Email : dvts@africaonline.co.zw 
 
OBSERVER COUNTRIES 
PAYS OBSERVATEURS 
PAISES OBSERVADORES 
 
SAO TOME ET PRINCIPE 
 
Dr. Aurélio CARVALHO 
Responsable Nutricion e Seguranca Alimentas 
Ministerio da Sanidad 
Direccion General de Salud 
C.P. 23 Sao Tomé et Principe 
Tel :  
Fax : 00 239 221 306 / 00 239 222 329 
Email : aureliocarvalho@hotmail.com 
 
CHAIRPERSON OF THE COMMISSION 
PRESIDENT DE LA COMMISSION 
PRESIDENTE DE LA COMISIÓN 
 
Dr. Stuart SLORACH 
Deputy Director-General 
National Food Administration 
Box 622 
S-751 26 Uppsala 
Tel : 00 46 18 17 55 94 
Fax : 00 46 18 10 58 48 
Email : stsl@slv.se 
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INTERNATIONAL GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 
ORGANISATIONS GOUVERNEMENTALES 
INTERNATIONALES 
ORGANIZACIONES GUBERNAMENTALES 
INTERNACIONALES 
 
IIF – IIR (Institut International du Froid – 
International Institute of Refrigeration) 
 
Mr. Jacques GUILPART 
CEMAGREF 
Div. GPAN (Unité de Recherche Génie des Procédés 
Frigorifiques) 
BP 44 
92163 Antony Cedex 
Tel : 01 40 96 60 26 
Fax : 01 40 96 60 75 
Email : jacques.guilpart@cemagref.fr 
 
Mr. Félix DEPLEDT 
Institut International du Froid 
177, boulevard Malesherbes 
75017 Paris (France) 
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ALINORM 05/28/33A 
APPENDIX II 

 
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE PROCEDURAL MANUAL RESULTING FROM THE 

ABOLITION OF THE ACCEPTANCE PROCEDURE 
 

STATUTES OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS COMMISSION 

ARTICLE 1 

The Codex Alimentarius Commission shall, subject to Article 5 below, be responsible for making proposals 
to, and shall be consulted by, the Directors-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the 
World Health Organization (WHO) on all matters pertaining to the implementation of the Joint FAO/WHO 
Food Standards Programme, the purpose of which is: 

(a) protecting the health of the consumers and ensuring fair practices in the food trade; 

(b) promoting coordination of all food standards work undertaken by international governmental and 
non governmental organizations; 

(c) determining priorities and initiating and guiding the preparation of draft standards through and 
with the aid of appropriate organizations; 

(d) finalizing standards elaborated under (c) above and, after acceptance by governments, publishing 
them in a Codex Alimentarius either as regional or world wide standards, together with 
international standards already finalized by other bodies under (b) above, wherever this is 
practicable; 

(e) amending published standards, asafter appropriate, survey in the light of developments. 

 
PROCEDURES FOR THE ELABORATION OF CODEX STANDARDS AND RELATED TEXTS 

 

Note:  These procedures apply to the elaboration of Codex standards and related texts (e.g, codes 
of practice, guidelines, etc.)  adopted by the Codex Alimentarius Commission as 
recommendations for governments 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Paragraphs 1 to 8 : Unchanged 

9. Codex standards and related texts are published and are sent to governments as well as to 
international organizations to which competence in the matter has been transferred by their Member 
States (see Part 5 of this document). 

PART 1 TO  4 : UNCHANGED 

PART 5.  SUBSEQUENT PROCEDURE CONCERNING PUBLICATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF 
CODEX STANDARDS 

The Codex standard or related text is published and issued to all Member States and Associate Members of 
FAO and/or WHO and to the international organizations concerned.  Members of the Commission and 
international organizations to which competence in the matter has been transferred by their Member States 
notify the Secretariat of the status or use of the Codex standard in accordance with the notification 
acceptance procedure set out in paragraph 4, paragraph 5 or paragraph 6 of the General Principles of the 
Codex Alimentarius, whichever is appropriate.  Member States and Associate Members of FAO and/or 
WHO that are not Members of the Commission are also invited to notify the Secretariat if they wish to 
accept the Codex standard. 

The Secretariat publishes periodically details of notifications received from governments and from 
international organizations to which competence in the matter has been transferred by their Member States 
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with respect to the acceptance or otherwise of Codex standards and in addition to this information an 

appendix for each Codex standard (a) listing the countries in which products conforming with such standard 
may be freely distributed, and (b) where applicable, stating in detail all specified deviations which may have 
been declared in respect to acceptance. 

The above mentioned publications will constitute the Codex Alimentarius. 

The Secretariat examines deviations notified by governments and reports periodically to the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission concerning possible amendments to standards which might be considered by the 
Commission in accordance with the Procedure for the Revision and Amendment of Recommended Codex 
Standards. 

SUBSEQUENT PROCEDURE CONCERNING PUBLICATION, ACCEPTANCE AND POSSIBLE EXTENSION OF 
TERRITORIAL APPLICATION OF THE REGIONAL STANDARD 

The Codex Regional Standard is published and issued to all Member States and Associate Members of FAO 
and/or WHO and to the international organizations concerned.  Members of the region or group of countries 
concerned notify the Secretariat of the status and use the Codex Regional Standard in accordance with the 
notification procedure set out in Section 4 of the General Principles of the Codex Alimentarius.  Other 
Members of the Commission may likewise notify the Secretariat of their use of the standard or of any other 
measures they propose to adopt with respect thereto, and also submit any observations as to its application.  
Member States and Associate Members of FAO and/or WHO that are not Members of the Commission are 
invited to notify the Secretariat of the status or use of the Codex standard. 

It is open to the Commission to consider at any time the possible extension of the territorial application of a 
Codex Regional Standard or its conversion into a World-wide Codex Standard. in the light of all 
notifications received. 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE AMENDMENT OF CODEX STANDARDS ELABORATED BY CODEX COMMITTEES 
WHICH HAVE ADJOURNED SINE DIE 

1. The need to consider amending or revising adopted Codex standards arises from time to time for a 
variety of reasons amongst which can be: 

(a) changes in the evaluation of food additives, pesticides and contaminants; 

(b) finalization of methods of analysis; 

(c) editorial amendments of guidelines or other texts adopted by the Commission and related to all or a 
group of Codex standards e.g. “Guidelines on Date Marking”, “Guidelines on Labelling of Non-retail 
Containers”, “Carry-over Principle”; 

(d) consequential amendments to earlier Codex standards arising from Commission decisions on 
currently adopted standards of the same type of products; 

(e) consequential and other amendments arising from either revised or newly elaborated Codex 
standards and other texts of general applicability which have been referenced in other Codex standards 
(Revision of General Principles of Food Hygiene, Codex Standard for the Labelling of Prepackaged 
Foods); 

(f) technological developments or economic considerations e.g. provisions concerning styles, packaging 
media or other factors related to composition and essential quality criteria and consequential changes in 
labelling provisions; 

(g) modifications of standards being proposed following an examination of government notifications of 
acceptances and specified deviations by the Secretariat as required in accordance with the Procedure for 
the Elaboration of Codex standards i.e. “Subsequent Procedure concerning Publication and Acceptance 
of Codex Standards”, page 36. 

2. The “Guide to the Procedure for the Revision and Amendment of Codex Standards” (see page 27) 
covers sufficiently amendments to Codex standards which have been elaborated by still active Codex 
Committees [and those mentioned] under paragraph 1 (g) above.  In the case of amendments proposed to 
Codex standards elaborated by Codex Committees which have adjourned sine die, the procedure places an 
obligation on the Commission to “determine how best to deal with the proposed amendment”.  In order to 
facilitate consideration of such amendments, in particular, those of the type mentioned in para. 1 (a), (b), (c), 
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(d), (e) and (f), the Commission has established more detailed guidance within the existing procedure for 
the amendment and revision of Codex standards. 

3. In the case where Codex committees have adjourned sine die: 

(a) the Secretariat keeps under review all Codex standards originating from Codex Committees 
adjourned sine die and to determine the need for any amendments arising from decisions of the 
Commission, in particular amendments of the type mentioned in para. 1(a), (b), (c), (d) and those of (e) 
if of an editorial nature.  If a need to amend the standard appears appropriate then the Secretariat should 
prepare a text for adoption in the Commission; 

(b) amendments of the type in para (f) and those of (e) of a substantive nature, the Secretariat in 
cooperation with the national secretariat of the adjourned Committee and, if possible, the Chairperson of 
that Committee, should agree on the need for such an amendment and prepare a working paper 
containing the wording of a proposed amendment and the reasons for proposing such amendment, and 
request comments from Member Governments:  (a) on the need to proceed with such an amendment and 
(b) on the proposed amendment itself.  If the majority of the replies received from Member 
Governments is affirmative on both the need to amend the standard and the suitability of the proposed 
wording for the amendment or an alternative proposed wording, the proposal should be submitted to the 
Commission with a request to approve the amendment of the standard concerned.  In cases where 
replies do not appear to offer an uncontroversial solution then the Commission should be informed 
accordingly and it would be for the Commission to determine how best to proceed. 

 
GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 

PURPOSE OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 

1. The Codex Alimentarius is a collection of internationally adopted food standards presented in a 
uniform manner.  These food standards aim at protecting consumers’ health and ensuring fair practices in the 
food trade.  The Codex Alimentarius also includes provisions of an advisory nature in the form of codes of 
practice, guidelines and other recommended measures intended to assist in achieving the purposes of the 
Codex Alimentarius.  The publication of the Codex Alimentarius is intended to guide and promote the 
elaboration and establishment of definitions and requirements for foods to assist in their harmonization and 
in doing so to facilitate international trade. 

SCOPE OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 

2. The Codex Alimentarius includes standards for all the principle foods, whether processed, semi-
processed or raw, for distribution to the consumer. Materials for further processing into foods should be 
included to the extent necessary to achieve the purposes of the Codex Alimentarius as defined.  The Codex 
Alimentarius includes provisions in respect of food hygiene, food additives, pesticide residues, contaminants, 
labelling and presentation, methods of analysis and sampling.  It also includes provisions of an advisory 
nature in the form of codes of practice, guidelines and other recommended measures. 

NATURE OF CODEX STANDARDS 

3. Codex standards contain requirements for food aimed at ensuring for the consumer a sound, 
wholesome food product free from adulteration, correctly labelled and presented.  A Codex standard for any 
food or foods should be drawn up in accordance with the Format for Codex Commodity Standards and 
contain, as appropriate, the criteria listed therein. 

ACCEPTANCE OF CODEX COMMODITY STANDARDS 

4.A. A Codex standard may be accepted by a country in accordance with its established legal and 
administrative procedures in respect of distribution of the product concerned, whether imported or home 
produced, within its territorial jurisdiction in the following ways: 

(i) Full acceptance 
(a) Full acceptance means that the country concerned will ensure that a product to which the standard 

applies will be permitted to be distributed freely, in accordance with (c) below, within its territorial 
jurisdiction under the name and description laid down in the standard, provided that it complies with all 
the relevant requirements of the standard. 
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(b) The country will also ensure that products not complying with the standard will not be permitted to be 

distributed under the name and description laid down in the standard. 

(c) (c)The distribution of any sound products conforming with the standard will not be hindered by any legal 
or administrative provisions in the country concerned relating to the health of the consumer or to other 
food standard matters except for considerations of human, plant or animal health which are not 
specifically dealt with in the standard. 

(ii) Acceptance with specified deviations 
Acceptance with specified deviations means that the country concerned gives acceptance, as defined in 
paragraph 4.A(i), to the standard with the exception of such deviations as are specified in detail in its 
declaration of acceptance;  it being understood that a product complying with the standard as qualified by 
these deviations will be permitted to be distributed freely within the territorial jurisdiction of the country 
concerned.  The country concerned will further include in its declaration of acceptance a statement of the 
reasons for these deviations, and also indicate: 
(a) whether products fully conforming to the standard may be distributed freely within its territorial 

jurisdiction in accordance with paragraph 4.A(i); 
(b) whether it expects to be able to give full acceptance to the standard and, if so, when. 

(iii) Free distribution 
A declaration of free distribution means that the country concerned undertakes that products conforming 
with a Codex commodity standard may be distributed freely within its territorial jurisdiction insofar as 
matters covered by the Codex commodity standard are concerned. 
B. A country which considers that it cannot accept the standard in any of the ways mentioned above 
should indicate: 

(i) whether products conforming to the standard may be distributed freely within its territorial 
jurisdiction; 

(ii) in what ways its present or proposed requirements differ from the standard, and, if possible the 
reasons for these differences. 

C. (i) A country which accepts a Codex standard according to one of the provisions of 4.A is responsible 
for the uniform and impartial application of the provisions of the standard as accepted, in respect of all 
home-produced and imported products distributed within its territorial jurisdiction.  In addition, the country 
should be prepared to offer advice and guidance to exporters and processors of products for export to 
promote understanding of and compliance with the requirements of importing countries which have accepted 
a Codex standard according to one of the provisions of 4.A. 

 (ii) Where, in an importing country, a product claimed to be in compliance with a Codex standard is 
found not to be in compliance with that standard, whether in respect of the label accompanying the product 
or otherwise, the importing country should inform the competent authorities in the exporting country of all 
the relevant facts and in particular the details of the origin of the product in question (name and address of 
the exporter), if it is thought that a person in the exporting country is responsible for such non-compliance. 

ACCEPTANCE OF CODEX GENERAL STANDARDS 

5.A. A Codex general standard may be accepted by a country in accordance with its established legal and 
administrative procedures in respect of the distribution of products to which the general standard applies, 
whether imported or home-produced, within its territorial jurisdiction in the following ways: 

(i) Full acceptance 

Full acceptance of a general standard means that the country concerned will ensure, within its territorial 
jurisdiction, that a product to which the general standard applies will comply with all the relevant 
requirements of the general standard except as otherwise provided in a Codex commodity standard.  It also 
means that the distribution of any sound products conforming with the standard will not be hindered by any 
legal or administrative provisions in the country concerned, which relate to the health of the consumer or to 
other food standard matters and which are covered by the requirements of the general standard. 

(ii) Acceptance with specified deviations 

Acceptance with specified deviations means that the country concerned gives acceptance, as defined in 
paragraph 5.A(i), to the general standard with the exception of such deviations as are specified in detail in its 
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declaration of acceptance.  The country concerned will further include in its declaration of acceptance a 
statement of the reasons for these deviations, and also indicate whether it expects to be able to give full 
acceptance to the general standard and, if so, when. 

(iii) Free distribution 

A declaration of free distribution means that the country concerned undertakes that products conforming 
with the relevant requirements of a Codex general standard may be distributed freely within its territorial 
jurisdiction insofar as matters covered by the Codex general standard are concerned.  

B. A country which considers that it cannot accept the general standard in any of the ways mentioned 
above should indicate in what ways its present or proposed requirements differ from the general standard, 
and if possible, the reasons for these differences. 

C. (i) A country which accepts a general standard according to one of the provisions of paragraph 5.A is 
responsible for the uniform and impartial application of the provisions of the standard as accepted, in respect 
of all home produced and imported products distributed within its territorial jurisdiction.  In addition, the 
country should be prepared to offer advice and guidance to exporters and processors of products for export to 
promote understanding of and compliance with the requirements of importing countries which have accepted 
a general standard according to one of the provisions of paragraph 5.A. 

 (ii) Where, in an importing country, a product claimed to be in compliance with a general standard is 
found not to be in compliance with that standard, whether in respect of the label accompanying the product 
or otherwise, the importing country should inform the competent authorities in the exporting country of all 
the relevant facts and in particular the details of the origin of the product in question (name and address of 
the exporter), if it is thought that a person in the exporting country is responsible for such non-compliance. 

ACCEPTANCE OF CODEX MAXIMUM LIMITS FOR RESIDUES OF PESTICIDES AND  VETERINARY DRUGS IN 
FOOD 

6.A. A Codex maximum limit for residues of pesticides or veterinary drugs in food may be accepted by a 
country in accordance with its established legal and administrative procedures in respect of the distribution 
within its territorial jurisdiction of (a) home-produced and imported food or (b) imported food only, to which 
the Codex maximum limit applies in the ways set forth below.  In addition, where a Codex maximum limit 
applies to a group of foods not individually named, a country accepting such Codex maximum limit in 
respect of other than the group of foods, shall specify the foods in respect of which the Codex maximum 
limit is accepted. 

(i) Full acceptance 

Full acceptance of a Codex maximum limit for residues of pesticides or veterinary drugs in food means that 
the country concerned will ensure, within its territorial jurisdiction, that a food, whether home-produced or 
imported, to which the Codex maximum limit applies, will comply with that limit.  It also means that the 
distribution of a food conforming with the Codex maximum limit will not be hindered by any legal or 
administrative provisions in the country concerned which relate to matters covered by the Codex maximum 
limit. 

(ii) Free distribution 
A declaration of free distribution means that the country concerned undertakes that products conforming 
with the Codex maximum limit for residues of pesticides or veterinary drugs in food may be distributed 
freely within its territorial jurisdiction insofar as matters covered by the Codex maximum limit are 
concerned. 

B. A country which considers that it cannot accept the Codex maximum limit for residues of pesticides 
or veterinary drugs in foods in any of the ways mentioned above should indicate in what ways its present or 
proposed requirements differ from the Codex maximum limit and, if possible, the reasons for these 
differences. 

C. A country which accepts a Codex maximum limit for residues of pesticides or veterinary drugs in 
food according to one of the provisions of paragraph 6.A sóhould be prepared to offer advice and guidance to 
exporters and processors of food for export to promote understanding of and compliance with the 
requirements of importing countries which have accepted a Codex maximum limit according to one of the 
provisions of paragraph 6.A. 
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D. Where, in an importing country, a food claimed to be in compliance with a Codex maximum limit is 
found not to be in compliance with the Codex maximum limit, the importing country should inform the 
competent authorities in the exporting country of all the relevant facts and, in particular, the details of the 
origin of the food in question (name and address of the exporter), if it is thought that a person in the 
exporting country is responsible for such non-compliance. 

WITHDRAWAL OR AMENDMENT OF ACCEPTANCE 

7. The withdrawal or amendment of acceptance of a Codex standard or a Codex maximum limit for 
residues of pesticides or veterinary drugs in food by a country shall be notified in writing to the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission’s Secretariat who will inform all Member States and Associate Members of FAO 
and WHO of the notification and its date of receipt.  The country concerned should provide the information 
required under paragraphs 4.A(iii), 5.A(iii), 4.B, 5.B or 6.B above, whichever is appropriate.  It should also 
give as long a notice of the withdrawal or amendment as is practicable. 

REVISION OF CODEX STANDARDS 

48. The Codex Alimentarius Commission and its subsidiary bodies are committed to revision as 
necessary of Codex standards and related texts to ensure that they are consistent with and reflect current 
scientific knowledge and other relevant information.  When required, a standard or related text shall be 
revised or removed using the same procedures as followed for the elaboration of a new standard.  Each 
member of the Codex Alimentarius Commission is responsible for identifying, and presenting to the 
appropriate committee, any new scientific and other relevant information which may warrant revision of any 
existing Codex standards or related texts. 

 

GUIDELINES FOR THE ACCEPTANCE PROCEDURE FOR CODEX STANDARDS 
THE IMPORTANCE OF A RESPONSE TO EVERY NOTIFICATION 

1. The Codex Alimentarius is the record of Codex Standards and of acceptances or other notifications by 
Member Countries or international organizations to which competence in the matter has been transferred by 
their Member States.  It is revised regularly to take account of the issue of new or amended standards and the 
receipt of notifications.  It is important that governments respond to every issue of new or amended 
standards.  Governments should aim at giving formal acceptance to the standards.  If acceptance or free 
circulation cannot be given unconditionally, the deviations or conditions, and the reasons, can be included in 
the response.  Early and regular responses will ensure that the Codex Alimentarius can be kept up to date so 
as to serve as an indispensable reference for governments and international traders. 

2. Governments should ensure that the information in the Codex Alimentarius reflects the up to date 
position.  When changing national laws or practices the need for a notification to the Codex Secretariat 
should always be kept in mind. 

3. The Codex procedure for elaboration of standards enables governments to participate at all stages.  
Governments should be able to make an early response to the issue of a Codex standard and should do their 
utmost to be ready to do so. 

THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS: NOT A SUBSTITUTE FOR, OR ALTERNATIVE TO, REFERRING TO NATIONAL 
LEGISLATION 

4. Every country’s laws and administrative procedures contain provisions which it is essential to 
understand and comply with.  It is usually the practice to take steps to obtain copies of relevant legislation 
and/or to obtain professional advice about compliance.  The Codex Alimentarius is a comparative record of 
the substantive similarities and differences between Codex Standards and corresponding national legislation.  
The Codex Standard will not normally deal with general matters of human, plant or animal health or with 
trade marks.  The language which is required on labels will be a matter for national legislation and so will 
import licences and other administrative procedures. 

5. The responses by governments should show clearly which provisions of the Codex Standard are 
identical to, similar to or different from, the related national requirements.  General statements that national 
laws must be complied with should be avoided or accompanied by details of national provisions which 
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require attention.  Judgement will sometimes be required where the national law is in a different form or 
where it has different provisions. 

OBLIGATIONS UNDER THE ACCEPTANCE PROCEDURE 

6. The obligations which a country undertakes under the acceptance procedure are included in paragraph 4 
of the General Principles.  Paragraph 4.A(i)(a) provides for free distribution of conforming products, 
4.A(i)(b) with the need to ensure that products which do not conform may not be distributed “under the name 
and description laid down”.  Paragraph 4.A(i)(c) is a general requirement not to hinder the distribution of 
sound products, except for matters relating to human, plant or animal health, not specifically dealt with in the 
standard.  Similar provisions are included in Acceptance with Specified Deviations. 

7. The essential difference between acceptances and notifications of free distribution is that a country 
which accepts, undertakes to enforce the Codex standard and to accept all the obligations set out in the 
General Principles subject to any specified deviations. 

8. The Codex Committee on General Principles (CCGP) and the Commission (CAC) have reviewed the 
acceptance procedure and notifications by governments on a number of occasions.  While recognizing that 
difficulties can arise from time to time in reconciling the obligations of the acceptance procedure with the 
laws and administrative procedures of a Member Country, the CCGP and the CAC have determined that the 
obligations are essential to the work and status of the CAC and that they should not be weakened in any way.  
The purpose of these guidelines therefore is to assist governments when they are considering how, in the 
light of the objectives of the acceptance procedure, to respond to Codex Standards. 

THE RETURN OF THE RESPONSE 

9. The principal decision which is required is whether to notify an acceptance according to one of the 
methods prescribed, or non acceptance as provided for in 4.B.  Free distribution (4.A(iii)) does not carry with 
it the obligation to prevent non conforming products from being circulated, and it may be useful in cases 
where there is no corresponding national standard and no intention to introduce one. 

THE NEED FOR AN INFORMED, RESPONSIBLE JUDGEMENT WHEN COMPARING THE CODEX STANDARD WITH 
NATIONAL LAWS 

10. There will be some occasions when the detail in the Codex Standard is identical with national laws.  
Difficulties will arise however when national laws are in a different form, contain different figures or no 
figures at all, or in cases where there may be no standard in the country which corresponds in substance to 
the Codex Standard.  The authority responsible for notifying the response to the CAC is urged to do its best 
to overcome any such difficulties by the exercise of its best endeavours and to respond, after such 
consultations as may be appropriate with the national organizations.  The grounds on which the judgement 
has been based can be made clear in the notification.  It may well be that they will not be such as to justify an 
acceptance, because of the obligations to stop the distribution of non conforming products, but a statement of 
free circulation should be possible on the basis of the facts and practices of each case.  If there was a court 
decision or change in the law or practice subsequently, an amending response should be made. 

PRESUMPTIVE STANDARDS 

11. A presumptive standard is one which is assumed to be the standard in the absence of any other.  (A 
presumption in law is the assumption of the truth of anything until the contrary is proved.)  Some countries 
have said that a Codex MRL is the presumptive limit for a pesticide residue.  Countries may be able and 
willing to regard a Codex Standard as the presumptive standard in cases where there is no corresponding 
standard, code of practice or other accepted expression of the “nature, substance or quality” of the food.  A 
country need not apply the presumption to all the provisions of the standard if the details of its additives, 
contaminants, hygiene or labelling rules are different from those in the standard.  In such a case the 
provisions in the Codex Standard defining the description, essential composition and quality factors relating 
to the specified name and description could still be the presumptive standard for those matters. 

12. The justification for regarding the Codex Standard as a presumptive standard is the fact that it is the 
minimum standard for a food elaborated in the CAC “so as to ensure a sound, wholesome product free from 
adulteration, correctly labelled and presented”.  (General Principles, Paragraph 3.)  The word minimum does 
not have any pejorative connotations: it simply means the level of quality and soundness of a product judged 
by consensus to be appropriate for trade internationally and nationally. 
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13. Whether a presumptive standard would merit an acceptance would depend on whether the country 

concerned could say that non conforming products could not be distributed under the same name and 
description laid down in the standard.  However it would enable a declaration of free circulation to be made 
and countries are asked to give the idea serious consideration. 

 FORMAT AND CONTENT OF CODEX STANDARDS 

Scope 

14. This section, together with the name of the standard and the name and description laid down in the 
labelling section, should be examined in order to assess whether the obligations of the acceptance procedure 
can properly be accepted. 

Description, essential composition and quality factors 

15. These sections will define the minimum standard for the food.  They will be the most difficult to address 
unless by chance the details are virtually identical (i.e. ignoring significant matters of editorial expression or 
format).  However, a country which has taken part in the elaboration of the standard either by attending the 
meetings or by sending comments under the Step Procedure has, no doubt, consulted national organizations 
on the extent to which the draft provisions in the standard would be acceptable nationally.  This factual 
information needs to be turned into a formal response when the standard is sent out for acceptance.  
Countries are asked to do their best to exercise an informal judgement on lines discussed in Paragraph 7 
above.  Some of the quality criteria e.g. allowances for defects may represent good manufacturing practice or 
be left to trade contracts.  This will have to be taken into account.  A free distribution response ought to be 
possible in most cases. 

Food Additives 

16. The food additives included in the standard have been assessed and cleared by JECFA.  The Commodity 
Committee and the CCFAC have assessed technological need and safety in use.  If national laws are 
different, all the detailed differences should be reported.  It should be borne in mind, however, that the aim of 
international food standardization work is to harmonize policies and attitudes as much as possible.  Therefore 
every effort should be made to keep deviations to the minimum. 

Contaminants 

17. If national limits apply they should be quoted if not the same as those laid down in the Codex Standard.  
Where general laws about safety, health or nature of the food apply, the limits quoted in the standard could 
properly be regarded as representing those which are unavoidable in practice and within safety limits. 

Hygiene and Weights and Measures 

18. If national requirements are different they should be reported. 

Labelling 

19. The General Standard for the Labelling of Prepackaged Foods represents the international consensus on 
information to be included on the labels of all foods. 

20. Governments are exhorted to use the General Standard as a basis for their national legislation and to 
keep differences to an absolute minimum especially those of detail or minutiae.  Governments should 
observe the footnote to the Scope section and should ensure that all compulsory provisions relating to 
presentation of information which are additional to, and different from, those in the standard should be 
notified.  Any other compulsory provisions in national legislation should also be notified if they are not 
provided for in the Codex standard.  The labelling provisions in Codex standards include sections of the 
revised General Standard by reference.  When accepting a Codex commodity standard, a country which has 
already accepted and responded to the General Standard can then refer to the terms of that acceptance in any 
subsequent responses.  As much specific information as is relevant and helpful should be given.  In 
particular, this should include the name and description relating to the food, the interpretation of any special 
requirements relating to the law or custom of the country, any additional details about presentation of the 
mandatory information and detailed differences if any in the labelling requirements e.g. in relation to class 
names, declaration of added water, declaration of origin.  It will be assumed that the language(s) in which the 
particulars should be given will be as indicated by national legislation or custom. 
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Methods of Analysis and Sampling 

21. The obligations which a country assumes in accepting the following Codex Defining Methods of 
Analysis included in Codex standards are as follows1: 

(a) Codex Defining Methods of Analysis (Type I) are subject to acceptance by governments just as are 
the provisions which they define and which form part of Codex standards. 

 “Full acceptance” of a Codex Defining Method means the acceptance that the value provided for in 
a Codex standard is defined by means of the Codex method.  In determining compliance with the 
value in the Codex standard, governments undertake to use the Codex Defining Method, especially 
in cases of disputes involving the results of analysis. 

 “Non acceptance” of Codex Defining Method or acceptance of Codex standards with substantive 
deviations in the Codex Defining Methods means acceptance of the Codex standard with specified 
deviation. 

(b) The “acceptance” of Codex standards containing Codex Reference Methods of Analysis (Type II) 
means the recognition that Codex Reference Methods are methods the reliability of which has been 
demonstrated on the basis of internationally acceptable criteria.  They are, therefore, obligatory for 
use, i.e. subject to acceptance by governments, in disputes involving the results of analysis.  “Non 
acceptance” of the Codex Reference Method or acceptance of Codex standards with substantive 
deviations in the Codex Reference Methods for use in disputes involving methods of analysis, 
should be taken to mean acceptance of the Codex standard with specified deviation. 

(c) The “acceptance” of Codex standards containing Codex Alternative Approved Methods of 
Analysis (Type III) means the recognition that Codex Alternative Approved Methods are methods 
the reliability of which has been demonstrated in terms of internationally acceptable criteria.  They 
are recommended for use in food control, inspection or for regulatory purposes. 

 “Non acceptance” of a Codex Alternative Approved Method does not constitute a deviation from 
the Codex standard. 

(d) Since the reliability of the Tentative Methods (Type IV) has not yet been endorsed by the Codex 
Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling on the basis of the internationally accepted 
criteria, it follows that they cannot be regarded as final Codex methods.  Type IV methods may, 
eventually become Type I, II or III methods with the resultant implications regarding the 
acceptance of Codex methods.  Type IV methods are, therefore, not recommended as Codex 
methods until their reliability has been recognized by the CCMAS.  They may be included in draft 
Codex standards or in Codex standards provided their non approved status is clearly indicated. 

SUMMARY 

22. Governments are urged to respond to every issue of Codex standards.  The inclusion of responses in 
the Codex Alimentarius will enable the CAC and Member Governments to address the question of closer 
approximation of international and national requirements.  Governments are urged to take the Codex 
standard fully into consideration when changing their national laws.  The Codex Alimentarius will always be 
an invaluable reference for governments and for international traders although national legislation must 
always be consulted and complied with. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES  

FAO/WHO Coordinating Committees  

 (h) promotes the useacceptance of Codex standards and related textsmaximum limits for residues by 
member countries. 

 

 

                                                 
1  The Committee on General Principles, when elaborating these Guidelines, noted that the Classification of Methods was under 

review by the Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling and that the application of Part (b) particularly could 
be unnecessarily restrictive. 

 


