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1. During the 26th Session of CCFICS in 2023, the Chairperson advised that she would write to the CAC 
Chairperson to seek advice about the extent to which Geographical Indication (GIs) could be considered 
within the mandate of CCFICS and would share the correspondence with CCFICS1.  

2. Attached to this information document, are the correspondences between the Chairperson of CCFICS and 
the Chairperson of CAC on questions related to GIs. 

  

 
1 REP23/FICS paragraph 71. 



 

 

30 August 2024 

Attention of Mr Tom Black: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter seeking my views as Chairperson of the Codex 

Alimentarius Commission (CAC) in respect of the ongoing work in the Codex Committee on Food 

Inspection and Certification Systems (CCFICS) on food fraud, specifically the following footnote 3 on 

geographical indicators and related labelling restrictions, mentioned in Section 2: Purpose/Scope of the 

draft guidelines i.e.  

“Footnote 3 - Issues of intellectual property (IP), such as geographic indicators (GIs) and 

related labelling restrictions which do not represent a risk to public health and are beyond 

the scope of Codex are not addressed within this guideline.” 

In preparing this response, I have consulted with the Codex Secretariat on matters related to 

procedures and if there have ever been any discussions in the Commission on Issues of intellectual 

property (IP), such as geographic indicators (GIs). 

According to the Procedures of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, it is the Commission that 

decides, taking into account the Criteria for the Establishment of Work Priorities, to elaborate a Codex 

Standard or related text and also decides which subsidiary body or other body should undertake the work. 

Under such criteria, when a Codex Committee such as CCFICS proposes to elaborate a standard within its 

terms of reference, it should first consider the priorities established by the Commission in the strategic 

plan, any specific relevant outcomes of the critical review conducted by CCEXEC, and the prospect of 

completing the work within a reasonable period of time. The work on the development of Codex Guidance 

on the prevention and control of food fraud was approved by CAC44. This included agreement on the 

main areas to be covered as follows:  

“The work will include the development of guidance on food fraud, with a view of improving 

risk management activities and the exchange of information between competent 

authorities and other relevant government agencies related to the prevention of food fraud 

that may impact the health and safety of the consumer and/or disruption of trade. The 

guidance should also include the following elements: (1) Definitions for key food fraud terms 

for the purpose of this new work; (2) Roles and responsibilities of competent authorities and 

food businesses when addressing food fraud; (3) Cooperation and exchange of information 

between importing and exporting countries in situations where food fraud has been 

identified; and (4) Guidance on how countries can address food fraud within their national 

food control systems. The work will include a review of existing CCFICS texts to identify 

where necessary areas of the National Food Control Systems may need updating or 

amending.” 
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The scope of any Codex text should be clearly articulated to facilitate its elaboration and 

subsequent use and be consistent with Article 1 of the Statutes of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, 

which provides that the purpose of the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme is “protecting the 

health of consumers and ensuring fair practices in the food trade”.  

The question as to whether aspects related to intellectual  property, such as geographic indicators 

(GIs), certification marks, trademarks or labelling restrictions, should be taken into account in Codex work 

has been raised in the past, in the context of elaborating commodity standards, namely cheeses (CAC27 

paragraph 146-120 and appendix X; CAC28 paragraph 167-176 and CAC28/INF16 ). However, this has not 

led to an overall conclusion by CAC with regard to whether or not they should be considered when taking 

a decision on new work in Codex. 

In this context, after consultations with the Codex Secretariat and the legal offices of FAO and 

WHO, it is important to note that any matter related to the scope of new work or Codex standard or 

related text under elaboration by any Codex Committee ultimately lies with the Commission, as the final 

determination on these issues is vested in Members. It would further rest with the Members to decide 

how they would apply the resulting guidance within their respective legal frameworks, taking into account 

their other existing legal obligations and frameworks, including any international agreements to which 

they are party.   

Yours faithfully, 

Steve Wearne 
Chairperson 

Codex Alimentarius Commission 
Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Tom Black 

The Chairperson of CCFICS 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry 

Australian Government 

https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FMeetings%252FCX-701-27%252Fal04_41e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FMeetings%252FCX-701-27%252Fal04_41e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FMeetings%252FCX-701-28%252Fal28_41e.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fao-who-codexalimentarius/sh-proxy/en/?lnk=1&url=https%253A%252F%252Fworkspace.fao.org%252Fsites%252Fcodex%252FShared%2BDocuments%252FArchive%252FMeetings%252FCAC%252Fcac28%252Fif28_16e.pdf
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