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Small scale fisheries in ICCAT (work in progress)

o Small scale fisheries: two major “groups” 
o (observed pattern not a definition :: “hard work”)

o a) Artisanal
 Subsistence/commercial, 
 Local market, 
 Fresh/chilled products, 
 Activity: Territorial waters (sometimes EEZ) 
 Fleet: small vessels (LOA: 4 to 12/15 m)
 Gear: many gears (& multi-propose)
 ...

o b) Recreational/Sport (hard to differentiate)
 (but Recreational “contains” Sport)

 Ludic (non-commercial product)
 Self-consumption
 Fresh mostly (alive fish usual released alive)
 Activity: EEZ (high-seas ?)
 Fleet: small scale mostly (LOA <= 15 m ?)
 Major gears: RR,  HAND
 ...

Current situation at ICCAT:
- some elements in gear (SPHL, SPOR, SURF)
- some fleets having a suffix descriptor 

- “art” : artisanal fleet
- “rec”: recreational fleet

ICCAT Fleet codes have three components:
 Fishing flag (ISO-3166:A3) :: quota share (%TAC)
 Flag of Vessel (ISO-3166:A2) :: includes chartering
 Suffix descriptor (generic :: flexible) 
 (can accommodate: base port/fishing 

zone/fishery/[others])

Solution found (evolving):
→ Define new fleets using suffix descriptors 

(whenever required & after agreement with 
CPC)

Fleets
- Artisanal: use suffix “art”
- Recreational: use suffix “rec” (could contain Sport)
- Sport: use suffix “spor” (if applicable)
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The USA case (Fleet “USA-Rec” => “USA-US-rec”)

USA T1 nominal catch (t) fraction: (2000 to 2016 & “1-major tuna species”) 
- after replacing gear SPOR/SPHL by RR and reallocating  catches to fleet “USA-Rec” (to be normalized as “USA-US-rec”)


