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GLOBAL VME DATABASE

UNGA Res 61/105 para 90

FAO to create a global database of information on VMEs in
ABNJ to assist States in assessing any impacts of bottom
fisheries on VMEs.

Wide VME definition used

A VME is here taken as any area meeting the FAO DSF
criteria that could be impacted by deep-sea bottom
fisheries, whether it is:

 known or unknown,
* inside or outside of a fishing area, and/or

* with or without management measures. 4
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VME OUTPUT — online viewing

Corner Seamounts NW Atlantic
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OUTPUT - for Print

Database on Vuinerable Marine Ecosystems (VME)

Corner Rise Seamounts
Past reports
Geographic referance: Northwest Atlantic Launch the VME map viewer B
Local name: Corner Rise Seamounts
Area type: VME
Status: Established
VME Criteria: Not specified

Valigity period: from 2007 up to 2014
Reporting year: 2012

Table of contents

B

Geographic Description
Ceordinates of closure: 35°00°00°N 48°00°00°W , 36°C0°00°N 48°00° 00" W, 36°00°00° N
S2°00°00°wW, 35°00°00°N 52°00°00"W

Geo References {~]

Intersecting areas

The following areas have been found as Intersecting the VME area "Comer rise Seamounts”
« FAQ major aress: 21: Atlantic, Northwest
» RFB Competence Ares: ICCAT, IWC, NAFO, NAMMCO, NASCO

Proximity
The following areas have been found In the proximity of the VME area "Corner rise
Seamounts™

= Large Marine Ecosystem Areas (LME): Scotian Shelf

. MPA: XXX

= EBSA: YYY

Metrics 171

Area surface: 40 000 Km?

Cocrdinates: 35°00°00°N 48°00°00°W , 36°00 00N 48°00°00"W, 36°00 00°N 52°00°00"W,
35°00°00° N 52°00° 00" W.

Centroid Coordinates: 35°30° N 50°00°W

Criteria

Survey data locations Lasneh the VEE mep Weser 1

Aggregation level: 1'x1' degree cell

Description: Free taxt

——

Plasse legin to sccans the sery SERSECARR AL rTH darA

Map lagand §41

VME Identification Methodology

Initisily this area was ciosed as a precautionary measure In resporse to UNGA Res. 61/105
In 2010 the NAFO Sclentific Cound! examined published information and confirmed the
available information supports the designation of these areas &s vuinerable marine
ecosystems, (NAFO SC Report Jun 2010 VIL1.dv (p. 46)).

Habitat Characteristics

Biological characteristics

Topoegraphical features constituting mega-habitats and host or are likely to host VME habi-
tats Incuding corals, sponges and vulnerable fish species such as aforsing spp., crange
roughy and sliver roughy, wreckfish and cardinal

Physical characteristics

A group of 19 extinct submarine volcanoes in the northwest Atlantic forming part of the Cor-
ner Rise Seamount chain, Seabed at c. 5000-5500 m, seamounts rising to ¢. 1400-800 m.
{SCR Dec 07/61).

Geofarm: Seamounts

Depth zone - Abyssal_>1000m
Bathymetry: Min 800 m - Max 1400 m
Horizontal distribution: Oceanic

Bottom type:
Climatic zone: Temperate
Water Condition:

Fisheries and other pressures

Management

Management overview
Free text - Overview of Management (kind of policy, rules, status, existence of co-
management, etc.) specifically referring to the concerned VME.

VME Objective
Reason for desure: Protection of fragile benthic structure foeming fauna, such as hard
corals, from SAI by demersal fishing.

Monitoring system

Rel |.cd fisheries
0 hi

Vessel-related measures

Encounter protocols

In the event of an expleratory fishery, the following Interim encounter provisicn woulkd
apply:

2009-2012: Cease fishing and move on 2 nmiles when threshold levels are ex-ceeded
Inform Secretarist to request Con-tracting Parties to implement & temporary closure.
Reviewed by NAFO Scientific Council.

2008: Cease fishing upon encounter with evidence of VME

Fishing activity-related measures
2011 Rollover of existing messures untdl 31 Dec 2014. Closed to demersal fishing with
of an exploratory fishing not exceed-ing 20% of the fishable srea of each

Fisheries

Fishing activity has existed on the Comer Seamounts for many years, and catches over 10
000 tons were re-moved In the 1570¢ by USSR vessels, on seamounts both inside and
cutside the NAFO Convention Ares, using & combination of bottom and mid-water trawling.,
The main species in most of these fisheries was aiforsine. Fishing since then has occurred
sporadically, with reported catches being at much lower levels. There is evidence that
fisheries which occurred In the past may not have been sustainabie. SC Rep, 2007,p. 35)
One seamount was repeatedly fished during 2003-2007 using demersal trawl gear. The
most impoctant species in the catches were alfonsing (Beryx spiendens), tlack scatbardfish
{Aphanopus carto) and wredkfish (Polyprion americanus), comprising 58% of the total
catch. (SCR Doc. 07/, 07/26)

View related Fisheries »

Footprints

Uand Crteria: - Not specilied

This ares was closed to protect benthic fauns on seamounts as a precautionary measure
following UNGA Res. 61/105.

Description: Free text Launch the VME map viewsr B4

et ani

Wap legesd 441

seamount. (CEM 2011, Art. 15)

Aquatic species-related measures
Free text

Gear-related mensures
Free text

Source of information

NAFOQ Conservation and Enforcement Measures J/

Bibliography

NAFO Conservation and Enforcement Measures 2012 (NAFO/FC Doc.12/1 S/N N6001) /
NAFO/FC Dec. 11/1 /*
NAFO/FC Doc. 10/1 /

Related Databases

Other data bases or information systems redevant (o the VME record.

BRME) B

Citation

TAQ. © 2012 Database on Vuinerabie Manine Ecosystems (VME). Cormer Rise st:r*)n
VME Reports. In: FAQ Fisheries and Aquacuiture Department [online]. Rome. Updated 12
June 2012. [Oited 13 June 2012]. http://www.fao.crg/fishery/vme/12345




AN OUTPUT - detail explained

Exploratory fishing protocol

Exploratory fishing covers all bottom
fishing activities (a) outside of the existing
bottom fishing area and (b) to fisheries
within the existing bottom fishing area tha
chow significant change. [Art 1bis).

h rotoc

Source MNAFO CEM 2010

It is difficult and time
consuming to summarise
negotiated text. A quick
link to the source
document allows for the
summary text to be
reduced. This is quicker to
input and directs the user
to the source.

I Summary texts

References

LLink to source document in pdf via bookmarks

Chapter Ibis

BOTTOM FISHERIES IN THE NAKO
REGULATORY AREA

Article Ibis - Purpose and definitions



INPUT
Input information falls into four categories

General Measures Meeting Reports
* W W
D T ID 7D
RFE_ID RFE_ID RFE_ID
YME_ID Year_ID Year_ID
RFE_FishingAreas_GeneralText Meeting_Date
\FBE _WMEs_GeneralText Report_Summary
Committee
Citation
VME_Indicatorsp Link_Tagged_File
WME_Threshold Link_Source
"aHE Coord WME_Encounter
WME_Status Citation
VME_Description_Physical Link_CEM_Bookmarked
VME_Description_Biology Link_CEM_Source
VME_Description_Fishery
VME_Description_Other
VME_SpecificMeasure

% 1D
RFE_ID
RFB_L
RFB_ManagementCommittee
RFE_ScientificCommittee
RFE_Convention_Area
RFE_Area_Convention_Coord

RFE_Regualtory_Area
RFB_Regulatory_Area_Coord
R FE L

RFE_Convention

RFB: about management body
VME: about a single VME

General Measures: about rules

Meeting Reports: about decisions 4-




CONTENT OPTIONS

An example from NAFO (2 FC and 3 SC report in 2008)

MEETING REPORTS

Are citations and links to
of reports really necessary?

oo '- * Allows summaries of negotiated texts
to be reduced to informative bullet
points?

B e * [inds difficult to find source material
— = SR  © Gcts you to the REAL source text

* Citable

* Transparent

* Access to all regional body reports

* And is a little more work inputting
* Some technical challenges in linking

L E



CONTENT DISPLAY OPTIONS

Exploratory fishing protocol
Bottom Fishing Areas

Exploratory fishing covers all bottom
F011: Mew Ch Botton F'|5|"|'|r|E Activities 'F-IEI"I-Ir'lEj activities I:E:I outside of the existing

drafted and fishing footprint adopted [CM bottom fishing area and (b) to fisheries
22-11]. within the existing bottom fishing area that

show significant change. (Art 1bis).
Exploratory fisheries must be conducted
according to an exploratory fisheries

hrn:rtn:n:n:rl (Art 3his; Annex XXV I-IV) and are =

2010: The development of the fishing
footprint proceded using data from EU and
Mambian that was in the required format.

Source SEAFO CM 22-11 Bottom Fishing Actiy Source NAFO CEM 2010

* Year tag * No year tag
* Earlier years shown e Earlier years not shown

* Linking issues * Box empty if no info in year

o



LINKS TO OTHER FAO DATABASES

Regional Fishery Bodies (RFB) FIRMS Fishery Management
Fact Sheets Fact Sheets

* perfect  Currently more for fish resources

* removes one box from VME * Would require extending

online display * Need box in VME online display
* Need links to sections for
functionality

f‘.vu,u] ann ‘Aunu; llln-.-. Organizaton of the United FiSherles a nd

Aquaculture Department _— -
Sote map  Email us |
s | OF | Przccad |OK| Fishery Fact Sheet Search | et | x|

Home  Aboutus  Actmiies  Stabstics  Geolnfo  Moemgsand News  Publications  Fact Sheels NnmagRent Tapart 4N

Northeast Atlantic NEAFC high seas fisheries, 2009

| €1 nix | Print S f y g A Dhat INEAFC existing high sess fisheries

(RFE s Reglonal Fishery Bodles Summary Descriptions

: Aboat RF B o) South Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement (SIOFA)

APPROACH: JURISDICTRONAL

Mission
Objectives

Fishing Activity

*Kl
Fishery Area J

0 Relerences for Northeast Asantc 4]







