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UNGA Res 61/105 para 90 

FAO to create a global database of information on VMEs in 
ABNJ to assist  States in assessing any impacts of bottom 
fisheries on VMEs. 

GLOBAL VME DATABASE 

Wide VME definition used 

A VME is here taken as any area meeting the FAO DSF 
criteria  that could be impacted by deep-sea bottom 
fisheries, whether it is: 

•   known or unknown, 

•   inside or outside of a fishing area, and/or  

•   with or without management measures. 



VME  AND BOTTOM 
FISHERIES 

(Published Information) 
 
• VME and bottom fisheries 
overview 
• VME definitions 
• Publications and references 
• Management body (RFMO/A, 
States) 
• Toolbox 

CONTENT 

DATA AREA 
(protected) 

 
• Data and repository 
• Industry page 

WIKI STYLE USER 
EDITABLE AREA 

(under direct control of 
data owners) 

 
• Contacts and addresses 
• Research projects  and 
surveys 



VME OUTPUT – online viewing 

Description 

Map 
(MapViewer) 

Measures 

History 

Management 
body 

RFB Meeting 
reports 

 



OUTPUT - for Print 



AN OUTPUT -  detail explained 

References 

Summary texts 

Link to source document in pdf via bookmarks 

It is difficult and time 
consuming to summarise 
negotiated text. A quick 
link to the source 
document allows for the 
summary text to be 
reduced. This is quicker to 
input and directs the user 
to the source. 



INPUT 
Input information falls into four  categories 

RFB: about management body 

VME: about a single VME 

General Measures: about rules 

Meeting Reports: about decisions 

updates    Every 3-5 yrs 

                   Every 1-3 yrs 

                   Every 1 yr 

                   Every 3 -6 mths  



CONTENT OPTIONS 
-CITATIONS AND REPORTS- 

An example from NAFO (2 FC and 3 SC report in 2008)  

Are citations and links to exact 
sections of reports really necessary? 
 
• Allows summaries of negotiated texts 
to be reduced to informative bullet 
points? 
• Finds difficult to find source material 
• Gets you to the REAL source text 
• Citable 
• Transparent 
• Access to all regional body reports 
--------------------------------------------- 
• And is a little more work inputting 
• Some technical challenges in linking 



CONTENT DISPLAY OPTIONS 
-YEAR TAGS- 

•  Year tag 

•  Earlier years shown 

•  Linking issues 

or 

•  No year tag 

•  Earlier years not shown 

•  Box empty if no info in year 



LINKS TO OTHER FAO DATABASES 
Regional Fishery Bodies (RFB) 

Fact Sheets  
•  perfect 
•  removes one box from VME 
online display  
 

FIRMS Fishery Management 
Fact Sheets 

• Currently more for fish resources 
• Would require extending 
• Need box in VME online display 
• Need links to sections for 
functionality 
 
 



THANK YOU 


