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Challenges of urban growth have rural linkages crossing
environmental, economic, and social dimensions

What programs, policies, toolkits What programs, policies, toolkits 
can we identify?can we identify?

UrbanUrban--ruralrural RoundtablesRoundtables ((SanSan Francisco)Francisco)

FoodFood PolicyPolicy CouncilsCouncils (Chicago, Toronto)(Chicago, Toronto)

BrazilBrazil ´́́́́́́́s Bolsa s Bolsa familiafamilia

Popular Popular restaurantsrestaurants

KenyaKenya ValueValue ChainsChains & KLWG& KLWG

FarmFarm to to schoolschool programsprograms

UrbanUrban--ruralrural cooperationcooperation onon farmersfarmers marketsmarkets, , urbanurban
agricultureagriculture, , 

SchoolSchool gardensgardens, , youthyouth programsprograms



•Support to under-served communities – through urban 
agriculture projects in poorer neighborhoods of large cities –

•New immigrant farmer receiving training and support for 
access to affordable land to grow food for local markets –
connecting people who have agricultural backgrounds to 
economic opportunities in their newly adopted homelands

•Linking schools to farms. 

•Stimulating the formation of community-supported agriculture 
(CSA) partnerships. 

•Promoting farmers’ markets. 

•Revitalizing small-scale food processing, and stimulating 
agricultural enterprise development.

Heifer International and food system partners 
shared strategies:

http://blogs.ei.columbia.edu/files/2009/09/nyc_foodshed_700.jpg









The Paradox of Public The Paradox of Public 
FoodFood

Public procurement as one of the most powerful Public procurement as one of the most powerful 
instruments governments have at their disposal to instruments governments have at their disposal to 
fashion sustainable economiesfashion sustainable economies

16% of the EU16% of the EU’’s gross domestic products gross domestic product

$ 350 billion/year spent annually in the US$ 350 billion/year spent annually in the US

But its economic significance is strangely out of step But its economic significance is strangely out of step 
with its political statuswith its political status

School food systems as an exampleSchool food systems as an example

Source: Urban-Rural Linkages for Sustainable Development: 
the Potential of Public Procurement
Kevin Morgan and Roberta Sonnino - School of City and Regional Planning 
- Cardiff University ,Wales, UK



The School Food The School Food 
RevolutionRevolution

It is about understanding the real nature of the school It is about understanding the real nature of the school 
meal service and its potential as a positive catalyst for meal service and its potential as a positive catalyst for 
changechange

It is emerging mostly at the It is emerging mostly at the locallocal level, where it is level, where it is 
easier to address issues that are not yet mature on the easier to address issues that are not yet mature on the 
national scenenational scene

Source: Urban-Rural Linkages for Sustainable Development: 
the Potential of Public Procurement
Kevin Morgan and Roberta Sonnino - School of City and Regional Planning 
- Cardiff University ,Wales, UK

Providing highProviding high--
quality food to quality food to 

urban urban 
communitiescommunities……

Urban Agriculture



…Catalyzing 
business 
development 
and fostering 
local self -
reliance…

……Strengthening Skills and the Resource BaseStrengthening Skills and the Resource Base……



…Building awareness and action

Building “Local Food Systems”

Strengthening
rural-to-urban 
linkages



…establishing 
new markets 
for small 
scale 
livestock –
With 
increasing 
consumer 
interest in 
local 
production, 
processing, 
and animal 
welfare. 

Supporting crossSupporting cross--

sectoralsectoral networksnetworks

maximizing diversity 
and resilience





http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/knowyourfarmer?navid=KNOWYOURFARM
ER

Know Your 
Farmer -
Know Your 
Food:

USDA Campaign
Launch
On local 
and regional
Food systems

Connecting farmers Connecting farmers 
to marketsto markets

Local Local directdirect marketingmarketing

MarketMarket promotionpromotion programsprograms

ValueValue--addedadded programsprograms for small, for small, mediummedium scalescale farmersfarmers

ChildChild nutritionnutrition andand general general nutritionnutrition programsprograms

FoodFood safetysafety programsprograms

RiskRisk managementmanagement

ProducerProducer organizationorganization buildingbuilding



Why food systems are important to Why food systems are important to 
urban, periurban, peri--urban and rural areasurban and rural areas

FoodFood systems systems cancan integrateintegrate rural rural andand urbanurban
communitiescommunities throughthrough vibrantvibrant marketsmarkets

ImprovedImproved foodfood system system integrityintegrity cancan addressaddress hungerhunger, , 
obesityobesity, , andand otherother dietarydietary andand nutritionalnutritional challengeschallenges
facingfacing citiescities

Social Social benefitsbenefits ofof accessaccess to to affordableaffordable, , healthyhealthy foodfood
in in lowlow incomeincome areasareas ((gardensgardens, , schoolsschools, , grocerygrocery storesstores
...) ...) 

FoodFood systems  help systems  help stablizestablize andand growgrow local local andand
regional regional economieseconomies

Why urban rural links?Why urban rural links?

RuralRural--urban relationships are key for:urban relationships are key for:

Economic interdependenceEconomic interdependence

National economic resilienceNational economic resilience

Environmental sustainabilityEnvironmental sustainability

Governance and citizen participationGovernance and citizen participation

Poverty alleviation and economic opportunityPoverty alleviation and economic opportunity

---- UNDP Report on Urban Rural Linkages, 2000UNDP Report on Urban Rural Linkages, 2000



Closing the GapClosing the Gap

The historic divide between urban and rural is The historic divide between urban and rural is 
artificial and counterartificial and counter--productiveproductive

It is increasingly recognized that the two sectors are It is increasingly recognized that the two sectors are 
intimately connected in a larger systemintimately connected in a larger system

Fundamental issues of biodiversity, land use, climate Fundamental issues of biodiversity, land use, climate 
change and food security are all interchange and food security are all inter--connectedconnected

PartnershipsPartnerships
Global Global AllianceAlliance for for FoodFood SecuritySecurity

GovernmentGovernment--CivilCivil SocietySociety OrganizationsOrganizations

ICLEI/LAB ICLEI/LAB FoodFood andand AgricultureAgriculture WorkNetWorkNet

UN UN PartnershipsPartnerships, , PotentialPotential CSD?CSD?



SARDSARD--Kenya Livestock Kenya Livestock 

Working GroupWorking Group

Adding Knowledge, Adding Value, Adding Voice: Socially, 
Environmentally and Economically Viable Livestock Keeping 

for the 21st Century

Current

practice

Proposed

practiceSustainable Pastoralist Livestock Value Chain

Livestock 
Production

Natural 

Resource 
Management

Livestock 

Transport
Trade Slaughter ButcheriesProcessing

Transport

truck/bike

Consumers

Infrastructure and Capacity Building
for Processing of Value Addition Products

Supermarkets
Conservancies
Safari Lodges
Poor urban consumers

Community -owned -and - managed abattoirs

Holistic Grazing Planning

Increased Grass Cover
Working Water Cycle
Better Wildlife Habitat

Secured resources
Clustered herds

Improved Handling 
and Transport

Improved 

Slaughter

Meeting Food 
Safety Standards

Safe Working 
Conditions

Franchise Contracts with Actors across the Chain

Price TeleCentres

Fair contracts

Credit

LIVE    ANIMAL    MARKET    CHAIN MEAT    MARKET    CHAIN

�Unarticulated demand for
diversified products

�Lack of processing skills
�Lack of processing facilities
�Lack of hygiene

�Lack of transport
yields unfair prices

�Lack of credit to
market
�Loss of condition

through trekking

�Lack of price 
information
�Visual assessment

�No means to 
store proceeds
�Lack of holding

facilities
�Unscrupulous

buyers

�Open access grazing

�Low grass productivity
�Sale for cash needs 
�Livestock -wildlife conflict
�Insecure resources

�Resource expropriation

�Lack of product diversity
�Lack of market segmentation

�Prices incorporate costs of 

market inefficiencies

INVESTMENT
NEEDS: 25% 15% 40% 20%

GAIN 25% 25% 50%
SOURCES:

�Unarticulated demand for

diversified products
�Lack of processing skills

�Lack of processing facilities
�Lack of hygiene

�Lack of transport
yields unfair prices

�Lack of credit to
market

�Loss of condition
through trekking

�Lack of price 

information

�Visual assessment
�No means to 

store proceeds
� Lack of holding

facilities
�Unscrupulous

buyers

�Open access grazing

�Low grass productivity
�Sale for cash needs 

�Livestock -wildlife conflict
�Insecure resources

�Resource expropriation

Sustainable Pastoral Livestock Value 

Chain



Links for further information:
http://practice2policy.org/

Thank you! Muito obrigado!


