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Mariko SATO, Chief 

United Nations Human Settlements Programme 

(UN-HABITAT) Bangkok 
http://www.unhabitat.org 

United Nations  

Human Settlements Programme 

What is UN-HABITAT ? 

Mandate: Promote socially and 

environmentally sustainable towns cities 

with adequate shelter for all 
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Agency of the United Nations System Responsible for 

Coordinating Issues of Urbanisation and Shelter 

1976  UN Conference on Human Settlements (Vancouver, Canada) 

1978   Establishment of UN-HABITAT Headquarters  

1987  International Year of Shelter for the Homeless  

1996  2nd UN Conference on Human Settlements: Habitat II 

   (Istanbul, Turkey) 

1997     Establishment of UN-HABITAT Fukuoka Office              

  (Regional Office for the Asia & the Pacific) 

2001     World Habitat Day 2001 Global Observance in Fukuoka 

2002     UN-HABITAT, United Nations Human Settlements  

  Programme: upgraded to a fully fledged programme of the 

  UN system  

UN-HABITAT: History 

 - City Agency - 

Habitat Agenda 

• Adequate Shelter for All 

• Sustainable Human Settlements Development 

First United Nations Congress where 

municipalities are officially admitted to participate  

Global Urbanisation Trends 

Population Division, Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations, Secretariat, 

World Urbanization Prospects The 2001 Revision, New York,  

1970 : 37% 

2000 : 47% 

2020 : 56% 
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Asia’s Urbanization Trends  

1970 – 2030 

Urbanization in Asia and The Pacific 

1990 - 2020 
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Asian Cities with Population of  

10 million or more 

Contribution of migration to urban 

growth in East Asia 1970 – 2030 
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Population Distribution in Asia  

The Distribution of  

Settlements in Asia 
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Slum Population in Asia and  

The Pacific Subregions 
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State of Asian Cities 

 60% of urban population lives in small 

and medium-size cities (i.e. under 1 

mil.) – ill-equipped, lack of services 

 32% urban populations living in slums 

(505mil - half of the world’s slum 

populations)  

 2026 is the tipping point for Asia 

predominantly becoming “urban”  

 

 

State of Asian Cities 

 Economically resilient – synergies 

between formal and informal sectors  

 Factories to knowledge (creative) 

economies  

 Yet still McDononaldsation of cities 

 Cities are globally connected 

 Urban Divide (urban inequality) is 

widening 

  Asian cities highly productive – 42 % 

contribute to over 80% region’s GDP 
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State of Asian Cities 

 Current consumption patters in Asian 

cities unsustainable 

 Urban Poor more vulnerable to CC and 

disaster risks 

 Decentralization drive strengthened 

power of local authorities – devolution  

 Civil society found expanded role in 

urban governance 
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MDG 7/11: Cities without Slums          

Natural & Human Disasters 
Natural Disasters: Earthquakes・Floods, Tsunami 

Human Disasters： Evictions・War・Conflict 
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■ Hardware - Physical 

Destruction Shelter/Infra 

■ Software - Psychological 

 Fragmented Communities 

Community 

Beyond Shelters 

Shelter 

Roof 

Foundation 

Protect 

Rooted 

Basic 
Services 

Shelter 

+ 
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GHK International 

Human Settlements: What is it?  

A complex and a comprehensive 

concept: ……not just housing 

Housing 

Safe Water 

Waste Disposal 

Sanitation 

Access Roads 

FOOD 

Employment 

Poverty 

Education  

Health 

Transportation 

 

Policies & 
Strategies 

City Planning, Land  

Governance 

Urban Finance 

Decentralization 

Employment 

Urban Mgmt. 
Planning 

Education 

Transportation 

Housing 

Electricity 

Waste 
Mgmt. 

Sanitation 

Food 
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If we could shrink the earth's population 

to a village of precisely 100 people, 

 

By K.Leipold 

There would be: 

 

80 would live in substandard housing 

70 would be unable to read 

50 would suffer from malnutrition 

1 would be near death; 1 would be near birth 

1 (yes, only 1) would have a college education 

1 would own a computer 

 

20 people would earn 80% of the entire energy 

80 people would share 20% of the rest  

「A Village of 100 People Representing the World 」  



Mariko SATO, Chief 

UN-HABITAT - Bangkok 13 

Food for the Cities - Regional Workshop – Bangkok 

Ensuring Resilient Food Systems in Asian Cities – 17-18 November 2011 

Agro-Urban Planning 

Unsafe 

Drinking Water 
& Toilets 

SUB-HUMAN SANITATION 
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Garbage Scavenger 

Paula Bronstein/Getty Images The NY Times 

LACK OF SOLID WASTE COLLECTION 
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Are your Housing Rights Secured? 

On the Railroad... 

On the Roof Top... 
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Temporary 

Shelter 

 

Fire... 

Forced Evictions... 

War-Damaged Houses... 
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      Shelter 

Coast Line 

After Tsunami 

Urban area  

   Community Infra 

 



Mariko SATO, Chief 

UN-HABITAT - Bangkok 18 

Food for the Cities - Regional Workshop – Bangkok 

Ensuring Resilient Food Systems in Asian Cities – 17-18 November 2011 

Agro-Urban Planning 

Livelihoods 

Fishery  

Hotels 

Markets 

Barriers…not only income 

Food/Water 

Sanitation 

Shelter 

Tenure 

Training / Skills/Information 

Job 

market 

Lack of 

organisation 

The Poor 

No training  

Governance 

(Participation / 

Partnership) 
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Food/Water, 

Sanitation 

Shelter 

Tenure 
Training  

Skills, 

Information 

Job 

market 

Lack of 

organisation 

The 

Poor 

 

REMOVING 

Barriers..… 

No training  

Governance 

(Participation / 

Partnership) 

Food, 

Water, 

Sanitation 

Health / Education 

Training / Skills / Information 

Job 

market 

The 

Poor  

Access to… 

Shelter 

Tenure 

Governance 

(Participation / 

Partnership) 
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Towards Sustainable Resilient Inclusive 

Cities – Engines of Growth 

 Engines – clean, well maintained, 

healthy 

 Engines – well fed – all parts 

 Engines – safe – no risk 

 Giving power to move forward towards 

sustainable urbanization and 

sustainable development  

 

Policy and planning tips 

 Focus on secondary cities 

 Rural-Urban Linkages (linking 

consumers and producers) 

 Tax incentives for land for urban 

agriculture 

 Mainstreaming urban Agriculture in 

global climate Change and food security 

agendas 

 Urban agriculture (kitchen garden, 

communal land for urban agriculture) 
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Policy and planning tips 

 Finding a new way of reconnecting 

cities and agriculture (eg. Kolkatta 

waste water initiative)  

 Strengthening local authorities – 

devolution of power and authorities 

 Revisiting and empowering “Planning”– 

money decides? – food ‘sensitive’ urban 

planning, urban land use, zoning 

 Compact cities (aging society) 

 

Policy and planning tips 

 Regional and Territorial Planning 

 Integrating Agriculture and Urbanism 

 Consumers awareness on consumption 

patterns.  

 Credits and saving provisions for 

communities 

 Decoupling – climate and food 

resilience (win-win) 
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Co-benefits of Urban Agriculture (1/2) 

 

Climate Change Mitigation: Shorter farm-to-table food 

transportation distances will reduce GHG emissions 

 

Climate Change Adaptation: Peri-urban agricultural areas 

can function as buffer zones against effects like flooding 

 

Open Space Preservation: Giving economic value to 

open and „marginal‟ space helps prevent development 
encroachment 

 

Ecosystem Health: Small, peri-urban agricultural plots can 

help reinforce landscape connectivity 
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Co-benefits of Urban Agriculture (2/2) 

Job Security: Shortened farm-to-table distances improve 

not only food security but also livelihoods closer to markets 

 

Circular Urban Metabolism: Urban agglomeration 

advantages make viable the collection of agricultural waste 

for composting and biogas production 

 

 Low-cost Green Economy Transition: Urban farming may 

not require expensive technologies and patented seeds 

because of its smaller scale and proximity to supply and 

demand chains (with more variety) 

 

Civil Society Capacity: Informal supply networks require 

urban food cooperatives, building civil society capacity 

Governments, Local Authority 

GOVERNANCE 

Protection 

Empowerment 

Secure Tenure 

Policy (upgrading, resettlements) 

Empowerment of Individuals 

Empowerment of Communities 

Vulnerable People (Refugee, IDP,  Squatter) 

Enable 

EMPOWERMENT 

Governance Sandwich 
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 Top-Down   

  Government   

  Divide    

 Conflict    

 Defensive     

  Doer      

  Receiving    

  Vertical      

World is changing! 

Bottom-Up 

Governance 

Continuum 

Dialogue 

Responsive 

Enabler 

Contributing 

Horizontal 
  

Communities with Strong Immune System 

Poverty 

Criminal・Exploitation 

Food insecurity 

HIV/AIDS・Disease 

Community 

Land Mine 

Eviction 

Disaster・War/Conflict 
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20 - 22 June 2012 

    

 

 

DATE & VENUE:  change to Napoli!!  

THEME:  Our Future: Sustainable Cities –  
                      Turning Ideas into Action  
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UN-HABITAT Bangkok Office      
(Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific) 

http://www.unhabitat.org/ （UN-HABITAT HQ, Nairobi, Kenya) 

http://www.fukuoka.unhabitat.org（UN-HABITAT Fukuoka Office, Japan） 

Thank        
 you!! 


