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Food, agriculture and cities:  

                            a common understanding. 
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Food, agriculture and cities:  
the process 

Coordinating author, Thomas Forster 

Food for Cities global network 

Two months of participatory consultation 

Contributions and sharing experiences/cases 

 

To come: 

Complementary technical papers 
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Cities need their surronding areas 

In cities, the nexus between people, agriculture, 
biodiversity, water, energy is made real : 

• Cities need to secure their food supply and promote 
sustainable diets  

• Cities need a good management of natural resources (limit 
landslides, floods, etc…) 

• Cities need a good environment to promote their “quality of 
life” 

• The “food system” can contribute to “greening” the economy 
starting from a city-region level 

• In Cities the human right to food is achieved linking urban with 
rural (consumers meet the producers). 
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“Food, agriculture and cities” 

“Building resilient food systems for the 
future through integrating rural and 
urban areas and strengthening their 
linkages will benefit both small farmers 
and the urban poor” 
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Components of the food system 

Food and 

Agriculture 

Natural resources 

management 

Forest and trees 

Soil and water 

Livestock and 

aquaculture 

Agro-

biodiversity 

Food 

markets/supply 

Land tenure 

Energy 

Food loss and waste 

Socio- economic 

and health factors 

Hunger and malnutrition 

Shifting diets and habits  

(sustainable diets) 

Food safety and 

street food 

Migration and 

labour 

Major climate 

change impacts 
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“Food, agriculture and cities” 

A people-centred 

and social development policy 

Multi-level governance 

The food system in 

urban and territorial 

planning  

Food and 

nutrition 

security 

Risk management and 

ecosystem resilience 

The 4 dimensions 

of the food system 

With a key role for 

local governments 
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The “Food for the cities” initiative 

www.fao.org/fcit 

Chair: 

Paul Munro-Faure 
 

Co-secretaries: 

Florence Egal 

Sylvie Wabbes 
 

Facilitator: 

Julien Custot 

 

Secretariat: 

Francesca Gianfelici 
 

 

 

In FAO, more than 

100 members in 

HQs and DOs 
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Some publications 

Technical fact sheets 
A brochure 

On display and on the web 
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Projects in urban and peri-urban areas 
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An open network 

food-for-cities@dgroups.org 

www.dgroups.org/fao/food-for-cities 

 

More than 900 people from over 100 countries 

Growing list, towards a global network ... 

 

          You are invited to join this list! 
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Meetings and events 

Milano Expo 2015 – Feeding the World – Energy for life 

(2015) 

ICLEI – Resilient Cities 

(Bonn, June 2012) 

World Urban Forum VI 

(Naples, September 2012) 

Rio+20 

(Rio, June 2012) 

Committee of Food Security side event 

(Rome, October 2011) 

« Ensuring Resilient Food Systems in African Cities » 

« Ensuring Resilient Food Systems in Asian Cities » 

(November and December 2011) 

« Feeding cities in the Horn of Africa »  2002 
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Programme of the workshop 

Session One: Food production and supply for cities: the food 
system and urban-rural linkages 

Session Two: Urban food and nutrition security in urban areas in 
crisis contexts 

Session Three: Identifying local issues and challenges 

 

Session Four: Case studies and field experiences 

Session Five: Role of different actors and policies 

Session Six: Way forward and plan of action – country priorities 
and investment areas 



FAO 

Francesca Gianfelici, Julien Custot 7 

Regional workshop in East Africa – FAO – Food for the Cities 

Ensuring resilient food systems in African Cities 
Nairobi, 13-14 December 2011 

Partner organization : Mazingira Institute 

www.fao.org/fcit  Ensuring resilient food systems for African cities workshop 

 – Nairobi, 13-14 December 2011 

Outcomes of the workshop 

Presentations to bring forward the most relevant 
issues regarding food and nutrition security for 
African cities  

Sharing countries’ experiences and realities  

Plenary discussions and working groups (countries 
– thematics) for cross-cutting exchanges, e.g. to 
link the food and agriculture security and the 
urban agendas 
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Ways forward for resilient food 
systems 

Come up with concrete proposals regarding: 

• Content and expectations for a network at 
regional level for advocacy and support of all 
stakeholders 

• Enhance visibility of food and nutrition security 
in local authorities’ agendas and policies  

• Develop multi-partners projects at local level 
for resilient food systems and city-to-city 
cooperation 
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 www.fao.org - www.fao.org/fcit 

Thank you 


