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COMMISSION ON GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

REPORT OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE
INTERGOVERNMENTAL TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP ON

PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

Rome, Italy, 2-4 July 2001

I.  INTRODUCTION AND ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

1. The First Session of the Working Group on Plant Genetic Resources of the Commission
on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture met in Rome, Italy, from 2 to 4 July 2001. The
formal opening of the meeting was preceded by a tribute to the late Mr Umberto Menini, former
Chief of the Seed and Plant Genetic Resources Service, AGPS.

2. The meeting was opened by Ms Louise Fresco, Assistant Director-General, Agriculture
Department, who welcomed delegates and observers. Noting that this was the First Session of the
Intergovernmental Working Group, she recalled the statutes agreed by the Council. She
highlighted the importance of the session, in ensuring follow-up to the Leipzig Conference, and
in guiding FAO’s work on plant genetic resources for food and agriculture.

3. The Working Group elected Mr Eng Siang Lim (Malaysia) as Chair, Mr Brad Fraleigh
(Canada) and Mr Abebe Demissie (Ethiopia) as Vice-Chairs, and Mr Åsmund Asdal (Norway) as
Rapporteur.

4. The meeting Agenda as adopted is given in Appendix A.

5. The Chair reviewed the mandate of the Working Group, given to it by the Commission at
its Eighth Regular Session: “to guide the implementation and review of the Global Plan of
Action, in particular: (i) defining the reporting format and indicators for monitoring the
implementation of the Global Plan of Action; (ii) guiding the development of the second Report
on the State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (once the
negotiations for the revised International Undertaking have been completed); and (iii) guiding the
further development of the World Information and Early Warning System on Plant Genetic
Resources (WIEWS)”.

6. Mr José Esquinas-Alcázar, Secretary of the Commission, noted that the Working Group
was established as a technical subsidiary body of the Commission to provide guidance in the area
of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. He further noted that the rolling Global Plan
of Action, the periodic report on the State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources, the World
Information and Early Warning System, and networks for technical cooperation and the exchange
of information and genetic resources, were components of the FAO Global System on Plant
Genetic Resources.  He reported on the outcome of the negotiations in the Commission, in the
preceding week, for the revision of the International Undertaking on Plant Genetic Resources.
The text of the Undertaking, as prepared by the Commission, would be submitted to the Thirty-
first Session of the Conference in November 2001. The text includes articles on the Global Plan
of Action, International Plant Genetic Resources Networks and a Global Information System on
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. He noted the provision that Contracting
Parties should promote the effective implementation of the Global Plan of Action, through
national actions and, as appropriate, international cooperation to provide a coherent framework,
inter alia , for capacity-building.
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7. A representative of the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity noted that
the Conference of the Parties of the Convention had welcomed the outcome of the Leipzig
International Technical Conference, including the Report on the State of the World’s Plant
Genetic Resources. The Conference of the Parties had also welcomed the contribution that the
Global Plan of Action would make to the implementation of the Convention and endorsed its
priorities and policy recommendations. He noted that the role of the Global Plan of Action and
State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources is recognized in the Convention’s programme of
work on agricultural biodiversity adopted by the Conference of the Parties at its Fifth Meeting in
2000. FAO had contributed to the development of the programme of work and was invited to
support its implementation. 1

II.  PROGRESS REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION FOR THE CONSERVATION AND

SUSTAINABLE UTILIZATION OF PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES
FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

8. Mr Murthi Anishetty, Secretary of the Working Group, introduced the progress report on
the implementation of the Global Plan of Action.2 The report was based on 109 responses to a
questionnaire received from National Focal Points. It was noted that the report was limited in
length, and did not aim to provide details on all activities. It was observed that different countries
had different priorities.

9. The Working Group agreed that the report indicated that there had been considerable
progress in implementation of the Global Plan of Action – largely through national efforts – since
the last report had been considered in 1999. About two-thirds of the activities reported had been
financed from national budgets. This demonstrated the substantial level of commitment by
countries for the Plan. It noted, however, that implementation of the Plan is constrained in many
countries by lack of adequate financial resources. In this context, it was noted that the Global
Environmental Facility had recently approved its new operational programme no. 13, on
agricultural biodiversity.

10. The need to reinforce coordination between stakeholders within countries was
emphasized. Recognizing that priorities varied among countries, the Working Group considered
that the following areas might require greater emphasis in the future: support for seed production
and distribution; assisting farmers in restoring genetic resources in situations of recurrent
drought; regeneration of ex situ  collections; in situ  conservation (including understanding of on-
farm management), and capacity-building.

11. It was recognized that implementation of the Global Plan of Action (in particular
activities related to the in situ  conservation and use of plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture), needed to take account of global change phenomena, including climate change, the
increased use of genetically modified crops, and threats to in situ conservation from invasive
species. Such issues might need to be analysed further in preparation of the second Report on the
State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.

12. It was suggested that future reports give more attention to the activities of stakeholders,
including non-governmental organizations and farmers’ organizations, and to linkages between
activities, with greater use being made of charts and graphics. Questionnaires should also be sent
to international organizations and other relevant stakeholders such as scientific societies, industry
organizations and civil society organizations, that should be encouraged to report on relevant
activities in coordination with National Focal Points. The Working Group requested that, subject

                                                
1 Relevant decisions are described in CGRFA/WG-PGR-1/01/Inf.2.
2 CGRFA/WG-PGR-1/01/2.
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to confidentiality of information, where specified, the data deriving from the questionnaire be
made available in the World Information and Early Warning System on Plant Genetic Resources
for Food and Agriculture.

III.  MONITORING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION
FOR THE CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE UTILIZATION

OF PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

13. The Secretariat introduced a paper on monitoring implementation of the Global Plan of
Action, which included a draft list of indicators and proposals for the reporting format.3

14. The Working Group emphasized that monitoring and evaluation should be built into all
activities included in the Global Plan of Action, but be kept as simple as possible to avoid undue
burdens on countries. The need to accommodate different national and regional priorities was
also recognized. The global monitoring efforts should be based on monitoring by stakeholders at
the national level. This could be facilitated through a clearing-house or similar mechanism (or a
window in an existing clearing-house mechanism), to promote information exchange within
countries and strengthen stakeholder cooperation and thereby contribute to enhancing the
capacity of national programmes.

15. The Working Group considered that the proposals on indicators in the document were an
excellent basis for further work and, with a view to their further improvement, made the
following suggestions:

• A conceptual framework should be developed, such as the commonly used “driving force-
status-response” model. Proposed indicators should be reviewed in the light of this
framework.

• A core set of indicators (that would, as far as possible, be quantitative) should be identified:
ideally one, or a few, for each activity. All countries would be encouraged to use this key set,
supplemented by optional additional indicators. Where feasible, indicators should be
developed in common with those required for other relevant processes, such as the
Convention on Biological Diversity, the Commission on Sustainable Development, and the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.

• Higher-order indicators (such as those for genetic diversity, genetic erosion and genetic
vulnerability) should be developed, and if feasible be derived from existing indicators.

• There is a need to establish benchmark data (the information provided in Country Reports for
the Leipzig process might be useful in this regard) and to assess trends.

• The survey questions should be directly related to information required for the indicators.

16. It was agreed that the indicators and reporting format should be further developed, in
light of these comments, principally through an expert group representing the regions and
stakeholder groups. The expert group should be formed as soon as possible, and preferably before
the Ninth Regular Session of the Commission. In order to facilitate the development of common
indicators, where feasible, experts involved in indicator development in other processes, such as
the Convention on Biological Diversity, the Commission on Sustainable Development and the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, should be included in the group.

                                                
3 CGRFA/WG-PGR-1/01/3, and CGRFA/WG-PGR-1/01/Inf.1.
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17. The Working Group requested that a revised proposal for the indicators and reporting
format, and for pilot projects, be presented to the Ninth Regular Session of the Commission for
further guidance.

18. The Working Group agreed that pilot activities should be carried out by FAO, in
collaboration with the International Plant Genetic Resources Institute, in selected, representative
countries during 2002, to evaluate the proposed indicators and reporting format. Meanwhile, the
survey conducted in 2002, for the Tenth Regular Session of the Commission, would use the
approach used for the 2000 survey.4

19. The 2004 and subsequent surveys should take account of lessons learned from pilot
activities in 2002 and 2003. If possible, the Commission should finalize the format for the
extended survey, based on the results of the pilot studies at its Tenth Regular Session in 2003.
The results of the 2004 survey would contribute to the preparation of the second Report on the
State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources.

IV.  UPDATING THE REPORT ON THE STATE
OF THE WORLD’S PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES

FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

20. The Secretariat introduced proposals and options for updating the Report on the State of
the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.5 The Working Group agreed that
the second Report should be prepared for consideration for adoption by the Twelfth Regular
Session of the Commission in 2007. A draft of the Report should accordingly be completed for
consideration by the Working Group in the second half of 2006. It recalled that the Report should
provide objective information and analysis, as a basis for updating the rolling Global Plan of
Action.

21. The second Report should include a comparison of the status of Plant Genetic Resources
for Food and Agriculture, its conservation and use, and related knowledge, with the status at the
time of the first Report, allowing trends to be identified. The Report should cover the role of plant
genetic resources in sustainable development, and should take into account the context of the
framework provided by the revised International Undertaking.

22. It was agreed that the updated Report should be supplemented by thematic studies, to fill
gaps, including topics not adequately addressed in the first Report, and important new topics that
have arisen since its publication. The suggestions in paragraph 7 of CGRFA/WG-PGR-1/01/4
were considered to be a useful list. It was suggested that the following topics should also be
considered: lesser known but potentially valuable crop plants, use of new methodologies and
technologies for conservation and evaluation, and participatory plant breeding.

23. It was emphasized that the thematic studies should focus on specific areas of the
Commission’s mandate, and the extent to which they could be addressed would depend on
resources available. Full use should be made of existing information and the work of other
bodies. Preparation of new thematic reports should not take place at the expense of adequate
attention to updating topics covered in the existing report, in particular in situ  conservation;
evaluation and regeneration of ex situ  collections; genetic enhancement and pre-breeding, as well
as linkages among topics.

24. The Working Group agreed that the preparation of the second Report should be
integrated with monitoring activities, and the further development of WIEWS. As appropriate,

                                                
4 and reported in CGRFA/WG-PGR-1/01/2.
5 CGRFA/WG-PGR-1/01/4.
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some of the issues related to the preparation of the second Report could be incorporated in the
revised questionnaire on the implementation of the Global Plan of Action. Linkages with
reporting mechanisms in the Convention of Biological Diversity and other processes should be
ensured and efforts be made to develop and use common indicators. Case studies in selected
representative countries could provide useful inputs, in particular to the thematic studies.

25. The Secretariat was requested to prepare a more detailed proposal for consideration by
the Commission at its next regular session.

V.  PROGRESS REPORT ON THE WORLD INFORMATION
AND EARLY WARNING SYSTEM ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES

FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE (WIEWS)

26.  The Secretariat introduced the Progress Report on the World Information and Early
Warning System on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.6 The Working Group
appreciated the substantial progress made in the past biennium, concerning, in particular:

(i) the inclusion of the documentation of activities resulting from monitoring the
implementation of the Global Plan of Action for the conservation and sustainable use of
plant genetic resources for food and agriculture;

(ii) the integration of the Seed Information System; and

(iii) the implementation of a multi-language function and a dynamic list of links to on-line
searchable information systems.

27. The importance of the World Information and Early Warning System as a supportive tool
for monitoring the implementation of the Plan and updating the report on the State of the World’s
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, was stressed.

28. The Working Group encouraged the WIEWS correspondents and National Focal Points
to collaborate closely with the WIEWS system. It recommended that the World Information and
Early Warning System continue to be developed in a simple and cost-effective way and be linked
to national information systems on plant genetic resources for food and agriculture. Cooperation
with existing national and international databases on seed and on plant genetic resources for food
and agriculture, and the possibility of moving towards a distributed database model, should also
be explored.

29. The Working Group recommended that the Secretariat continue assisting member
countries in building capacity for the management of information related to plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture. It recognized that early warning of plant genetic resources loss
requires monitoring available information on genetic diversity and threats to it, including
disasters.  Early warning would be improved through the development and application of
indicators, as well as through enhanced capacity at national and community levels.

                                                
6 CGRFA/WG-PGR-1/01/6.
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VI.  FACILITATING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION
FOR THE CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE UTILIZATION

OF PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

30. The Secretariat introduced document CGRFA/WG-PGR-1/01/5, which contained four
options for facilitating the implementation of the Global Plan of Action: the Regular Programme
Approach; the Project Model Approach; the Consultative Forum Approach; and the Plan Facility
Approach.  The Working Group noted that the Commission had requested that FAO play a
proactive role in facilitating and monitoring the implementation of the Plan and recognized that
document CGRFA/WG-PGR-1/01/5 detailed several useful approaches in this regard.

31. Recalling the statements of the Leipzig Conference, and recommendations of the
Commission, the Working Group highlighted the importance of the implementation of the Global
Plan of Action by all stakeholders and recognized the need for a dynamic and flexible approach
to promote implementation of Plan activities as determined by countries’ own priorities.

32. Members expressed diverse views about the four options. The International Plant Genetic
Resources Institute stated that it found the Plan Facility option attractive, and would welcome its
further elaboration in particular. The Global Forum on Agricultural Research supported this
option, noting the importance of National Agricultural Research Systems in implementing the
Global Plan of Action, as indicated for example in the Dresden Declaration on Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture. The Facility option was envisaged as having many features
in common with the Global IPM Facility. Therefore, a representative of the IPM Facility was
invited to describe its main features to the Working Group.

33. It was noted that the analysis presented by the Secretariat had been developed before the
Commission’s Sixth Extraordinary Session. The options to promote implementation of the
Global Plan of Action by all stakeholders might also ultimately contribute very usefully to the
implementation of the agreed plans and programmes envisaged under the International
Undertaking. The Working Group recommended that all options need to be considered.
Therefore, it requested the Secretariat to elaborate further all the options presented for
consideration by the Commission at its Ninth Regular Session. In doing so, the interface with the
International Undertaking and the transparency of each option should be taken into account.

VII.  MATTERS RELATED TO PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE ARISING FROM THE FIFTH CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES

TO THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY:
STUDY ON POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF GENETIC USE RESTRICTION

TECHNOLOGIES (GURTs) ON AGRICULTURAL BIODIVERSITY
AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION SYSTEMS

34. The Secretariat briefly introduced the Programme of Work on agricultural biodiversity of
the Convention on Biological Diversity, and presented the document on the potential impacts of
genetic use restriction technologies (GURTs) on agricultural biodiversity and agricultural
production systems.7

35. The Working Group welcomed the existing cooperation between FAO and the
Convention on Biological Diversity, particularly in the context of the Programme of Work on
agricultural biodiversity. It acknowledged the overall accuracy of the technical section of the
report on GURTs and that the analysis of potential impacts needs to be well balanced. Detailed
comments on the document, stressing both potential advantages and disadvantages of GURTs,

                                                
7 CGRFA/WG-PGR/1/01/7, CGRFA/WG-PGR/1/01/Inf.2.
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were provided by many delegates with the goal of improving the report’s balance. Concerns were
raised by some delegates on potential negative aspects. Discussion was held on the flow of
material in further breeding and of seed-saving practices used by farmers in traditional low-seed
replacement systems and the consequences of this for the diffusion of improved varieties by
farmers. Some members highlighted the potential for encouraging innovation and increased
investment by the private sector. The Working Group noted that food security aspects should also
be introduced in the document. The Working Group also noted that the report should make it
clear that definitive analyses and conclusions on possible impacts required more information and
such information might become available if and when products incorporating GURTs are
submitted to regulatory bodies prior to commercialization.

36. Some members of the Working Group supported the step-by-step and case-by-case
approach, which is consistent with the regulatory frameworks in place in many countries. The
need for capacity-building on biosafety at national level was highlighted by countries as essential
in following this approach. Some also suggested that this approach be complemented by a more
strategic assessment, taking into account the precautionary approach, in view of potential
cumulative effects. Some members were of the opinion that the use of GURTs was not justified,
whereas some others highlighted scenarios where the use of GURTs might be advantageous.

37. The Working Group agreed that this document would be modified by the Secretariat in
light of the discussion held and information contained in written comments that may be submitted
to the Secretariat by the end of July 2001. The revised version will be submitted to the Ninth
Regular Session of the Commission for its consideration. The result of this will be submitted to the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity.
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APPENDIX A

INTERGOVERNMENTAL TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP ON
PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

First Session

Rome, Italy, 2-4 July 2001

AGENDA

1. Organizational matters

1.1 Election of the Chair and Vice-Chair(s)
1.2 Appointment of the Rapporteur
1.3 Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable

2. Progress Report on the Implementation of the Global Plan of Action for the
Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and
Agriculture

3. Monitoring the Implementation of the Global Plan of Action for the Conservation
and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture

3.1 Defining the Indicators and the Reporting Format for Monitoring the
Implementation of the Global Plan of Action

3.2 Updating the Report on the State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture

4. Facilitating the Implementation of the Global Plan of Action for the Conservation
and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture

5. Progress Report on the World Information and Early Warning System on Plant
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture

6. Matters related to Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture arising from the
Fifth Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity: Study on
Potential Impacts of Genetic Use Restriction Technologies (GURTs) on Agricultural
Biodiversity and Agricultural Production Systems

7. Any other business

8. Adoption of the Report of the Working Group
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APPENDIX C

MEMBERS OF THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL TECHNICAL WORKING GROUP
ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

ELECTED AT THE EIGHTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE
COMMISSION ON GENETIC RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

Rome, Italy, 19-23 April 1999

Composition (no. of countries per region) Country

Africa Angola
(5) Democratic Republic of Congo

Ethiopia
Morocco
Senegal

Asia India
(5) Indonesia

Japan
Malaysia
Philippines

Europe Germany
(5) Italy

Malta
Norway
Portugal

Latin America and the Caribbean Chile
(5) Colombia

Dominica
Ecuador
Mexico

Near East Egypt
(3) Iran, Islamic Republic of

Libya

North America Canada
(2) United States of America

Southwest Pacific Australia
(2) Papua New Guinea
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P.O. Box 17-01-340
Quito
Ecuador
Tel.: 593 2 693359
Fax: 593 2 693359
E-mail.:   denaref@ecnet.ec
Internet.: www.denaref.org

EGYPT – EGYPTE – EGIPTO – Arabic Vers..

Representative
Abdel Monem ABOU ZEID
Director
National Plant Genetic Resources Program
Ministry of Agriculture
9, Gamáa Str.
Giza, El Cairo
Egypt
Tel.: 202 5727831
Fax: 202 5731574
E-mail.: abouzeid@ageri.sci.eg

Arabic version

ETHIOPIA – ETHIOPIE –  ETIOPIA

Representative
Abebe DEMISSIE
General Manager
Institute of Biodiversity Conservation and
  Research
P.O. Box 30726
Addis Ababa
Ethiopia
Tel.: 251 1 612244/615607
Fax: 251 1 627730
E-mail:biod-et@telecom.net.et

GERMANY – ALLEMAGNE – ALEMANIA

Representative
Harald BAJORAT
Federal Ministry for Consumer Protection,
  Food and Agriculture
Rochusstrasse 1
53123 Bonn
Germany
Tel.: 49 228 529 4378
Fax: 49 228 529 3425
E-mail.: Harald.Bajorat@Buvel.Bund.de

Adviser
Siegfried HARRER
Plant Genetic Resources Adviser
Information Centre for Genetic Resources, 
Centre for Documentation and Information
  in Agriculture (ZADI)
Villichgasse 17
D-53177 Bonn
Germany
Tel.: 49 228 9548205
Fax: 49 228 9548220
E-mail.: harrer@zadi.de

INDIA – INDE

Representative
Baldev Singh DHILLON
Director, National Bureau of Plant
  Genetic Resources,
Ministry of Agriculture (DARE)
Pusa, New Delhi 110012
India
Tel.: 91 11 5783697
Fax: 91 11 5851495
E-mail.: bsdhillon@nbpgr.delhi.nic.in

INDONESIA – INDONESIE

Representative
Sugiono MOELJOPAWIRO
Director of Research
Institute for Biotechnology
Ministry of Agriculture
Jalan Tentara Pelajar 3a
Bogor 16111
Indonesia
Tel.: 62 251 333440
Fax: 62 251 338820
E-mail.: sugionom@indo.net.id
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Alternate
Inyoman ARDHA
Agricultural Attaché
Représentant Permanent auprès de la FAO
Via Campania, 55
00187 Rome
Italie
Tel.: 39 06 4200911
Fax: 39 06 4880280

IRAN, ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF –
IRAN, REPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D' –
IRAN, REPUBLICA ISLAMICA DEL

Representative
Javad MOZAFARI HASHJIN
Head, National Plant Genebank in Iran
Ministry of Agriculture
Seed and Plant Improvement Institute
Mahdasht Rd.
Karaj
Iran, Islamic Republic of
Tel.: 98 261 2701260
Fax: 98 261 2709405
E-mail.: genebank@abdnet.com

ITALY – ITALIE – ITALIA

Représentant
Mario MARINO
Funzionario,
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole e Forestali
Via XX Settembre 20
00187 Rome
Italie
Tel.: 39 06 46654035
Fax: 39 06 4814326
E-mail.: biodiversita@politicheagricole.it

Suppléant
Fabrizio GRASSI
Istituto Sperimentale Frutticoltura
Ministero delle Politiche Agricole e Forestali
Via Fioranello 52
00134 Rome
Italie
Tel.: 39 06 79348194
Fax: 39 06 79341630
E-mail.: f.grassi@mclink.it

JAPAN – JAPON

Representative
Masao OKAWA
Research Leader, Genebank
National Institute of Agrobiological
  Resources
2-1-2 Kannondai
305-8602, Tsukuba Str.
Ibaraki
Japan
Tel.: 81 298 38 7051
Fax: 81 298 38 7054
E-mail.: okawasan@nias.affrc.go.jp

LIBYA – LIBYE – LIBIA – Arabic Vers..

Representative
Nuri Ibrahim HASAN
Ambassador to FAO
Permanent Representation of the Socialist
  People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya to FAO
Via Nomentana 365
00162 Rome
Tel.: 39 06 8603880
Fax: 39 06 8603880
E-mail.: nuribader@maktoob.com

Arabic Vers..

MALAYSIA – MALAISIE – MALASIA

Representative
Eng Siang LIM
Principal Assistant Secretary
Institute and Resource Development Division
Ministry of Agriculture
Wisma Tani
Jalan Sultan Salahuddin
50624 Kuala Lumpur
Malaysia
Tel.: 603 26954271
Fax: 603 26917991
E-mail.: sil3@smtp.moa.my
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Alternate
Roseley BIN KHALID
Agricultural Attaché
Permanent Representative of Malaysia to FAO
Embassy of Malaysia
Via Nomentana 297
00162 Rome
Italy
Tel.: 39 06 8419296
Fax: 39 06 8555040

MALTA – MALTE

Representative
Ms Marica GATT
Ministry for Agriculture and Fisheries

(Department of Plant Health)
P.B.C. Annibale Preca Str.
Lija, Bzn 04
Malta
Tel.: 356 435898 or 417478
Fax: 356 433112
E-mail.: marica.gatt@magnet.mt

Alternate
Francis MONTANARO MIFSUD
Ambassador
Permanent Representative of Malta to FAO
Lungotevere Marzio, 12
00186 Rome
Italy
Tel.: 39 06 6879990
Fax: 39 06 6892687

MEXICO – MEXIQUE

Representante
Eduardo BENÍTEZ PAULÍN
Director, Servicio Nacional de Inspección
 de Semillas (SNICS)
Secretaría Agricultura, Ganadería, Desarrollo
  Rural, Pesca y Alimentación (SAGAR)
Lope De Vega 125, 2 piso
Chapultepec Morales
México 11570 D.F.
Tel.: 52 5203 9427/9667
Fax: 52 5250 6483
E-mail.: eduardo.benitez@sagar.gob.mx

Adjuntos
Victor MORALES MELENDEZ
Representante Permanente Adjunto
  ante la FAO
Embajada de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos
Via Lazzaro Spallanzani 16
00161 Roma
Italia
Tel.: 39 06 4404393
Fax: 39 06 4403876
E-mail:victorhm99@hotmail.com

Sra. Maria de los Angeles ARRIOLA AGUIRRE
Consejero
Embajada de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos
Via Lazzaro Spallanzani 16
00161 Roma
Italia
Tel.: 39 06  4404400
Fax: 39 06  4403876

MOROCCO –  MAROC – MARRUECOS – Arabic
version

NORWAY – NORVEGE – NORUEGA

Representative
Mrs Grethe Helene EVJEN
Adviser
Ministry of Agriculture
P.O.Box 8007
DEP 00030 Oslo
Norway
Tel.: 47 22249316
Fax: 47 22249559
E-mail: grethe-helene.evjen@ld.dep.no

Alternate
Åsmund ASDAL
Research Officer
Norwegian Crop Research Institute
Division Landvik
N-4886 GRIMSTAD
Norway
Tel.: 47 37257700
Fax: 47 37257710
E-mail: aasmund-asdal@planteforsk.no

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
PAPOUASIE-NOUVELLE-GUINEE
PAPUA NUEVA GUINEA
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PHILIPPINES – FILIPINAS

Representative
Ms Teresita BORROMEO
Associate Professor
Department of Agronomy
UP Los Baños
College, Laguna
Philippines 4031
Tel.: 63 49 536 2466
Fax: 63 49 536 2468
E-mail.: thb@mudspring.uplb.edu.ph

PORTUGAL

Representative
Eliseu BETTENCOURT
Curator – Genebank-Genetics
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and

Fisheries,
Estação Agronómica Nacional/INIA
Istituto Nacional de Investigação Agraría
2784-505 Oeiras
Portugal
Tel.: 351 21 440 3688
Fax: 351 21 441 6011
E-mail.: e.bettencourt@meganet.pt

Alternate
Sra. Sónia DIAS
Genebank-Genetics
Ministry of Agriculture, Rural
  Development and Fisheries
Estação Agronómica Nacional/INIA
Istituto Nacional de Investigação Agraría
2784-505 Oeiras
Portugal
Tel.: 351 21 440 3688
Fax: 351 21 441 6011
E-mail.: soridi@net.sapo.pt

SENEGAL

Représentant
Cheikh Alassane FALL
Coordinateur national
Programme National de recherche sur les

    ressources génétiques - URCI
Ministère de l’agriculture et de l’élevage
Institut sénégalais de recherches

agricoles (ISRA)
B.P. 3120
Dakar
Sénégal
Tél: 221 6375714
Fax: 221 8322427
E-mail.: urci@isra.sn

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA –
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE –
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMERICA

Representative
Peter BRETTING
National Programme Leader
USDA/ARS
5601 Sunnyside Ave.
Beltsville, MD 20705
United States of America
Tel.: 1 301 504 5541
Fax: 1 301 504 6191
E-mail.: pkb@ars.usda.gov

Adviser
Ms Lucy TAMLYN
Alternate Permanent Representative
of the United States to FAO
United States Mission to the UN Agencies
  for Food and Agriculture
Via Sardegna 49
00187 Rome
Italy
Tel.: 39 06 46743506
Fax: 39 06 47887048
E-mail.: Ltamlyn@usaid.gov
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Arabic version
OBSERVERS FROM COUNTRIES MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION ON GENETIC RESOURCES

FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
OBSERVATEURS DE PAYS MEMBRES DE LA COMMISSION DES RESSOURCES GENETIQUES

POUR L’ALIMENTATION ET L’AGRICULTURE
OBSERVADORES DE PAISES MIEMBROS DE LA COMISION DE RECURSOS GENETICOS

PARA LA ALIMENTACION Y LA AGRICULTURA

BRAZIL –  BRESIL –  BRASIL

Lidio CORADIN
Genetic Resources Program Manager
Ministry of Environment
Esplanada dos Ministérios
Bloco “B” Sala 706
70068-900 Brasilia DF
Tel.: 55 61 317 1084
Fax: 55 61 323 7936
E-mail.: lidio.coradin@mma.gov.br

Ms Clara Oliveira GOEDERT
Executive Secretary
Genetic Resources National Programme
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Supply
EMBRAPA
Parque Estação Biológica
W/5 Norte Final
70 770 900 Brasilia-DF
Brazil
Tel.: 55 61 448 4759/448 4760
Fax: 55 61 448 4758
E-mail: cgoedert@cenargen.embrapa.br

BULGARIA – BULGARIE

Krassimir KOSTOV
Permanent Representative of the Republic of
  Bulgaria to FAO
Via Pietro P. Rubens 21
00197 Rome
Italy
Tel.: 39 06 3224643
Fax: 39 06 3226122
E-mail: kikostov@yahoo.com

GHANA

Nicol KWAKY
Alternate Permanent Representative
  of Ghana to FAO
Embassy of the Republic of Ghana
Via Ostriana 4
Tel.: 39 06 86215691
fax: 39 06 8608792
E-mail: ghfaorom@rdn.it

GUATEMALA

José Manuel DEL VALLE ROMERO
Jefe del Area Fitozoogenética de la Unidad
  de Normas y Regulaciones
Ministerio de Agricultura
7a. Av. 12-90 Zona 13
Guatemala
Tel.: 502 475 305668
Fax: 502 475 305668
E-mail: cenit@intelnet.net.gt

Sra. Ileana RIVERA de ANGOTTI
Primer Secretario
Embajada de la República de Guatemala
  ante la Santa Sede
Piazzale S. Gregorio VII, 65
00165 Roma
Italia
Tel.: 39 06 6381632
fax: 39 06 39376981
E-mail: embaguate.fao@tin.it
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NETHERLANDS – PAY-BAS – PAISES BAJOS

Ms Isolina BOTO
Deputy Head of Department
Technical Centre for Agriculture and Rural
  Cooperation
Postbus 380
NL 6700 AJ Wageningen
The Netherlands
Tel.: 31 317 467157
fax: 31 317 460067
E-mail: boto@cta.nl

Bert VISSER
Director, Centre for Genetic Resources,
The Netherlands Plant Research International
Droevendaalsesteeg, 1
P.O. Box 16
NL 6700 AA Wageningen
The Netherlands
Tel.: 31 317 477184
Fax: 31 317 418094

SLOVAKIA – SLOVAQUIE – ESLOVAQUIA

Milan PAKSI
Permanent Representative to FAO
Embassy of the Slovak Republic
Via dei Colli della Farnesina, 144
00194 Rome
Tel.: 39 06 36715206
Fax: 39 06 36715266

TUNISIA – TUNISIE – TUNEZ – Arabic Vers..

Abderrazak DAALOUL
Directeur général,
Production agricole,
Ministère de l’agriculture
Tunis
Tunisie
Tél.: 2161842296
Fax: 2161780246

Arabic Vers..

URUGUAY

Gustavo BLANCO
Presidente
Instituto Nacional de Semillas - INASE
Ministerio de Agricultura
Cno. Bertolotti SIN y Ruta-8 Km.28.8
Casilla de Correos 7731
Pando - Canelones
Uruguay
Tel.: 598 2 288 7099
Fax: 598 2 288 7077
E-mail:  inasepre@adinet.com.uy

YEMEN – Arabic Vers..-

Ahmed Hummed ALHAWRI
Permanent Representative of Yemen to FAO
Permanent Representation of the Republic of
  Yement to FAO
Via Alessandro Malladra 10B – Int. 10
00157 Rome
Italy
Tel.: 39 06 4504308
Fax: 39 06 4504308

Arabic Vers..

ZAMBIA

Godfrey P. MWILA
Principal Agricultural Research Officer
National Plant Genetic Resources Centre
Mt. Makulu Research Centre
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries
P/B 7 Chilanga
Zambia
Tel.: 260 01 278380
Fax: 260 01 278130
E-mail: genetics@zamnet.zm
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Arabic version

REPRESENTATIVES OF UNITED NATIONS AND SPECIALIZED AGENCIES
REPRESENTANTS DES NATIONS UNIES ET INSTITUTIONS SPECIALISEES

REPRESENTANTES DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS Y ORGANISMOS ESPECIALIZADOS

SECRETARIAT FOR THE CONVENTION ON
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY–
SECRETARIAT POUR LA CONVENTION SUR
LA DIVERSITE BIOLOGIQUE –
SECRETARIA DEL CONVENIO SOBRE DIVERSIDAD
BIOLOGICAL

Harry David COOPER
Programme Officer
Agricultural Diversity
Suite 300 –393 St. Jacques
Montreal, Québec
Canada
Tel.: 1 514 287 7045
E-mail: david.cooper@biodiv.org
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Arabic Vers..

OBSERVERS FROM INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
OBSERVATEURS DES ORGANISATIONS INTERGOUVERNEMENTALES

OBSERVADORES DE LAS ORGANIZACIONES INTERGUBERNAMENTALES

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR THE PROTECTION
OF NEW VARIETIES OF PLANTS –
UNION INTERNATIONALE POUR LA PROTECTION
DES OBTENTIONS VEGETALES –
UNION INTERNACIONAL PARA LA PROTECCION
DE LAS OBTENCIONES VEGETALES

Makoto TABATA
Senior Counsellor
UPOV
34, Chemin des Colombettes
Genève 20, CH-1211
Suisse
Tél.: 41 22 338 8739
Fax: 41 22 733 0336
email: makoto.tabata@upov.int

SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT
COMMUNITY –
COMMUNAUTE DU DEVELOPPEMENT DE
L'AFRIQUE AUSTRALE –
COMUNIDAD PARA EL DESARROLLO DEL
AFRICA MERIDIONAL

Moneim Babu FATIH
SADC
P.O. Box 41
S-230 53 ALNARP
Sweden
Tel.: 46 405 36640
Fax: 46 405 36650
E-mail: moneim@ngb.se
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Arabic version
OBSERVERS FROM NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

OBSERVATEURS DES ORGANISATIONS NON GOUVERNEMENTALES
OBSERVADORES DE LAS ORGANIZACIONES NON GUBERNAMENTALES

EARTH NEGOTIATIONS BULLETIN

Andrei HENRY
Digital Editor
212 E. 47th , Apt. 21-F
New York
United States of America
Tel.: 1 718 246 4246
E-mail: andrei@iisd.org

Ms Elsa TSIOUMANI
6, 26th  Octovrion Street
54627 Thessaloniki
Greece
Tel.: 30 31 535690
Fax: 30 31 535695
E-mail: elsa@iisd.org

Ms. Tonya BARNES
31 E. 127th , Apt. 5A
10035 New York
United States of America
Tel.: 1 212 828 1444
E-mail: tonya@iisd.org

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PLANT
BREEDERS/
INTERNATIONAL SEED TRADE FEDERATION –
ASSOCIATION INTERNATIONALE DES
SELECTIONNEURS/
FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DU COMMERCE
DES SEMENCES

Harry COLLINS
Vice-President Technology Transfer
Delta and Pine Land Company
P.O. Box 217
Scott
Missisipi 38772
United States of America
Tel.: 1 601 7424533
Fax: 1 601 7423795
E-mail.: harry.b.collins@deltaandpine.com

Patrick HEFFER
Coordinator, Scientific & Technical Matters
FIS/ASSINSEL Secretariat
Chemin du Reposoir 7
1260 Nyon
Switzerland
Tel.: 41 22 365 44 20
Fax: 41 22 365 44 21
E-mail: p.heffer@worldseed.org

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR PLANT
MOLECULAR BIOLOGY

Roger HULL
Professor
John Innes Centre
Colney
Norwich NR4 7UH
UK
Tel.: 44 1603 743690
Fax: 44 1603 742279
E-mail: Roger.hull@BBSRC.AC.UK

INTERMEDIATE TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT
GROUP

Patrick MULVANY
Food Security Policy Adviser
Schumacher Centre for Technology &
  Development
Bourton, RUGBY
CV23 9QZ
United Kingdom
Tel.: 44 (0) 1788 661100
Fax: 44 (0) 1788 661101
E-mail.: patrick_mulvany@compuserve.com
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Arabic version
INTERNATIONAL AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH CENTRES –

CENTRES INTERNATIONAUX DE RECHERCHE AGRONOMIQUE –
CENTROS INTERNACIONALES DE INVESTIGACION AGRICOLA

INTERNATIONAL PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES
INSTITUTE –
INSTITUT INTERNATIONAL DES RESSOURCES
PHYTOGENETIQUES –
INSTITUTO INTERNACIONAL DE RECURSOS
FITOGENETICOS

Cary FOWLER
Senior Adviser to Director-General IPGRI
NORAGRIC
Agricultural University of Norway
P.O. Box 5001
1430, Aas
Norway
Tel.: 47 64949824
Fax: 47 64940760
E-mail.: c.fowler@cgiar.org
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Arabic version

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
ORGANISATION DES NATIONS UNIES POUR L’ALIMENTATION ET L’AGRICUTLURE

ORGANIZACION DE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS PARA LA AGRICULTURE Y LA ALIMENTACION

Ms Louise O. FRESCO
Assistant Director-General
Agriculture Department
Food and Agricultue Organization of the
  United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 – Rome
Tel.: 39 06 570 53363
Fax: 39 06 570 55609
E-mail.: louise.fresco@fao.org

José T. ESQUINAS-ALCÁZAR
Secretary, Commission on Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture,
Food and Agriculture Organization of the
  United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 – Rome
Tel.: 39 06 570 54986
Fax: 39 06 570 53057
E-mail.:  jose.esquinas@fao.org

Clive STANNARD
Commission on Genetic Resources for
  Food and Agriculture,
Food and Agriculture Organization of the
  United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 – Rome
Tel:. 39 06 57055480
Fax: 39 06 57053057
E-mail.: clive.stannard@fao.org

William EDESON
Senior Legal Officer
General Legal Affairs Service
Food and Agriculture Organization of the
  United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 – Rome
Tel.: 39 06 570 53476
E-mail.: william.edeson@fao.org

Murthi ANISHETTY
Senior Officer, Plant Genetic
  Resources Group, (PGR),
Seed and Plant Genetic Resources
  Service, AGPS
Food and Agriculture Organization
  of the United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 – Rome
Tel.: 39 06 570 54652
Fax: 39 06 570 56347
E-mail.: murthi.anishetty@fao.org

Ms Linda COLLETTE
Senior Officer, Crop Biodiversity, PGR/AGPS,
Food and Agriculture Organization
  of the United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 – Rome
Tel.: 39 06 570 52089
Fax: 39 06 570 56347
E-mail.: linda.collette@fao.org

Kar-Ling TAO
Agricultural Officer, PGR/AGPS,
Food and Agriculture Organization
  of the United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 – Rome
Tel.: 39 06 570 55347
Fax: 39 06 570 56347
E-mail.: karling.tao@fao.org

Ms Nuria URQUIA
PGR Networking Officer, PGR/AGPS
Food and Agriculture Organization
  of the United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 – Rome
Tel.: 39 06 570 53751
Fax: 39 06 570 56347
E-mail.: nuria.urquia@fao.org
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Stefano DIULGHEROFF
Information Management Officer, PGR/AGPS
Food and Agriculture Organization
  of the United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 – Rome
Tel.:  39 06 570 55544
Fax:  39 06 570 56347
E-mail.: stefano.diulgheroff@fao.org

Ms Kakoli GHOSH
Associate Professional Officer, PGR/AGPS
Food and Agriculture Organization
  of the United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 – Rome
Tel.: 39 06 570 54533
Fax: 39 06 570 56347
E-mail.: kakoli.ghosh@ fao.org

Jun KOIDE
Associate Professional Officer, PGR/AGPS
Food and Agriculture Organization
  of the United Nations
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla
00100 – Rome
Tel.: 39 06 570 53789
Fax: 39 06 570 56347
E-mail.: jun.koide@fao.org


