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Banana:  Not only a beautiful fruit !

 The most exported fruit globally

 Fifth most produced food crop in LDCs

• Production: 139 million tons (36.000 billion USD)

• Exportation: 16 million tonnes (7 billion USD)

• 400 million people derive food or livelihoods

 An important crop in Asia, Africa and Latin America & 
Caribbean 

• Staple food

• Small holder producers

• Workers

• Industry – revenue for countries



 Soil borne 

 Spread: 

 Infected planting materials

 Soil particles / spores (tools, 
vehicles, shoes, water..)

 Challenges:
 Chemicals: No eradication

 Resistance: Breeding difficult 

 Agronomy: Practical limitations

 Cropping systems: Monocultures 
more vulnerable

The disease: Fusarium wilt
Fusarium oxysporum f.sp. cubense – Tropical race 4 (Foc TR4) 



Nampula, 
Mozambique

(2014)

Engagement of FAO



Relevance to FAO`s mandate

Strategic Objectives:

 SO 2: Sustainable production intensification

 SO 5: Increase resilience of livelihoods to threats & crises



Emergency Prevention System
(EMPRES)

Emergency prevention support to countries in 
agriculture and food related areas

Food Chain Crisis Management Framework:

 Plant Protection: Transboundary plant pests and diseases

 Prevention 

 Monitoring, surveillance and early warning

 Preparedness and planning

 Rapid response



World Banana Forum
WG1: Sustainable Production Systems and Environmental Impact

 Promoting dialogue & collaboration

 Joint global efforts to prevent the spread in Latin America and 
the Caribbean

 Awareness raising and events

International Plant Protection Convention
 International standards and regulatory support 

 Pest risk analysis

 Capacity building, Prevention

IGG on Tropical Crops



Activities

 Advocacy at global level: 
 News releases

 Events in Rome (CCP, IPPC)

 Consultations and dialogue
 WBF task force meetings

 African Consortium on Foc TR4 strategy for 
Africa (Cape Town workshop)

 Events in Philippines (INREF, BAPNET)

 Awareness raising in regions 



Central America and Caribbean
Regional workshop:

Prevention and diagnostics of 
Fusarium Wilt (Trinidad and  
Tobago, 2014)

 Sensitisation

 Surveillance and Diagnosis

 Capacity building

 Contingency plans

 Regional collaboration

 Promotion of the contingency plan 
developed by OIRSA



Central America and Caribbean

 Workshops

 Preventing the introduction of Fusarium TR4 
(Guayaquil, Ecuador - October 2014).

 Awareness raising: Guatemala - August 2015

 Assessment: 

 Preliminary assessment of the situation 
regarding FOC RT4 in LAC and its possible 
impacts on production, marketing and Food 
Security. FAO-RLC, 2016 (includes 
information on regional and national 
initiatives - WBF).



Africa:

African Consortium on Foc TR4



Africa: 
Incorporation into ongoing work

 Eastern Africa: 

 Kigali Workshop: 

 The regional platform approach to be continued … 

 Particularly Banana Xanthomonas Wilt (BXW), Banana 
Bunchy Top Virus Disease (BBTV), Banana Fusarium 
wilt (Foc TR4) are considered as immediate threats.

 Southern Africa: 

 Strengthening control of food safety threats, plant and 
animal pests and diseases for agricultural productivity and 
trade (AFSTF): Updated to include Foc TR4



Emergency support to Mozambique

Awareness 

raising

Containment

Capacity building



Emergency Support to Mozambique

Surveillance

Training

National strategy



Emergency Support to Mozambique

Nampula - Mozambique



International consultation
19-20 December 2014, Rome



• Discussed status, challenges and prospects 
regarding management and prevention of the 
disease in different regions

• Provided guidance for FAO`s engagement

• Recommended development and 
implementation of a global programme

• A policy and technical guide and a draft programme was 
developed

International consultation:



Global Programme on prevention of Foc TR4

Outcome: International collaboration and synergy

Outcome: Prevention

 Policy support, awareness and contingency planning 

 Surveillance, early warning and response

 Regulations and phytosanitary measures

Outcome: Preparedness and disease management

 Capacity building

 Management: Research, resistance, agronomy







Prioritised actions

Management

- Resistant / 

tolerant varieties

- Seed production 

support

- Research

- Agronomic 

practices

- Cropping system

- regulations

Preparedness and      

response

- Risk assessments

- Contingency planning

- Seed system support

- Resistant / tolerant 

varieties

- Research and 

surveillance

- Regulations

Prevention

- Awareness raising

- Preparedness

- Contingency 

planning

- Regulations

- Risk assessments

- Seed system 

support

At risk

Already present

At high risk



• Joint efforts with internal units / teams & decentralized offices 

• Collaboration with international partners 

 Principles:

• Avoid duplication and complement existing efforts

• Promote synergies among the existing initiatives & institutions

• Consultative, transparent and inclusive process 

• Support regional and local actions to empower smallholders

• Differentiated priorities and strategies based on

• production systems

• Geographies and risk levels

Approach and principles:



• Open ended

• Public private partnerships

• South – South cooperation 

• International organizations / institutions / initiatives –

CGIAR centers key

• International and regional networks

• Regional Plant Protection Organizations (RPPO)

• Universities

• National Institutions

• Private sector, producers and NGOs

Partnerships :



Steering (Advocacy, Monitoring …)

•FAO

•CGIAR centers (Bioversity International, IITA)

•African Consortium on Foc TR4

•Asia regional representation

•Latin America and Caribbean Regional representation

•World Banana Forum

Advisory (Advise on technical aspects):

•Collaborating institutions

•Participating country representatives/ focal points

Administration: FAO - Rome

Implementation:



Workshop on Fusarium wilt TR4 in Mozambique – Closure of the project TCP/MOZ/3504 (E)

(Seasons hotel, 17-19 May 2016, Nampula, Mozambique) 

Thank you


