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PREFACE 
 

The Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities conducted during the year 2013/14 

was the largest operations meant to collect data pertaining to about 2.3 million Agricultural 

Holdings in the Small Holding sector and 7,447 defined as "Estates" or large holdings 

throughout the Island. This Census was undertaken by the Department of Census and 

Statistics (DCS) after the Census of Population and Housing 2012, both operations under the 

legal coverage of Census Ordinance directed by the chief executive of the state, His 

Excellency the President of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka. The practices of 

conducting these Censuses are on a decennial basis. However, due to the internal conflict, it 

was not possible to undertake these major Censuses during the year 1991 and 1992 

respectively. However, Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities was undertaken 

par with the program of World Census of Agriculture (WCA – 2010) of United Nations Food 

and Agriculture Organization (UNFAO), and this Census was conducted after it elapsed of 

twelve years from 2002. Also, without any disturbance, the field work was carried out as 

anticipated in the schedule throughout all (25) administrative districts in the Island. 

 

This is the General Report of the Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities in 

which data are presented covering both sectors defined as Small Holding Sector and Estate 

Sector. The Small Holding Sector was sub divided in to two, namely; (a). Operational 

holdings of which the extent less than or equal to ¼ of an acre (40 perches) mainly produce 

the agricultural output for own home consumption and (b). Holdings above ¼ of an acre 

(more than 40 perches) in extent irrespective of the produce is own home consumption or not. 

The statistical information gathered from group (a), were not in details considering them as 

marginal land units and not favorable to treat as agricultural holdings in the aspects of extent 

coverage and economical terms. Purely they were homesteads. Other than in the category of 

Small Holdings, the Estate Sector included all holdings of which the extent is basically more 

than 20 acres (8 hectares). 

 
Using the data collected at this Census, basic reports have been disseminated over a period of 

time commencing from 2015 with the releases of (i). Report on Estate Sector (Based on 

Estate Listing Information), (ii). Summary reports at national level for the Small Holding 

Sector and Estate Sector, (iii). Key information on 25 districts based on detail tabulations 

pertaining to Small Holding Sector, were disseminated through the website of the department.  
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The planning and execution of the Census was done by the Agriculture and Environmental 

Statistics Division under the supervision of Dr.A.J.Satharasinghe then Additional Director 

General, Mr. P.M.P.Anura Kumara, then Director who is in-charge of the Division assisted 

by Ms.C.D. De Silva Deputy Director under the guidance of D.C.A.Gunawardane, former 

Director General of the Department of Census and Statistics.  

 
The draft chapters of this report were prepared by a team of officers attached to Agriculture 

and Environmental Statistics Division under the guidance of Mr.A.M.U.K.Alahakoon, 

Director and supervised by Mr.D.M.K.P.K.Dissanayake, Deputy Director Agriculture and 

Environmental Statistics Division. I am thankful to Senior Statisticians and Statisticians, who 

coordinate the work related to drafting of chapters, Mr.U.S.Wanapushpa (Retired Director) 

who coordinate the scanning activities in all districts, Mr. P.M.R.Fernando, Director and his 

team for assistance to scan the questionnaires in the district offices, error editing using soft 

copy in the head office Information and Communication Technology Division of the 

department and assist to run tables needed for this report.  Statistical Officers, Statistical 

Assistants, Development Officers and ICT Assistants of the Agriculture and Environmental 

Statistics Division who worked hard for data error correction, editing the draft chapters and 

rendered a valuable service to bring out this final report in a useful manner. Finally, I am 

particularly grateful to Mr. D.C.A.Gunawardane, former Director General of Census and 

Statistics who superintended this Census for a successful undertaking. Also, I would like to 

place on my sincere thanks to all others who assisted in many ways in the Census taking task.  
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Executive Summary 
 

The 14
th
 Census of Population and Housing was conducted by Department of Census and 

Statistics in 2012. It is a tradition of the Department of Census and Statistics to conduct 

Census of Population and Housing once in decade. Census of Agriculture and Census of 

Industry is conducting within two years after conducting Census of Population and Housing 

However, on the grounds that Trade and services sector plays a leading role in the Economy 

than the Agriculture and Industry sector and considering its contribution to G.D.P. 56% in 

2012. Instead of conducting separate Censuses of Agriculture and Industry, a census called 

„Economic Census‟ was conducted in 2013/14 covering all aspects of the Economy such as 

Agriculture, Industry, Trade and Services. 

 

The Economic Census 2013/14 was conducted in 4 stages in which during the first stage all 

the estates having extent of more than 20 acres in Sri Lanka were listed down. A report was 

published during this stage including random statistics by using data collected in September 

2013. 

 
Detailed information was collected during the 3

rd
 stage of the Census (in July – August 2014) 

on all the small holdings (that are less than 20 Acers and which are further separated into two 

parts as 40 or less and more than 40 perches) and the listed estates. Where a summary report 

was published including most vital information on small holding and estate sector in July 

2015 based on summary records prepared by Grama Niladari Division level during this 

period. 

 
The publication was prepared containing detailed information on small holdings and estate 

Sector by using data files maintained with scanned schedules (Small Holdings SH2, Estate 

Sector E2) used for data collection on these two sectors. 

 
The publication includes statistics of small holdings and estate sectors such as number of 

operators, number of agriculture holdings, cultivated extent, extent of each type of crop, 

usage of land, cattle, buffalo and other livestock statistics, daily milk production, statistics on 

poultry, aquaculture, bee culture, water sources, usage of fertilizer and chemicals in Sri 

Lanka. 

 
Based on this information it is reported that the total number of Agricultural operators in Sri 

Lanka is 4,302,214 out of which number of operators having extent of 40 perches or less is 

1,983,401, operators having an extent of more than 40 perches is 2,311,366 and number of 
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operators in the estate sector are 7,447. The highest number of operators is reported from 

Kurunegala District (290,552) while lowest number of operators from Mannar district (9,261) 

in small holding sector. 

 

The total extent cultivated in Sri Lanka is revealed by enumeration of Agricultural activities 

of Economic Census 2013/14 as 5,643,277 acres (2,283,803 hectare). Out of which the extent 

of small holdings of 40 perches or less is 239,677 acres (96,996 hectare), small holdings of 

more than 40 is 4,404,599 acres (1,782,517 hectare) and total extent of estate sector is 

999,001 acres (404,290 hectare). Compared to extent of 4,797,004 acres (1,941,321 hectare) 

reported by census of Agriculture 2002, the current extent has increased by 846,273 acres 

(342,482 hectare) and its percentage is 18%. 

 
The maximum extent by district level is reported from Kurunegala district 691,479 acres 

(279,838 hectares); while minimum extent is reported from Mannar district 42,905 acres 

(17,363 hectares). 

 
When extent by province is considered North-Western province reports the maximum extent 

755,416 acres (305,713 hectares) in small holdings of more than 40 perches which is 17% of 

the total extent reported under small holdings. And the minimum extent 278,475 acre 

(112,697 hectares) is reported from Northern Province and covers 6% of the total extent 

under small holdings. 

 
According to the enumeration on Agriculture of Economic Census 2013/14, the total extent 

under estate is 999,001 acres (404,290 hectare). Out of which the maximum extent is reported 

from Nuwara Eliya district 158,922 acres (64,315 hectares) and minimum extent from 

Vavuniya district 339 acres (137 hectares). 

 

Number of agricultural holdings reported by the enumeration is 4,353,121 which consist of 

2,034,331 agricultural holdings under small holdings of less than 40 perches, 2,311,343 

agricultural holdings under small holdings of more than 40 perches and 7,447 holdings under 

estate sector. 

 
In comparison of number of holdings 3,252,954 reported in the Agriculture Census 2002, an 

increase of holdings can be observed by 1,100,167 and the increased amount is 34% as a 

percentage.  
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When population by Agricultural Holding unit is considered, Agricultural population of small 

holdings of more than 40 perches is 9,133,268 out of which the highest agricultural 

population is reported from Kurunegala district 1,135,141 and lowest from Mannar district 

(37,088). When compared to Agricultural population (7,397,880) reported in Agriculture 

Census 2002, an increase can be observed by 1,735,388 (23%) in 2014.    

 
Number of housing units reported under small holdings of more than 40 perches is 2,258,985. 

This value has increased by 513,562 from number of Agricultural Housing units (1,745,423) 

reported in 2002. 

 

When cultivated extent of main plantation crops is considered, total extent of Tea cultivation 

reported is 646,930 acres (261,808 hectares). From which 309,792 acres (125,371 hectares) 

were reported under small holdings and 337,138 acres (136,438 hectares) under estate sector. 

The total extent reported for Tea cultivation in 2002 is 525,622 acres (212,716 hectares) and 

this has gone up by 121,308 acres (49,093 hectares) in 2014. Tea cultivated extent by district 

is mostly reported in Nuwara Eliya district 136,754 acres (55,344 hectares) and minimum 

from Gampaha district 522 acres (211 hectares).     

 

The total extent of Rubber cultivation reported under enumeration of Agriculture activities of 

Economic census 2013/14 is 277,104 acres (112,142 hectare). Out of which 122,529 acres 

(49,587 hectares) was reported under small holdings and 154,575 acres (62,556 hectares) 

under estate sector. By district level, Kegalle district 85,137 acres (34,454 hectares) reports 

the maximum extent and the minimum reporting from Puttalam district 43 acres (17 

hectares). Under small holding the maximum extent is reported from Kegalle district 35,218 

acres (14,253 hectares) where estate sector also reports the maximum extent 49,919 acres 

(20,202 hectares) in the same district. 

 
The total extent reported under Coconut cultivation in Sri Lanka is 1,095,983 acres (443,538 

hectare). From which 917,345 acres (371,244 hectares) were reported under small holdings 

and 178,638 acres (72,294 hectares) under estate sector. Percentage of extent of Coconut 

cultivation 1,095,983 acres (443,538 hectares) is 19.4% of the total crop cultivation 

5,643,277 acres (2,283,803 hectares) in Sri Lanka. Maximum number of extent under small 

holding sector is reported from Kurunegala district 329,556 acres (133,369 hectares) and 

minimum extent from Nuwara Eliya district 1,332 acres (539 hectares). Under estate sector 

maximum extent is reported in Kurunegala district 89,756 acres (36,324 hectares). Data of 

Coconut cultivation was collected in two groups as systematic cultivation and scattered 
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cultivation. From which total number of Coconut trees reported under scattered cultivation is 

667,594 in acres (270,172 hectares). Under scattered cultivation holding Coconut trees in the 

small holding sector is 45,316,119 and number of Coconut trees in the estate sector is 

1,415,488. 

 
Data was also collected on other permanent crops during the cultivation of Agricultural 

activities of Economic Census 2013/14. This mainly consists of export agricultural crops, 

fruit crops and other permanent crops. The largest extent under export agricultural crop is 

reported for the Cinnamon cultivation 77,489 acres (31,359 hectares) of which 69,269 acres 

(28,033 hectares) was reported in the small holdings and 8,220 acres (3,327 hectares) in the 

estate sector. 

 

When considering Fruit crops, Banana has the maximum extent of cultivation 46,486 acres 

(18,812 hectares). From which 43,234 acres (17,496 hectares) were reported in the small 

holding sector while 3,252 acres (1,316 hectares) were reported in the estate sector. 

Information under other permanent crops was collected on Cashew nuts, Sugarcane, Jack 

fruit, Oil Palm, Tamarind, Goraka, Palmyra, and Jaggery palm (Kitul) from which, largest 

extent was reported for Sugarcane cultivation 28,716 acres (11,621 hectares) under 

systematic cultivation. Palm and Jaggery palm (Kitul) are not cultivated systematically where 

number of trees indicated under scattered cultivation is 2,521,215 and 522,311. 

 
Information was collected on Paddy, the main food crop in Sri Lanka during the enumeration 

of Agricultural activities of Economic Census 2013/14. As information reveal the number of 

Paddy cultivating agricultural holdings reported under small holding sector in Sri Lanka is 

884,609. From which highest number of agricultural holdings were reported from Kurunegala 

district (150,566). The lower number of holdings was reported from Mannar district (5,523). 

Similarly total extent reported under Paddy cultivation in the small holdings sector is 

1,476,781 acres (597,645 hectares). From which maximum extent was reported in 

Anuradhapura district, 189,760 acres (76,795 hectares) and minimum from Colombo district 

10,141 acres (4,104 hectares). 

 
As for agriculture information collected in 2014, total number of Cattle reported in Sri Lanka 

is 1,452,006. From which 1,124,097 is for Cattle 327,909 is for Buffalos. Number of Cattle 

reported in the small holding sector is 1,095,771 (97.5%) and likewise Buffaloes in the same 

sector are 319,397 (92.4%). Total number of Chickens reported under livestock is 24,437,032 

from which a contribution 17,895,174 is received by the small holding sector (73.2%). 
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Information on farm machinery/ equipment was also collected during enumerators of 

Agricultural Activities in the Economic Census 2013/14. According to the collected 

information, it was reported that, the operators owning machinery as 346,512 manual 

sprayers, 133,912 two wheeler tractors, 132,796 Agricultural water pumps, 34,742 power 

sprayers and 31,570 four wheeler tractors. 

 
Information on aquaculture was also included in the Economic Census 2013/14 report. The 

report revealed that 3,324 operators in fresh water 1,007 operators in the brackish water, 191 

in both fresh water and brackish water and 334 in the sea water operated aquaculture under 

small holdings sector.    
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Chapter 1  

Taking of the Census 
 

1. 1: Introduction 

 
Department of Census and Statistics conducted the Economic census which is nationally 

significant based on year 2013/14 for the first time in Sri Lanka. The Economic Census 

2013/14 - Agricultural Activities is a combination of Census of Industries and the census of 

Agriculture held subsequently to the census of Population and Housing. 

During the enumeration of main sectors of the economy such as Agriculture, Industries, 

Trade and services, data collection from the Agricultural sector was performed separately by 

using multiple questionnaires. Therefore, Economic census consists of 2 sections namely as, 

„Enumeration of agricultural activities‟ and „Enumeration of industry, trade and services‟. 

Enumeration of agricultural activities mainly aimed at collecting quantitative data related to 

the following subject areas. 

i. Agricultural holdings 

ii. Agricultural operators 

iii. Use of land and tenure/ ownership 

iv. Crop Cultivation 

v. Livestock/ Poultry 

vi. Aquaculture 

vii. Fertilizer and Pesticide use 

viii. Agricultural machinery use and ownership 

 

 

1.2: Historical Background 
 

Unlike the Census of Population where there is almost a tradition of decennial censuses since 

1871, there has been no regularity in regard to Census of Agriculture in Sri Lanka.  

 

A census of Production, virtually agricultural production was taken in 1921 and was followed 

by partial censuses in 1924 and 1929. In these censuses, particulars on crop areas, livestock 

numbers and production were recorded at village level.  
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In more recent times there were Censuses of Agriculture in 1946, 1952, 1962, 1973, 1982 and 

2002. At the Census of Agriculture 1946, a plot-wise enumeration was undertaken by 

covering all blocks of land throughout the country existed at the time or had previously 

existed with any kind of cultivation. It was the first Census of Agriculture taken in Sri Lanka. 

 
A deviation from this pattern of parcel wise enumeration was first attempted at the Census of 

Agriculture 1952. The Census of Agriculture 1962 enumerated all holdings above 50 acres on 

a complete basis and a sample of 10 percent in the case of holdings less than 50 acres. 

Similarly, in the Census of Agriculture in the year 1973, the large holdings defined as estates 

were completely enumerated for detail information on the various characteristics while a 

sample of small holdings were selected and enumerated. The Census of Agriculture and 

Livestock conducted in the year 1982 was hundred percent enumerations of agricultural 

holdings of both sectors and about 3,246,377 of Small Holdings (3,846,057 Acres) and 6,577 

of Estates (950,947 Acres) in the 2002 Census of Agriculture. 

 

 

1.3: Census Legislation 
 

The Census of Agriculture was carried out under the provision of the Census Ordinance. 

Under Section 2 of the Census Ordinance (Chapter 143) "It shall be lawful for the Minister 

from time to time by order published in the Gazette to direct that a census to be taken of the 

Population, Agriculture (including animal husbandry), Trade, Labor, Industry or Commerce 

or such other matter as he may deem necessary for ascertaining the Social, Civil or Economic 

conditions of the inhabitants of Sri Lanka. 

 

In accordance with the ordinance, the respective Minister concern directed that for the 

purpose of ascertaining the agro-economic conditions of the people of Sri Lanka, an 

Economic Census (Agricultural Activities and Non Agricultural Activities) of the Island shall 

be taken in the year 2013/14. 

 
The Census of Agriculture ordinance casts an obligation on the people to answer all questions 

asked in a census to the best of their knowledge. At the same time it safeguards the 

respondent by restricting any information collected at the census to be quoted as evidence in 

court. The Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities was taken in accordance with 

the Census amendment bill Gazettes and issued on 25
th
 March 2013. 
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1.4: Objectives of the Census 
 

The Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities was carried out primarily to meet the 

national needs whilst at the same time confirming to the requirements of the 2010 series 

world Census of Agriculture Program of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the 

United Nations. 

 
The main objectives were; 

 
i. To collect basic data on structure of agriculture needed for the formulation and 

implementation of agricultural development projects. 
 

ii. To establish benchmark data against which the progress of agricultural projects can be 
evaluated. 

 
iii. To provide basic frames of households, agricultural households and holding for 

conducting future surveys in the field of agriculture. 
 

 

1.5: Coverage 
 

Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities covered all 25 administrative districts in 

the Island. The listing frame on Census of Population and Housing 2011 was used as a base 

document to identify the Small Agricultural Holdings and a complete enumeration was 

carried out to list all Small Agricultural Holdings. The listing activities and detail data 

collection on Small Holding sector were carried out parallel and limited information collected 

by use the listing form the holdings which land extent less than 40 perches and the purpose of 

cultivation was marketing. For list the Estates as separate listing activities carried out by 

Grama Niladhari division, as per the definition which used for identity estates in the 

Economic Census 2013/14 Agricultural activities.  

 

1.6: Census Organization 
 

The entire census operation was directed and monitored by the Agriculture and Environment 

Statistics Division of the Department of Census and Statistics. The related activities included 

all logistics, preparation of Census schedules and instructions, pretesting of questionnaires, 

conducting pilot census, scanning questionnaires, error editing of questionnaires and finally 

the tabulation and data dissemination. 

 
The Director General of Census and Statistics was appointed as the Superintendent of Census 

and who was charged with the responsibility of conducting the census of agriculture. He was 
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assisted by a team of senior official, at the head office who were designated as Deputy 

Superintendents of Census by a special Gazette notification. 

 

District Secretaries/Government Agents of the Districts were appointed as Commissioners of 

Census within their respective area of authority. The Commissioners were assisted in their 

task by Deputy Commissioners and the details are given in the following chart.  

 

 

Organization of the Economic Census – 2013/14 

Agriculture Activities 
 

Director General of Census and Statistics 

(Superintendent of Census) 

Administration /Field Operation 

Officer Responsibilities/Duties 
Duty 

Station 

 

Commissioner General of Agrarian 
Development Department 

 
Director General - Department of Agriculture 

 
Director General – Sri Lanka Mahaweli 

Authority 
 

District Secretaries/ Government Agents 
 

 

Commissioner of Census 
 

 
Commissioner of Census 

 
Commissioner of Census 

 
 

Commissioner of Census 

 

Sri Lanka 
 

 

Sri Lanka 

 
Sri Lanka 

 
 

District 
 

 

Deputy/Assistant Commissioner of Agrarian 
Development 

 
Deputy/Assistant Director of 

Agriculture Department 
 

Agriculture Director - District Secretaries 
 

 
Additional District Secretaries/Additional  

Government Agents 
 

Divisional Secretary/Assistant Government 
Agents 

 
 

Residential Project Managers (Mahaweli 
Area) 
 

 

 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Census  

 
Deputy Commissioner of 

Census 
 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Census 

 
Deputy Commissioner of 

Census 
 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Census 

 
 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Census 
 

 

District 
 

 

District 

 

 

District 
 

 
District 

 

 

Divisional 
Secretary 

Division 
 

Mahaweli  
Area 
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Technical Operation 

Officers of the Department of Census and 

Statistics 

Responsibility Station 

 

 

Director General 
 

 

 

Superintendent of Census 
 

 

 

Sri Lanka 
 

 

 

Additional Director Generals, 
Directors/ Deputy Directors 

 

 

Deputy Superintendent of 
Census 

 

 

Sri Lanka 
 

 
Senior Statisticians/ Statisticians 

 
Assistant Superintendent of 

Census 
 

 
District 

 

 
Statistical Officer/ Statistical Assistant 

Attached to Divisional Secretariat 
 

 
Divisional Census Officer 

(Technical) 
 

 
Divisional 

Secretary 
Division 

 

 

 

 

Assistant District Secretary 
 

 
Assistant Divisional Secretary 

 
 

 

 

Assistant Commissioners of 
Census 

 
Assistant Commissioners of 

Census 
 

 
 

 

District 
 

 
Divisional 

Secretary 
Division 

 

 
Agrarian Development Officer 

 
 

 
Agriculture Instructor 

 
 

 
Grama Niladhari/  Agricultural Research and 

Production Assistant/  Other Government 
Officers 

 
Unit manager (Mahaweli) 

 
 

 

  

Supervisors  

 
 

 
Supervisors 

 
 

 
 Enumerator 

 
 

 
Enumerator 

 
 

  

 
Agrarian 

Service 
Division 

 
Agriculture 

Instructor 
Division 

 
Grama 

Niladhari 
Division 

 
Unit 

Manager 
Divisions 
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1.7: Methodology and Item Coverage 
 

The Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities was carried out in two sectors 
namely: 

 
1. Estate or large holding sector 

2. Small Holding Sector 

 

1. Estate Sector: An agricultural holding having at least one parcel of 20 acres in extent or 

more and under the same unit of management was considered as an "Estate". In the instances 

where different parcels of the holdings may add up to 20 acres or more, if so, it was not 

considered as an "Estate". Estate should have at least one parcel of which the extent should be 

20 or more in acres. Similarly, the holdings exclusively cultivated with paddy or Chena land 

of having the extent 20 acres or more in extent, were not considered as an Estate. 

 
The Estate Sector was covered through a complete enumeration (Schedule E2). A complete 

list of estates (Form E1) has been prepared by Grama Niladhari and data collections of all 

these estates also conducted by the Grama Niladhari. The Estate management was requested 

to respond the Enumerators who appointed to collect detailed information on the estate sector 

by the DCS. 

 

The items covered through the Estate schedule are: 

a) Location of Estate 

b) Characteristics of the operator 

c) Total area of estate 

d) Area under principal crops 

e) Tenure and land utilization 

f) Crop area and livestock numbers 

g) Use of Fertilizer and Pesticides 

h) Irrigation facilities 

i) Population and employment 

j) Agricultural Machinery 

 

2. Small Holding Sector: All other holdings which are not falling in to the category of 

"Estates" were defined as "Small Holdings". Basically, they are the holdings below 20 acres 

in extent. Enumerators had visited each and every census unit namely housing unit, living 
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quarters other than housing unit and non-housing units in the country and screened out the 

agricultural operators through a schedule known as Small Holding 1 (SH 1). After identifying 

the agricultural operators, the enumerators had probed them on the land he is operating for 

the purpose of agriculture/livestock/Aquaculture. While probing them, they have classified 

the operators in to two groups namely; 

 
(a). Operators who are operating the land less than or equal to 40 perches (0.10 hectare) of 

land having some form of cultivation or rearing livestock or Aquaculture of which the 

produce is mainly devoted for home consumption, then the particular holding was considered 

as "marginal holding" in the agricultural development point of view in the Small Holding 

Sector. In respect of these holdings, the information that collected was restricted to the SH 1 

Form which is the listing sheet. 

 
(b). All other holdings of which more than 40 perches (over 0.10 hectares) of land or 

producing agricultural output mainly for market oriented irrespective of extent of land or that 

are not falling in to the former category were considered economically viable holdings in the 

Small Holding Sector. From this category, following information was collected through the 

schedule known as Small Holding 2 (SH- 2). 

 
a) Characteristics of the operators - Age, Sex and Educational Status, 

b)  Operational Status of the Operator 

c) Type of holding 

d) Population of operator's household 

e) Main income source of the operator 

f) Land utilization and tenure pattern 

g) Area under principal crops  

h) Irrigated area and source of Irrigation 

i) Number of livestock kept 

j) Number of holdings under Aquaculture 

k) Agricultural Machinery owned and use 

 
 

1.8: Data Processing 
 

Data processing activities of the Census was carried out in two phases. In order to 

disseminate an important data needed by users, based on summary sheets that were prepared 

by Enumerators were processed in the first phase just after the census proper. In this stage the 
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DCS had designed relevant tabulation programs and centralized the activities in the Head 

Office. This includes data entry activities and tabulation of the summary sheets. One officer 

from Agriculture and Environmental Statistics Division was appointed in each district and 

was trained for data entry work and tabulations. This procedure was completed by early part 

of the year 2015 and the preliminary report was published in the means of hard copies and 

electronic media by including the Departmental Website. 

 

Then the next phase was data capturing and processing of nearly 2.3 million main schedules 

(SH 2) in the Small Holding Sector and also information collected through E 2 pertaining to 

7,447 Estates. The questionnaires related to Estates were scanned, edited, coded and then 

tabulated with the assistance of ICT division and by the staff of the Agriculture and 

Environmental Statistics Division of DCS. 

 
The questionnaire SH 2 related to the Small Holding Sector was designed with a view to data 

capture through the means of optical card reader (scanner). At that time DCS was in 

possession of “Avision AV320D2+” scanners with single user form processing software. 

This scanner's duty cycle was rated 9,600 pages per day. A team of error editors had deployed 

for editing of SH2, and to perform some validity checks manually after the data capturing 

process. 

 
 

1.9: Data Dissemination 
 

There is no doubt that analysis of whole lot of information collected at the Census was a time 

consuming task. However, DCS has taken steps towards disseminating of important data on a 

priority basis. In this context, three preliminary reports for Small Holding Sector by District 

level and the final report pertaining to the Estate Sector were made available to the users 

during the years 2015 and 2016. In addition to that, District reports giving data at DS division 

were made available to the users during the course of the year 2017. Summarized district data 

in details were disseminated through electronic media in the website of DCS; 

www.statistics.gov.lk. 
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1.10: Concepts & Definitions 
 

1.10.1: Economic Census 

Economic Census is a complete process of collecting, compiling, analyzing and 

disseminating data related to Agriculture, Industries, Trade, Services carried out within the 

country‟s economic territory in a particular period. 

 

1.10.2: Enumeration on Agricultural Activities of Economic Census 

Enumeration on Agricultural activities of Economic Census is a process of collecting 

quantitative data related to Agriculture Sector in Island wide, “Agricultural holding” as the 

data collection unit, during a specific cultivation year with support from the Government. 

 

1.10.3: Census Block 

Census block is a limited land area with boundaries either natural or created by men by 

consisting 150 units of housing and buildings from the rural area and 200 units from urban 

area during the census of Population and Housing in 2012. 

 

1.10.4: Housing Unit, Collective Living Quarters and Non-housing Units 

„Housing unit‟ is a residence such as a house or an apartment that provides space for 

occupants and distinctly separated from other living spaces, accessible from a separate door 

for entrance or exit. 

A housing unit should satisfy all the following characterizes to be identified as a „Housing 

Unit‟, 

1. A residence for living 

2. Separated from other spaces 

3. Having a separate door to enter/ exit 

 

A „collective living quarter‟ is a residence where usually 2 or more non-related persons living 

for a common purpose. 

A Non-housing unit can be identified on a housing unit, a collective living quarter, a part of a 

building or perhaps a collection of buildings. 
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1.10.5: Household 

„Household refers to a person or people who live together and share income and basic needs, 

particularly a shared meal arrangement. 

 Households only exist in housing units. Neither collective living quarters nor non-

housing unit can have households. 

 Members of a Household usually may relate to each other. However, in some cases 

there can be non-relative residents as well. 

 Members of the Household need not essentially be a family unit. It may consist of 

outside persons apart from parents and children. For eg. Relatives and servants. 

Boarders, who share the same meal with family members, should be treated as 

members of the household. 

 However, persons who are not resident in the household on permanent basis 

(outsiders) are disregarded from the number of permanent residents in the Household. 

 Every housing unit with residents should be considered as households and one 

housing unit may consist of several households. 

 

1.10.6: Agricultural Operator, Agricultural Sub-operator 

An „Agricultural operator‟ is a household member who involved in one or several agricultural 

activities such as; farming, raising livestock and aquaculture (fresh, brackish and sea water) 

taking decisions for the household/ institution and bearing all the responsibilities.  

And he/ she can be, 

 The operator himself/ herself 

 Operating with the support from other or  

 A person making decisions in handling these activities without any physical 

involve. 

Therefore, 

 The operator may cultivate the land and/ or raise the livestock himself or he may 

simply direct operations by taking decisions only. 

 The operator need not necessarily be the owner of the land or livestock. But, 

ownership does not entitle a person to be considered as an operator. 

 To be considered as an operator, he need not necessarily engage in day-to-day 

activities of all the work needed to cultivate land or raise livestock, but it would be 
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sufficient to direct one or several day-to-day operations related to cultivating land, 

raising livestock and/ or aquaculture. 

 „Agricultural operator‟ is the head of the Agricultural Holding. 

 He is responsible for all the economic and technical matters related to agricultural 

activities. 

Therefore, 

i. There can be several agricultural operators in a housing unit. 

ii. One agricultural holding should be operated by only one agricultural operator.  

 
Agricultural sub operator is any other member of the agricultural holding who has own 

operational status directing day-to-day agricultural activities in addition to the agricultural 

operator of the holding. 

 Agricultural sub operators actively take part in decision making process of the 

activities of the holding. 

 But he‟s not the main decision maker of the holding.  

 Agricultural sub operator may operate a part of a parcel, one parcel or all the parcels 

or livestock and aquaculture. 

 

Therefore, 

i. Agricultural sub-operator should operate only in a holding which has own operational 

status.  

ii. An agricultural holding with own operational status could have more than one 

agricultural sub operators. 

iii. Family members who support for agricultural activities cannot be considered as 

agricultural sub operators. 

iv. Paid workers may not be considered as agricultural sub operators. 

 

An agricultural operator in a small holding should essentially be a decision maker in any kind 

of agricultural product. Therefore, engaging in the following activities should not qualify a 

member of the holding to be an agricultural operator. 

i. Selling plants in a vehicle or as a mobile plant seller 

ii. Engaging in cultivation of flowers/ ornamental plants 

iii. Cultivator of timber/ wood trees 

iv. Raising animals as a hobby 

v. Raising ornamental fish as a hobby 
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1.10.7: Operational Status 

Status is categorized into four types 

 Operating on own account 

 Operating in partnership 

 Operating for a person 

 Operating for an institution 

 An agricultural operator may have different agricultural holdings under multiple 

operational statuses. 

 In other words different operational statues will result in separate agricultural holdings. 

 

 

 Operating on own account 

An agricultural operator with “an own account is a person who bears all the economic 

responsibilities of the agricultural holding without sharing with any other person or 

institution. 

 He/ She may employ labor and have family members participate for agricultural 

activities. 

 Paddy cultivators who cultivate on half share (anda) for hired service or for paddy share 

fall into this category. 
 

 Operating in partnership 

An agricultural operator, „operating in partnership‟ is a person who operates the holding 

jointly with others and shares the responsibility and decision making with one or more 
persons. 

 Operating for a person 

An agricultural operator „operating for a person‟ is a person who manages the operation of 

the holding as a manager/ caretaker with a salary/ benefit for an individual. 

 Operating for an institution 

An agricultural Operator, „operating for an institution‟ is a person who manages the operation 

of the holding on behalf of an institution, such as a private company, government or semi-

government organization. 

 

1.10.8: Agricultural Holding 

An „agricultural holding‟ consists of all land and/ or livestock used wholly or partly for 

agricultural production and is operated under one operational statue and may have following 

conditions. 
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 One holding may consist of one or more parcels.  

 These parcels may be in one Divisional Secretariat Division or have spread across 

various Divisional Secretariat Divisions. 

 The operator may or may not own the holding 

 The land may be operated legally or illegally 

 Extent of land of the holding may vary  

 An agricultural holding may consist of low lands and/ or highlands 

 Holding may consist of crops and/ or livestock 

 

1.10.9: Land Tenure 

„Land Tenure‟ is the legal or illegal nature of the land operated for agricultural activities of 

the holding. 

Small holdings can be categorized into 7 types of land tenure 

1. Sole ownership 

Land owned by the agricultural operator or a family member of the agricultural operator 

come under this category. These are inherited or transferred lands. 

2. With permit 

Land Tenure gained from L.D.O. /C.L.O. /L.R.C. allowances, taxes or permits received from 

village Development Programs, Endemic Programs are identified as „Tenure by permit‟  

 

3. Half-Share (anda)/ hire 

Land cultivated by sharing the harvest or by cash in-kind is identified as Tenure by half-share 

or hire. 

4. Partnership 

A holding with more than one partner may have „partnership‟. Lands cultivated according to 

change of ply/ pieces system comes under this category.  

5. Segmentation (clearage) system 

A system based on water supply method of holdings/ cultivation land. Land Tenure gained 

from cultivation of land extent less than the usual extent duded among the farmers due to 

limited supply of water during a season. Here one farmer could get someone else‟s paddy 

field instead of his block. 
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6. Illegal 

Tenure of lands operated without any legal ownership by the agricultural operator or a family 

member. Tenure of government / reserved lands comes under this category. 

7. Other 

Tenure of parcels that do not fall into above categories are indicated here. Hence, private 

parcels operated without any cash or harvest share will be included here. 

 

1.10.10: Parcel 

A parcel of the holding is any piece of land entirely surrounded by land, water, road, forest or 

a land with a different tenure status. 

 Adjoining fields with different tenure are considered as separate parcels.  

 Adjoining fields in the same tenure of land is considered as one parcel 

 

A parcel cannot be allocated depending on the type of land or the type of crop grown 

on land 

 

 

1.10.11: Total Extent of the Agricultural Holding 

Total extent of the holding is a combined area of all the lands cultivated or uncultivated. 

A holding consists of the entire land area covered by buildings, roads, reefs, marshy lands, as 

well as high lands and low lands that are cultivated or uncultivated. 

This is identified as „Gross Extent‟ of full land. 

 

The total extent of land includes the total area managed by the agricultural operator,  

 Owned and operated by himself 

 Rented from others, 

 Operated under different land tenure, and 

 Occupied by all the dwellings. 
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1.10.12: Gross Extent, Net Extent 

Gross extent is considered as the physical extent of a parcel or a land. 

Net extent is considered as the estimated extent cultivated in gross extent. 

The net extent is determined by,  

 Number of trees/ vines/ shrubs cultivated on a particular system in the acre, or 

 By calculating the extent corresponding to quantity of seeds used to broadcast or plant 

under each crop in an acre. 

However, 

 The extent may not have been determined by using a tape-measure. 

Further, 

If multiple crops are cultivated in a parcel/ land, the aggregate extent estimated under these 

crops as gross extent can be more or less value than the gross extent. 

 

1.10.13: Agricultural Work 

Agricultural work is all the activities related to the operation of cultivation, raising livestock 

and aquaculture that take place in a holding. 

Particularly, 

 Work with physical involvement  

 Planning work of the farm / keeping accounts. 

 Purchasing of chemical fertilizers and insecticides or selling primary products outside 

the farm, are considered as agricultural work. 

 

1.10.14: Small Holdings  

All the agricultural units with parcels less than 20 acres are identified as a „small holding‟.  

 

1.10.15: Reference Period 

„Reference period‟ is the period of time on which the data collection will be based on. 

Average time duration of 12 months is marked as the reference period for the enumeration of 

Agricultural activities of the Economic Census.  



 
 

 
 

Department of Census & Statistics 

 
Page 16 

ECONOMIC CENSUS 2013/14 – AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

1.10.16: Definition of ‘Estate’ 

An agricultural holding with the same tenure having at least one parcel of more than 20 acres, 

is considered as an „estate‟. Here the number of labours employed in the estate will be 

irrelevant. 

i. Same operational status 

Mainly 4 operational statuses can be identified associated with estates  

 Persons who manage the estate by themselves 

 Paid workers such as and authorized person or who direct the operations on behalf of 

any government institutions company or management representative institution 

 Person who direct operations of the estate for an individual or several persons 

 Persons who direct operations of the estate with partners  

An estate or its parcels/parts should be operated under one of the operational statuses 

mentioned above to be identified as an estate. 

ii. Same tenure of land  

If a person or institution operate cultivation or livestock and collect the harvest or production 

of a land owned by the same person or institution or any other person or institution, it is 

identified as „tenure‟ of land. 

When considering an estate, tenure of land can be identified in 6 types 

 Government  

 Semi-government 

 Plantation companies 

 Private companies 

 Individual 

 Private Partnerships 

According to the definition of estate referred in Economic Census, an estate, irrespective of 

its type of tenure, should be operated under the „same tenure‟ 

iii. Agricultural Holding 

Agricultural lands operating all the activities related to land and livestock used wholly or 

partly for agricultural production under same operational status is identified as an agricultural 

holding. 
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iv.Parcel 

A piece of land in the holding which is entirely surrounded by land, water-way, road or forest 

not belonging to the same holding is identified a parcel. 

Understanding the form „sub division‟ may serve in identifying an estate in case of multiple 

parcels in a holding. 

 

1.10.17: Definition of ‘Sub Division’ 

„Sub divisions‟ are the divisions of a large holding allocated and named in separate for 

administrative purposes of the holding. An estate is a combination of all these sub-divisions 

and the sub divisions may adjoin to each other or in distance. Irrespective of the location of 

sub division all the administrative functions of each subdivision are managed by one Centre.  

In case of separate locations of the parcels of a holding, there can be parcels more or less of 

20 acres and separated parcels named as subdivisions that are less than 20 acres fall into the 

category of „estate‟ and parcels unnamed, cannot be identified on an estate.  

 

1.10.18: Definition of ‘Mode of Irrigation’ 

There are three type of irrigations related with paddy cultivation. They are  

i. Major irrigation schemes 

ii. Minor irrigation schemes 

iii. Rainfed schemes 

Defined to be an irrigated scheme of which water is fed more than 200 acres otherwise it 

defined as a minor irrigation scheme. Rainfed is defined, if the cultivated extent is purely 

depending on rain water in absence of permanent water tank or reservoir.   
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Chapter 2 

Land Utilization 
 

2 .1: Introduction 

 
This chapter provides a detailed overview of the manner in which agricultural land has been 

used in Sri Lanka. Land utilization data mainly gives the area of land within agricultural 

holdings utilized for different activities. The utilization of land depends upon physical factors 

such as topography, soil and climate as well as human factors such as the density of the 

population, the duration of occupation of the area, land tenure and technical levels of the 

people. The data on land use of the Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural activates, are 

classified in to nine broad categories as follows. 

 Permanent crops                  

 Asweddumized paddy land  

 Temporary crops other than Asweddumized paddy    

 Pasture and Meadows 

 Abandoned paddy fields 

 Economical Forestry       

 Land not suitable for cultivation  

 Land under roads and buildings 

 Land not elsewhere classified 

 

While apportioning a particular portion or piece of land in a holding into different uses, the 

net area concept has been used. For instance, when a certain portion of parcel is cultivated 

with permanent crop mixed with temporary crop in the same physical area, then such land 

area has not been divided by two or apportioned, but allocated the entire portion to permanent 

crop giving priority to the main crop. In this way double counting of land area was avoided in 

the land utilization pattern. 

 

It is to be noted that any land outside the definition of a holding like natural forest, crown 

land, game sanctuaries, etc, were not covered normally in a Census. The extent of land 

reported within agricultural holdings according to the Economic Census 2013/14 – 

Agricultural activates, was about 5.6 million acres (2.2 million hectares) or 36.4 percent of 

the total land area in the Island. 
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2.2: Extent under Agricultural Holdings 
 

Out of the total land area (excluding water bodies) of 15,494,719 acres in the Island, nearly 

36 percent has been devoted for agricultural activities or in other word about 5.6 million acres 

were covered by Agricultural Holdings according to the Economic Census 2013/14 – 

Agricultural activates. Similarly, out of the total land area devoted for agriculture, only 86 

percent is utilized for crop and livestock while the rest of the area with in the agricultural 

holdings is distributed among forest, pasture, meadows and land under houses and roads. 

 

 
Figure 2.2.1: Land Utilization within Agricultural Holdings (Both Sector) – 2014 

 

 
 

 

Compared to the total agricultural area recorded in the 2002 census, agricultural land has 

been increased by 846,273 acres in 2014.  

 

Extent under Agricultural Holdings* - 2014, 2002 
 

 

 
  

 

* Including the extent of land in the holdings ¼ acres and below 
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According to the Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural activates, the percentage of 

Agricultural land in each province has increased compared to 2002. The highest percentage 

of agricultural land has been increased in North central province, which is 9.7 percent. 

Further, Northern Province reported the second highest (7.0%) increase in agricultural extent 

compared to 2002 agriculture census. This has been due to the resettlement of the Northern 

Province and the policies for improving the agricultural sector in Island. 

 

 
Table 2.2.1: Agricultural Land as a Percentage of Total Land by District – 2002, 2014 

 

province District 2014 2002 

Western 60.4 54.5 

 

Colombo 52.1 43.2 

Gampaha 63.0 56.6 

Kalutara 61.6 57.3 

Central 49.9 44.5 

 

Kandy 56.6 49.6 

Matale 38.9 34.5 

Nuwara Eliya 54.8 50.4 

Southern 
 

51.4 47.1 

 

Galle 55.9 54.0 

Matara 69.2 63.3 

Hambantota 39.4 37.8 

Northern 15.5 8.3 

 

Jaffna 28.9 17.2 

Mannar   9.2 4.5 

Vavuniya 14.5 0.1 

Mullaitivu 10.9 6.5 

Killinochchi 25.6 12.9 

Eastern 18.8 13.5 

 

Batticaloa 18.2 12.8 

Ampara 21.5 16.9 

Trincomalee 15.0 8.5 

North-Western 51.7 46.4 

 

Kurunagala 60.5 56.5 

Puttalam 37.4 30.2 

North - Central 31.4 21.7 

 

Anuradhapura 33.0 21.6 

Polonnaruwa 28.1 22.1 

Uva 30.3 24.3 

 

Badulla 43.2 38.1 

Monaragala 23.7 17.4 

Sabaragamuwa 53.2 49.2 

 

Rathnapura 47.7 43.4 

Kegalle 63.6 60.4 

Sri Lanka 36.4 30.1 
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It could be seen from the table 2.2.1 that in most of the wet zone districts, more than 50 

percent of the land area were agricultural land with the highest percentage being in Matara 

district is 69.2% and Kegalle district (63.6%), followed by Gampha district (63.0%). In all 

the dry zone districts, the share of agricultural land to total land extent was very low with the 

highest in Hambantota district (39.4%) and the lowest in Mannar district (9.2%). On an 

average in the districts of dry Zone 13 percent of the land area is being utilized for 

agricultural purposes compared to the island share of 36.4 percent. 

 

 

2.3: Classification of Land under Agricultural Holdings According to Land 

Use. 
 

The Census data were classified according to the following four major uses with further 

subdivisions for some categories. 

1. Arable land  

(a) Asweddumized paddy land 

(c) Other temporary crops 

2. Land under permanent crops 

3. Forest, pasture and meadows 

4. All other land 

 

Table 2.3.1 gives the land area and their percentage by land use categories. Arable land 

comprised 39.8 percent of all land in agricultural holdings when both sectors are considered, 

the sector wise distribution is as 48.0 percent for the Small Holding Sector and 3.5 percent for 

the Estate Sector. Land under permanent crops accounted for about 45.9 percent of all land in 

agricultural holdings or 53.6 percent of the crop land (i.e. Arable land and land under 

permanent crops). Thus, the cropland accounted for about 85.7 percent of the land under 

agricultural holdings. In the case of Small Holding Sector, land under permanent crops 

accounted about 40 percent where as it was 72.1 percent for the Estate Sector. 
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Table 2.3.1: Land Use Patterns within Agricultural Holdings (Both Sectors) in 2014 and 

2002 
 

            Extent in Acres 

Land use Groups 

2013/14 2002 

Total Small Holdings Estates 
Extent % 

Extent % Extent % Extent % 

Arable Land 2,151,034 39.8 2,116,052 48.0 34,982 3.5 1,592,575 34.7 

(a) Asweddumized 

Paddy 
1,712,585 31.7 1,706,410 38.7 6,175 0.6 1,228,219 26.8 

(b) Other Temporary 

Crops 
438,449 8.1 409,642 9.3 28,807 2.9 364,356 7.9 

Land under 

Permanent Crops 
2,481,792 45.9 1,761,721 40.0 720,071 72.1 2,260,923 49.2 

Forest, Pasture, 

Meadows and 
abandoned paddy land 

440,960 8.2 277,096 6.3 163,864 16.4 322,120 7.0 

All other Land 329,814 6.1 249,730 5.7 80,084 8.0 419,204 9.1 

Total Area of 

Holdings 
5,403,600 100.0 4,404,599 100.0 999,001 100.0 4,594,822 100.0 

 

 
 

 

 
Agricultural land under abandoned paddy land, Economical forest, Pasture and Meadows 

accounts for about 440,960 acres or about 8.2 percent of total agricultural land. Land 

categorized under all other lands accounts 6.1 percent of the total agricultural land. Arable 

land is generally defined as the land under rotation and used for the cultivation of temporary 

crops. Total Arable land under both Estate and Small Holding Sector contributes about 79.6 

percent for paddy cultivation and the balance 20.4 percent is under other temporary crops 

other than paddy.  

 

When comparing land use categories of Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural activates 

and Agricultural Census 2002, it reveals the extent under permanent crops has increased by 

220,869 acres. However, the percentage of land under permanent crops to all agricultural 

holdings has decreased by 3.3 percent while other categories showed an increase. The extent 

under Asweddumized paddy has increased due to resettlement in northern and Eastern 

provinces and policies implement by government to improve the agriculture sector.  
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Table 2.3.2: Agriculture Land Extent and Percentage Distribution of Agricultural Area 

by Use of Land – 2014 

 

District 
Agricultural Land 

extent (Acres) 

Percentage distribution of Agricultural area by use 

Arable Land 
Land Under 

Permanent crops 
Other land 

Colombo 65,324 19.6 62.5 18.0 

Gampaha 170,453 21.7 65.9 12.4 

Kalutara 222,583 19.0 62.9 18.1 

Kandy 254,263 16.7 59.3 24.0 

Matale 183,541 34.8 49.2 16.0 

Nuwara Eliya 228,145 13.0 72.8 14.2 

Galle 210,609 19.4 62.2 18.4 

Matara 207,799 21.0 63.5 15.5 

Hambantota 235,020 45.1 42.9 11.9 

Jaffna 53,741 62.1 23.0 14.9 

Mannar 41,808 67.0 28.1 4.9 

Vavunia 64,687 62.7 26.0 11.3 

Mullaitivu 63,838 60.6 23.5 15.8 

killinochchi 75,043 64.7 25.8 9.5 

Batticaloa 107,335 86.3 7.3 6.4 

Ampara 215,344 82.2 7.4 10.4 

Trincomalee 88,359 82.5 7.3 10.2 

Kurunagala 672,774 35.6 53.7 10.7 

Puttalam 255,648 25.0 59.3 15.7 

Anuradhapura 536,477 72.0 16.7 11.3 

Polonnaruwa 209,194 74.0 13.0 13.0 

Badulla 295,228 37.7 43.6 18.8 

Monaragala 320,441 51.6 39.2 9.3 

Ratnapura 372,142 14.0 67.3 18.7 

Kegalle 253,805 10.9 70.1 19.0 

Sri Lanka 5,403,600 39.8 45.9 14.3 

 
 

When we consider the all districts Mannar, Batticaloa, Monaragla and Kilinochchi districts 

represent more than 90 percent of the agricultural land is being used to produce the crops and 

or livestock. The highest value reported in Mannar district (95.1%) and the lowest in Kandy 

district (76.0%) with an island average represent about 85.7 percent. 
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2.4: Changes in Land Use in 2014 and 2002 
 

The crop land consists of arable land and land under permanent crops which accounted for 86 

percent of the total land under agricultural holdings in 2014, whereas it was 84 percent in the 

Census of Agriculture 2002.  

 
Table 2.4.1: Changes in Land Use under Crop Land - 2014, 2002 

            Extent in Acres 

Crop Land  

2013/14 2002 

Crop land as 

a percentage 

of Total land 

Extent % 

Crop land as 

a percentage 

of Total land 

Extent % 

Arable Land 13.9 2,151,034  46.4 10.0 1,592,575  41.0 

(a) Asweddumized paddy 

Land 
11.1 1,712,585  37.0 7.7 1,228,219  32.0 

(b) land Under Other 

Temporary Crops 
2.8 438,449  9.5 2.3 364,356  9.0 

Land under Permanent 

cops 
16.0 2,481,792  53.6 14.2 2,260,923  59.0 

Total 29.9 4,632,826  100.0 24.2 3,853,498  100.0 

 
 

Arable land and land under permanent crops has recorded increased during the period 2002 - 

2014. The share of arable land to total crop land recorded increase from 41.0 percent in 2002 

to about 46.4 percent in 2014. On the other hand, the share of land under permanent crops 

decreased from 59.0 percent in 2002 to about 53.6 percent in 2014. 
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Note: Including the extent of land in the holdings ¼ acres and below 

Map 1: Distribution of Agricultural Land Extent by District - 2014 
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Chapter 3 

Agricultural Holdings and Land 
 

3.1: Introduction 
 

The agricultural sector in Sri Lanka currently contributes about 7.5 percent to the Gross 

Domestic Production (GDP), more than 1/4
th
 of the total labor force is employed in the 

agricultural sector, over 75 percent of country's population live in rural sector and secure their 

livelihood from agricultural activities and 36 percent of the total land area is devoted for 

agriculture. These are some of the indicators to show that still Sri Lanka is to be 

predominantly an agricultural country. Therefore, being the most important sector in the Sri 

Lanka's economy, agriculture sector has become one of the cornerstones in the process of 

development. In this background, providing the key information related to agricultural land is 

vital to policy planners. The Census of Agriculture conducted decennial basis has become 

one of the main sources of information to achieve this objective. It was covered under the 

field work. 

 

The salient feature of the data collected in 2014, is that the "Operational Holding" which is 

the basic unit of enumeration as in the case of many Censuses undertaken during the past and 

also to comply with the guidance of the program of the World Census of Agriculture (WCA) 

2010, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). Therefore, the basic data for operational 

holdings could be compared with the earlier Censuses. However, the comparability of the 

Census data over time is limited due to variations in the application of basic concepts and 

methods of Census taking and so on. The Census of Agriculture 1946 was parcel-wise 

enumeration with an Island-wide coverage whereas the Census of Agriculture 1952 was a 

complete enumeration of holdings of 50 acres and over with obtaining data from a sample of 

holdings less than, 50 acres. The Census of Agriculture 1962 was again a complete 

enumeration of   holdings 50 acres and over and ten percent-sample enumeration of holdings 

less than 50 acres with minimum limit of one eighth (1/8 acre) of an acre for a holding. The 

Census of Agriculture 1973 was conducted on a complete enumeration basis like the Census 

of Agriculture 1982 with some-detailed information collected on a sample basis. However, 

the comparability of the 1973 Census data is very limited due to unavailability of detailed 

tabulation as a result of unexpected problems which were faced during the tabulation stage. 

The Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities, similar with Censuses of 
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Agriculture 1973, 1982 and 2002 was a complete enumeration. The concepts used in 

Censuses held in years 2002 and 2014 are similar and it provides facility to compare data in 

two Censuses. 

 

 

3.2: Agricultural Holdings and Land 
 

The agricultural land includes the extent under operation during the agricultural year as 

specified in the Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities as well as the land that 

was lying temporarily fallow or under jungle or forest, land covered by roads and buildings 

and waste land etc. as long as they formed a part of an "Agricultural Holding". It is 

basically a unit of production comprised with one or more parcels irrespective of their legal 

ownership, location, size and highland and/or wetland. However, an important criteria of a 

holding is that it should be operated under one operational status viz; on own account, for a 

private person, for an institution, in partnership. 

 
In the Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities, these holdings were classified into 

two main sectors as known Small Holding Sector and Estate Sector. The Small Holding 

Sector further sub-divided in to two categories as follows. 

 

Small Holding Sector 

 

a) Holdings of 40 perches or below in extent (40 perches = ¼ of an acre) 
 

b) Holdings above 40 perches 

 

Estate Sector 

 

All Holdings that were not included in the Small Holding Sector and they are large 

holdings of which at least one parcel of the holding is to be more than 20 acres in extent. 

 

 
In the data collection stage in the Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities, when 

an enumerator come-across an operator who was operating a holding where the extent 

equivalent to 40 perches or less and its agricultural production was mainly used for home 

consumption, then it was treated as a marginal holding. In such cases, the information was 

restricted to the listing sheet and the particular operator was not qualified for detail 

enumerations as to include the Small Holding Sector. These holdings were purely homesteads 

where the individual crops grown were limited to few trees or bushes or take care of one or 



 
 

 
 

Department of Census & Statistics 

 
Page 29 

ECONOMIC CENSUS 2013/14 – AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

two livestock. While treating the rest of the groups namely the Holdings other than the first 

group in the Small Holding Sector and Estate Sector are vital in the agricultural development 

point of view, therefore, detail information have been collected from these groups.  

 

Following tables provide the number of holdings and their extent according to size 

classification compared with the consecutive Censuses in 2002 and 2014. 

 

 

Table 3.2.1: Distribution of Agricultural Holdings by Sector in 2014 and 2002 

 

Group 

2014 2002 

Holdings Extent Holdings Extent 

Number % Acres % Number % Acres % 

Small Holding 

sector 
4,345,674  99.8  4,644,276  82.3  3,246,377  99.8  3,846,057  80.2  

(a) Less than or 
equal to 1/4 of an 

acre 

2,034,331  46.7 239,677  4.2 1,462,904  45.0 202,182  4.2 

(b) Above 1/4 of an 

acre 
2,311,343  53.1 4,404,599  78.1 1,783,473  54.8 3,643,875  76.0 

Estate Sector 7,447  0.2 999,001  17.7 6,577  0.2 950,947  19.8 

All Sectors 4,353,121  100.0  5,643,277  100.0  3,252,954  100.0  4,797,004  100.0  

 

The operational units or holdings in the Small Holding Sector which were enumerated as 45 

percent of the group (a) contributed to extent by 4.2 percent in the Census of Agriculture 

2002 has increased up to 46.7 percent of number of holdings in the Economic Census 

2013/14 – Agricultural Activities. However, in term of extent, the contribution towards 

agriculture is marginal as produce of these holdings were mainly meant for home 

consumption and not catered for the market. In the Census of Agriculture 1982, any 

distinction has not been made between two groups specified in the Small Holding Sector 

where the holding was defined as an operational unit, if it contains one or two coconut plants 

or couple of chilly plants. These types of units were not considered as Agricultural Holdings 

in the 2002 Agriculture Census and Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities. But 

treated as Marginal or economically inactive type of holdings. Therefore, detail information 

given in the main questionnaire SH2 was not collected from this group. With considering the 

definitions, all of these categories are included in the Economic Census 2013/14 – 

Agricultural Activities. The comparison of number of holdings and extent with previous 

Censuses are given in the Table 3.2.1. 
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The aggregate land extent under agriculture in Sri Lanka reported at the Economic Census 

2013/14 – Agricultural Activities, was 5,643,277 acres (2,283,803 hectares) which executed 

over to 4,353,121 holdings. The coverage of the agricultural land extent is accounted for 

nearly 36 percent of total land area of 62,705 square kilometers (6,270,500 hectares) in the 

Island. 

 

Figure 3.2.1: Agricultural Holdings and Extent by Census of Agriculture 1982, 2002 and 

2014 

 

 

 

During the period of 1982 - 2014, a considerable increase has been observed with regard to 

the number of holdings as well as extent under agriculture, but with respect to the land extent 

different pattern was noted during 2002-2014 period. A remarkable increase is visible in 

number of holdings during 1982 - 2014 in the size group less than or equal to 1/4 of an acre 

which is known as marginal holding group as stated earlier. Fragmentation of land due to the 

higher rate of urbanization has been the case attributed to this situation. Likewise, the land 

extent under agriculture shows a remarkable increase by 17.6 percent and this marginal 

change is attributed to resettle conditions related with the internal conflict prevailed on the 

ground in the districts of Northern and Eastern provinces during the period. The following 

table 3.1.2 justifies these two reasons by data. The high rate of land fragmentation has been 

taken place among all over the districts in the country but it is more prominent in terms of 

absolute numbers in the districts of the Western province namely Colombo, Gampaha and 

Kalutara. And also Kandy, Galle and Kurunegala districts have been reported similar 

condition.  
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Table 3.2.2: Distribution of Agricultural Land by Size Group in 2014 

 

District 

Small Holding Sector 

Estate Sector Total Less than or equal 

1/4 acre 
Above 1/4 acre 

No. of 

Holdings 

Extent 

Acres 

No. of 

Holdings 

Extent 

Acres 

No. of 

Holdings 

Extent 

Acres 

No. of 

Holdings 

Extent 

Acres 

Colombo 241,311  21,742  34,391  48,356  125  16,968  275,827  87,066  

Gampaha 336,914  38,343  110,889  149,658  445  20,795  448,248  208,796  

Kalutara 158,241  17,395  97,814  154,539  333  68,044  256,388  239,978  

Kandy 116,586  13,930  139,061  173,066  356  81,197  256,003  268,193  

Matale 29,839  4,167  78,180  144,307  281  39,234  108,300  187,708  

Nuwara Eliya 34,308  2,860  85,162  69,223  256  158,922  119,726  231,005  

Galle 116,279  12,808  129,101  177,095  264  33,514  245,644  223,417  

Matara 80,407  9,280  110,426  169,920  300  37,879  191,133  217,079  

Hambantota 48,578  7,901  106,035  222,831  119  12,189  154,732  242,921  

Jaffna 90,423  12,660  43,416  52,979  13  762  133,852  66,401  

Mannar 11,357  1,097  9,261  34,458  8  7,350  20,626  42,905  

Vavuniya 13,097  2,007  25,371  64,348  9  339  38,477  66,694  

Mullaitivu 6,320  1,212  22,532  61,387  42  2,451  28,894  65,050  

Killinochchi 5,542  1,190  22,282  65,303  176  9,740  28,000  76,233  

Batticaloa 95,433  9,818  34,462  103,424  57  3,911  129,952  117,153  

Ampara 88,032  8,525  69,244  208,750  33  6,594  157,309  223,869  

Trincomalee 43,457  5,098  33,395  84,456  7  3,903  76,859  93,457  

Kurunegala 117,451  18,705  290,552  566,759  1,826  106,015  409,829  691,479  

Puttalam 92,231  10,991  91,598  188,658  1,373  66,990  185,202  266,639  

Anuradhapura 41,062  6,693  182,834  528,498  70  7,979  223,966  543,170  

Polonnaruwa 26,947  4,265  79,613  197,350  62  11,844  106,622  213,459  

Badulla 60,192  6,221  128,770  197,348  223  97,880  189,185  301,449  

Monaragala 16,147  2,295  104,642  303,163  101  17,278  120,890  322,736  

Ratnapura 77,563  9,414  172,231  273,390  614  98,752  250,408  381,556  

Kegalle 86,614  11,060  110,081  165,334  354  88,471  197,049  264,865  

Sri Lanka 2,034,331  239,677  2,311,343  4,404,599  7,447  999,001  4,353,121  5,643,277  

 

 

In the year 2014, The Small Holding Sector, comprises the holdings of having extent less 

than 20 acres (8.09 hectares), contributes to 82.3 percent of total agricultural land extent or 

4,644,276 acres (1,879,513 hectares). The balance 17.7 percent or 999,001 acres (404,290 

hectares) in land extent was reported under Estate Sector, which comprises holdings of 20 

acres (8.09 hectares) or more in land extent. Small Holding Sector has expanded by 20.8 

percent and the land extent under Estate Sector increased by 5.1 percent during the period 

from 2002 to 2014. 
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Figure 3.2.2: Distribution of Land Extent by two Sectors in 2002 and 2014 

 

 
 

 

Note: 

 Out of the total Agricultural holdings in the Small Holding Sector, 46.7 percent were 

belonged to the size class known as marginal holdings in the economical point of view which 

accounted for merely 239,677 acres in extent or 5.2 percent to the total extent under Small 

Holding Sector and the average size is 19 perches or nearly 0.119 of an acre. About 36 

percent of such holdings were confined to Western province, 12 percent to Southern province 

and other 11 percent to Eastern province respectively. Considering the marginal contribution 

of this category towards the agricultural sector in terms of production and extent, this sector 

is excluded in the rest of analysis in this chapter. Therefore, the analysis focused only of the 

following two groups. 

 

 Holdings above 40 perches in the Small Holding Sector 

 Holdings in the Estate Sector  

 

 

3.3: Distribution of Agricultural Holdings and Land Extent by Sector and 

District 
 

The largest agricultural land extent was confined in Kurunegala district which accounts for 

12.5 percent to the total agricultural land extent in the Island. Five other districts namely: 

Anuradhapura (9.9 percent), Ratnapura (6.9 percent), Monaragala (5.9 percent), Badulla (5.5 

percent) and Puttalam (4.7 percent) districts have reported largest agricultural land extent 

next to Kurunegala district. These six districts contributed 45.4 percent of total agricultural 

land extent. The agricultural land extent reported in the districts of Northern and Eastern 

provinces such as Mannar (0.8 percent), Jaffna (1.0 percent), Mullaitivu (1.18 percent), 
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Vavuniya (1.2 percent), are substantially low when it is compared with other districts. When 

other provinces are considered, Colombo (1.2 percent) district contributes the lowest extent 

for total agricultural land extent of the country. 

 

Table 3.3.1: Number of Agricultural Holdings and Land Extent by Sector and District – 

2014. 

 

Province/ District 

Total Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 

No. of 

Holdings 

Extent 

(Acres) 

No. of 

Holdings 

Extent 

(Acres) 

No. of 

Holdings 

Extent 

(Acres) 

Western Province       243,997  458,360  243,094  352,553  903  105,807  

Colombo 34,516  65,324  34,391  48,356  125  16,968  

Gampaha 111,334  170,453  110,889  149,658  445  20,795  

Kalutara 98,147  222,583  97,814  154,539  333  68,044  

Central Province       303,296  665,948  302,403  386,595  893  279,353  

Kandy 139,417  254,263  139,061  173,066  356  81,197  

Matale 78,461  183,541  78,180  144,307  281  39,234  

Nuwara Eliya 85,418  228,145  85,162  69,223  256  158,922  

Southern Province       346,245  653,427  345,562  569,845  683  83,582  

Galle 129,365  210,609  129,101  177,095  264  33,514  

Matara 110,726  207,799  110,426  169,920  300  37,879  

Hambantota 106,154  235,020  106,035  222,831  119  12,189  

Northern Province       123,110  299,117  122,862  278,475  248  20,642  

Jaffna 43,429  53,741  43,416  52,979  13  762  

Mannar 9,269  41,808  9,261  34,458  8  7,350  

Vavuniya 25,380  64,687  25,371  64,348  9  339  

Mullaitivu 22,574  63,838  22,532  61,387  42  2,451  

killinochchi 22,458  75,043  22,282  65,303  176  9,740  

Eastern Province       137,198  411,038  137,101  396,630  97  14,408  

Batticaloa 34,519  107,335  34,462  103,424  57  3,911  

Ampara 69,277  215,344  69,244  208,750  33  6,594  

Trincomalee 33,402  88,359  33,395  84,456  7  3,903  

North-Western Province       385,349  928,421  382,150  755,416  3,199  173,005  

Kurunagala 292,378  672,774  290,552  566,759  1,826  106,015  

Puttalam 92,971  255,648  91,598  188,658  1,373  66,990  

North - Central Province       262,579  745,671  262,447  725,848  132  19,823  

Anuradhapura 182,904  536,477  182,834  528,498  70  7,979  

Polonnaruwa 79,675  209,194  79,613  197,350  62  11,844  

Uva Province       233,736  615,670  233,412  500,512  324  115,158  

Badulla 128,993  295,228  128,770  197,348  223  97,880  

Monaragala 104,743  320,441  104,642  303,163  101  17,278  

Sabaragamuwa Province       283,280       625,947  282,312  438,724  968  187,223  

Ratnapura 172,845  372,142  172,231  273,390  614  98,752  

Kegalle 110,435  253,805  110,081  165,334  354  88,471  

Sri Lanka    2,318,790  5,403,600  2,311,343  4,404,599  7,447  999,001  
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The level of geographic distribution of the agricultural land is revealed in the table of 3.2.1. 

The figure in the table of 3.3.1 expresses the uneven pattern in the distribution of number of 

agricultural holdings and land extent among provinces. It is clearly noted that North Western 

province has the highest contribution to the agriculture sector. When the number of holdings 

reported is compared with the extent, it can be seen that the average size of a holding is 

relatively high in Eastern Province. The average size of a holding in Western province is 

relatively smaller when compared with other provinces. 

 

The distribution of agricultural holdings and land extent among provinces has been presented 

in the figure 3.3.1. 

 
Figure 3.3.1: Number of Holdings and Land Extent under Agriculture by Province 2014 

 

 
 

 

3.4 Distribution of Holdings by Size Class - 2014 
 

The percentage distribution of the land extent under agriculture holdings by size class of 

holding is given in table no 3.4.1. It reveals that the holdings of less than 1 acre in size are 8.1 

percent of total agricultural extent when both sectors are considered together. When small 

holding sector is separately considered, 10.0 percent of total extent is covered under the 

category of less than 1 acre. With the same consideration on, it also shows about 66.2 percent 

of Small Holding agricultural land extent come under the category of less than 5 acres.  

Holdings, less than 10 acres is contained 71.3 percent to the total agricultural extent while the 

figure becomes 87.4 of the extent under Small Holding Sector. 
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Table 3.4.1: Agricultural Land by Size Class of Holdings and Sector – 2014 
 

Size class Interval in 

Acres 

Number of Holdings Extent (Acres) 

Total % to Total 

of Each 

sector 

% to Total 

of Both 

sector 

Total % to Total 

of Each 

sector 

% to Total 

of Both 

sector 

Small Holding Sector             

<1/2 369,774 16.0 15.9 99,926  2.3 1.8 

1/2 - < 1 564,050 24.4 24.3 339,501  7.7 6.3 

1 - < 2 589,523 25.5 25.4 745,738  16.9 13.8 

2 - < 3 317,079 13.7 13.7 715,519  16.2 13.2 

3 - < 4 192,996 8.3 8.3 619,841  14.1 11.5 

4 - < 5 93,436 4.0 4.0 395,148  9.0 7.3 

5 - < 7 61,947 2.7 2.7 323,259  7.3 6.0 

7 - < 10 84,402 3.7 3.6 612,625  13.9 11.3 

10 - < 20 33,404 1.4 1.4 423,397  9.6 7.8 

20 = < 4,732 0.2 0.2 129,645  2.9 2.4 

Total 2,311,343 100.0 99.7 4,404,599  100.0 81.5 

Estate Sector             

20 - < 30 2,948 39.6  0.1  82,837 8.3  1.5  

30 - < 50 1,940 26.1  0.1  91,282 9.1  1.7  

50 - < 100 1,435 19.3  0.1  115,307 11.5  2.1  

100 - < 250 460 6.2  0.0  106,248 10.6  2.0  

250 = < 664 8.9  0.0  603,327 60.4  11.2  

Total 7,447  100.0  0.3  999,001  100.0  18.5  

Both Sector 2,318,790   100.0  5,403,600    100.0  

 

According to the figure 3.4.1 Number of holdings in all class size has been increased during 

the period of 2002-2014. The effect of resettlement in Northern and Eastern provinces and 

peaceful environment and fragmentation in the country might be the cause for the 

improvement mainly.  

Figure 3.4.1: Distribution of Agricultural Land Extent by Size Class of Holding in 2002 

and 2014 (Small Holding Sector) 
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Figure 3.4.2 Lorenz curve drawn on the number of holdings by deciles, against the 

corresponding distribution of the extent of holdings shows the inequal pattern of the 

distribution. Gini coefficient, that provides a measure on the inequality of the distribution of 

land among holdings, has estimated as 0.51. This implies that the degree of inequality in 

distribution of agricultural land among Small Holdings has decreased when it is compared 

with the figure (0.63) of the year 2002. 

Figure 3.4.2: Lorenz Curve on Number of Holdings and Land Extent (Small Holding 

Sector)  

 

 

Figure 3.4.3 that is large proportion of agricultural extent is shared by a small proportion of 

holdings. About 56 percent of agricultural extent is shared by only 20 percent of holdings 

while remaining 44 percent of extent has distributed among 80 percent of holdings. The 

Lowest 20 percent was receiving only 3 percent from total Agricultural Extent of Small 

Holding Sector in 2014.  

 

 

 

 

 

0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

1

0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1

Ex
te

n
t 

Agricultural Holdings 

Analysis of data Eqality line



 
 

 
 

Department of Census & Statistics 

 
Page 37 

ECONOMIC CENSUS 2013/14 – AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

Figure 3.4.3: Share of Agricultural Land Extent by Agricultural Holding Quintiles – 

2014 

 Lowest 20% 
3% 

Middle 60% 
41% 

Highest 20% 
56% 



  



 
 

 
 

Department of Census & Statistics 

 
Page 39 

ECONOMIC CENSUS 2013/14 – AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

Chapter 4 

Characteristics of Agricultural 

Operators and their Households 
 

4.1: Introduction 
 

Sri Lanka, the then “Granary in the East” is basically an agricultural country with almost all 

favorable factors for agriculture, likewise fertile soil, sufficient water resources, climatic 

conditions, farm familiar labour resources.  Its life style has been linked with agriculture 

related activities from the early history. The information - on the human resources related to 

agriculture sector is vital for policy decisions. Therefore, the Quarterly Labor Force Survey 

(LFS) of Sri Lanka conducted by DCS estimates the work force of the country's agriculture. 

However, it does not provide whole detail information on characteristics of agricultural 

operators. Therefore, these characteristics are usually collected through the Census of 

Agriculture conducted by decennial basis. This chapter describes demographic characteristics 

of Agricultural operators, their educational background, and operational status of operator, 

agricultural holdings, household population and their family sizes also. 

 

 

4.2: Number of Agricultural Operators 
 

The first chapter explained that data collection procedure in the Economic Census 2013/14 -

Agricultural Activities, which had three components namely;  

(a). Small Holding Sector   1. Holdings of 1/4 acre or below 

2. Holdings of above 1/4 acre  

(b). Estate Sector    1. Holdings of 20 acres or above 

 

Table 4.2.1 describes the number of agricultural operators reported in year 2014 and 2002. 

According to the data given below, the total number of agricultural operators reported as 

4,302,214 in the year 2014 and the corresponding figure in the year 2002 was 3,217,822. 

Twelve years ago, more than 54.3 percent of operators had been operating agriculture 

holdings above 1/4 acre but in the Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities; it was 

found that nearly 53.7 percent of the operators were operating agriculture holdings in this 

group. 
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In other words, the operators who had operated the holdings less than 1/4 of an acre in the 

Census of Agriculture 2002 accounted for only 45.5 percent of the entire number of operators 

while these operators were responsible for operating only about 4.2 percent of the agricultural 

land. In the Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities, about 46.1 percent of 

operators were responsible for operating 4.2 percent of the agricultural land and their 

holdings are below 1/4 of an acre. This indicates although there was a little increase of 

operators operating holdings below 1/4 of an acre, between two Censuses, but there was no 

land-wise increase past twelve years. 

 

Table 4.2.1: Number of Agricultural Operators and Extent of Holdings 2014 - 2002  

 

Sector 

2014 2002 

Operators Extent Operators Extent 

No % Acres % No % Acres % 

Small Holding Sector 4,294,767  99.8  4,644,276  82.30  3,211,245  99.8  3,846,057  80.2  

    1/4 Acre and below 1,983,401  46.1  239,677  4.2  1,462,904  45.5  202,182  4.2  

    Above 1/4 Acre 2,311,366  53.7  4,404,599  78.1  1,748,341  54.3  3,643,875  76.0  

Estate Sector 7,447  0.2  999,001  17.7  6,577  0.2  950,947  19.8  

Sri Lanka 4,302,214  100.0  5,643,277  100.0  3,217,822  100.0  4,797,004  100.0  

 

 

The land operators below 1/4 of an acre cannot be qualified or defined as agricultural 

operators as their marginal land is basically restricted to homesteads where the crops grown 

in the small piece of land are limited to one or two coconut palms or any other crop with few 

bushes/plants/creepers. 

Important: Therefore, from here and onwards in this chapter the classifications and data 

are restricted for the operators who are operating agriculture land 1/4 of an acre (0.10 

hectare) and above. 

 

4.3: Agricultural Operators Classified by Sex 
 

The simple meaning of an "Agricultural Operator" is the person who is taking day to day 

decision on his/her entire operation of agriculture land or "Agriculture Holding" defined in 

the Census of Agriculture. Although, a large number of females are engaged in the 

agriculture sector performing different activities, still operators or decision makers found to 

be dominated by males in the Small Holding Sector as well as in the Estate Sector. According 

to the data given in the table 4.3.1, more than three fourth of agricultural operators were 

males. 
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Table 4.3.1: Number of Agricultural Operators by Sector and Sex - 2014 
 

Sector Total Male % Female % 

Small Holding Sector 2,311,366 1,879,633 81.3 431,733 18.7 

Estate Sector 7,447 6892 92.5 555 7.5 

Sri Lanka 2,318,813 1,886,525 81.4 432,288 18.6 
 

*Only above ¼ acre  

 

There were 431,733 female agriculture operators in the Small Holding Sector and its share is 

18.7 percent of the total number of operators while the Estate Sector, female contribution as 

an operator is 555 and its share is 7.5 percent. However, it was noticed that number of female 

agricultural operators in Small Holding Sector has increased by 51.2 percent during the 

period of last 12 years while male agriculture operators have increased by 27.9 percent 

(Figure 4.3.1). 

 

There could be instances for the under estimation of females as agricultural operators since in 

Sri Lankan patriarchal society attributed to reluctance to identify them as female agricultural 

operators similar to head of the household. But in the Census definitions and training 

manuals, there was no any preferences given for males to be identified as agricultural 

operators. 

 

Figure 4.3.1: Comparison of Agricultural Operators by Sex - 2014 and 2002 
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4.4: Agricultural Operators by Age 
 

According to the current demographic pattern in the country, aging of the population is one of 

the salient factors. This can be severely affected on agriculture sector, since agriculture 

activities needed more human labor when the level of farm mechanization is lower. Figure 

4.4.1 shows the age distribution of agricultural operators and it indicates the aging pattern 

between the two Censuses conducted in 2014 and 2002. 

 

Figure 4.4.1: Age Distribution of Agricultural Operators - 2014 and 2002 

 

 
 
 
 

Figure 4.4.2: Age Distribution of Agricultural Operators (Small Holding Sector) – 2014 
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Summary measures related with age were calculated to analyze the aging pattern of 

agricultural operators and they are depicted in the table 4.4.1. The mean age of an agriculture 

operator has increased by three and half years during past 12 years period from 2002 - 2014. 

The Median age and mode age also have increased and the related measures could be seen in 

the following table. 

 
Figure 4.4.3: Age Distribution of Agricultural Operators – 2014 

 

 
 

 

 

Table 4.4.1: Summary Measures of Agricultural Operators' Age - 2014 and 2002 
 

Age of an Agricultural Operator (years) 2014 2002 

Mean Age 52 48.5 

Median Age 52 48.5 

Mode of Age 60 46.5 

 

Table 4.4.2 provides detail information of age of agricultural operators by sector. Nearly 81 

percent of the agricultural operators in the Small Holding Sector belong to age between   25 - 

64 years. However, 90 percent of agricultural operators in the Estate Sector are over 35 years 

of age. The reason for this could be majority of the estate sector agricultural operators is 

functioning as Estate Superintendents. 
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Table 4.4.2: Age Distribution of Agricultural Operators – 2014 

Age Group Total 
Small holding Sector Estate Sector 

No % No % 

Less than 20 years 1,671 1,669 0.1 2 0 

20-24 18,424 18,363 0.8 61 0.8 

25-34 225,893 225,223 9.7 670 9 

35-44 489,252 487,703 21.1 1,549 20.8 

45-54 612,166 610,141 26.4 2,025 27.2 

55-64 542,904 540,927 23.4 1,977 26.5 

65 and above 428,503 427,340 18.5 1,163 15.6 

Total 2,318,813 2,311,366 100 7,447 100 

 

4.5: Agricultural Operators by Educational Attainment 
 

Census data revealed that Small Holding Sector 3.2 percent of the total agricultural operators 

or 46,019 male operators and 27,301 female operators had no school education at all. Table 

4.5.1 shows, agricultural operator's educational qualification in both sectors. The data reveals 

that, the operators in the Estate Sector are more educated compared to the operators in the 

Small Holding Sector. 

 

Table 4.5.1: Agricultural Operators by Educational Qualification and Sector – 2014 

 

Education Qualification 
Small Holding Sector Estate Sector Total 

No % No % No % 

No Schooling 73,320  3.2 45  0.6 73,365  3.2 

Passed Grade 5 or Below 537,028  23.2 418  5.6 537,446  23.2 

Passed Grade 6- 10 884,976  38.3 1,197  16.1 886,173  38.2 

Passed G.C.E. O/L or equivalent 497,409  21.5 1,708  22.9 499,117  21.5 

Passed G.C.E. A/L or equivalent 255,667  11.1 2,809  37.7 258,476  11.1 

Passed Degree or Above 62,966  2.7 1,270  17.1 64,236  2.8 

Total 2,311,366  100.0 7,447  100.0 2,318,813  100.0 

 
Figure 4.5.1: Total Agricultural Operators by Educational Qualification – 2014 
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4.6: Agricultural Operators by Type of Ownership of Holdings 
 

This topic is exclusively related to the agricultural operators associated with Small Holding 

Sector only. Operational holding in the Census has been defined as the land he/she is 

operating irrespective of operational status. Therefore, an operator can operate land and or 

livestock and/or aquaculture by undertaking it on his/her on own account, in partnership, for 

an Institution and for a private person. The Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural 

activities, reveals that there were about 98 percent of agricultural operators operating their 

holdings on own account basis and other status are negligible.  However, data (Table 4.6.1) 

revealed that majority of operators have operating holdings on own account.  

 

Table 4.6.1: Number and Extent of Operational Holdings by Status of Operator – 2014 

  

Type of Ownership 
Operators Extent 

No % Acres % 

On Own Account           2,260,490  97.8          4,275,664  97.1 

For an Institution               12,987  0.6              31,010  0.7 

For a Private Person               20,612  0.9              58,907  1.3 

In Partnership               17,277  0.7              39,018  0.9 

Total           2,311,366  100.0             4,404,599  100.0 

 

 
Figure 4.6.1: Number and Extent of Operational Holdings by Status of Operator – 2014 
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4.7: Characteristics of Agricultural Operator’s Households 
 

The variables related to demographic characteristics of agricultural operators' household like 

number of family members, their age distribution and sex were collected in the Economic 

Census 2013/14 enumeration of Agricultural activities. According to that the total population 

of agricultural households was reported to be 9,133,268 while the corresponding population 

reported at the Census of Agriculture 2002 was 7,397,880. So the average family size of 

agricultural households was 4.2 in 2002 while the average family size is 4.0 in the year 2014 

which is slightly lower compared to 2002. The decline of family size as well as aging of 

agricultural operators could create a shortage of labor pertaining to agriculture sector in the 

country, if the pattern of labor intensiveness continues. 

 

Table 4.7.1: Comparison of Agricultural Households and their Population by District - 

2002 and 2014 

 

District 

2014 2002 

No. of 

Agricultural 

Households 

Total 

Population of 

Agricultural 

Households 

Average  

Family 

Size 

No. of 

Agricultural 

Households 

Total 

Population of 

Agricultural 

Households 

Average  

Family 

Size 

Colombo 32,718  132,095  4.0 27,019  114,173  4.2 

Gampaha 103,672  419,604  4.0 87,383  368,083  4.2 

Kalutara 100,308  405,189  4.0 75,537  323,261  4.3 

Kandy 133,395  573,295  4.3 103,516  463,062  4.5 

Matale 72,591  296,029  4.1 63,568  264,947  4.2 

Nuwara Eliya 84,404  378,146  4.5 45,831  198,522  4.3 

Galle 127,750  513,316  4.0 103,292  447,922  4.3 

Matara 108,206  450,818  4.2 89,744  404,113  4.5 

Hambantota 104,352  425,858  4.1 86,148  379,174  4.4 

Jaffna 43,466  174,283  4.0 25,048  106,183  4.2 

Mannar 8,930  37,088  4.2 13,396  60,405  4.5 

Vavunia 22,429  86,115  3.8 5,121  22,341  4.4 

Mullaitivu 21,793  77,070  3.5 12,748  55,316  4.3 

Kilinochchi 22,004  85,279  3.9 11,664  52,283  4.5 

Batticaloa 34,895  138,703  4.0 20,628  92,189  4.5 

Ampara 66,381  271,739  4.1 54,440  238,016  4.4 

Trincomalee 32,340  126,312  3.9 18,667  80,663  4.3 

Kurunagala 288,816  1,135,141  3.9 245,571  981,828  4.0 

Puttalam 90,119  351,533  3.9 66,965  267,755  4.0 

Anuradhapura 179,809  713,919  4.0 147,704  595,032  4.0 

Polonnaruwa 78,136  313,835  4.0 57,672  237,660  4.1 

Badulla 126,396  517,298  4.1 89,205  384,905  4.3 

Monaragala 100,274  398,068  4.0 80,230  346,719  4.3 

Ratnapura 171,303  684,248  4.0 132,007  562,229  4.3 

Kegalle 104,498  428,284  4.1 82,319  351,099  4.3 

Sri Lanka      2,258,985           9,133,268  4.0    1,745,423           7,397,880  4.2 
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Considering the No. of agricultural households in 2014 was reported to be 2,258,985 while 

the corresponding households reported at the Census of Agricultural activities 2002 was 

1,745,423. Although, there is an increase by 29.4 percent of agricultural households in the 

year 2014 compared to 2002, a slight drop could be seen in the household size. The 

contribution from family members towards agricultural activities is a vital factor to cut down 

the labor component of cost of production in the Small Holdings sector.  

 

Following table gives the distribution of households according to the size of household and 

operated area. 

 

Table 4.7.2: Agricultural Households by Household Size and by Operated Extent – 2014 

 

Household Size 
 Households Total Operated Extent  

No % Acres % 

1 Members                    104,786            4.6                       179,215              4.1  

2 Members                    283,881         12.6                       532,054            12.1  

3 Members                    433,221         19.2                       799,022            18.1  

4 Members                    654,500         29.0                   1,246,939            28.3  

5 Members                    450,205         19.9                       928,743            21.1  

6 Members                    203,106            9.0                       435,793              9.9  

7 Members                      70,853            3.1                       155,233              3.5  

8 Members                      27,160            1.2                         58,888              1.3  

9 Members                      11,486            0.5                         25,434              0.6  

More than 9 Members                      19,788            0.9                         43,279              1.0  

Total                2,258,985       100.0                   4,404,599          100.0  

 
The households constitute with one person is 4.6 percent to the total number of house-holds 

and the area operated by them is 4.1 percent of the total agricultural extent of Small Holding 

Sector. About 94.3 percent of the agricultural households comprised of 6 persons or less than 

6 persons and they are operating 93.6 percent of the extent under Small Holding Sector. 
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Figure 4.7.1: Agricultural Households by Household Size and Operated Extent - 2014 

 

 

 

4.8: Population of Agricultural Households by Sex and Age 

 
Male biased sex ratio in agricultural household's population could be seen in many Asian 

countries especially in China and India. When it considers the heavy man power requirement 

related to agriculture work, in many cases agricultural households preferred to have more 

males than females. However, it was found that the overall sex ratio of Sri Lankan 

agricultural households was closer to 98, and when analyzing the working age population (15 

years and above) in agriculture households, there is a slightly female biased (accept 15-49 

Years) sex ratio. Table 4.8.1 gives sex ratio of agricultural households by age distribution. 

 
Table 4.8.1: Population of Agricultural Households by sex and Age - 2014 

 

Age Group Male Female Sex Ratio 

Less than 15 years         1,069,917           1,046,454  102.2 

15-49 Years         2,269,447           2,251,433  100.8 

50-64 Years             847,024              911,555  92.9 

65 Years and Above             332,764              404,674  82.2 

Total         4,519,152           4,614,116  97.9 
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4.9: Agricultural Households by Size of Holdings 

In the Economic Census 2013/14 - Enumeration of Agricultural activities, about 1,491,374 

agricultural households or 66 percent of total agricultural households found to be operating 

land holdings less than 2 acres in extent and they were operating nearly 65 percent of the 

agricultural land in the Small Holding Sector and details are given in the following table. 

 

 

Table 4.9.1: Agricultural Households by Size of Holdings 

 

Size of Holdings 
Households Total Population  

No. % No. % 

Operating Less than 2 Acres 1,491,374 66.0 5,961,522 65.3 

Operating  2 Acres and Less than 5 Acres 589,327 26.1 2,416,177 26.5 

Operating  5 Acres and Less than 10 Acres 142,018 6.3 601,307 6.6 

Operating 10 Acres and above 36,266 1.6 154,263 1.7 

Total 2,258,985 100.0 9,133,268 100.0 

 
 
 

4.10: Work Done by Agricultural Operators Household 

 
About 54 percent of the agricultural holdings reported that the entire work performed by 

household members themselves and they operate about 43 percent of the extent under 

agriculture in the Small Holding Sector. This means that they do not seek labor assistance 

from outside sources. However, nearly 46 percent of the holding have reported that they had 

to receive assistance from outside sources other than from family members to perform 

agricultural activities and its range varies from less than or over 50 percent of their needs.  

 

 

Table 4.10.1: Work Done by Agricultural Households by Volume of Works 

 

Volume of Work Done by Household  Members 
 Holdings   Extent  

No  %  Acres % 

Entire work done by Household Members 1,239,580  53.6  1,909,473  43.4 

50% of work or More done by Household Members 678,501  29.4  1,576,203  35.8 

Less than 50% of work done by Household Members 393,262  17.0  918,923  20.9 

Total 2,311,343  100.0  4,404,599  100.0 
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District-wise situation related to this topic is given in the annexed tables. The rate of 

assistance needed to carry out agricultural work from outside sources other than their own 

family members are higher in the districts of dry zone especially within the districts of 

Eastern, Northern and also in North - Central provinces. In this context, highest rate 63.8 

percent reported in Tricomalee district followed by 61.3 percent in Jaffna and Ampara 

districts. The percentage reported in Polonnaruwa district is 60.9 while 55.9 percent for 

Batticaloa district. Galle (55.8%), Hambantota (55.2%), Mannar (55.0%) and Anuradhapura 

(53.9%) reported more than 50 percent of agricultural works carry out by outside sources 

other than their own family members. The reason leads to this situation may probably be the 

average size of the operational holding (land extent) in these districts is comparatively higher 

than that of other districts in the Island. 

 

Figure 4.10.1: Work Done by Agricultural Households by Volume of Works 

 

 
 
4.11: Agricultural Households by Source of Income 

 
The majority or 56.33 percent of the total agricultural households reported that their highest 

share of income derives from non-agricultural activities and 43.67 percent from agricultural 

activities. 
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Table 4.11.1: Agricultural Households by Source of Income 

 

Source of Highest Share of  Income 
Agricultural Households 

No % 

Agricultural Activities 986,546  43.67 

Non Agricultural Activities 1,272,439  56.33 

Total 2,258,985  100.00 

 

 

 

Figure 4.11.1: Source of Highest Share of Income – 2014 
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Holding Sector. The balance 33 percent was carried out agricultural activities on for their 

own consumption. However, considering the no. of households engaged in the agricultural 

production by the main purpose of production, the contribution from household engaged 

agricultural activities on for their own consumption was took same (33%) percentage of total 

agricultural households in the Small Holding Sector. In other words, about 67 percent or 

1,504,573 of the agricultural households in the Small Holding Sector is engaged in agricultural 

activities marketing purpose.  

 

 
Table 4.12.1: Number of Agricultural Holdings and Number of Operators that Engaged 

in Agriculture by Main Purpose of Production – 2014 

 

Main Purpose of Production 
Households Operators 

No. % No % 

For Home Consumption 754,412  33.4  771,677  33.4  

For Sale 1,504,573  66.6  1,539,689  66.6  

Total 2,258,985  100.0  2,311,366  100.0  

 

 

 
Figure 4.12.1: Number of Agricultural Holdings and Number of Operators that 

Engaged in Agriculture by Main Purpose of Production – 2014 
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Chapter 5 

Tea Cultivation 
 

5.1: Introduction 

 

Tea cultivation was introduced in 1867 under the British rule by James Taylor, a planter from 

Britain, starting the first plantation in Loolkandura Estate with an extent of 19 acres in Kandy 

district. With the deterioration of Coffee due to the leaf disease and drop of prices, Tea has 

become the profitable substitute for the Coffee plantation. Tea crop plays an eminent role in 

the economy of Sri Lanka in the aspects of extent, employment and foreign exchange 

earnings. The bulk of the Tea production in the country is being exported and in the year 

2014 the export earnings from Tea amounted to Rs. 212,591 Million. The estimated national 

Tea production for the year 2014 was 338 million kilograms and out of that the amount 

exported was 327 million kilograms. This volume of export is equivalent to about 97 percent 

of the total production. 

 

 

5 .2: Extent under Tea 

 

Table 5.2.1: Extent under Tea Reported at the Census of Agriculture 1952 – 2014 
 

Census Year 1952 1973 1982 2002 2014 

Extent in Acres 

Extent under Tea 

 

567,288 

 

577,947 

 

511,854 

 

525,622 

 

646,930 

Extent in Hectares 

Extent under Tea 

 

229,578 

 

233,892 

 

207,144 

 

212,716 

 

261,808 

 

 

According to available information, the Tea plantation which started in late 1860s covered an 

extent of about 200,000 acres in 1890. This acreage rose to 300,000 acres in 1895 and to 

about 400,000 acres in 1900. Since 1950s the increase in the extent was not so rapid. 
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Figure 5.2.1: Tea Extent Reported at the Census of Agriculture 1952 – 2014  

 

 
 

 

 

Table 5.2.2: Tea Extent by Sectors 2014-2002. 

 

Census Year 
Total Extent Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 

Acres % Acres % Acres % 

2014 646,930 100.0 309,792 47.9 337,138 52.1 

2002  525,622  100.0  231,684  44.1  293,938  55.9 

 

The composition of the extent between Small Holding Sector and Estate Sector has 

undergone a significant change within the period between 2002 and 2014. The proportion of 

the extent between Small Holding and Estate Sector in the Census of Agriculture 2002 was 

44 and 56 while in Economic census 2013/14 - Agricultural activities, as 48 and 52. As a 

result of this change in the composition it was seen comparatively a higher contribution to the 

production from Small holders in the recent past. 
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Table 5.2.3: Extent of Tea by District - 2014 and 2002. 
 

District 
Tea Extent in Acres Tea Extent in Hectares 

2014 2002 2014 2002 

Colombo 1,291 380 523 154 

Gampaha 522 30 211 12 

Kalutara 32,209 17,717 13,035 7,170 

Kandy 81,457 55,842 32,965 22,599 

Matale 13,905 12,676 5,627 5,130 

Nuwara Eliya 136,754 124,208 55,344 50,266 

Galle 71,273 63,380 28,844 25,629 

Matara 64,725 58,573 26,194 23,704 

Hambantota 1,685 1,088 682 440 

Kurunagala 578 101 234 41 

Badulla 96,213 75,709 38,937 30,639 

Monaragala 1,947 2,279 788 922 

Ratnapura 113,874 94,767 46,084 38,352 

Kegalle 30,496 18,922 12,341 7,658 

Sri Lanka 646,930         525,622  261,808 212,716  

 

During the 12 years‟ period between 2002 and 2014, the aggregate extent under Tea has 

increased by 23.08 percent. However, low grown tea extent in the districts of western 

southern belt predominantly among Small Holding Sector namely, Kalutara, Gampaha, 

Colombo, Kurunagala, and Hambantota and Kegalle district among high grown tea extent 

show a rapid expansion during this period. While in the districts of Kandy, Matale, Nuwara 

Eliya and Badulla dominated by Estate Sector, areas in the hill country shows a moderate 

increase in the acreage. 

 

Figure 5.2.2: Extent under Tea Reported at the 2014 and 2002 by District 
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5.3: Distribution of Tea Extent by District 

 

Out of twenty-five administrative districts in the country, Tea is cultivated in fourteen 

districts. Districts of Nuwara Eliya, Ratnapura, Badulla, Kandy, Galle, and Matara are the 

major Tea growing districts and these six districts together accounted for about 87 percent of 

the total extent under Tea in the country. If the Estate Sector is considered separately Nuwara 

Eliya, Badulla, Kandy and Ratnapura districts are accounted for about 86 percent of the total 

Extent reported under Tea. When the Small Holding Sector is considered, Ratnapura, Galle, 

Matara and Kalutara are the leading districts in that order, accounting for about 74 percent of 

the total extent reported under Tea in that sector. Following Table 5.3.1 gives the distribution 

of total Tea extent by both sectors and districts as per Economic census 2013/14 - 

Agricultural activities. 

 

Table 5.3.1: Extent under Tea and Number of Holdings by Districts – 2014 

 

Districts 

No of 

Holdings 

Reporting 

Tea 

Total Agricultural 

Extent (Acres)* 
Extent under 

Tea (Acres) 
Extent under Tea 

as a % Total 

Agricultural 

Extent 

    Colombo 2,044 65,324 1,753 2.7 

    Gampaha 383 170,453 794 0.5 

    Kalutara 46,324 222,583 32,159 14.4 

    Kandy 27,295 254,263 81,058 31.9 

    Matale 1,707 183,541 13,773 7.5 

    Nuwara Eliya 15,403 228,145 136,643 59.9 

    Galle 78,456 210,609 71,531 34.0 

    Matara 60,207 207,799 64,905 31.2 

    Hambantota 2,857 235,020 1,714 0.7 

    Kurunegala 262 672,774 598 0.1 

    Badulla 27,648 295,228 96,046 32.5 

    Monaragala 557 320,441 1,882 0.6 

    Ratnapura 104,316 372,142 113,849 30.6 

    Kegalle 35,275 253,805 30,225 11.9 

Sri Lanka 402,734 3,692,127 646,930 17.5 
 

*excluding the extent of land in the holding ¼ acres and below. 

 

When the share of Tea extent to the total extent under agriculture is considered at district 

level, Nuwara Eliya district ranks first in order as it reports that nearly 60 percent of extent 

devoted for agriculture is covered with Tea crop. Galle, Badulla, Kandy, Matara and 

Ratnapura districts are line up next in order where above 30% of the agricultural extent is 

planted with Tea. 
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5.4: Number and Extent of Tea Holdings 2014, 2002 

 

Number of holdings and extent of Tea by sectors according to the Economic census 2013/14 - 

Agricultural activities, compared with Census of Agriculture 2002 are given in table numbers 

5.4.1 and 5.4.2. Number of tea holdings in the Small Holding Sector has been increased 

remarkably during the decade while in the extent significant increase could be seen. New 

planting as well as diversification of cropping especially from Rubber to Tea due to lower 

prices received in the Rubber sector and lacking of labor for tapping of Rubber are the 

reasons for this sector-wise change. 

 

Table 5.4.1: Number of Tea Holdings by Sectors in 2014 Compared with 2002 
            

Districts 

Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 

Number Increase in 

2014 over 

2002 

Number Increase in 

2014 over 

2002 2014 2002 2014 2002 

    Colombo 2,044 366 1,678 19 7 12 

    Gampaha 383 38 345 3 - 3 

    Kalutara 46,324 22,967 23,357 138 78 60 

    Kandy 27,295 18,432 8,863 262 235 27 

    Matale 1,707 747 960 66 87 -21 

    Nuwara Eliya 15,403 11,936 3,467 236 195 41 

    Galle 78,456 58,314 20,142 167 235 -68 

    Matara 60,207 45,863 14,344 190 289 -99 

    Hambantota 2,857 1,619 1,238 2 - 2 

    Kurunegala 262 95 167 2 1 1 

    Badulla 27,648 17,553 10,095 139 161 -22 

    Monaragala 557 247 310 4 7 -3 

    Ratnapura 104,316 70,752 33,564 411 331 80 

    Kegalle 35,275 14,089 21,186 162 114 48 

Sri Lanka 402,734 263,018 139,716 1,801 1,740 61 

 

 

Estate Sector or holdings above 20 acres are concentrated in traditional Tea growing districts 

like Nuwara Eliya, Badulla, Kandy whereas Tea in Small Holding Sector prominent in 

Ratnapura, Galle and Matara districts. The drop of extent in the Estate Sector or large 

holdings is very substantial as a result of fragmentation of Tea estates and unproductive tea 

land had been diverted to alternative uses.  

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Department of Census & Statistics 

 
Page 58 

ECONOMIC CENSUS 2013/14 – AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

Table 5.4.2: Extent under Tea by Sectors in 2014 Compared with 2002 
Extent in acres 

Districts 

Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 

Extent Increase in 

2014 over 

2002 

Extent Increase in 

2014 over 

2002 2014 2002 2014 2002 

Colombo 1,424 231 1,193 329 149 180 

Gampaha 562 30 532 232 - 232 

Kalutara 28,915 15,114 13,801 3,244 2,603 641 

Kandy 22,653 18,801 3,852 58,405 37,041 21,364 

Matale 1,722 880 842 12,051 11,796 255 

Nuwara Eliya 10,969 9,994 975 125,674 114,214 11,460 

Galle 64,654 54,514 10,140 6,877 8,816 -1,939 

Matara 51,037 42,813 8,224 13,868 15,760 -1,892 

Hambantota 1,664 1,088 576 50 - 50 

Kurunegala 415 77 338 183 24 159 

Badulla 19,212 13,876 5,336 76,834 61,833 15,001 

Monaragala 344 174 170 1,538 2,105 -567 

Ratnapura 84,499 62,846 21,653 29,350 31,921 -2,571 

Kegalle 21,722 11,246 10,476 8,503 7,676 827 

Sri Lanka 309,792 231,684 78,108 337,138 293,938 43,200 

 

At national level, the Tea extent in the Small Holding Sector from 2002 to 2014 has increased 

by 78,108 acres (31,610 hectares) or 33.7 percent. The increase reported of the Estate Sector 

in the extent during this period was 43,200 acres (17,483 hectares) or 14.7 percent. The 

positive impact on Small Holding Sector and Estate Sector contributed to the extent had taken 

place during last decade have resulted to an increase the aggregate extent of tea by 23.08 

percent. 

 

 

5.5: Extent under Tea by Status of Cultivation and by Propagation 

 

The Extent under Tea classified according to status of cultivation by districts and both sectors 

are given in the following Table No. 5.5.1. It has been reported that about 427,527 acres 

(173,017 hectares) or about 82 percent of the total extent under Tea was cultivated either by 

vegetative propagated or seedling   at the time of the Census. At the same time another 7 

percent (45,160 acres) of the total extent was reported as abandoned while nearly 1 percent 

(1,567) of the total extent was reported under nurseries. The rest of the extent of 69,412 acres 

was under land prepared for the cultivation.  

 

The detail information about the total extent under Tea by Status of Cultivation by sector and 

by district is given in the annex. 
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Table 5.5.1: Extent under Tea by Status of Cultivation 
             Extent in acres 

District 

Both Sectors 

Total 

Extent of 

Tea 

VP Seedling Abandoned 

Extent 

Land 

Prepared 

for the 

Cultivation 

Nursery 

    Colombo 1,753 1,568 74 36 53 22 

    Gampaha 794 544 41 117 26 66 

    Kalutara 32,159 29,734 426 311 1,588 100 

    Kandy 81,058 37,609 15,054 10,787 17,429 179 

    Matale 13,773 5,708 3,060 1,273 3,697 35 

    Nuwara Eliya 136,643 78,132 38,411 10,142 8,711 1,246 

    Galle 71,531 65,135 440 2,431 3,338 187 

    Matara 64,905 55,106 2,442 1,825 4,943 589 

    Hambantota 1,714 1,492 125 13 72 11 

    Kurunegala 598 294 69 141 64 30 

    Badulla 96,046 30,853 32,964 12,367 18,951 911 

    Monaragala 1,882 551 478 453 390 10 

    Ratnapura 113,849 94,230 6,428 4,321 8,491 380 

    Kegalle 30,225 26,571 948 943 1,658 105 

Sri Lanka 646,930 427,527 100,958 45,160 69,412 3,873 

 

The seedling type Tea plantation is not taken place at present as it is discouraged by the 

current policies. However, mature extent under seedlings contributes to higher shares in the 

districts of Nuwara Eliya, Kandy and Badulla where still substantial production would be 

derived from old plantation. The share of VP tea (Vegetatively Propagated) is more 

prominent in the districts where the Tea has been planted extensively among Small Holding 

Sector during last few decades like Galle, Matara, Kalutara and Ratnapura.  

 

Distribution of Tea extent by type of propagation in the Estate Sector and Small Holding 

Sector are given in Table 5.4.2. This table shows that out of the total extent of Tea 337,138 

acres (136,438 Hectares) found in the Estate sector. It is observed that still a higher 

percentage of Tea plantations in the Estate Sector are synonymous-with seedling oriented.  
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Table 5.5.2: Tea Extent by Type of Tea Propagation and by Sector – 2014 

 

Status of Cultivation Total 

Extent 

(acres) 

Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 

Extent 

(acres) 

% Extent 

(acres) 

% 

Vegetatively Propagated 427,527 281,911 91.00  145,616  43.19 

Seedling 100,958 13,947 4.50  87,011  25.81 

Nurseries 3,873 907 0.29  2,966  0.88 

Abandoned Extent 45,160 5,166 1.67  39,994  11.86 

Being Prepared for cultivation 69,412 7,861 2.54  61,551  18.26 

Total 646,930 309,792 100.00 337,138 100.00 

 

The increasing share of VP tea extent over the years would have been one of the reasons for 

the increasing trend which observed continuously of the production reported from Small 

Holding Sector. 

 

 

Figure 5.5.1: Extent under Tea by Status of Cultivation by Sector –2014 

 

 

           Small Holding sector                                  Estate Sector 

 

 

 

According to the figure 5.5.1, it is important to note that the share of VP tea (Vegetative 

Propagated) is more prominent in the Small Holding Sector than in the estate sector as 

existing of seedling cultivation in old plantation in the estate sector.  
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Map 2: Distribution of Tea Extent by District - 2014 
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Chapter 6 

Rubber Cultivation 
 

6.1: Introduction 
 

The history of natural Rubber has started in 1496 when Christopher Columbus returned his 

second voyage after carrying Rubber Balls from West Indies. As such the home of Rubber 

tree is believed to be Amazon Forest in South America. One of the landmarks to expand this 

industry was the discovery of vulcanization innovated by Charles Goodyear. From that time, 

the natural Rubber has expanded to Far East due to Sir Henry Wickham who has brought 

Seeds from Brazil and shipped to Sri Lanka at the time the country known as "Ceylon" and to 

Singapore after germinated and seedlings. Natural Rubber is a vital agricultural commodity 

used in manufacturing of wide range of products which are in very good demand for the 

automobile industry like tyres and tubes, engineering components, latex products, toys and 

balloons, and miscellaneous products needed to modern life. 

 

Natural Rubber Cultivation and related industry in Sri Lanka plays an important role in the 

agricultural economy. Although at the inception the cultivation was expanded and 

synthesized with large holdings, currently a substantial share of the cultivation seems to be in 

the hands of small holders. 

 
 

6.2: Rubber Extent 
 

The table below shows the extent under Rubber reported at the Censuses of Agriculture from 

1962 - Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities. A declining trend in the extent 

under Rubber is observed during this period and the drop of the extent is about 78 percent 

during the period from 1962 to 2014. The decline in the extent from 1962 to 1982 is 25 

percent while from 1982 to 2014 is more prominent as 34 percent. The drop during this 

period has attributed to factors such as the low prices received for natural Rubber, crop 

diversification, land fragmentation, high rate of urbanization, Conversion of Rubber land to 

alternative uses as Tea, Cinnamon and Coconut etc. 
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Table 6.2.1: Extent under Rubber by Census Years 2002, 2014 
 

Census Year Total Extent (Acers) Total Extent (Hectares) 

1962 566,639 229,316 

1973 508,678 205,859 

1982 422,917 171,152 

2002 287,814 116,477 

2014 277,104 112,142 

 

 

 

Figure 6.2.1 Total Extent under Rubber by Census Year 1962- 2014 

 

 
 

 

 

6. 3: Distribution of Rubber Extent by Sector and District  
 

In Sri Lanka, Rubber cultivation is limited to 19 districts out of 25 administrative districts due 

to the ecological reasons. However, three districts namely; Kegalle, Kalutara and Ratnapura 

recorded highest extent in order and they together claim for about 71 percent of the total 

Rubber extent in the Island. The other five districts in order are appeared to be Colombo, 

Galle, Matara, Gampaha and Kurunegala which contributed to another 18 percent of the 

extent. So, these 8 districts out of 19 Rubber growing districts collectively contributed to 90 

percent of the total extent under Rubber. 
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Table 6.3.1: Number of Holdings and Extent under Rubber Cultivation by District – 

2014 

District 

Total Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 

Holdings Extent Holdings Extent Holdings Extent 

No.  % Acres % No. % Acres % No. % Acres % 

Colombo 4,026  4.9 15,980  5.8 3,923  4.87 6,026  4.57 103 5.9 9,954  6.4 

Gampaha 3,638  4.4 8,128  2.9 3,583  4.45 6,597  5.25 55 3.2 1,531  1.0 

Kalutara 20,636  25.1 59,786  21.6 20,334  25.24 27,142  22.21 302 17.3 32,644  21.1 

Kandy 2,062  2.5 4,062  1.5 2,033  2.52 2,920  2.37 29 1.7 1,142  0.7 

Matale 549  0.7 2,940  1.1 508  0.63 546  0.49 41 2.4 2,394  1.5 

Nuwara Eliya 28  0.0 67  0.0 25  0.03 27  0.03 3 0.2 40  0.0 

Galle 2,837  3.4 10,763  3.9 2,684  3.33 3,678  2.88 153 8.8 7,085  4.6 

Matara 2,387  2.9 7,663  2.8 2,269  2.82 3,669  3.08 118 6.8 3,994  2.6 

Hambantota 399  0.5 518  0.2 396  0.49 487  0.38 3 0.2 31  0.0 

Vavuniya 41  0.0 51  0.0 39  0.05 29  0.02 2 0.1 22  0.0 

Ampara 335  0.4 720  0.3 335  0.42 720  0.63 - 0.0 -    0.0 

Kurunegala 1,338  1.6 8,015  2.9 1,284  1.59 2,095  1.84 54 3.1 5,920  3.8 

Puttalam 19  0.0 43  0.0 18  0.02 38  0.03 1 0.1 5  0.0 

Anuradhapura 38  0.0 151  0.1 36  0.04 51  0.00 2 0.1 100  0.1 

Polonnaruwa 17  0.0 77  0.0 16  0.02 47  0.00 1 0.1 30  0.0 

Badulla 479  0.6 3,957  1.4 426  0.53 614  0.49 53 3.0 3,343  2.2 

Monaragala 7,108  8.6 14,520  5.2 7,075  8.78 12,480  10.25 33 1.9 2,040  1.3 

Ratnapura 13,098  15.9 54,526  19.7 12,663  15.72 20,145  16.57 435 25.0 34,381  22.2 

Kegalle 23,262  28.3 85,137  30.7 22,908  28.44 35,218  28.90 354 20.3 49,919  32.3 

Total 82,297  100.0 277,104  100.0 80,555  100.0 122,529  100.0 1,742  100.0 154,575  100.0 

       

 

When sector-wise distribution is considered, about 44 percent or 122,529 acres (49,587 

hectares) out of the total extent under Rubber is cultivated by small holders and it is 

distributed among 80,555 Small holdings forming an average size of holding as 1.5 acres. 

The Estate Sector extending over 1742 holdings contributed to 56 percent of the total extent 

under Rubber calming for 154,575 acres (62,555 hectares) 
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Figure 6.3.1: Distribution of Total Extent under Rubber by Sector and District – 2014 

 

 

 
The sector-wise distribution between the Census of Agriculture conducted during 2002 and 

Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities, indicates the drop in the extent under 

Rubber has been occurred in the Small Holding Sector as well as in the Estate Sector. 

 

 
Table 6.3.2: Holdings Reporting Rubber and Extent by Sectors 2014, 2002 
 

                        Extent in Acres 

Year  

Both Sectors Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 

No of 

Holding 

Extent No of 

Holding 

Extent No of 

Holding 

Extent 

2002 83,497 287,814 82,166 124,664 1,331 163,150 

2014 82,297 277,104 80,555 122,529 1,742 154,575 

 

 

Figure 6.3.2: Distribution of Extent under Rubber by Sectors 2014, 2002 
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Table 6.3.3: Number of Holdings and Extent under Rubber by District - 2014, 2002 
                  Extent in Acres 

District 

2014 2002 

Total 
Small Holding 

Sector 
Estate Sector Total 

Small Holding 

Sector 
Estate Sector 

Holdings Extent Holdings Extent Holdings Extent Holdings Extent Holdings Extent Holdings Extent 

Colombo 4,026  15,980  3,923  6,026  103  9,954  5,066  17,450  5,020  7,988  46  9,462  

Gampaha 3,638  8,128  3,583  6,597  55  1,531  4,044  7,605  3,989  6,504  55  1,101  

Kalutara  20,636   59,786   20,334  27,142  302   32,644   24,947   73,764   24,657  32,771  290   40,993  

Kandy 2,062  4,062  2,033  2,920  29  1,142  1,650  3,040  1,632  2,540  18  500  

Matale 549  2,940  508  546  41  2,394  326  4,626  267  447  59  4,179  

Nuwara Eliya 28  66  25  26  3  40  37  81  36  76  1  5  

Galle 2,837  10,763  2,684  3,678  153  7,085  3,457  16,497  3,320  4,510  137  11,987  

Matara 2,387  7,663  2,268  3,669  118  3,994  2,497  9,219  2,376  3,875  121  5,344  

Hambantota 399  518  396  487  3  31  114  175  113  170  1            5  

Vavuniya 41  51  39  29  2  22  -    -    -    -    -    -    

Ampara 335  721  335  721  -    -    -    -    -    -    -    -    

Kurunegala 1,338  8,015  1,284  2,095  54  5,920  913  7,055  860  1,630  53     5,425  

Puttalam 19  43  18  38  1  5  -    -    -    -    -    -    

Anuradhapura 38  151  36  51  2  100  -    -    -    -    -    -    

Polonnaruwa 17  77  16  47  1  30  -    -    -    -    -    -    

Badulla 479  3,957  426  614  53  3,343  83  1,068  70  160  13  908  

Monaragala 7,108  14,520  7,075  12,480  33  2,040  909  4,608  899  1,396  10  3,212  

Ratnapura 13,098   54,526  12,663  20,145  435  34,381  15,039   54,725  14,772   24,734  267  29,991  

Kegalle  23,262  85,137   22,908  35,218  354  49,919  24,415   87,902  24,155   37,863  260   50,039  

Sri Lanka 82,297 277,104 80,555 122,529 1,742 154,575 83,497 287,815 82,166 124,664 1,331 163,151 

 
 

According to table 6.3.3 it shows that compared to 2002 Census in 2014 Vavuniya, Ampara, 

Puttalam, Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa districts are newly engaged with the rubber 

cultivation. 

 

 

6.4: Extent under Rubber by Type of Clone 
 

In the Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities, data has been collected to see how 

the different clones are distributed in the Rubber cultivation. It reveals that the majority of the 

extent is cultivated with the variety (clone) of RRIC 121 contributing for about 42 percent. 

The other clones reported were PB86 (28 percent), RRIC100 (17 percent), RRIC102 (8 

percent), and all other Clone (5 percent) respectively. 
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Table 6.4.1: Extent under Rubber by Type of Clone and District 2014 
 

           Extent in Acres 

District 

Holding 

Reporting 

Rubber 

Total 

Rubber 

Extent 

Type of Clones (Extent) 

RRIC 

121 

RRIC 

102 

RRIC 

100 

PB86 Other 

Clones 

Colombo         3,923        6,026        1,863           380        1,010        2,059           255  

Gampaha         3,583        6,597        1,706           681        1,124        1,680           353  

Kalutara       20,334      27,142        8,483        1,293        5,575        7,748        1,323  

Kandy         2,033        2,920           708           122           318           779           138  

Matale            508           546             57             33             99             46             43  

Nuwara Eliya              25             26             10              -                -                -                 8  

Galle         2,684        3,678        1,289           198           634           800           198  

Matara         2,268        3,669        1,385           298           562           847           178  

Hambantota            396           487           209             78             41               7               7  

Vavuniya              39             29             13               -               -             -                 2  

Ampara            335           721           599               7              -                -                 3  

Kurunegala         1,284        2,095           647           143           159           289             61  

Puttalam              18             38               -             -                 8               5               3  

Anuradhapura              36             51               -               1              -                 2             46  

Polonnaruwa              16             47             10              -                -                -                 2  

Badulla            426           614           366             13             13             14             32  

Monaragala         7,075      12,480        9,250           940           638           155           201  

Ratnapura       12,664      20,145        8,380        1,237        3,033        4,887           781  

Kegalle       22,908      35,218        9,709        3,000        4,791      10,251        1,615  

        

Estate Sector          1,742    154,575      50,038        9,565      38,089      23,726      23,876  

Sri Lanka       82,297    277,104      94,724      17,989      56,092      53,297      29,124  

 

 

 

 

6.5: Distribution of Extent under Rubber by Size Class of the Holding 
 

Based on the information collected at the Economic Census - Agricultural Activities 2013/14, 

the extent related to Rubber has been classified by size class of Rubber reporting holdings 

and presented in the Table No. 6.5.1. 
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Table 6.5.1: Distribution of Extent under Rubber by Size Class of the Holding, Type of 

Clone and Sector – 2014 
         Extent in Acres 

Size Class of the Rubber 

Reported Holding  

Holdings Reporting 

Rubber 

Type of Clones 

No. Extent RRIC 

121 

RRIC 

102 

RRIC 

100 

PB 86 Other 

Clones 

Small Holding Sector        

Under 1 acre 33,252  15,563  6,203  1,161  2,789  4,259  1,013  

1 acre and under 3 acres 38,192  54,524  22,463  4,054  8,967  14,097  2,354  

3 acres and under 5 acres 5,156  18,177  6,251  1,237  2,400  4,377  812  

5 acres and under 10 acres 2,965  19,473  6,034  1,136  2,272  3,797  673  

10 acres and under 20 acres 850  10,764  2,740  704  1,216  2,544  204  

20 acres and under 50 acres 133  3,562  944  133  228  497  192  

50 acres and over 7  466  51  -    52  -    -    

        

Estate Sector 1,742  154,575  50,038  9,565  38,089  23,726  23,876  

Total 82,297  277,104  94,724  17,990  56,013  53,297  29,124  

 

There were 82,297 holdings reporting Rubber in both sectors of which total extent covered 

were 277,104 acres. The average size of Rubber holding in the Small Holding Sector is 1.5 

acres, about 40 percent of Rubber Small Holders are operating Rubber lands less than 1 acre 

holdings while only about 46 percent of them are operating holdings between 1 - 3 acres in 

extent. Only about 13 percent of Rubber holders in the Small Holding Sector responsible for 

operating Rubber land above 3 acres. 
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Map 3: Distribution of Rubber Extent by District - 2014 
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Chapter 7 

Coconut Cultivation 
 

7.1: Introduction 
 

The references of Coconut cultivation in Sri Lanka goes back to 330 B.C. and at present the 

crop is extended over twenty-five administrative districts in the Island. This crop quiet 

resembles in the aspects of extension and history to paddy cultivation. In terms of extent, the 

coconut crop comes to second in order next to country's staple food crop paddy (rice). This 

provides livelihood for the people in number of aspects synthesized with cultivation, 

production, plucking, processing of by products related to nuts, marketing, processing of 

associated products related to coir, leaves and timber, and also relevant activities of 

marketing. Therefore, coconut is popularly known as "Kalpavruksha" or the "Tree of Life" 

among the inhabitants of Sri Lanka. While extending over 400,000 hectares or close to one 

million acres in the country, about 58 percent of its extent is confined to four districts 

namely; Colombo, Gampaha, Kurunegala and Puttalam of which the group of districts are 

traditionally known as "Coconut Triangle". 

 

The annual nut production estimate lies in a range of 2,500 million to 3,000 million during 

the period 2008 - 2014. Out of the total nut production, a predominant portion is devoted for 

domestic consumption where the per capita house-hold consumption is equivalent to 339 

fresh nuts, 54.4 grams of Coconut milk powder and 16.8 litters of Coconut oil per year 

according to the Household Income and Expenditure Survey 2012/13 conducted by the 

Department of Census and Statistics (DCS). In this context the aggregate number of nuts of 

per capita equivalent was estimated to be 87 during the year 2012/2013. This indicates the 

importance of Sri Lankans' diet as to meet their daily requirements of calories (11 percent), 

protein (5 percent), and fat (60 percent) out of Coconut. Similarly, Coconut sector contributes 

0.8 percent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP). When value added in agriculture is separately 

considered, it is about 7.9 percent at constant prices during the year 2014. 
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7.2: National Extent of Coconut 
 

Due to the factors such as urbanization, commencement of new industrial ventures, 

fragmentation of coconut holdings, crop diversification and abandonment of holdings as a 

result of unsettle conditions, especially in the district of northern and eastern provinces, one 

can expect a significant drop of coconut extent in 2002 compared with previous census were 

held in 1982. Reasons have introduced new development program improving the coconut 

production in the recent past such as “Divineguma and Kaprukapurawara” and resettlement 

of the Northern and Eastern provinces again in 2014, the area has been increased by 12 % 

compared with 2002 census. 

 
Unlike Tea and Rubber, estimating the accurate extent under Coconut is a complicated issue 

even in an operation like Census of Agriculture due to the different cultural practices adopted 

in the cultivation of this crop. Especially among holdings, different practices are seen like; no 

systematically plantation, existence of haphazardly plantation, variation of number of plants 

per acre/hectare, variation of ages 45 among plants in a holding, etc., attributed to difficulties 

in ascertaining the exact extent. Considering this different nature, the Enumerators deployed 

in the Economic Census 2013/14-Agricultural Activities had been instructed to count and 

record the number trees/plants in the instances in the holdings where the crop is not 

systematically grown. Then summing up the total number of trees of such holdings, using the 

conversion factor of 70 trees (scattered cultivation) per acre, total extent for a particular 

administrative division was computed. 

 

 
Table 7.2.1: Coconut Extent by Census Years 1982 - 2014 

 

Year Total Extent Small Holding 
Sector 

Estate Sector Extent in the 
Estate Sector as a 

% of Total Extent 

Extent in Acres 
       1982 

       2002 

       2014 

 
     1,028,583 

        975,659  

     1,095,983         

 
   773,746 

   799,357    

   917,345        

 
   254,837 

   176,302 

   178,638         

 
         24.8 

         18.1 

         16.3  

Extent in Hectares 
       1982 

       2002 
       2014 

 
       416,253 

       394,843 
       443,538 

 
   313,124   

   323,495 
   371,244  

 
   103,129 

     71,347 
     72,294 

 
         24.8 

         18.1 
         16.3   
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The historical data reveals that Coconut has developed as a commercial crop during 17
th
 

century and the extent under Coconut has rapidly increased under the regime of colonial 

system by reaching to a peak in 1960s. The Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural 

Activities reports that, the aggregate extent under Coconut as 1,095,983 acres (443,538 

hectares) which is about 20 percent of total extent under agriculture in the Island.  

 
In these Censuses, the "Estate Sector" was defined as operational holdings of 20 acres (8.1 

hectares) or more in extent and operated under one operational status: (See details for 

definition). By definition, the Estate Sector is constituted with somewhat organized units 

where the crop is systematically cultivated, available better cultural practices and different 

means of production. Therefore, declining of this sector (16.3%) obviously leads to drop of 

production in the economic point of view. 

 

 

7.3: Coconut Extent by District 
 

When the share of total coconut extent to total agricultural extent by district is concern, it is 

seen that Puttalam district reported to be the top in the list reporting about 69.8 percent of the 

extent is devoted for coconut cultivation followed by Gampaha district 64.0 percent and 

Kurunegala district 60.6 percent respectively. Even with all factors synthesized with heavy 

urbanization, Colombo administrative district is also reported to be devoted for coconut 

cultivation and the respective share is 25.0 out of its total agricultural land. The lowest share 

is reported in Nuwara Eliya district (0.6%) where predominant crop is Tea. 
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Table 7.3.1: Extent under Agriculture Compared to Extent of Coconut by District – 

2014 
 

          Extent in Acres 

 

 

District 

Extent under Agriculture 

Total Extent 

of Coconut 

Coconut Extent as 

a % of total 

Agricultural 

Extent 

Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Total Extent 

Colombo 70,098 16,968 87,066 21,748 25.0 

Gampaha 188,001 20,795 208,796 133,551 64.0 

Kalutara 171,934 68,044 239,978 23,131   9.6 

Kandy 186,996 81,197 268,193 11,032   4.1 

Matale 148,474 39,234 187,708 32,769 17.5 

Nuwara Eliya 72,083 158,922 231,005 1,346   0.6 

Galle 189,903 33,514 223,417 18,120   8.1 

Matara   179,200 37,879 217,079 17,532   8.1 

Hambantota   230,732 12,189 242,921 44,269 18.2 

Jaffna 65,639 762 66,401 8,934 13.5 

Killinochchi 66,493 9,740 76,233 4,353   5.7 

Mannar 35,555 7,350 42,905 2,441   5.7 

Vavuniya 66,355 339 66,694 5,745   8.6 

Mullaitivu 62,599 2,451 65,050 4,721   7.3 

Batticaloa 113,242 3,911 117,153 7,868   6.7 

Ampara 217,275 6,594 223,869 6,017   2.7 

Trincomalee 89,554 3,903 93,457 5,246   5.6 

Kurunegala 585,464 106,015 691,479 419,312 60.6 

Puttalam 199,649 66,990 266,639 186,053 69.8 

Anuradhapura 535,191 7,979 543,170 27,790   5.1 

Polonnaruwa 201,615 11,844 213,459 7,267   3.4 

Badulla 203,569 97,880 301,449 5,070   1.7 

Monaragala 305,458 17,278 322,736 26,310   8.2 

Ratnapura 282,804 98,752 381,556 42,892 11.2 

Kegalle 176,394 88,471 264,865 32,465 12.3 

Sri Lanka 4,644,276 999,001 5,643,277 1,095,983 19.4 

 

 
When the progress of coconut cultivation among districts compared with the Census of 

Agriculture undertaken in 2002, increasing pattern could be observed in many districts 

including major coconut growing and more prominent districts namely; Kurunegala, 

Gampaha, Puttalam, Colombo and Rathnapura. This is mainly due to introduction of new 

developing program of coconut cultivation mentioned above. The decline of coconut land 

extent in the districts of Southern province and Kalutara district have been reported due to the 

reason crop damage with fungus. North Central Province and some of the districts in 

Northern and Eastern provinces the extent has been decreased due drought prevailed in recent 

years. Overall (120,326 acres) coconut extent has been increased compared with the last 2002 

Agricultural Census. 
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Table 7.3.2: Extent under Coconut by District and Sectors- 2014 and 2002 
 

                     Extent in Acres 

 

District 
2014 2002 Changes in 

2014 

Compared 

to 2002 

Total 

Extent 

Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Total 

Extent 

Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Colombo 21,748   20,210 1,538 18,019 16,959 1,060 3,729 

Gampaha 133,551 115,957 17,595 106,575 91,352 15,223 26,975 

Kalutara 23,131   21,865 1,266 27,864 26,396 1,468 -4,733 

Kandy 11,032     9,770 1,262 19,491 17,848 1,643 -8,460 

Matale 32,769   28,495 4,274 25,450 20,552 4,898 7,320 

Nuwara Eliya 1,346     1,332 14 2,577 2,555 22 -1,231 

Galle 18,120   15,811 2,309 30,995 28,835 2,160 -12,874 

Matara 17,532   14,774 2,757 35,578 32,907 2,671 -18,046 

Hambantota 44,269 42,381 1,888 51,232 48,089 3,143 -6,963 

Jaffna 8,934 8,762 172 8,535 8,535 - 399 

Killinochchi 4,353 3,006 1,347 6,114 6,084 30 -1,760 

Mannar 2,441 2,286 155 2,249 2,249 - 192 

Vavuniya 5,745 5,726 19 1,920 1,920 - 3,825 

Mullaitivu 4,721 3,758 963 6,563 6,563 - -1,842 

Batticaloa 7,868 7,185 684 8,740 8,152 588 -872 

Ampara 6,017 5,517 500 12,571 12,452 119 -6,553 

Trincomalee 5,246 5,243 3 5,209 5,209 - 37 

Kurunegala 419,312 329,556 89,756 330,058 236,358 93,700 89,254 

Puttalam 186,053 141,062 44,991 113,893 71,470 42,423 72,160 

Anuradhapura 27,790 27,189 601 34,926 34,227 699 -7,136 

Polonnaruwa 7,267 5,019 2,247 16,408 14,369 2,039 -9,141 

Badulla 5,070 4,665 405 6,709 6,627 82 -1,639 

Monaragala 26,310 25,678 632 26,442 25,995 447 -133 

Ratnapura 42,892 41,528 1,364 39,460 37,713 1,747 3,432 

Kegalle 32,465 30,570 1,896 38,081 35,941 2,140 -5,616 

Sri Lanka 1,095,983 917,345 178,638 975,659 799,357 176,302 120,326 

 

 

The majority of the coconut land is under private ownership and in the hands of small 

holders. The "Estate Sector" defined as the holdings above 20 acres have been declined over 

the last 40 years during the period 1962-2002.  In the year 2002, the share of Estate Sector 

contributed 18 percent of the total extent under coconut cultivation while in the year 2014, 

the corresponding percentage was 16.3. This indicates that the dominance part of the 

contribution in the Small Holding Sector to coconut cultivation. Also, there is no evidence for 

growing coconut extensively as large holdings or Estates in the recent past but the increase in 

the share of Small Holdings has been attributed to two factors. One is converting of large 

holdings in to small holdings as a result of fragmentation and the other is new plantations 

(Scattered Cultivation) that had taken place in the Small Holding Sector.  
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The following table shows the changes in the coconut land taken place in the "Traditional 

Coconut Triangle" where more than half of the crop extent in the country is extensively 

concentrated. In absolute terms, it is evident that about 4,557 acres of coconut extent had 

dropped annually during the last 40 years during the period 1962 - 2002 in these four 

districts. This decline is more prominent among the districts of Colombo and Gampaha in the 

Western province where urbanization has rapidly taken place and demand for land is 

increasing day by day for commercial purposes. 

 

However, in the year 2014, about 69 percent of the total extent under Coconut cultivation was 

concentrated in the district belongs to the "Coconut Triangle", while another 9.5 percent was 

confined to "Southern Coconut Belt" consisting the districts of Kalutara, Galle, Matara and 

Hambantota. Kurunegala district alone claims 38 percent of the country's total coconut extent. 

 

Table 7.3.3: Extent under Coconut in the Coconut Triangle 1982– 2014 
                        Extent in Acres 

 

District 

 

2014 

 

2002 

 

1982 

Change in the 

Extent in 2014 
Compared to 

2002 

Change in the 

Extent in 2002 
Compared to 

1982 

Colombo   21,748 18,019   22,788 3,729 -4,769 

Gampaha 133,551 106,576 140,969         26,975       -34,393 

Kurunegala 419,312 330,058 368,441         89,254       -38,383 

Puttalam 186,053 113,893 127,921         72,160        -14,028 

Total 760,664 568,546 660,119         192,118         -91,575 

 

 

Figure 7.3.1: Extent under Coconut in the Coconut Triangle (Acres) – 2014, 2002 

 

 

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

350,000

400,000

450,000

Colombo Gampaha Kurunegala Puttalam

2014 2002



 
 

 
 

Department of Census & Statistics 

 
Page 77 

ECONOMIC CENSUS 2013/14 – AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

7.4: Scattered Trees 
 

(a). Coconut: Number of cultivation practices could be seen in the Coconut growing area 

constituted with systematic, haphazard or random growing pattern as scattered trees and 

under-plantation type. Sometime these practices are seen in mixed situation in the same 

holding. Therefore, estimating the extent statistically has become a difficult task due to this 

pattern of growing. In the Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities, The 

Enumerators have been instructed to count the number of trees and record them in the Census 

questionnaires comply with the situations where the extent cannot be ascertained. 

Subsequently, the aggregated number of trees has been converted in to extent. The following 

table depicts number of scattered trees accounted in the Economic Census – Agricultural 

Activities 2013/14 by sector and the estimated extent for scattered trees. 

 
Table 7.4.1: Coconut Reported as Scattered Trees and Estimated Extent -2002, 2014 

 
 

 

District 

Small Holding Sector  

Estate 

Sector 

Total 

Number of 

Scattered 

Trees 

Estimated 

Extent for 

Scattered 

Trees 2014 

(Acres) 

Estimated 

Extent for 

Scattered 

Trees 2002 

(Acres) 

Holdings ¼ 

Acre and 

below 

Holdings 

above ¼ 

Acre 

Colombo 351,452 698,922 22,907 1,073,281 15,333 10,457 

Gampaha 793,374 5,002,692 126,816 5,922,882 84,613 37,438 

Kalutara 390,363 747,930 15,338 1,153,631 16,480 19,099 

Kandy 180,983 328,852 18,418 528,253 7,546 14,489 

Matale 72,025 1,329,139 30,160 1,431,324 20,447 11,281 

Nuwara Eliya 18,978 49,470 300 68,748 982 2,113 

Galle 329,444 502,535 57,288 889,267 12,704 22,367 

Matara 216,468 543,767 83,543 843,778 12,054 22,569 

Hambantota 195,921 1,904,774 38,689 2,139,384 30,563 21,965 

Jaffna 361,739 133,078 1,634 496,451 7,092 7,214 

Killinochchi 29,344 16,620 6,004 51,968 742 2,628 

Mannar 67,614 13,060 213 80,887 1,156 1,411 

Vavuniya 51,310 237,188 374 288,872 4,127 1,475 

Mullaitivu 37,747 29,190 10,077 77,014 1,100 1,630 

Batticaloa 332,449 34,080 11,402 377,931 5,399 6,633 

Ampara 251,834 15,020 277 267,131 3,816 11,492 

Trincomalee 147,154 135,869 - 283,023 4,043 4,637 

Kurunegala 470,471 15,666,011 687,149 16,823,631 240,338 44,684 

Puttalam 323,133 6,606,858 236,729 7,166,720 102,382 16,489 

Anuradhapura 149,613 1,202,548 7,280 1,359,441 19,421 25,211 

Polonnaruwa 107,849 156,875 3,324 268,048 3,829 13,768 

Badulla 42,614 192,591 5,889 241,094 3,444 5,605 

Monaragala 44,692 1,214,114 2,817 1,261,623 18,023 17,675 

Ratnapura 194,219 1,864,621 17,137 2,075,977 29,657 23,056 

Kegalle 217,137 1,312,388 31,683 1,561,208 22,303 20,544 

Sri Lanka 5,377,927 39,938,192 1,415,448 46,731,657 667,594 365,930 
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This scattered plantation practice is mostly confined to homesteads among Small Holders. 

Out of the total extent of 1,095,983 acres in the country during the Economic Census 2013/14 

– Agricultural Activities, about 61 percent is accounted for extent under scattered trees, while 

the corresponding figure for the year 2002 was only 38 percent. This 1.6 times remarkable 

increase is an indicator for high rate of fragmentation taken place among the crop holdings 

over the last twelve years. 

 

(b). King Coconut: An attempt has been made to collect the information on the variety 

known as "King Coconut" in the Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities for the 

second time in the history. Unlike coconut, this variety is solely used for the drinkable 

purpose and frequently it is cultivated in a random nature but not systematically. Following 

table gives the number of king coconut trees by district. 

 

Table 7.4.2: Number of King Coconut Trees and Estimated Extent – 2014 

 
 

 

District 

Small Holding Sector  

Estate Sector 

Total Number 

of Scattered 

Trees 

Estimated 

Extent in 

Acres 
Holdings ¼ 

Acre and 

below 

Holdings 

above ¼ 

Acre 

Colombo 144,853 63,928 1,309 210,090 3,001 

 Gampaha 187,215 141,697 4,604 333,516 4,765 

Kalutara 104,255 97,957 1,324 203,536 2,908 

Kandy 33,262 40,104 401 73,767 1,054 

Matale 10,769 29,121 1,836 41,726 596 

Nuwara Eliya 1,783 2,934 18 4,735 68 

Galle 67,642 109,049 1,177 177,868 2,541 

Matara 52,574 120,295 3,548 176,417 2,520 

Hambantota 27,954 78,275 478 106,707 1,524 

Jaffna 35,208 20,681 15 55,904 799 

Killinochchi 937 5,173 75 6,185 88 

Mannar 5,137 3,484 - 8,621 123 

Vavuniya 7,086 12,555 25 19,666 281 

Mullaitivu 1,095 4,575 49 5,719 82 

Batticaloa 18,494 4,922 187 23,603 337 

Ampara 26,970 21,098 95 48,163 688 

Trincomalee 12,238 8,907 - 21,145 302 

Kurunegala 52,107 1,92,812 11,977 256,896 3,670 

Puttalam 32,650 48,633 3,812 85,095 1,216 

Anuradhapura 21,872 116,030 486 138,388 1,977 

Polonnaruwa 12,125 52,340 242 64,707 924 

Badulla 6,156 16,965 50 23,171 331 

Monaragala 7,220 48,086 441 55,747 796 

Ratnapura 31,889 90,983 1,789 124,661 1,781 

Kegalle 39,674 77,323 1,402 118,399 1,691 

Sri Lanka 941,165 1,407,927 35,340 2,384,432 34,063 
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The distribution reveals that 37 percent of the concentration of King Coconut is associated 

with the districts belongs to coconut triangle while another 28 is in the districts of "South 

west coastal belt". The balance 35 percent is expanded over in other 17 administrative 

districts in the Island. Sector-wise distribution shows the concentration of King Coconut has 

no significant among large holdings. 

  

7.5: Status of Production 
 

About 76 percent of the extent in the Small Holding Sector was reported as "bearing" or "in-

production" while the balance 24 percent was not matured for bearing according the 

Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities. The Estate Sector bearing percentage 

stood at a higher level as 85 percent. When both sectors are considered, at national level, 77.3 

percent was in the status of bearing. The extent not matured for bearing or "not in production" 

at the Census time at national level was 22.7 percent or nearly 1/5th of total extent under 

Coconut. 

 

Table 7.5.1: Status of Production by Sectors – 2014 
 

Status of Production Extent % Extent 

Small Holding Sector 

(Below 40 perches holdings)  
   

Bearing/Non-bearing-Scattered Trees    89632 8.10  
(Over 40 perches holdings) 

Systematic Cultivation- Bearing  

Under Planted- Non Bearing 
221281 20.19 

 

30,132 

Newly Planted- Non Bearing 35,886 3.27  
Extent Estimated for Scattered Trees in Bearing 383,774 35.02  

Extent Estimated for Scattered Trees Non Bearing 186,772 17.04  

Total 917,345 83.70  

    

Estate Sector    

Bearing 136,213 12.43  

Under Planted- Non Bearing   13,081 

Newly Planted- Non Bearing 22,205 2.03  
Extent Estimated for Scattered Trees in Bearing 15,836 1.44  

Extent Estimated for Scattered Trees Non Bearing 4,385 0.04  

Total 178,639 16.30  

Total Extent under Coconut 1,095,983 100.00  

Percentage Extent of Bearing 77.3 12.43  

 

The term "Under-plantation" is used in Coconut cultivation to state when young plants of 

Coconut have been cultivated mixed with old Coconut plantation. In this situation, farmers 

are expecting to remove old plants in few years‟ time as their production cycle has come to 

an end. So, it was found that about 30,132 acres in the Small Holding Sector and about 

13,081 acres in the Estate Sector have reported with under plantation. 
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7.6: Size Class Distribution of Holdings 
 

Nearly 2/5
th

 or 39% extent of systematic coconut cultivation in small holding sector is 

concentrated in holdings below 1 acre and another 60% of the coconut extent is between 1 - 

20 acres. Altogether 84 percent of the extent belongs to the Small Holding Sector. 

 
Figure 7.6.1: Coconut Extent by Size Class (Acres) - Small Holdings 

 

 
 

 

Table 7.6.1: Distribution of Extent under Coconut by Size Class of the Holding – 2014 
 

Size Class of the Holding 

(Acres) 

Total 

Extent 

under 

Coconut* 

Extent under Systematic 

Cultivation 

Scattered Trees* 

 

Bearing 
Not in Bearing Bearing 

(Number) 

Not in 

Bearing 

(Number) 
Under 

Planted 

Newly 

Planted 

Small Holding Sector       

¼< 89,632      

¼ - <1 46,051 36,601 6,372 9,450   

1 - <3 105,588 89,340 11,553 16,248   

3 - <5 34,153 30,156 3,967 3,997   

5 - <10 40,932 36,590 4,818 4,342   

10 < 20 26,909 25,351 2,909 1,558   

20 - <50 2,498 2,273 400 225   

50 < 1,036 970 114 66   

Total 346,799 221,281 30,132 35,886 26,864,187 13,074,005 

Estate Sector 158,418 136,213 13,081 22,205 1,108,516 306,932 

Sri Lanka 505,217 357,494 43,213 58,091 27,972,703 13,380,937 

*Scattered trees cannot classified as size class range 
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7.7: Extent of Coconut by Age of Trees 
 

Although the total extent under coconut in the Island was estimated as 1,095,983 acres, out of 

which the extent to be determined by age was qualified only 252,831 acres. The reason is the 

balance extent computed on the basis of scattered trees. As stated earlier, this portion is 

comprised with random cultivation rather than systematic where individual trees had different 

age structures.  

 

When considered the extent of systematic cultivation, nearly 64 percent or 2/3rd of extent in 

the Small Holding Sector is found to be more than 5 years of age and also they are still 

maintaining as bearing. Out of the extent in the Estate Sector only 85 percent are maintaining 

as bearing. This indicates that at least 1/4
th

 of the cultivation has to be in the replacing age as 

they could be fallen under unproductive stage in the economic point of view. 

 
 

Table 7.7.1: Coconut Cultivation by Age and Sector – 2014 

 

Status of Production          No. of Holding Extent % 

Small Holding Sector                  

   In production   

           < 5   years                                           88,193           59,425 5.4 

        5 < 25 years                                           86,569 68,816 6.3 

      25 < 60 years                                           75,427 80,936 7.4 

      60 <     years                                            16,961 12,102 1.1 

       Age unspecified/Scattered trees* 473,406 49.2 

Newly planted   

      Less than 3 years                                       NA 16,264 1.5 

        3 < 5 years                                               NA 15,288 1.4 

       Age unspecified/Scattered trees* 191,105 17.4 

Small Holding Sector Total 917,345 83.7 

Estate Sector*                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

   In production                                               NA 152,049 13.9 

   Newly planted                                              NA 26,590 2.4 

Estate Sector Total 178,639 16.3 

Total Extent 1,095,983 100.0 
 

* Age was not determined in the category of scattered trees 

NA: Not available 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

Department of Census & Statistics 

 
Page 82 

ECONOMIC CENSUS 2013/14 – AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

 
 

 

  

Map 4: Distribution of Coconut Extent by District - 2014 
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Chapter 8 

Other Perennial Crops 
 

8.1: Introduction 
 

Sri Lanka being a tropical country, a wide variety of crops is grown and they can be broadly 

classified in to three categories depending on the life cycle or the duration of the crop stand 

on the ground. These categories are namely; perennial or permanent crops, semi-permanent 

crops and seasonal crops. This chapter focuses on following three Major groups. 

 Export Agricultural Crops 

 Fruits Crops 

 Other Perennial Crops 

 
Most of these crops have been cultivated as mixed crops or associated crops. When these 

crops are cultivated in home-gardens or in Small holdings in a limited scale, estimating the 

extent become complicated as they are not planted in a systematic way, but many of them are 

in a random nature. In the instances where enumerators were not able to give the extent under 

each crop for individual holding, they had been instructed to count the number of Trees/ 

Creepers/ Bushes and record as it is in the specific questionnaires.  

 

8.2: Export Agricultural Crops 
 

"Export Agricultural Crops" Sector, plays an important role in the Sri Lankan economy in 

terms of export earnings. These crops mainly consist of spices such as Cinnamon, Pepper, 

Cloves, Cardamoms and Nutmeg, and then beverage crops such as Coffee and Cocoa. 

 

Table 8.2.1: Extent under Export Agricultural Crops by Sector– 2014   

 

Crop 

Systematic Cultivation 

No. of Scattered 

Trees/Creepers/ 

Bushes  

Total  

Extent 

(Acres) 

Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 

Extent 

(Acres) 
% 

Extent 

(Acres) 
% 

Pepper 59,775 56,661 95 3,114 5 21,031,362 

Coffee 3,262 2,550 78 712 22 5,845,330 

Cinnamon 77,489        69,269 89 8,220 11 2,758,621 

Cocoa 2,472 1,114 45 1,358 55 630,139 

Cardamom 3,983 565 14 3,418 86 214,088 

Cloves 2,019 1,769 88 250 12 1,611,462 

Nutmeg 806 741 92 65 8 577,337 

Betel 2,540 2,436 96 104 4 10,190,265 

Arecanut 2,588 2,380 92 208 8 15,820,578 

Note: Excluding the extent and number of scattered trees in the holdings ¼ acres and below. 
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According to the Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities, the leading crops 

cultivated in Sri Lanka under the category of "Export Agricultural Crops" in order of extent 

are Pepper, Coffee, Cinnamon, Cardamom, Cloves, Nutmeg, Betel and Arecanut. Most of 

these crops, such as Pepper, Coffee, Cinnamon, Cloves, Nutmeg, Betel and Arecanut are 

mainly confined to the Small Holding Sector of which the contribution is more than 78 

percent of the total extent under each crop.  

 

 

8.2.1 Cocoa Cultivation 
 

8.2.1.1: Introduction 
 

The Cocoa tree favorably grows in humid and tropical climates between 20° North and 20° 

South of the equator. There are three distinct varieties of Cocoa namely; Criollo, Forastero 

and Trinitario of which Trinitario and Criollo are the varieties found in Sri Lanka. The world 

exclusive producers of Cocoa are Cote d‟Ivoire, Ghana, Indonesia, Nigeria, Cameroon, 

Brazil, Ecuador, Mexico and Dominican Republic. The medium scale producers in the world 

are Colombia, Papua New Guinea, Venezuela, Uganda, Togo, Sierra Leone, Guatemala, 

India, Haiti, Madagascar and Sri Lanka. As per the historical evidences, Cocoa crop has been 

introduced to Sri Lanka in the year 1864 and reintroduced in 1880. 

 

 

8.2.1.2: Extent under Cocoa 
 

Cocoa has been cultivated extensively in the Estate Sector in the stages when this crop 

brought favorable results to the country in terms of foreign exchange earnings. However, the 

extent under cultivation has been in a diminishing trend year by year. The statistics evidently 

shows that the volume of production and exports had been dropped over the last 12 years. 

The life cycle of this tree is between 30 - 40 years, as such it needs replacement of older tree 

at least 30-year intervals. This may not be happening in the country, therefore, the extent is 

not regaining. Cocoa is grown as an associated crop with particularly Rubber since it requires 

protective shade crops. It also requires the temperature between 24°- 26° Celsius, abundant 

and regular rains, soil rich in potassium to have a good crop. This crop is very vulnerable to 

direct sun light and wind. As such, Cocoa is limited to the districts of wet zone and Central 

hills in the country where these requirements are being fulfilled. 
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Table 8.2.1.1: Extent under Cocoa by Sector and District – 2014 

 

District 

Systematic Cultivation 

No. of Scattered 

Trees  

Total Extent 

(Acres)  

Extent (Acres) 

Small Holding 

Sector 

Estate Sector 

Colombo 1 1 - 1,155 

Gampaha 18 14 4 6,476 

Kalutara 30 30 - 3,842 

Kandy 136 77 59 139,556 

Matale 1,052 81 971 195,460 

Nuwara Eliya 4 4 - 6,352 

Galle 75 75 - 10,451 

Matara 37 37 - 19,944 

Hambantota 26 26 - 4,264 

Jaffna - - - 6 

Mannar - - - - 

Vavuniya - - - 26 

Mullaitivu - - - 32 

Kilinochchi - - - 26 

Batticaloa - - - 15 

Ampara 11 11 - 4,123 

Trincomalee - - - 51 

Kurunegala 204 66 138 46,546 

Puttalam - - - 1,573 

Anuradhapura - - - 28,602 

Polonnaruwa - - - 4,492 

Badulla 70 25 45 31,062 

Monaragala 675 585 90 62,586 

Ratnapura 38 38 - 28,351 

Kegalle 95 44 51 35,148 

Sri Lanka 2,472 1,114 1,358 630,139 

   Note: Excluding the extent and number of scattered trees in the holdings ¼ acres and below. 

 

 
Out of the total extent under systematic cultivation of 2,472 acres (1,000 hectares), 42 percent 

was found in Matale district. Also about 87 percent of the total extent is concentrated in five 

districts namely; Kandy, Matale, Kurunegala, Monaragala and Kegalle. More than half of the 

extent under systematic cultivation of Cocoa is found in the Estate Sector. A substantial 

number of plants cultivated as scattered could be seen among Small Holding sector in Cocoa 

growing districts. The cultivation in the districts of Matale and Kurunegala is dominated by 

the Estate Sector, while in Monaragala district the higher share is among Small Holders. 
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8.2.2: Coffee Cultivation 
 

8.2.2.1: Introduction 
 

Like Cocoa and Tea, Coffee is also a crop that has been developed in Sri Lanka under the 

concept of plantation agriculture by Colonial rulers in the golden era or "Coffee period" from 

the year 1833 to 1886. But historical evidences state that Coffee was grown by peasants in 

the country prior to plantation agriculture introduced. It was maintained at that time primarily 

for subsistence agriculture but not as a cash crop in a large scale. Later stages, it grew as a 

large scale crop associated with large holdings especially in the mountainous core in the 

Kandyan range. However, now this has become a crop popular among Small Holders and the 

practice is that to grow in the highlands and gardens surrounding homes. 

 

Table 8.2.2.1: Extent under Coffee by Sector and District – 2014 
           

District 

Systematic Cultivation 

No. of Scattered 

Trees/Bushes in 

Small Holding Sector 

Total Extent 

(Acres)  

Extent (Acres) 

Small Holding 

Sector 
Estate Sector 

Colombo 14 14 - 47,612 

Gampaha 59 50 9 252,003 

Kalutara 42 42 - 120,918 

Kandy 683 554 129 1,473,443 

Matale 381 265 116 619,038 

Nuwara Eliya 569 354 215 643,128 

Galle 102 102 - 97,261 

Matara 95 90 5 242,766 

Hambantota 63 63 - 114,918 

Jaffna - - - 157 

Mannar - - - 42 

Vavuniya - - - 448 

Mullaitivu - - - 366 

Kilinochchi - - - 664 

Batticaloa - - - 71 

Ampara 15 15 - 23,938 

Trincomalee - - - 1,048 

Kurunegala 281 223 58 647,568 

Puttalam 9 9 - 48,114 

Anuradhapura - - - 32,673 

Polonnaruwa - - - 20,423 

Badulla 292 201 91 447,821 

Monaragala 129 128 1 170,240 

Ratnapura 197 152 45 265,938 

Kegalle 331 288 43 574,732 

Sri Lanka 3,262 2,550 712 5,845,330 

   Note: Excluding the extent and number of scattered trees in the holdings ¼ acres and below. 
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8.2.2.2 Extent under Coffee 
 

The districts namely; Kandy, Matale and Nuwara Eliya in the Central Province have the 

largest Coffee acreage under systematic cultivation where about 50 percent of the total extent 

is concentrated. In addition to that Kegalle district in the Sabaragamuwa Province has 

recorded with 10 percent of the total extent. The decline of the extent where systematically 

grown is an evident for the fallen of the volume of exports and also the local production over 

the last decade. The majority of the extent is stretched over to Small Holders and its 

contribution is about 78 percent. These type of crops need proper care to obtain higher yield 

levels, but they are neglected when number of crops are in the same plot of land and confined 

to home gardens. The above table justifies that the existence of a large amount of plants in a 

form of scattered in the Coffee growing districts. 

 

 
 

8.2.3: Cinnamon Cultivation 
 

8.2.3.1: Introduction 
 

Cinnamon has a longer history among spices and export agricultural crops, which attracted 

Portuguese and Dutch invaders to the country during early 16
th
 and 17

th
 centuries. There are 

evidences that the ancient rulers in the country had traded with Arabians for spices other than 

valuable treasures like gems. In the range of Sinharaja forests and hill country were the places 

where Cinnamon originated in the Island and then it has extended over to rest of the areas in 

the country as a commercial crop. Cinnamon has become the dominant export crop among 

export agricultural crops in terms of export earnings during the last few decades. 
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Table 8.2.3.1: Extent under Cinnamon by Sector and District - 2014  
 

District 

2014 

Total Extent 

Under Systematic 

Cultivation 

Extent under Systematic 

Cultivation (Acres) 
No. of Scattered 

Trees/ Bushes  Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate Sector 

Colombo 417 374 43 98,317 

Gampaha 631 422 209 52,547 

Kalutara 5,793 4,991 802 146,287 

Kandy 412 278 134 105,720 

Matale 758 496 262 146,641 

Nuwara Eliya 129 44 85 23,615 

Galle 27,573 25,614 1,959 596,158 

Matara 21,873 19,951 1,922 768,430 

Hambantota 7,604 7,568 36 182,085 

Jaffna - - - 4 

Mannar - - - 3 

Vavuniya - - - 75 

Mullaitivu - - - 50 

Kilinochchi - - - 2,040 

Batticaloa - - - 914 

Ampara 30 30 - 8,270 

Trincomalee - - - 42 

Kurunegala 522 387 135 179,835 

Puttalam 30 14 16 19,384 

Anuradhapura 68 
68 

53 15 5,691 

Polonnaruwa 12 12 - 3634 

Badulla 1,151 785 366 42,512 

Monaragala 371 302 69 36,848 

Ratnapura 9,381 7,607 1,774 212,018 

Kegalle 734 341 393 127,501 

Total 77,489 69,269 8,220 2,758,621 

Note: Excluding the extent and number of scattered trees in the holdings ¼ acres and below. 
 

 

8.2.3.2: Extent under Cinnamon 
 

The extent of Cinnamon under systematic cultivation of about 77,489 acres (31,359 hectares) 

has reported in Wet and Intermediate zones in the Island. In this context, the large extent 

under cultivation of Cinnamon is being confined to the districts of the coastal belt Galle, 

Matara, Kalutara and Hambantota and also Ratnapura which accounts for about 93 percent of 

the total extent. This crop is dominated by small holders with a share of 89 percent of the 

total extent. The extent under systematic cultivation of Cinnamon has increased by 17 percent 

during last 12 years from 2002 to 2014. Cinnamon is exported in the form of number of 

byproducts such as quills, quillings, feathering, chips and other.  
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8.2.4: Pepper Cultivation 
 

8.2.4.1: Introduction 

 
Pepper is the mostly used spice in the world and known as “King of the spices”. Native of 

Pepper crop is South Asia and historical records reveal that Pepper is originated in South 

India. Pepper is largely produces as Black Pepper which is the dried whole fruit. White 

Pepper is produced by removing outer pericarp and Pepper is also available in crushed and 

ground forms. Pepper is mainly used as a spice and flavoring agent in food industry. It also 

has industrial uses in perfumery and pharmaceutical industries. In Sri Lanka Pepper is mainly 

cultivated in Low and Mid Country, Wet and Intermediate agro – climatic zones.  

 

Table 8.2.4.1: Extent under Pepper by Sector and District – 2014 

 

District 

Systematic Cultivation 

No. of Scattered 

Creepers  Total Extent 

(Acres) 

Extent (Acres) 

Small Holding 

Sector 
Estate Sector 

Colombo 297 265 32 134,159 

Gampaha 1,570 1,396 174 591,329 

Kalutara 333 313 20 356,821 

Kandy 6,189 5,861 328 3,650,728 

Matale 9,229 8,097 1,132 2,975,154 

Nuwara Eliya 2,161 2,152 9 643,187 

Galle 344 327 17 593,051 

Matara 428 401 27 844,057 

Hambantota 2,663 2,611 52 1,381,555 

Jaffna - - - 435 

Mannar - - - 38 

Vavuniya - - - 1,546 

Mullaitivu - - - 607 

Kilinochchi - - - 107 

Batticaloa - - - 1,210 

Ampara 70 69 1 177,006 

Trincomalee 6 6 - 1,519 

Kurunegala 3,791 3,338 453 1,745,735 

Puttalam 152 111 41 60,400 

Anuradhapura 254 253 1 128,898 

Polonnaruwa 75 75 - 187,285 

Badulla 12,002 11,661 341 950,094 

Monaragala 8,108 8,050 58 2,250,111 

Ratnapura 10,473 10,175 298 3,282,902 

Kegalle 1,630 1,500 130 1,073,428 

Total 59,775 56,661 3,114 21,031,362 

Note: Excluding the extent and number of scattered trees in the holdings ¼ acres and below. 
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8.2.4.2: Extent under Pepper 
 

According to Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities, the total extent of pepper 

in Sri Lanka is recorded as 59,775 acres (24,191 hectares) under systematic cultivation. The 

highest extent under pepper cultivation is recorded in Badulla (12,002 acres) district and 

followed by Ratnapura (10,473 acres), Matale (9,229 acres), Monaragala (8,108 acres), 

Kandy (6,189 acres) districts. Under scattered cultivation 21,031,362 creepers are recorded. 

The highest number of creepers (3,650,728) are recorded in Kandy districts, and followed by 

Ratnapura (3,282,902 creepers), Matale (2,975,154 creepers), Monaragala (2,250,111 

creepers) districts.    

 

8.2.5: Other Export Agricultural Crops 
 

Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities, reveals that the total extent under 

Cardamom, Cloves, Nutmeg, Betel and Arecanut are recorded as 3,983 acres, 2,019 acres, 

806 acres, 2,540 acres and 2,588 acres respectively. Kandy is the leading district for 

Cardamom, Cloves and Nutmeg cultivation. The highest extent under Cardamom is reported 

in Matale (1,342 acres) district. Kandy district reports highest number of extent in both 

Cloves (681 acres) and Nutmeg (342 acres). Kurunegala district reports the highest number of 

extent under Betel (1,133 acres) and Arecanut (366 acres).  
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Table 8.2.5.1: Extent under Other Export Agricultural Crops as Systematic Cultivation 

by District – 2014 
                          Extent in Acres 

District Cardamom Cloves Nutmeg Betel Arecanut 

Colombo 4 8 1 33 25 

Gampaha 15 56 26 391 215 

Kalutara 14 21 18 81 47 

Kandy 1,010 681 342 13 170 

Matale 1,342 316 76 37 240 

Nuwara Eliya 336 52 3 9 97 

Galle 42 47 20 75 83 

Matara 86 27 14 21 48 

Hambantota 6 7 23 22 55 

Jaffna - - - 24 8 

Mannar - - - 9 1 

Vavuniya - - - 3 24 

Mullaitivu - - - 8 69 

Kilinochchi - - - 4 38 

Batticaloa - - - 111 1 

Ampara - - 13 23 18 

Trincomalee - - - 84 15 

Kurunegala 42 143 82 1,133 366 

Puttalam - - 5 141 23 

Anuradhapura - - 45 79 59 

Polonnaruwa - - 7 41 10 

Badulla 16 28 16 12 253 

Monaragala 23 10 9 54 219 

Ratnapura 674 70 15 56 333 

Kegalle 373 553 91 76 171 

Sri Lanka 3,983 2,019 806 2,540 2,588 

Note: Excluding the extent of holdings ¼ acres and below. 

 

Figure 8.2.5.1: Extent of Other Export Agricultural Crops under Systematic Cultivation 

– 2014 
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8.3: Fruit Crops 
 

A wide range of tropical and some temperate fruit crops are cultivated in Sri Lanka. 

According to the Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities, the fruit crops growing 

in the Island in order of extent are Banana, Pineapple, Mango, Lime, Rambutan, Orange, 

Guava and Pomegranate. The crops such as Mango, Lime, Papaya and Banana are stretched 

over all the districts irrespective of ecological zones. Banana, Pineapple and Rambutan are 

being grown as a medium scale commercial cultivation. Pineapple is predominantly 

cultivated in Gampaha and Kurunegala districts. In terms of extent, Gampaha district 

recorded with the largest extent for Rambutan cultivation. 

 

Table 8.3.1: Extent under Fruit Crops by Sector – 2014 

 

Crop 

Systematic Cultivation 
No. of 

Scattered 

Trees/Creepers

/Bushes  

Total 

Extent 

(Acres) 

Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 

Extent 

(Acres) 
% 

Extent 

(Acres) 
% 

Mango 7,909 6,047 76 1,862 24 6,194,079 

Banana 46,486 43,234 93 3,252 7 21,405,983 

Papaw 936 671 72 265 28 690,460 

Pineapple 10,927 9,268 85 1,659 15 8,334,840 

Rambutan 2,536 1,814 72 722 28 1,330,291 

Pomegranate 1,413 1,357 96 56 4 1,992,231 

Avocado 973 960 99 13 1 1,328,528 

Guava (Kilo Pera) 1,602 1,484 93 118 7 610,366 

Durian 879 847 96 32 4 300,853 

Orange 1,812 1,647 91 165 9 2,417,230 

Lime 2,611 2,525 97 86 3 3,248,569 

 Note: Excluding the extent and number of scattered trees in the holdings ¼ acres and below. 

 

Figure 8.3.1: Extent of Fruit Crops under Systematic Cultivation – 2014 
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Table 8.3.2: Extent under Fruit Crops as Systematic Cultivation by District – 2014 
 

           Extent in Acres 

District 
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Colombo 86 305 6 369 213 43 6 9 8 3 4 

Gampaha 272 1,445 19 5,183 854 44 48 15 64 39 50 

Kalutara 56 293 12 144 110 17 17 5 13 4 4 

Kandy 432 493 11 272 82 197 243 164 270 56 171 

Matale 637 1,109 42 29 16 25 13 22 5 43 32 

Nuwara Eliya 38 297 1 10 4 18 36 23 19 29 19 

Galle 76 275 23 112 64 50 28 16 47 35 40 

Matara 29 294 10 68 17 19 22 8 38 19 17 

Hambantota 620 11,773 152 81 15 74 7 18 10 95 93 

Jaffna 52 1,164 5 1 14 7 - 8 - 23 21 

Mannar 17 82 1 - 2 7 1 2 - 3 3 

Vavuniya 33 354 18 10 1 4 2 1 - 13 48 

Mullaitivu 100 411 7 3 1 12 7 - 1 13 30 

Kilinochchi 267 479 18 12 3 127 6 137 - 117 104 

Batticaloa 90 52 1 - - 4 2 2 2 7 8 

Ampara 200 366 9 33 4 77 4 3 3 88 212 

Trincomalee 95 112 4 17 39 30 9 28 25 40 75 

Kurunegala 903 3,676 233 2,824 136 135 84 90 39 225 166 

Puttalam 391 1,863 116 783 46 210 62 360 45 288 63 

Anuradhapura 1,143 4,497 122 139 57 128 93 474 104 156 177 

Polonnaruwa 292 483 31 46 8 18 14 43 3 13 10 

Badulla 368 1,453 14 113 74 40 108 73 44 164 84 

Monaragala 1,393 8,997 55 192 187 35 19 28 27 280 1,076 

Ratnapura 209 5,564 23 138 223 68 63 29 52 29 77 

Kegalle 110 648 3 347 366 24 79 44 60 30 27 

Total 7,909 46,486 936 10,927 2,536 1,413 973 1,602 879 1,812 2,611 

Note: Excluding the extent of holdings ¼ acres and below. 

 

8.4: Other Crops 
 

Cashew, Sugar cane, Jackfruit, Oil Palm, Tamarind and Goraka (Gamboge) are some other 

important crops cultivated in Sri Lanka.  

Cashew is cultivated in all the districts in the country. But, the Cashew extents are substantial 

in the dry zone areas, especially in the districts of Puttalam, Kurunegala and Anuradhapura. 

The total extent under systematic cultivation of cashew in these districts is 13,673 acres 

which is around 71 percent to the total extent. The majority of the extent is stretched over to 

Small Holders and its contribution is about 57 percent. 

The Cultivation of Jackfruit stretches over in most of the districts. The three leading districts 

for Oil Palm cultivation are Galle, Kalutara and Kandy and they are cultivated in a larger 

scale systematically in the Estate Sector.  
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Table 8.4.1: Extent under Other Crops by Sector – 2014 
         

Crop 

Systematic Cultivation 

No. of Scattered 

Trees/Creepers/

Bushes  
Total Extent 

(Acres) 

Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 

Extent 

(Acres) 
% 

Extent 

(Acres) 
% 

Cashew 19,326 11,088 57 8,238 43      2,217,020 

Sugar cane 28,716 23,835 83 4,881 17         315,438 

Jack fruit 552 292 53 260 47       1,049,724 

Oil Palm  6,011 398 7 5,613 93            92,016 

Tamarind 448 437 98 11 2           383,451 

Goraka 807 602 75 205 25           435,293  

Palmyra             2,521,215* 

Kitul            522,311* 

Note: Excluding the extent and number of scattered trees in the holdings ¼ acres and below. 

* Covered only above ¼ acre category in small holding sector.  

 

 

 

Figure 8.4.1: Extent of Other Crops under Systematic Cultivation – 2014 
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Chapter 9 

Paddy Cultivation 
 

9.1: Introduction 

 
Paddy production is one of the main agricultural production and staple food in Sri Lanka. It 

has been cultivated in all over the country. According to the economic census 2013/14 – 

Agricultural Activities, the total land asweddumized for paddy was 1,706,410 acres (690,560 

hectares) of the small holding sector.  

There are two cultivation seasons namely; Maha and Yala which are synonymous with two 

monsoons. Maha Season falls during “North-East monsoon” from September to March in the 

following year. Yala season is effective during the period from May to end of August. When 

the crop is sown and harvested during above periods, the particular season is defined.   

According to the economic census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities, the total extent 

cultivated for the 2013/14 Maha season and 2014 Yala season were 1,476,781 acres (597,633 

hectares) and 627,606 acres (253,983 hectares) respectively in the small holding sector. 

884,609 agricultural holdings are associated with paddy cultivation. Therefore, information 

on paddy cultivation has become more important in the economy of Sri Lanka. Although, the 

Economic Census is one of the sources to produce information on paddy cultivation, statistics 

on paddy are being collected by the Department of Census and Statistics bi-annual basis 

under current survey program.  

 

9.2: Extent under Paddy in the Small Holding Sector 

The total extent operated for the paddy cultivation as reported at the Economic Census 

2013/14 – Agricultural Activities, was 1,476,781 acres (597,633 hectares) and 1,221,728 

parcels. The contribution from the paddy extent to the total extent of agricultural land in the 

small holding sector is 33.5%. Whereas the Estate sector predominantly cultivated with 

perennial crops as such contribution from paddy is very marginal according to the Economic 

Census 2013/14 – Agricultural Activities. It is also noted that there is no any paddy extent 

reported in the holdings less than ¼ acre in the small holding sector. 
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The share of paddy extent to the total extent of agricultural land in the small holding sector in 

Batticaloa, Trincomalee, Polonnaruwa and Ampara Districts are 74%, 71%, 70% and 68% 

respectively. Lower shares of paddy extent to the total extent of agricultural land in the small 

holding sector are reported in Kegalle (12%) and Rathnapura (14%) Districts. 

Total number of Agricultural holdings under paddy cultivation is reported as 884,609. The 

highest number of Agricultural holdings with paddy is reported in Kurunegala District 

(150,566) followed by Anuradhapura District (111,598). 

Table 9.2.1: Area and Holdings under Paddy Cultivation by District in Small Holding 

Sector -2014 

District 

Total Extent under 

Small Holdings 

(Acres) * 

Agricultural Holding Reporting 

Paddy % of Paddy 

Extent 
Number  Extent (Acres) 

Colombo 48,356 8,886             10,141                 21.0  

Gampaha 149,658 29,479             30,302                 20.2  

Kalutara 154,539 30,710             34,332                 22.2  

Kandy 173,066 32,460             30,709                 17.7  

Matale 144,307 35,703             47,026                 32.6  

Nuwara Eliya 69,223 12,721             13,019                 18.8  

Galle 177,095 29,650             34,281                 19.4  

Matara 169,920 33,687             37,021                 21.8  

Hambantota 222,831 39,455             81,993                 36.8  

Jaffna 52,979 14,334             25,531                 48.2  

Mannar 34,458 5,523             18,362                 53.3  

Vavuniya 64,348 7,666             24,836                 38.6  

Mullaitivu 61,387 9,992             28,554                 46.5  

Kilinochchi 65,303 9,707             41,098                 62.9  

Batticaloa 103,424 22,265             76,287                 73.8  

Ampara 208,750 48,172            141,395                 67.7  

Trincomalee 84,456 22,310             60,152                 71.2  

Kurunegala 566,759 150,566            165,014                 29.1  

Puttalam 188,658 21,611             34,938                 18.5  

Anuradhapura 528,498 111,598            189,760                 35.9  

Polonnaruwa 197,350 52,006            137,260                 69.6  

Badulla 197,348 56,321             71,019                 36.0  

Monaragala 303,163 45,778             85,480                 28.2  

Ratnapura 273,390 29,853             37,801                 13.8  

Kegalle 165,334 24,156             20,470                 12.4  

Sri Lanka 4,404,599 884,609       1,476,781                33.5  
 

*excluding land extent of holdings ¼ acres and below 

It is noted that Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities, paddy extent refers to the extent 

of paddy land operated during the cultivation year covering either 2013/14 Maha season (main 

season) or 2014 Yala season (secondary season). 
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9.3: Paddy Holdings by Size Class in the Small Holding Sector 

The paddy extent reported in the holdings has been classified according to the extent of 

paddy. It indicates that 45% of paddy holdings are less than 1 acre and this group covers with 

14% of the extent of the total paddy extent in the small holding sector.  26% of the paddy 

holdings are in the size class between 1-2 acres and it covers 22% of the total paddy extent.  

The average size of a paddy holding is about 1.7 acres. Nearly 7% of paddy holdings operate 

more than 4 acres and it covers about 29% of paddy extent. 

Table 9.3.1:  Distribution of Paddy Holdings and Extent by Size Class in Small Holding 

Sector - 2014  

Size Class of the Paddy 

Holding 

Number of 

Holdings 
% 

Extent of Paddy 

(Acres) 
% 

Less than 1 acre 394,258 44.6 208,618 14.1 

1-2 acres 232,563 26.3 318,086 21.5 

2-3 acres 146,395 16.5 355,661 24.1 

3-4 acres 48,049 5.4 160,290 10.9 

4-5 acres 21,842 2.5 95,555 6.5 

5-10 acres 33,532 3.8 213,797 14.5 

more than 10 acres 7,970 0.9 124,774 8.4 

 

Figure 9.3.1: Percentage Distribution of Paddy Holdings and Extent by Size Class of the 

Extent 
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Table 9.3.2: Percentage Distribution of Paddy Holdings and Extent by Size Class and 

District in Small Holding Sector -2014 

District 

 No. of 

Holdings 

Reporting 

Paddy  

 Paddy 

Extent 

(Acres)  

Percentage Distribution 

<1 Acre 1-<2 Acres 2-<3 Acres 3 Acres and above 

Holdings Extent Holdings Extent Holdings Extent Holdings  Extent 

Colombo 8,886  10,141  56.6 32.1         33.6  39.9 6.1  12.9 3.7 15.1 

Gampaha 29,479  30,302  67.6 38.7         23.1  31.2 5.8  13.7 3.5 16.5 

Kalutara 30,710  34,332  60.4 33.9         29.7  37.3 6.6  14.5 3.4 14.4 

Kandy 32,460  30,709  65.0 30.1         23.7  32.1 7.4  18.0 4.0 19.7 

Matale 35,703  47,026  48.2 19.2         30.6  30.6 13.4  23.3 7.8 26.9 

Nuwara Eliya 12,721  13,019  59.0 30.0         30.0  38.6 7.8  17.7 3.1 13.6 

Galle 29,650  34,281  58.9 31.4         29.8  35.9 7.1  14.8 4.3 17.9 

Matara 33,687  37,021  60.2 29.4         27.6  33.7 7.4  15.9 4.8 21.1 

Hambantota 39,455  81,993  24.2 7.3         32.7  22.3 27.5  32.4 15.7 38.0 

Jaffna 14,334  25,531  37.6 14.0         35.3  27.4 13.8  18.6 13.3 40.0 

Mannar 5,523  18,362  7.6 1.1         27.5  9.2 22.8  14.2 42.1 75.5 

Vavuniya 7,666  24,836  15.5 2.1         24.2  8.3 22.6  14.3 37.6 75.2 

Mullaitivu 9,992  28,554  27.5 3.0         21.6  9.8 17.7  13.8 33.3 73.5 

Kilinochchi 9,707  41,098  14.8 1.9         22.5  7.8 17.4  9.5 45.3 80.7 

Batticaloa 22,265  76,287 8.8 0.9         17.7  6.6 28.4  18.2 45.1 74.3 

Ampara 48,172  141,395  9.9 2.2         23.8  11.9 36.6  32.2 29.7 53.8 

Trincomalee 22,310  60,152  15.8 2.4         23.5  11.5 25.7  21.3 35.0 64.8 

Kurunegala 150,566  165,014  60.2 26.8         25.4  31.1 9.1  19.7 5.3 22.4 

Puttalam 21,611  34,938  44.3 14.6         29.3  25.4 14.3  21.4 12.1 38.5 

Anuradhapura 111,598  189,760  45.3 11.4         23.0  18.8 18.3  27.0 13.5 42.7 

Polonnaruwa 52,006  137,260  14.4 2.6         20.9  10.7 42.0  39.6 22.8 47.2 

Badulla 56,321  71,019  56.2 22.9         21.5  22.9 15.5  30.0 6.7 24.1 

Monaragala 45,778  85,480  30.2 12.4         37.8  29.0 19.9  26.3 12.2 32.4 

Ratnapura 29,853  37,801  51.4 28.3         35.8  40.0 8.8  16.9 4.1 14.7 

Kegalle 24,156  20,470  71.1 43.6         23.2  35.3 3.9  10.7 1.9 10.4 

Sri Lanka 884,609  1,476,781  44.6 14.1         26.3  21.5 16.5  24.1 12.6 40.3 

 

The table 9.3.2 shows the percentage distribution of paddy holdings and respective extent by 

size class of the paddy extent and district. It indicates that the districts of wet zone and 

southern coastal belt namely; Colombo, Gampaha, Kalutara, Galle, Matara, the districts of 

Kandy, Nuwara Eliya in Central Province and the districts in the Sabaragamuwa Province 
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namely Rathnapura and Kegalle; Badulla in the province of Uva and Kurunegala in 

Northwestern Province reported more than half of the paddy holdings are less than one acre. 

At national level, the percentage of paddy holdings having extent less than one acre is 

reported to be 44.6 and the extent covered by the size group is only 14.1 percent of total 

extent under paddy in the small holding sector.  

Majority of paddy holdings operated more than 2 acres are reported in the districts of 

Batticaloa (73.5%), Ampara (66.4%), and Trincomalee (60.7%) in Eastern Province, 

Polonnaruwa (64.7%) in North Central Province and Mannar (64.9%), Vavuniya (60.3%), 

Mullaitivu (51%), Kilinochchi (62.7%) in Northern Province. All these districts mentioned 

here, have reported paddy holdings above two acres contribute to more than 85 percent of the 

total paddy land. Although at national level nearly 29 percent of the paddy holdings are above 

2 acres, they covered about 64 percent of total extent under paddy.    

 

Figure 9.3.2: Percentage Distribution of Total Extent under Small Holdings and Extent 

under Paddy Cultivation-2014 
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*Paddy extent by parcel base 

Map 5: Distribution of Paddy Extent by District* - 2014 
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Chapter 10 

Livestock and Poultry 
 

10.1: Introduction 
 

The collection of livestock and poultry statistics integrated with the Census of Agriculture 

has become an important part throughout the Census history in Sri Lanka. More accurate data 

on many variables and different aspects like livestock species, production means, usage, 

breeding types, age, sex, etc. in a wider scope can be incorporated while conducting a census. 

Accordingly, some key information on these aspects have been covered and included in the 

questionnaires of the Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural activities. Table 10.2.1 

provides data on the number of livestock by type and poultry reported at the Census of 

Agriculture 2002 and Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural activities. 

 
 

10.2: Livestock and Poultry 
 

Table 10.2.1: Number of Livestock by Type and Poultry - 2014 and 2002 

 

Type 
2014 2002 

No % No % 

Cattle       1,124,097  57.0        1,203,770  60.4 

Buffaloes          327,909  16.6           303,231  15.2 

Goats and sheep          391,656  19.9           404,911  20.3 

Swine          127,615  6.5              81,106  4.1 

Livestock Total       1,971,277  100        1,993,018  100 

Poultry    24,437,032        15,617,153    

 

 

At the Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural activities about 2 million heads of Livestock 

and 24.4 million poultry were reported. When these data compared with the Census of 

Agriculture 2002, a decline of about 1.1 percent in the total number of livestock was 

observed while nearly 56.5 percent increase had been recorded in the poultry population. The 

cattle population showed a decline of about 6.6 percent in 2014 compared to that of 2002 

where as in the total count of buffaloes recorded increase about 8.1 percent and the Goat and 

Sheep population recorded 3.3 percent decrease. Swine population recorded a significant 

increase of about 57.3 percent during this 12 year period. 
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Table 10.2.2: Livestock and Poultry Population by Sector in 2014 

 

Type Total 

Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 

1/4 acre 

and below 

Above 1/4 

Acre 
Total % No % 

Cattle 1,124,097  77,588  1,018,183  1,095,771  97.5 28,326  2.5 

Buffaloes 327,909  8,173  311,224  319,397  97.4 8,512  2.6 

Goats and sheep 391,656  74,258  310,954  385,212  98.4 6,444  1.6 

Swine 127,615  6,055  111,855  117,910  92.4 9,705  7.6 

Poultry 24,437,032  999,916  16,895,258  17,895,174  73.2 6,541,858  26.8 

Duck & Turkeys 48,145  10,396  37,749  48,145  100.0  _  _ 

 

The sector-wise analysis of livestock and poultry in the table 10.2.2 shows that the Small 

Holding Sector had contributed the bulk of the livestock population and poultry which was 

about 97.3 percent and 73.2 percent of the total livestock population and poultry respectively.  

 
All categories in the livestock sector namely; Cattle, Buffaloes, Goats and sheep and Swine 

are contributing more than 92 percent from Small Holding Sector. 

 

10. 3: Cattle Population 
 

Cattle raising in Sri Lanka is mainly meant for milk and meat production other than in rare 

occasions for stud, transport and draft purposes. The total cattle population constituted with 

1,124,097 according to the Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural activities and it 

comprised about 57 percent of the livestock population in the Island. Majority of the cattle 

population was in the Small Holding Sector with only about 2.5 percent in the Estate Sector. 

Kurunegala which is the largest agricultural district had the higher number of cattle (12.1 

percent) followed by Anuradhapura (9.2 percent) Batticaloa (6.6 percent), Puttalam (6.3 

percent), Jaffna (5.7 percent) and Ampara (5.5 percent). Kegalle district had the lowest i.e. 

about 13,442 cattle or 1.2 percent of the total cattle population. 

 

10. 3.1: Composition of Cattle Type 
 

According to the type of composition, majority of the cattle population which is about 36 

percent in the Small Holding Sector belonged to local varieties while 64 percent are improved 

varieties. In the Estate Sector the share of local varieties cattle population is comparatively 

larger than that of Small Holding Sector. The largest cattle population as well as number of 

local varieties cattle population has been reported in Kurunegala district and improved cattle 

varieties has been reported in Batticaloa district. 
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Table 10.3.1.1: Number of Cattle by Type and Sector 

 

Type 

Small Holding Sector                                                                

(above 1/4 acre) 
Estate Sector 

2014 % 2002 % 2014 % 2002 % 

All 1,018,183  100.0  1,038,368  100.0 28,326 100.0 48,221  100.0 

Local 366,967  36.0  912,686  87.9 13,087 46.2 28,951  60.0 

Improved 651,216  64.0  125,682  12.1 15,239 53.8 19,270  40.0 

 

 

10.3.2: Cattle Rearing by Use 
 

The information on cattle population has been collected by use of rearing them at the Census 

time. In this context, it is obviously seen that the objectives of rearing female cattle is 

different from male cattle. The following two tables show the different use of rearing them. 

 

Table 10.3.2.1: Cattle Rearing by Use and Sex – 2014 

 

Sector Use 
Female 

Use 
Male 

Local Improved Local Improved 

Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Milking at Present 94,403  155,300  Draught 14,587        34,137  

Milking not at Present 68,731  156,692  Stud 15,922        24,897  

Heifers* 38,844  85,835  Calves (Less than 2 Years) 29,608        60,348  

Calves (Less than 2 Years) 69,788  112,618  Others (Old/Disable etc.) 9,448          7,665  

Others (Old/Disable etc.) 25,636  13,724        

Estate 

Sector 

Milking at Present 2,025  5,023  Draught 506             100  

Milking not at Present 4,147  2,653  Stud 966             451  

Heifers* 1,949  1,559  Calves (Less than 2 Years) 928          2,244  

Calves (Less than 2 Years) 1,179  2,846  Others (Old/Disable etc.) 724               94  

Others (Old/Disable etc.) 663  269        

Total 

Milking at Present 96,428  160,323  Draught 15,093        34,237  

Milking not at Present 72,878  159,345  Stud 16,888        25,348  

Heifers* 40,793  87,394  Calves (Less than 2 Years) 30,536        62,592  

Calves (Less than 2 Years) 70,967  115,464  Others (Old/Disable etc.) 10,172          7,759  

Others (Old/Disable etc.) 26,299  13,993        
 

Note: Small Holding Sector covered only above ¼ Acre category 

*Heifers defined as female cows above 2 years old who have not yet given a single calf 

 

Total local cows those were milking at the Census time were 96,428. i.e. 25.4 percent of total 

local cattle population. Local female cattle population to total female cattle population was 

36.4 percent. The number of milking at the time of Census was 30.4 percent and those who 

were not milking were 27.5 percent. Other categories in the female cows were 15.2 percent 

heifers, Calves less than 2 years 22.1 percent, Old/Disable 4.8 percent.  
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Draught animal proportion was 24.3 percent of the total male cattle population. Other 

categories included in the male cattle population were 20.8 percent Stud, male calves less 

than 2 years 46.0 percent and old/disable 8.8 percent. 

 

Figure 10.3.2.1: Cattle (Female) Population by Type – 2014 

 

 
 

 

Note: Small Holding Sector covered only above ¼ Acre category 

 

 

 

10.4: Buffalo Population 
 

The notable feature is that Buffalo population is in a decreasing trend from 1982 – 2002 and 

this could be attributed to number of reasons such as mechanization of farms where draft 

animal power has been replaced by power operated machinery like tractors, ceasing of grass 

land as a result of fragmentation of land and also encroachment, and urbanization, etc. But 

considering 2002 – 2014 the census data reveals that, Buffalo population has been increased 

by about 8.1 percent. 

 

10.4.1: Composition of Buffalo Type 
 

Buffalo raising in the Estate Sector is not a popular activity with in the field of agriculture 

like planting of crops. As such about 97.4 percent of the Buffalo population is concentrated in 

the Small Holding Sector according to the Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural 

activities. 
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Table 10.4.1.1: Number of Buffaloes by Type and Sector 
 

Type 

Small Holding Sector                                                                

(above 1/4 acre) 
Estate Sector 

2014 % 2002 % 2014 % 2002 % 

All    311,224  100.0  281,454  100.0         8,512  100.0         5,972  100.0  

Local    180,295           57.9  254,762  90.5        3,848  45.2        2,837  47.5 

Improved    130,929           42.1  26,692  9.5        4,664  54.8        3,135  52.5 
 

Note: Small Holding Sector covered only above ¼ Acre category 

 
Out of total Buffalo population, nearly 57.9 percent were local type and about 42.1 belonged 

to improved type according to the Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural activities. When 

the composition of buffalo type by sectors are considered, in the Small Holding Sector 57.9 

percent were local buffaloes while in the Estate Sector, it was only 45.2 percent. In the Estate 

Sector improved Buffaloes accounted for about 54.8 percent while those in the Small Holding 

Sector accounted for only 42.1 percent.  

 
The highest number of local type of Buffaloes has been reported in Hambantota district and 

improved type has been reported in Anuradhapura district. The districts in order of population 

in the local type were enumerated in Hambantota, Monaragala, Batticaloa, Ampara and 

Trincomalee with a total of 103,583 buffaloes which was about 56.3 percent of the total local 

buffalo population in the Island. 

 
 

10.4.2 Buffalo Rearing by Use 
 

As stated earlier Buffalo raising is not very important activity in the Estate Sector in Sri 

Lanka. However, in the Small Holding Sector, they are kept for multi purposes as shown in 

the following table. In the category of female population, about 55.3 percent was kept as 

milking cows but out of the total females, only 34.2 percent was reported as milking at the 

time of Census. 

 

Table 10.4.2.1: Number of Buffaloes by Use in Small Holding Sector-2014 
 

Use 
Female 

Use 
Male 

Local Improved Local Improved 

Milking at the Census time 54,768  25,124  Draught 10,080  13,202  

Milking not at the Census 

time 
32,119  17,110  Stud 10,907  9,262  

Heifers* 20,648  12,991  Calves (Less than 2 Years) 14,182  10,555  

Calves (Less than 2 Years) 31,676  29,566  Others (Old/Disable etc.) 2,530  7,148  

Others (Old/Disable etc.) 3,385  5,971        
 

Note: Small Holding Sector covered only above ¼ Acre category 

*Heifers defined as female cows above 2 years old who have not yet given a single calf 
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10.5: Goat Population 
 

About 19 percent of the livestock population reported at the Census was Goats. Out of the 

total number of Goats of 377,028, about 98.3 percent were reported from Small Holding 

Sector. The largest number of Goat population had been reported in Jaffna district (73,278) 

followed by Kurunegala (31,088), Batticaloa (30,621), Puttalam (28,398) and Kandy 

(20,448). These five districts accounted for about 47.9 percent of the Goat population in the 

Island. 

 

Figure 10.5:1 Goat Population in Small Holding Sector by Type and Sex – 2014  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Note: Small Holding Sector covered only above ¼ Acre category 

 

 

Table 10.5.1: Goat Population in Small Holding Sector - 2014 

 

    Local Improved Total 

Female 
Less than 6 months         73,897            22,335        96,232  

6 months and above         80,487            11,768        92,255  

Male 
Less than 6 months         49,233            16,622        65,855  

6 months and above         41,369             7,674        49,043  

Total       244,986            58,399       303,385  
  

Note: Small Holding Sector covered only above ¼ Acre category 

 

 
 

10.6 Sheep Population 
  

The total sheep population reported at the Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural activities 

was 7,569. The largest number of Sheep population has been reported in Puttalam district 

(4,178) followed by Jaffna (987), Kurunegala (978) and Anuradhapura (529). These four 

districts represent about 88.1 percent of the total sheep population in the island. 
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10.7: Swine Population 
 

About 6.5 percent of the livestock population reported at the Census was Swine. Out of the 

total number of swine of 117,910, about 92.4 percent were reported from Small Holding 

Sector. The largest number of Swine population had been reported in Puttalam district 

(53,796) followed by Gampaha (24,845) and Kurunegala (18,778). These three districts 

accounted for about 76.3 percent of the Swine population in the Island.  

 

Table 10.7.1: Swine Population in Small Holding Sector – 2014 

 

Type Local Improved Total 

Breeding 
Female              12,348              13,519              25,867  

Male              10,026              10,303              20,329  

Fattening Two months and above              21,211              25,934              47,145  

Other Less than 2 months                9,318                9,196              18,514  

Total              52,903              58,952            111,855  
 

Note: Small Holding Sector covered only above ¼ Acre category 

 

 

Figure 10.7.1: Swine Population in Small Holding Sector by Purpose of Rearing – 2014 

 

 
 
 

Note: Small Holding Sector covered only above ¼ Acre category 

 

 

10.8: Poultry 
 

The total poultry population recorded at the Economic Census 2013/14 – Agricultural 

activities was 24.4 million compared to the total of 15.6 million in the Census of Agriculture 

2002. Largest number of poultry was also reared in the four major districts Kurunegala, 

Puttalam, Gampaha and Kalutara. These four districts together accounted for about 65.4 

percent of the Island poultry population. 
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Table 10.8.1: Poultry Population in Small Holding and Estate Sector – 2014 

 

Purpose of Rearing 

Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 
Total 

Breeding 
Laying Hens 648,810  761,174  1,409,984  

Pullets and Growing Hens 510,695  274,503  785,198  

Improved Type of egg production 
Laying Hens 4,058,011  742,823  4,800,834  

Pullets and Growing Hens 1,828,631  150,151  1,978,782  

For Meat Production Broiler 7,581,251  4,606,137  12,187,388  

Local Varieties 
Laying Hens 1,057,668  3,664  1,061,332  

Cockbirds and others 1,210,192  3,406  1,213,598  

Total    16,895,258  6,541,858  23,437,116  
 

Note: Small Holding Sector covered only above ¼ Acre category 

 

 

 

Figure 10.8.1: Poultry Population in Small Holding and Estate Sector – 2014 

 

 
 

Note: Small Holding Sector covered only above ¼ Acre category 

 

 

 

10.9: Number of Holdings that Kept Other Livestock Reported by Holdings 

and Varieties 
 

Data related to Ducks, Turkeys, Quails, Sheeps and Rabbits was collected under Livestock in 

small holding sector. Ducks, Quails raising in Sri Lanka is mainly to obtain eggs and Sheep 

Turkeys & Rabbit for meat production. 
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Table 10.9.1: Other Livestock Population 

Kept Other Livestock in Small Holding Sector - 2014 

Type Number of Holdings Number 

Duck 2,548 13,056 

Turkeys 1,698 24,693 

Quails 369 15,447 

Rabbit 766 15,490 

 

According to the table 10.9.1 total number of Duck (13,056), Turkey (24,693), Quail (15,447) 

and Rabbit (15,490) were reported in Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities. 

 

Figure 10.9.1: Other Livestock Population 

 

 

 

 
 

10.10: Bee Culture 
 

10.10.1: Number of Holdings with Bee Culture and Number of Bee 

Colonies  
 

Data was collected related to Bee culture in small holding sector during the Economic Census 

2013/14 enumeration of Agricultural Activities. 

 

Accordingly, the reported number of Bee colonies was 30,506 in Sri Lanka. The Highest 

number of Bee colonies has been reported in Badulla district (7,034), followed by 

Kurunegala (4,604), Hambantota (2,146) and Nuwara Eliya (2,135). These four districts 

accounted for about 52.1 percent of the Bee colonies in the island.  

 

Bee colonies that collect honey under uncontrolled conditions is not included in this data.  
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Figure 10.10.1: Number of Bee Colonies by Districts in Small Holding Sector- 2014 
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Chapter 11 

Agricultural Machinery and Implements 
 

11.1: Introduction 
 

The use of machinery and implements in the agricultural activities has an effect on the 

productivity of Agriculture. The data related to agricultural machinery and implements and 

the sources of supply was collected from the Census of Agriculture - 2002 as well as in 

Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities. 

 

11.2: Agricultural Machinery and Implements Owned by Operators 
 

Information on main types of agricultural machinery and implements which are widely used 

in the agricultural activities was obtained to measure the level of mechanization in this sector. 

 

 

Table 11.2.1: Number of Agricultural Machinery and Implements Owned by 

Agricultural Operators in 2014, 2002 

 

Type of Machinery/Implement 

Number Owned by Operators  

2014 2002 

Total 

Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 
Total 

Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Four Wheel Tractor 31,570 29,543 2,027 16,547 15,088 1,459 

Two Wheel Tractor 133,912 132,695 1,217 59,380 58,693 687 

Hand Operated Sprayer 346,512 343,742 2,770 165,241 155,379 9,862 

Power Operated Sprayer 34,742 34,078 664 10,543 9,759 784 

Thresher with Winnowing Machine 6,740 6,683 57 
13,466 13,393 73 

Thresher 5,150 5,117 33 

Winnowing Fan  5,003 4,974 29 24,829 24,782 47 

Agricultural Water Pump 132,796 131,044 1,752 86,388 84,967 1,421 

Combine Harvester 3,012 2,993 19 * * * 

Seeding Machine 218 199 19 * * * 

Reaper 2,706 2,681 25 * * * 

Milking Machine 426 356 70 * * * 

Agricultural Grass Cutter 19,543 17,909 1,634 * * * 

Digging Machine 1,227 962 265 * * * 

Tea Harvesting Machine  227 143 84 * * * 

 

*Data was not available in agriculture census – 2002 
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In place wooden plough, the popular equipment used for the purpose of plough/harrow paddy 

fields are four wheel tractors and two wheel tractors in the country. As these tractors can be 

used for multi purposes in the activities related with agriculture like threshing the grain, 

transportation of agricultural products, etc., farmers tend to acquire these two types of tractors 

or hire them. As four wheel tractors are not affordable for small holders, two wheel tractors 

have become more popular during last two decades. There were 133,912 two wheel tractors 

owned by the operators in both small holding and Estate Sectors according to the Economic 

Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities whereas in case of four wheel tractors 31,570 were 

reported. In case of sprayers, the usage of hand (manually operated) sprayers (346,512) in 

both sectors is ten times more than that of power sprayers (34,742). The number of threshers 

owned by agricultural operators was accounted for 11,890, while irrigation pumps 132,796 

and winnowing fans 4,974 had been enumerated and majority of them were in Small Holding 

Sector. 

 

The availability i.e. owned by the operators of agricultural machinery and implements per 

thousand acres of agricultural land separately for small holding and Estate Sector is given 

below in table 11.2.2. 

 

 

Table 11.2.2: Availability of Agricultural Implements and Machinery (Owned) per 

Thousand Acres of Agricultural Land by Sector and Type of Implement – 2014, 2002 

 

Type of Machinery/Implement 

 

Number of Owned Machinery/Implement Available per 

Thousand Acres 

2014 2002 

Total 

Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 
Total 

Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Four Wheel Tractor 5.84 6.71 2.03 3.40 3.90 1.50 

Two Wheel Tractor 24.78 30.13 1.22 12.40 15.30 0.70 

Hand Operated Sprayer 64.02 78.04 2.77 34.40 40.40 10.40 

Power Operated Sprayer 6.42 7.72 0.66 2.20 2.50 0.80 

Thresher with Winnowing Machine 3.94 3.92 9.23 2.80 3.50 0.10 

Thresher 3.01 3.00 5.34  

18.00 22.10 1.50 
Winnowing Fan  2.92 2.91 4.70 

Agricultural Water Pump 24.58 29.75 1.75 5.20 6.40 0.00 

Combine Harvester 1.76 1.75 3.08 * * * 

Seeding Machine 0.13 0.12 3.08 * * * 

Reaper 1.58 1.57 4.05 * * * 

Agricultural Grass Cutter 11.41 10.50 264.62 * * * 

Digging Machine 0.72 0.56 42.91 * * * 

Tea Harvesting Machine  0.35 0.46 0.25 * * * 

*Data was not available in agriculture census 2002 
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On an average there were nearly 25 two wheel tractors per thousand acres of agricultural land 

whereas it was 30 and 1 respectively for Small Holding Sector and Estate Sector. In the case 

of four wheel tractors, nearly 6 four wheel tractors were used per thousand acres of 

agricultural land whereas it was 7 and 2 respectively for Small Holding Sector and Estate 

Sector. These ratios were worked out using only the tractors owned by the operators.  

 

There may be instances where the operator may have hired tractors which were owned by 

non-agricultural operators or institutions. These were not included in the count at the census. 

Similarly, there is a possibility that the tractors which were owned by operators could have 

been used for non-agricultural purposes. Therefore, it is difficult to work out the ratio of 

available machinery per thousand acres of agricultural land exclusively for agricultural 

purposes. However, these ratios give a rough indication of the extent of mechanization in the 

agricultural sector. In the case of sprayers, Ownership of manually operated sprayers are 64 

and power operated sprayers are 6 for Small Holding Sector tractors per thousand acres of 

agricultural land. 

 

The availability i.e. owned by the operators of agricultural machinery and implements per 

thousand agricultural households, for Small Holding Sector is given below in table 11.2.3. 

 

 

Table 11.2.3: Agricultural Machinery and Implements (Owned) per Thousand of 

Agricultural Household in Small Holding Sector 2014, 2002 

 

Type of Machinery/Implement 

  

Number of Owned Machinery/Implement  per 
Thousand Agricultural Household 

2014 2002 

Four Wheel Tractor   14.36  8.60 

Two Wheel Tractor   64.50 33.60 

Hand Operated Sprayer 167.09 89.00 

Power Operated Sprayer   16.57  5.60 

Thresher with Winnowing Machine     3.25  7.70 

Thresher     2.49 

Winnowing Fan      2.42 48.70 

Agricultural Water Pump   63.70 14.20 

Combine Harvester     1.45 * 

Seeding Machine     0.10 * 

Reaper     1.30 * 

Milking Machine     0.17 * 

Agricultural Grass Cutter     8.71 * 

Digging Machine     0.47 * 

Tea Harvesting Machine      0.07 * 
 

*Data was not available in agriculture census 2002 
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11.3: District-wise Distribution of Agricultural Machinery (Small Holding 

Sector) 
 

District-wise distribution of agricultural machinery per 1000 acres of paddy land is given in 
table 11.3.1. 

 
Table 11.3.1: Availability of Agricultural Machinery and Implements (Owned) per 

Thousand Acres by Type of Implement and District – 2014 

 

 

District 

Number of Owned Machinery/Implement Available per Thousand Acres 
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Colombo 2.3 12.3 20.3 2.7 6.7 18.2 17.1 8.5 1.2 0.1 3.4 8.9 

Gampaha 5.5 15.8 19.0 1.3 10.0 7.7 8.2 3.6 1.9 0.2 3.7 19.2 

Kalutara 1.3 7.4 23.2 1.2 6.0 12.2 12.7 1.5 0.2 0.1 2.6 2.3 

Kandy 2.1 13.4 67.5 2.7 6.1 6.3 6.4 4.8 0.5 0.3 1.6 1.6 

Matale 6.1 43.5 124.9 8.7 6.8 5.2 4.0 74.0 1.9 0.4 2.1 2.5 

Nuwara Eliya 0.8 13.6 446.4 53.4 3.6 3.0 4.4 122.4 0.4 0.3 0.4 5.2 

Galle 1.4 8.2 29.7 1.3 10.6 11.4 10.7 1.4 0.5 0.2 2.3 1.1 

Matara 2.8 12.5 26.4 0.7 10.2 8.7 11.1 1.0 1.0 0.2 2.4 2.1 

Hambantota 7.2 38.7 91.7 11.5 2.7 1.5 1.5 27.1 2.7 0.1 1.0 3.5 

Jaffna 15.0 21.2 152.9 10.5 1.5 1.3 6.6 244.5 1.3 0.1 0.8 0.1 

Mannar 14.4 29.0 60.3 2.2 0.2 0.4 0.2 74.9 1.6 0.2 1.4 0.1 

Vavuniya 11.1 9.8 69.2 4.0 1.7 1.2 1.3 109.8 1.5 0.1 1.2 0.1 

Mullaitivu 10.8 8.4 45.6 1.6 1.0 0.3 0.4 98.1 0.6 0.0 0.9 0.0 

Killinochchi 11.4 2.5 33.7 1.6 1.2 0.2 0.6 84.6 0.9 0.0 0.6 0.1 

Batticaloa 11.8 1.5 29.4 1.5 0.4 0.3 0.4 17.4 1.0 0.0 0.6 0.2 

Ampara 11.4 35.0 59.1 6.5 1.8 1.2 3.0 6.8 3.6 0.0 1.8 0.3 

Tricomalee 13.3 27.8 53.8 1.2 1.3 0.4 0.2 13.3 1.0 0.1 0.9 0.2 

Kurunegala 8.4 44.2 77.4 2.5 5.1 3.5 1.4 28.7 2.0 0.1 2.4 13.3 

Puttalam 7.4 23.1 52.9 3.1 3.1 1.2 1.0 43.5 1.8 0.1 2.0 6.2 

Anuradhapura 9.0 48.2 100.2 9.3 3.3 1.1 0.4 41.0 1.6 0.1 1.7 1.6 

Polonnaruwa 11.0 114.3 89.5 33.6 2.5 1.1 0.3 19.6 2.6 0.1 0.9 1.3 

Badulla 3.6 37.6 199.7 33.1 5.2 3.5 7.4 42.6 1.5 0.2 0.7 0.8 

Monaragala 7.6 17.2 65.0 4.5 4.1 3.6 2.9 13.3 1.5 0.1 1.1 2.2 

Ratnapura  1.2 8.8 67.7 3.2 9.6 9.9 8.8 8.1 1.2 0.4 1.5 1.5 

Kegalle 0.8 5.3 17.8 0.6 8.6 6.9 3.8 1.1 0.5 0.2 2.2 4.5 

Sri Lanka 6.7 30.1 77.9 7.7 3.9 3.0 2.9 29.7 1.8 0.1 1.6 4.1 

 

The table 11.3.1 shows that, the average numbers of four wheel tractors in Sri Lanka were 

reported as 6.7 percent in Economic Census, Agricultural Activities – 2014. The highest 

average reported in Jaffna (15.0) district and flowed Mannar (14.4), Trincomalee (13.3), 

Batticaloa (11.8), Kilinochchi, Ampara (11.4) respectively. 
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Then the average number two wheel tractors were five times of four wheel tractors. The 

highest average reported in Polonnaruwa (114.3) district and flowed by Anuradhapura (48.2), 

Kurunegala (44.2), Matale (43.5) respectively. 

Majority of Agricultural holdings used Agricultural water pumps. 
 

One third of two wheel tractors in Sri Lanka (132,695) were used in the districts namely; 

Polonnaruwa (22,611) and Anuradhapura (25,391) in the North Central province (See annex 

Table 37). 

District-wise distribution of agricultural machinery per 1000 household is given in table 

11.3.2. 
 

Table 11.3.2: Availability of Agricultural Machinery/Implements (Owned) per 

Thousand Agricultural Households and Type of Implement and District – 2014 
 

District 

Number of Owned Machinery/Implement Available per Thousand Agricultural Households 
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Colombo 3.0 16.3 26.9 3.6 2.2 5.9 5.6 11.3 0.4 0.0 1.1 0.1 11.8 1.0 0.1 

Gampaha 7.2 20.8 25.0 1.7 3.0 2.3 2.5 4.7 0.6 0.1 1.1 0.2 25.3 0.9 0.0 

Kalutara 2.2 12.0 37.7 1.9 2.4 4.9 5.1 2.5 0.1 0.0 1.0 0.0 3.8 0.2 0.1 

Kandy 2.6 16.9 84.9 3.4 1.5 1.6 1.6 6.0 0.1 0.1 0.4 0.1 2.1 0.1 0.1 

Matale 11.4 80.7 232.0 16.2 4.4 3.4 2.6 137.5 1.2 0.2 1.4 0.4 4.6 0.3 0.0 

Nuwara Eliya 0.6 11.1 364.6 43.6 0.6 0.5 0.7 99.9 0.1 0.0 0.1 0.2 4.3 0.2 0.1 

Galle 2.0 11.4 41.2 1.9 3.2 3.4 3.2 1.9 0.2 0.1 0.7 0.6 1.6 0.2 0.1 

Matara 4.3 19.7 41.5 1.1 3.8 3.3 4.1 1.6 0.4 0.1 0.9 0.0 3.2 0.2 0.0 

Hambantota 15.3 82.2 194.5 24.3 2.2 1.2 1.2 57.6 2.2 0.1 0.8 0.1 7.5 0.4 0.1 

Jaffna 17.9 25.3 182.2 12.5 0.9 0.8 4.0 291.4 0.8 0.1 0.5 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.0 

Mannar 55.0 110.2 229.4 8.5 0.4 1.1 0.4 284.9 4.3 0.5 3.7 0.0 0.3 0.0 0.0 

Vavuniya 27.0 23.8 167.5 9.7 1.7 1.2 1.4 265.9 1.5 0.1 1.2 0.0 0.3 0.1 0.0 

Mullaitivu 30.1 23.5 127.6 4.4 1.3 0.4 0.5 274.3 0.8 0.0 1.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Killinochchi 34.8 7.6 102.3 4.7 2.4 0.5 1.1 256.8 1.7 0.1 1.2 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.0 

Batticaloa 34.4 4.4 86.1 4.4 1.0 0.7 0.9 50.8 2.3 0.1 1.5 0.1 0.6 0.1 0.0 

Ampara 34.6 106.1 179.1 19.6 3.8 2.6 6.6 20.5 7.8 0.1 3.9 0.1 0.8 0.1 0.0 

Tricomalee 32.7 68.1 131.9 2.9 2.5 0.8 0.5 32.6 1.9 0.1 1.7 0.1 0.4 0.1 0.1 

Kurunegala 16.6 86.7 151.9 4.9 3.5 2.4 1.0 56.3 1.4 0.1 1.6 0.2 26.0 1.3 0.0 

Puttalam 15.3 47.7 109.1 6.3 1.7 0.6 0.5 89.7 1.0 0.0 1.1 0.2 12.8 0.7 0.0 

Anuradhapura 25.7 137.1 285.1 26.6 5.0 1.7 0.7 116.7 2.4 0.1 2.6 0.1 4.7 0.3 0.1 

Polonnaruwa 27.7 287.1 224.7 84.3 4.6 2.1 0.6 49.3 4.9 0.2 1.7 0.1 3.3 0.3 0.0 

Badulla 5.7 59.8 317.7 52.7 3.2 2.2 4.5 67.9 0.9 0.1 0.4 0.1 1.3 0.1 0.1 

Monaragala 22.2 50.5 190.7 13.2 3.5 3.1 2.5 39.0 1.3 0.1 0.9 0.1 6.4 0.2 0.1 

Ratnapura  1.9 14.2 109.6 5.2 2.4 2.4 2.2 13.1 0.3 0.1 0.4 0.2 2.4 0.2 0.1 

Kegalle 1.3 8.1 27.2 1.0 1.9 1.5 0.8 1.7 0.1 0.0 0.5 0.1 6.9 0.3 0.1 

Sri Lanka 12.8 57.7 149.4 14.8 2.9 2.2 2.2 57.0 1.3 0.1 1.2 0.2 7.8 0.4 0.1 
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11.4: Usage of Agricultural Machinery by Source of Supply (Small Holding 

Sector) 
 

Table 11.4.1 shows the usage of agricultural machinery and implements by type of 

implements and the source of supply (owned or hired or other sources) 

 

Table 11.4.1: Usage on Number of Agricultural Implements and Machinery by Type 

and Source of Supply  

Type of Machinery/Implement 

 

2014 

Owned Rented 
From 

Others 

Four Wheel Tractor 29,543 278,557 4,332 

Two Wheel Tractor 132,695 396,423 9,562 

Hand Operated Sprayer 343,742 388,731 62,596 

Power Operated Sprayer 34,078 49,592 4,523 

Thresher with Winnowing Machine 6,683 249,933 1,505 

Thresher 5,117 103,140 766 

Winnowing Fan  4,974 60,421 1,057 

Agricultural Water Pump 131,044 22,374 7,343 

Combine Harvester 2,993 175,197 694 

Seeding Machine 199 907 172 

Reaper 2,681 64,621 1,015 

Milking Machine 356 336 173 

Agricultural Grass Cutter 17,909 4,110 904 

Digging Machine 962 3,393 246 

Tea Harvesting Machine  143 106 116 
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Chapter 12 

Aquaculture 
 

12.1: Introduction 
 

Sri Lanka has potential to develop Aquaculture, with large freshwater and brackish water 

resources available in the country, there was virtually no aquaculture carried until the 

beginning of 1980. Sri Lanka is more or less designed for aquaculture with a total coastline of 

approximately 1,700 km. The total extent of lagoons and estuaries has been estimated to be 

121,000 hectares. Nowadays Sri Lanka is expecting a rapid expansion in aquaculture.  

 

12.2: Number of Households that Engaged in Aquaculture by Type of 

Water Used in the Aqua Farms 
 

During the enumeration of the Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities, data was 

collected for Aquaculture in Small Holding Sector. Information has been collected on 

aquaculture Farming & Breeding in fresh water, brackish water, fresh water & brackish water 

and in sea water. Farming & Breeding of fish such as Tilapia, Carf  in fresh water, Prawns, 

Crabs in brackish water (bays), above fish in fresh & brackish water and Sea mussels, Oyster, 

Cuttlefish and Sea Weeds in sea water. About 3,324 agricultural operators operated aqua 

farms farming & breeding in fresh water, 1,007 agricultural operators operated in brackish 

water, 191 operators in fresh & brackish water and 334 operators in sea water aquaculture 

activities. (See Annex table 38) 

 

Highest number of aquacultural operators operating aqua farm in fresh water is reported in 

Gampaha (429) district, followed by Polonnaruwa (385), Kurunegala (367), Kalutara (324) 

and Galle (228) districts. These five districts accounted for about 52.1 percent of households 

that used fresh water for aqua farms. 

 
Then the highest number of aquacultural operators operating aqua farm in brackish water is 

reported in Puttalam (348) district, followed by Gampaha (225) and Hambantota (133) 

districts. These three districts accounted for about 70.1 percent of households that used 

brackish water for aqua farms. The highest number of aquacultural operators operating aqua 

farm in sea water is reported also in Puttalam (132) district, followed by Gampaha (78) and 

Kilinochchi (45) districts. These three districts accounted for about 76.3 percent of 

households that used sea water for aqua farms. 
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Figure 12.2.1: Number of Households that Engaged in Aquaculture by Type of Water 

Used in the Aqua Farms 

 

 
 

 

 

12.3: Number of Holdings Engaged in Aquaculture and System of 

Aquaculture by Type of Activity  

  
Detailed information of the aquacultural activities engaged using aquacultural methods was 

gathered by the Agricultural enumeration using aquaculture methodologies such as; 

Reservoirs (Structures made by blocking a river, stream or a water way or by delving into an 

area), Ponds (A water structure created by humans by delving into an area. This is surrounded 

by a man-made bund with controlled in and out system), Cages (covered by net or slats which 

is used for aqua farm. Water can go through these nets & slats) and Other (Pens/ Rafts). A 

pen is a structure in a water area separated by a net or slats to use for aqua farming. These 

nets are secured by vertical wooden poles or pillars (Water can go through these nets). Rafts 

is a structure which floats and made of wood, twigs or bamboo tubes. 

 

Data has been gathered on aquaculture activity under three items; Growth out (Growth of fish 

from worm to post-worm phase of the lifecycle), Breeding (Growth from post-worm to 

fingerlings) and Rearing (Bringing fingerlings to consumption form). 
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Figure 12.3.1: Number of Holdings Engaged in Aquaculture and System of Aquaculture 

by Type of Activity 

 

 

12.4: Number of Holdings Engaged in Aquaculture and System of 

Aquaculture by Type of Activity - 2014 

1,286 operators operate aquaculture in reservoirs, ponds, cages and others (pens, rafts) for 

Growth Out (21.36 %). About 2,965 operators are engaged in aquaculture for Breeding 

(49.26%) in reservoirs, ponds, cages and other (pens/rafts). About 1,768 operators are 

engaged in aquaculture for Rearing (29.37%) in reservoirs, ponds, cages and other. (See 

Annex Table 39)  

 

12.5: Number of Holdings Operated Aqua Farms by Main Specie Culture 

Considering these data from number (6,260) of households engaged in aquaculture in Small 

Holding Sector. Information on aqua cultural methods reveals that 1,603 aqua cultural 

operators raise fish (for consumption) in reservoirs, ponds, cages and other (pens / rafts),  725 

operators raise shrimp/ prawns, 2,871 operators raise ornamental fish, 1,468 operators grow 

aquatic plants/sea weeds and 1,185 operators raise crabs, lobsters/ sea cucumbers. (See 

Annex Table 40) 
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Figure 12.5.1: Number of Holdings Operated Aqua Farms by Main Specie Culture  
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Chapter 13 

Water Source, Fertilizer and Pesticide 
 

13.1: Water Source 

13.1.1: Introduction 

Sri Lanka‟s radial network of rivers begins in the central highlands. There are about 103 

distinct river basins covering 90 percent of the island with a total length of about 4,500 km. 

In addition, there are a significant number of reservoirs including ancient irrigation reservoirs 

and recently constructed multi-purpose reservoirs with a total area of 169,941 hectares. In Sri 

Lanka, irrigation schemes can be classed as major irrigation, medium irrigation and minor 

irrigation. For the crop cultivation purpose, this report considers major irrigation, minor 

irrigation, rainfed, agro well and tube well. 

 

 13.1.2: Source of Water for Seasonal Crops Cultivation 

Information has been collected during the Enumeration stage of Agricultural activities of 

Economic Census – 2013/14 on source of water used for seasonal crops cultivation under 

source of water in small holding sector. 
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Table 13.1.1: Extent under Seasonal Crop Cultivation by Source of Water and District - 

2014 

        Extent in acres 

District 

Extent by Source of Water*  

Major Minor  Rainfed  
Agro 

Well/Pond 

Tube Well 

(Under 

Ground 

Water) 

Colombo 928 1,810 13,173 242 469 

Gampaha 4,272 7,942 50,327 567 1,942 

Kalutara 428 2,788 54,549 399 608 

Kandy 11,881 17,649 34,067 626 940 

Matale 18,540 26,316 36,538 8,580 1,369 

Nuwara Eliya 3,265 17,263 25,075 1,271 1,439 

Galle 457 1,568 61,622 348 902 

Matara 9,523 7,172 47,144 300 568 

Hambantota 75,029 14,677 35,374 940 1,268 

Jaffna - - 36,254 12,698 2,119 

Mannar 16,293 2,770 4,773 1,538 833 

Vavuniya 3,647 16,510 24,682 9,095 1,531 

Mullaitivu 11,785 9,332 21,491 2,029 517 

Killinochchi 18,831 1,283 30,200 2,928 1,344 

Batticaloa 19,779 4,844 62,093 577 1,739 

Ampara 111,057 7,308 64,448 1,014 761 

Tricomalee 28,022 10,699 29,672 2,512 251 

Kurunegala 35,012 69,967 166,414 14,843 21,042 

Puttalam 12,373 20,129 45,877 2,507 11,379 

Anuradhapura 135,877 55,407 168,993 23,966 2,262 

Polonnaruwa 125,069 11,904 23,088 3,049 745 

Badulla 34,836 40,234 75,536 2,042 1,392 

Monaragala 20,982 24,646 140,358 3,328 503 

Ratnapura  12,812 18,379 43,990 961 1,007 

Kegalle - 3,512 49,447 244 604 

Sri Lanka 710,700 394,103 1,345,187 96,603 57,532 

*More than one source of water used for cultivation. 

According to the Census of Economic Census 2013/14 - Agricultural Activities, total extent 

of seasonal crops cultivated using rainfed system is reported as 1,345,187 acres. Total extent 

under the major irrigation scheme, minor irrigation scheme, using agro well/pond and using 

tube well are reported as 710,700 acres, 394,103 acres, 96,603 acres and 57,532 acres 

respectively.  

The highest extent under the rainfed system is reported in Anuradhapura district (168,993 

acres) and followed by Kurunegala district (166,414 acres). Highest extent under the major 
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and minor irrigation system reported in Anuradhapura district (135,876 acres) and 

Kurunegala district (69,962 acres) respectively.   

 

Table 13.1.2: Number of Parcels under Seasonal Crops (Except Paddy) Cultivation in 

Small Holding Sector by Source of Water - 2014 

Source of Water Number of Parcels 

Major scheme 56,924 

Minor scheme 82,286 

Rainfed 1,066,075 

Agro Well/Pond 101,343 

Tube Well (Under ground Water) 77,204 

 

13.1.3: Number of Parcels under Crop Cultivation (except paddy) by 

Water Supply Method and District 

Information has been collected on water supply method used for seasonal crop cultivation 

except paddy cultivation under water supply in small holding sector. Kurunegala (25,876) 

district has the highest number of parcel using motor or other pumping equipment to supply 

water and other districts that have highest number of parcels are Jaffna (23,659), 

Anuradhapura (23,652) Nuwara Eliya (17,654) and Puttalam (14,092). Percentage of districts 

that have highest number of parcels using water supply methods such as motor or other 

pumping equipment is 56.86%. Nuwara Eliya district (5,228) has the highest number of 

parcels using sprinklers/drips as the water supply method and other districts that have highest 

number of parcels are Badulla (2,760) Kurunegala (1,219) and Puttalam (1,211). Percentage 

of above districts that have highest number of parcels using sprinklers/drips as the water 

supply method is 71.10%. Canals are used as the water supply method in higher number of 

parcels in Badulla (37,018) district and other districts having highest number of parcels are 

Anuradhapura (18,687), Nuwara Eliya (16,664), Kandy (9,402) and Matale (8,420). 

Percentage of these districts that have highest number of parcels supplying water through 

canals is 74.36%. 
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Table 13.1.3: Number of Parcels under Crop Cultivation (Except Paddy) by Water 

Supply Method and District - 2014 

District 

Water Supply Method 

Motor or Other 

Pumping 

Equipment  

Sprinklers/Drip  Canal Other 

Colombo 1,176 91 312 1,651 

Gampaha 3,031 71 756 4,647 

Kalutara 1,112 76 558 4,522 

Kandy 1,508 170 9,402 7,940 

Matale 11,387 384 8,420 2,263 

Nuwara Eliya 17,654 5,228 16,664 19,320 

Galle 899 414 293 5,442 

Matara 466 87 539 4,021 

Hambantota 6,929 134 5,280 2,299 

Jaffna 23,659 350 94 854 

Mannar 2,104 116 436 982 

Vavuniya 9,247 121 1,185 2,058 

Mullaitivu 4,663 212 1,271 4,312 

Kilinochchi 5,380 155 244 2,619 

Batticaloa 4,566 453 642 5,049 

Ampara 3,412 262 3,922 5,479 

Trincomalee 3,348 480 307 2,239 

Kurunegala 25,876 1,219 3,840 15,488 

Puttalam 14,092 1,211 1,019 4,558 

Anuradhapura 23,652 251 18,687 23,194 

Polonnaruwa 5,014 75 5,153 6,216 

Badulla 9,239 2,760 37,018 21,444 

Monaragala 3,077 69 2,223 3,189 

Ratnapura 2,709 221 2,396 5,965 

Kegalle 331 42 624 3,332 

Sri Lanka 184,531 14,652 121,285 159,083 

  

13.2: Usage of Fertilizer  

13.2.1: Introduction 

Use of chemical fertilizers for food crops in Sri Lanka is started in early part of 1950. 

However wide spread application of chemical fertilizers for food crops commenced in 1960. 

In order to promote balanced use of plant nutrients, fertilizer mixtures containing Nitrogen, 

Phosphorous and Potassium nutrients had been recommended during early stages.  Policy 

changed in 1990 by recommending straight fertilizers instead of fertilizer mixtures for food 

crop cultivation in Sri Lanka. This policy decision was taken in order to provide opportunity 

for farmers to make necessary adjustments in fertilizer application for optimum yield. 



 
 

 
 

Department of Census & Statistics 

 
Page 125 

ECONOMIC CENSUS 2013/14 – AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

13.2.2: Usage of Fertilizer for Crop Cultivation 

Data has been collected on use of fertilizer under crop cultivation in small holding sector. 

Kurunegala (129,888) district has the highest number of agriculture holdings using only 

chemical fertilizers. Other districts that have higher number of agriculture holdings using 

only chemical fertilizers are Rathnapura (111,875), Anuradhapura (106,211), Galle (97,835), 

Matara (72,553) and Kalutara (59,307). Percentage of districts where majority of the 

agriculture holdings use only chemical fertilizer is 52.72%. Highest number of agriculture 

holdings using only organic fertilizers is reported from Kandy (10,895) district. Other 

districts that have highest number of agriculture holdings using only organic fertilizer are 

Kurunegala (10,246), Gampaha (6,222), Jaffna (6,061) and Puttalam (5,217). Percentage of 

above districts that have highest number of agriculture holdings using only organic fertilizer 

is 45%. Highest number of agriculture holdings using both chemical and organic fertilizers is 

reported from Badulla (50,530) district. Other districts having highest number of agriculture 

holdings are Nuwara Eliya (43,496), Kurunegala (27,774), Kandy (19,579) and Jaffna 

(17,561). Percentage of districts where majority of the agriculture holdings use both chemical 

and organic fertilizer is 58.61%. 

 

Table 13.2.1: Using Fertilizer for Crop Cultivation by Type of Fertilizer and Crop - 

2014 

Crop 

Chemical Fertilizer Organic Fertilizer  

Extent in 

Acres 
Amount (MT) 

Extent in Acres 

Tea 866,751 179,640 25,406 

Rubber 55,338 6,582 1,261 

Coconut 99,984 25,563 36,823 

Other-perennial crops 168,815 39,360 25,888 

Paddy 3,198,127 233,814 274,895 

Other seasonal crops 513,744 92,464 88,836 

Total 4,902,759 577,425 453,109 

MT: Metric Ton 

When considered the application of fertilizer in crop cultivation, 4,902,759 acres are used 

Chemical Fertilizer and reported amount is 577,425 MT While 453,109 acres are used 

Organic Fertilizer. Maximum extent under both of Chemical & Organic fertilizer is reported 

from Paddy cultivation. Those are 3,198,127 acres and 274,895 acres respectively. 
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Table 13.2.2: Number of Holdings Using Fertilizer for Crop Cultivation by Type and 

District - 2014 

District 

Total No. of 

Holding with the 

Status of Using  

Fertilizer 

Type of Fertilizer 

Chemical Only Organic Only  
Chemical and 

Organic  

Colombo 16,509 10,311 2,875 3,323 

Gampaha 50,209 34,592 6,222 9,395 

Kalutara 67,203 59,307 4,270 3,626 

Kandy 67,139 36,665 10,895 19,579 

Matale 43,975 32,430 2,970 8,575 

Nuwara Eliya 70,854 25,260 2,098 43,496 

Galle 105,570 97,835 3,837 3,898 

Matara 84,318 72,553 4,567 7,198 

Hambantota 53,446 34,465 2,540 16,441 

Jaffna 29,231 5,609 6,061 17,561 

Mannar 7,053 6,505 177 371 

Vavuniya 11,415 10,021 403 991 

Mullaitivu 10,961 9,760 600 601 

Killinochchi 13,279 10,295 1,789 1,195 

Batticaloa 26,400 17,407 1,753 7,240 

Ampara 52,900 47,098 2,127 3,675 

Tricomalee 22,973 21,054 1,039 880 

Kurunegala 167,908 129,888 10,246 27,774 

Puttalam 43,417 29,541 5,217 8,659 

Anuradhapura 112,248 106,211 1,939 4,098 

Polonnaruwa 55,311 40,118 3,407 11,786 

Badulla 102,781 48,129 4,122 50,530 

Monaragala 59,843 52,023 1,925 5,895 

Ratnapura  122,369 111,875 1,844 8,650 

Kegalle 55,573 46,834 3,023 5,716 

Sri Lanka 1,452,885 1,095,786 85,946 271,153 
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13.3: Usage of Pesticides  

13.3.1: Introduction 

Sri Lanka, the pest control is mostly dependent on the use of synthetic pesticides. Pesticides 

are imported to the country as ready to use products in handy packages, bulk formulations or 

technical materials for local formulations. At percent, over thousand brand pesticides 

products are registered. 

 

13.3.2: Usage of Pesticide for Crop Cultivation 

Data has been collected on use of pesticides in small holdings. Kurunegala (137,530) district 

has the highest number of agriculture holdings using only chemical pesticides. In addition to 

Kurunegala district, districts such as Anuradhapura (98,825), Badulla (70,290), Monaragala 

(52,822) and Nuwara Eliya (49,527) also have highest number of agriculture holdings using 

only chemical pesticides. Percentage of these districts where majority of agriculture holdings 

use only chemical pesticides is 44%. Also Kurunegala (1,732) district has the highest number 

of agriculture holdings using only organic pesticides. Other districts which have highest 

number of holdings using organic pesticides are, Kandy (1,701), Gampaha (1,088), Badulla 

(937), Galle (786) and Kegalle (748). Percentage of these districts where majority of holdings 

use only organic pesticides is 49.44%. Badulla (11,094) district has the highest number of 

agriculture holdings using both chemical and organic pesticides. Other districts likewise are 

Nuwara Eliya (8,344), Kurunegala (6,263), Kandy (3,654), Ampara (2,797), Gampaha 

(2,738), Matale (2,296) Monaragala (2,294) and Hambantota (2,067). Percentage of these 

districts where majority of agriculture holdings use both chemical and organic pesticides is 

70.6%. 

Table 13.3.1: Number of Holdings Using Pesticides for Crop Cultivation by Type - 2014 

Type of Pesticide Number of Holdings 

Chemical 929,858 

Organic 14,142 

Chemical & Organic 58,839 
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Figure 13.3.1: Number of Holdings Using Pesticides for Crop Cultivation by Type -2014 

 

 

Table 13.3.2: Number of Holdings Using Pesticides for Crop Cultivation by Type and 

District - 2014 

District 

Type of Pesticide 

Chemical Pesticide 

Only 

Organic Pesticide 

Only  

Chemical and Organic 

Pesticide 

Colombo 7,286 541 1,147 

Gampaha 21,981 1,088 2,738 

Kalutara 26,936 510 1,262 

Kandy 31,627 1,701 3,654 

Matale 33,527 451 2,296 

Nuwara Eliya 49,527 530 8,344 

Galle 31,553 786 1,387 

Matara 32,571 554 1,529 

Hambantota 44,884 649 2,067 

Jaffna 20,838 258 1,690 

Mannar 6,598 47 274 

Vavuniya 11,080 352 552 

Mullaitivu 10,001 133 313 

Killinochchi 10,767 151 519 

Batticaloa 23,149 184 1,580 

Ampara 46,982 305 2,797 

Tricomalee 21,831 258 185 

Kurunegala 137,530 1,732 6,263 

Puttalam 23,192 515 994 

Anuradhapura 98,825 578 1,365 

Polonnaruwa 49,133 396 1,338 

Badulla 70,290 937 11,094 

Monaragala 52,822 346 2,294 

Ratnapura  48,296 392 1,856 

Kegalle 18,632 748 1,301 

Sri Lanka 929,858 14,142 58,839 
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Table 1: Land Utilization within Agricultural Holding by Districts (Small Holding Sector) - 2014 

         
Extent in Acres 

District 

Total Area 

of Holdings 

Asweddumized 

paddy land 

Permanent 

crops 

Temporary 

crops 

Forestry Abundant 

paddy land 

pasture Rocky, Marshy 

land & other 

land under 

house, 

buildings 

Lands not 

classified 

elsewhere 

Sri Lanka     4,404,599          1,706,410      1,761,721         409,642           69,162           35,980         148,519                23,435         179,897           69,833  

Colombo 48,356               11,091  27,586  1,286  408  829  760                     327  4,912  1,157  

Gampaha 149,658               33,855  94,558  2,229  1,656  2,877  1,588                  1,016  10,633  1,246  

Kalutara 154,539               38,605  86,382  2,588  1,373  5,381  5,666                  1,056  8,083  5,405  

Kandy 173,066               34,888  106,354  6,458  4,611  2,924  4,601                  1,286  8,982  2,962  

Matale 144,307               51,100  66,014  11,353  3,642  392  4,294                     961  5,393  1,158  

Nuwara Eliya 69,223               13,892  28,761  14,502  2,412  585  3,784                     495  3,912  879  

Galle 177,095               38,645  107,582  1,771  943  4,346  6,828                  1,651  11,744  3,584  

Matara 169,920               40,443  104,646  1,630  1,454  3,145  4,412                  1,435  9,259  3,496  

Hambantota 222,831               86,341  95,950  17,631  3,991  649  6,750                     810  7,129  3,579  

Jaffna 52,979               26,039  11,992  7,047  22  169  758                       88  3,551  3,314  

Mannar 34,458               24,955  5,178  2,414  1  372  717                       14  436  371  

Vavuniya 64,348               26,815  16,687  13,572  43  469  3,304                       34  2,203  1,220  

Mullaitivu 61,387               29,283  13,749  9,267  31  928  3,570                       86  2,883  1,590  

Killinochchi 65,303               43,409  10,356  4,547  4  567  2,105                     127  2,799  1,389  

Batticaloa 103,424               84,271  5,943  8,164  11  323  997                       58  2,225  1,432  

Ampara 208,750             148,607  14,713  28,114  4,326  346  3,897                     876  5,068  2,803  

Tricomalee 84,456               67,398  4,699  4,707  959  862  1,912                     212  2,166  1,541  

Kurunegala 566,759             202,036  279,091  25,586  8,660  1,239  19,546                  4,494  22,584  3,523  

Puttalam 188,658               47,899  98,942  13,134  3,676  1,400  12,178                     641  7,466  3,321  

Anuradhapura 528,498             278,994  87,537  106,206  8,458  656  20,300                  1,384  15,716            9,247  

Polonnaruwa 197,350             147,087  23,947  6,742  3,905  818  5,461                     701  5,400  3,289  

Badulla 197,348               76,386  59,493  33,812  4,000  637  8,526                     853  8,711  4,930  

Monaragala 303,163               88,598  113,893  75,557  7,064  242  6,568                  1,493  7,558  2,190  

Ratnapura  273,390               42,066  183,441  8,690  2,390  3,183  14,949                  1,920  13,143  3,608  

Kegalle 165,334               23,705        114,225  2,635  5,122  2,640  5,045                  1,419  7,943  2,600  

  

131
 



Table 1: Land Utilization within Agricultural Holding by Districts (Estate Sector) – 2014 (Cont……..) 

         
Extent in Acres 

District Total Area of 

Holdings 

Asweddumized 

Paddy Land 

Permanent 

Crops 

Temporary 

Crops 

Forestry Abundant 

Paddy 

Land 

Pasture Rocky, 

Marshy Land 

& Other 

Land 

under 

House, 

Buildings 

Lands not 

Classified 

Elsewhere 

Sri Lanka 999,001  6,175 720,071          28,807  35,303  1,871  104,185          22,505  42,779  37,305  

Colombo 16,968                 55  13,211               358  563  55  805               384  1,123  414  

Gampaha 20,795               180  17,779               640  294  78  409               542  574  299  

Kalutara 68,044               170  53,574               912  425  514  3,281            2,376  3,339  3,453  

Kandy 81,197                 25  44,467            1,003  6,712  86  15,599            2,549  4,597  6,159  

Matale 39,234               241  24,292            1,175  2,046  21  6,678               924  2,612  1,245  

Nuwara Eliya 158,922                   5  137,321            1,230  3,098  4  7,395            2,303  6,405  1,161  

Galle 33,514               215  23,433               261  430  65  2,392            1,594  2,403  2,721  

Matara 37,879               381  27,386            1,188  821  207  4,333               623  1,038  1,902  

Hambantota 12,189               250  4,920            1,878  588  9  3,504               149  162  729  

Jaffna 762                 -    381               285  26                 -    24                   9  16  21  

Mannar 7,350                 17  6,571               640  2                 -    23                 -    6  91  

Vavuniya 339                 54  161               104  -                   -    1                 -    19                 -    

Mullaitivu 2,451                 50  1,280               117  1  36  895                   2  21  49  

Killinochchi 9,740               258  9,003               371  -                   -    46                 -    6  56  

Batticaloa 3,911                   8  1,940               142  256                 -    1,116                 22  179  248  

Ampara 6,594                 32  1,170               286  2,161  98  2,686                 15  127  19  

Tricomalee 3,903               128  1,727               649  50                 -    150                 40  91  1,068  

Kurunegala 106,015            2,475  81,860            9,647  557  240  7,141            1,458  1,730  907  

Puttalam 66,990               335  52,709            2,461  3,923  244  4,779               231  1,128  1,180  

Anuradhapura 7,979               404  2,073               556  530  11  3,087                 86  625  607  

Polonnaruwa 11,844               312  3,293               625  734  5  4,989               146  840  900  

Badulla 97,880                 45  69,140               970  7,618  2  7,882            2,815  6,971  2,437  

Monaragala 17,278               285  11,647               777  386  4  888               157  461  2,673  

Ratnapura  98,752               168  67,037            1,196  2,849  77  16,838            2,744  4,216  3,627  

Kegalle 88,471                 82  63,697            1,335  1,233  115  9,244            3,336  4,090  5,339  

1
3
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        Table 2: Agricultural Land under Small Holdings and Estate Sector by District – 2014 
Extent in acres 

District 

Total 

Small Holding Sector 

Estate Sector 
Total Less than or equal 1/4 acre Above 1/4 acre  

Number of 

Holdings 

Extent Number of 

Holdings 

Extent Number of 

Holdings 

Extent Number of 

Holdings 

Extent Number of 

Holdings 

Extent 

Sri Lanka 4,353,121  5,643,277  4,345,674  4,644,276    2,034,331       239,677  2,311,343  4,404,599  7,447  999,001  

Colombo 275,827  87,066  275,702  70,098  241,311  21,742  34,391  48,356  125  16,968  

Gampaha 448,248  208,796  447,803  188,001  336,914  38,343  110,889  149,658  445  20,795  

Kalutara 256,388 239,978 256,055 171,934 158,241 17,395 97,814 154,539 333 68,044 

Kandy 256,003  268,193  255,647  186,996  116,586  13,930  139,061  173,066  356  81,197  

Matale 108,300  187,708  108,019  148,474  29,839  4,167  78,180  144,307  281  39,234  

Nuwara Eliya 119,726  231,005  119,470  72,083  34,308  2,860  85,162  69,223  256  158,922  

Galle 245,644  223,417  245,380  189,903  116,279  12,808  129,101  177,095  264  33,514  

Matara 191,133  217,079  190,833  179,200  80,407  9,280  110,426  169,920  300  37,879  

Hambantota 154,732  242,921  154,613  230,732  48,578  7,901  106,035  222,831  119  12,189  

Jaffna 133,852  66,401  133,839  65,639  90,423  12,660  43,416  52,979  13  762  

Mannar 20,626  42,905  20,618  35,555  11,357  1,097  9,261  34,458  8  7,350  

Vavuniya 38,477  66,694  38,468  66,355  13,097  2,007  25,371  64,348  9  339  

Mullaitivu 28,894  65,050  28,852  62,599  6,320  1,212  22,532  61,387  42  2,451  

killinochchi 28,000  76,233  27,824  66,493  5,542  1,190  22,282  65,303  176  9,740  

Batticaloa 129,952  117,153  129,895  113,242  95,433  9,818  34,462  103,424  57  3,911  

Ampara 157,309  223,869  157,276  217,275  88,032  8,525  69,244  208,750  33  6,594  

Trincomalee 76,859  93,457  76,852  89,554  43,457  5,098  33,395  84,456  7  3,903  

Kurunegala 409,829  691,479  408,003  585,464  117,451  18,705  290,552  566,759  1,826  106,015  

Puttalam 185,202  266,639  183,829  199,649  92,231  10,991  91,598  188,658  1,373  66,990  

Anuradhapura 223,966  543,170  223,896  535,191  41,062  6,693  182,834  528,498  70  7,979  

Polonnaruwa 106,622  213,459  106,560  201,615  26,947  4,265  79,613  197,350  62  11,844  

Badulla 189,185  301,449  188,962  203,569  60,192  6,221  128,770  197,348  223  97,880  

Monaragala 120,890  322,736  120,789  305,458  16,147  2,295  104,642  303,163  101  17,278  

Rathnapura 250,408         381,556         249,794         282,804           77,563             9,414         172,231         273,390  614  98,752  

Kegalle 197,049  264,865  196,695  176,394  86,614  11,060  110,081  165,334  354  88,471  
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 Table 3: Agricultural Operators Classified by Main/Sub Operator and Sex in Small Holding Sector - 2014 
 

          
 District  

 Main Operator   Sub Operator   Total  

 Total  Male  Female   Total  Male  Female   Total  Male  Female  

Sri Lanka    2,300,782     1,872,713         428,069           10,584             6,920             3,664     2,311,366     1,879,633         431,733  

Colombo          34,249           27,746             6,503                 142                   68                   74           34,391           27,814             6,577  

Gampaha        110,456           88,288           22,168                 433                 257                 176         110,889           88,545           22,344  

Kalutara          97,014           77,287           19,727                 800                 480                 320           97,814           77,767           20,047  

Kandy        138,268         109,831           28,437                 793                 426                 367         139,061         110,257           28,804  

Matale          77,906           64,540           13,366                 274                 211                   63           78,180           64,751           13,429  

Nuwara Eliya          84,874           72,300           12,574                 288                 206                   82           85,162           72,506           12,656  

Galle        128,490         101,786           26,704                 611                 366                 245         129,101         102,152           26,949  

Matara        109,830           89,413           20,417                 596                 402                 194         110,426           89,815           20,611  

Hambantota        105,629           87,513           18,116                 406                 322                   84         106,035           87,835           18,200  

Jaffna          43,223           35,265             7,958                 193                   76                 117           43,416           35,341             8,075  

Mannar            9,168             7,986             1,182                   93                   77                   16             9,261             8,063             1,198  

Vavuniya          25,344           19,745             5,599                   27                   22                      5           25,371           19,767             5,604  

Mullaitivu          22,451           17,081             5,370                   99                   66                   33           22,550           17,147             5,403  

Kilinochchi          22,148           17,308             4,840                 138                   65                   73           22,286           17,373             4,913  

Batticaloa          34,229           27,621             6,608                 234                 155                   79           34,463           27,776             6,687  

Ampara          68,787           58,041           10,746                 457                 309                 148           69,244           58,350           10,894  

Trincomalee          33,244           27,330             5,914                 151                 111                   40           33,395           27,441             5,954  

Kurunegala        290,181         232,116           58,065                 371                 228                 143         290,552         232,344           58,208  

Puttalam          90,988           70,052           20,936                 610                 324                 286           91,598           70,376           21,222  

Anuradhapura        182,185         150,490           31,695                 649                 512                 137         182,834         151,002           31,832  

Polonnaruwa          78,921           63,941           14,980                 692                 570                 122           79,613           64,511           15,102  

Badulla        128,321         106,203           22,118                 449                 285                 164         128,770         106,488           22,282  

Monaragala        104,357           88,875           15,482                 285                 197                   88         104,642           89,072           15,570  

Ratnapura        170,904         144,786           26,118             1,327                 932                 395         172,231         145,718           26,513  

Kegalle        109,615           87,169           22,446                 466                 253                 213         110,081           87,422           22,659  134 



Table 4 : Agricultural Operators Classified by Educational Qualification and Sex  in Small Holding Sector - 2014 

 
               

District 

Education Attained by the Operators 

No Schooling Passed Grade 1-5 Passed Grade 6-10 
Passed G.C.E (O/L) 

or Equaled 

Passed G.C.E    

 (A /L) or Equaled 

Passed Degree or 

Above 
Total 

Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female 

Sri Lanka 46,019  27,301   419,662    117,366   738,349  146,627  412,585    84,824  209,679    45,988    53,339     9,627  1,879,633  431,733  

Colombo 104  71  2,009  708  8,439  1,899  8,445  1,882  6,246      1,438  2,571        579  27,814  6,577  

Gampaha 285         210  5,909  2,512  27,312  7,096  29,794  6,748  19,710      4,635  5,535     1,143  88,545  22,344  

Kalutara 850         517  12,197  4,102  29,559  6,913  20,581  4,856  11,561      2,937  3,019        722  77,767  20,047  

Kandy 2,777      1,961  21,729  6,753  37,893  8,735  27,422  6,575  16,142      3,967  4,294        813      110,257  28,804  

Matale 2,031      1,126  17,032  3,966  24,085  4,153  13,464  2,553  6,508      1,366  1,631        265  64,751  13,429  

Nuwara Eliya 2,839      1,095  23,650  3,989  27,935  4,083  12,120  2,357  4,955  994  1,007        138  72,506  12,656  

Galle 1,592      1,156  20,592  7,222  42,030  9,776  22,413  4,976  12,441      3,147  3,084        672      102,152  26,949  

Matara 2,228      1,471  21,293  5,738  33,457  6,382  19,921  4,067  10,234      2,422  2,682        531  89,815  20,611  

Hambantota 2,539      2,077  23,948  5,617  34,628  5,739  17,243  2,975  7,603      1,454  1,874        338  87,835  18,200  

Jaffna 200  54  5,164  1,567  15,962  3,815  8,895  1,725  3,625  665  1,495        249  35,341  8,075  

Mannar 80  40  2,146  426  3,552  446  1,441  178  683  95  161           13  8,063  1,198  

Vavuniya 348         249  4,443  1,789  9,251  2,247  4,049  907  1,386  353  290           59  19,767  5,604  

Mullaitivu 183         193  4,792  1,837  8,532  2,293  2,638  776  790  254  212           50  17,147  5,403  

Kilinochchi 117         121  3,886  1,429  8,488  2,021  3,548  963  1,111  309  223           70  17,373  4,913  

Batticaloa 2,692         797  12,915  2,822  7,446  1,943  2,450  742  1,442  297  831           86  27,776  6,687  

Ampara 2,128      1,147  15,645  3,431  24,190  3,822  9,181  1,587  5,436  780  1,770        127  58,350  10,894  

Trincomalee 928         514  8,157  2,278  12,074  2,150  4,128  717  1,774  267  380           28  27,441  5,954  

Kurunegala 3,545      2,516  46,053      15,744  86,973  19,255  56,713    12,309  31,279      7,023  7,781     1,361      232,344  58,208  

Puttalam 1,121         783  14,639  6,126  30,489  8,179  14,390  3,710  7,847      2,034  1,890        390  70,376  21,222  

Anuradhapura 2,939      1,972  32,865  9,741  64,872  11,482  34,211  5,931  13,357      2,334  2,758        372      151,002  31,832  

Polonnaruwa 1,595      1,094  16,220  4,498  28,473  5,666  12,508  2,660  4,832      1,041  883        143  64,511  15,102  

Badulla 5,385      2,929  28,233  6,342  40,672  6,674  20,495  4,002  9,436      1,963  2,267        372      106,488  22,282  

Monaragala 3,959      2,046      24,661  5,288  37,216  4,910  15,653  2,225  6,175  946  1,408        155  89,072  15,570  

Ratnapura 4,444      2,304  36,517  8,149  62,828  9,210  27,361  4,264  12,126      2,237  2,442        349      145,718  26,513  

Kegalle 1,110         858  14,967  5,292  31,993  7,738  23,521  5,139  12,980      3,030  2,851        602  87,422  22,659  135
 



Table 5 : Agricultural Operators Classified by Sex and Age Group in Small Holding Sector - 2014 

                

 District  

 Age Group of the Operators  

 10 - 19  years     20 - 29 years    30 - 39 years    40 - 49 years    50 - 59 years   
 60 years  and 

Above  
 Total  

 Male    Female   Male    Female   Male     Female   Male    Female   Male    Female   Male     Female   Male     Female   Total  

Sri Lanka 1,321  348  68,602  13,039  334,463  49,841  478,161  78,654  480,839  110,956  516,247  178,895  1,879,633  431,733  2,311,366  

Colombo  17  5  380  94  3,428  531  6,690  1,133  6,967  1,580  10,332  3,234  27,814  6,577  34,391  

Gampaha  52  8  1,493  327  11,086  2,047  21,652  3,887  23,928  5,720  30,334  10,355  88,545  22,344  110,889  

Kalutara  42  18  1,840  392  11,983  2,004  18,540  3,536  18,802  4,705  26,560  9,392  77,767  20,047  97,814  

Kandy  59  14  2,128  540  14,288  2,646  26,565  4,868  30,391  7,058  36,826  13,678  110,257  28,804  139,061  

Matale  47  6  2,118  354  10,974  1,452  16,888  2,360  17,699  3,729  17,025  5,528  64,751  13,429  78,180  

Nuwara Eliya  84  8  2,834  338  13,297  1,660  19,332  2,634  19,544  3,319  17,415  4,697  72,506  12,656  85,162  

Galle  54  13  2,776  500  15,432  2,406  25,077  4,400  25,637  6,430  33,176  13,200  102,152  26,949  129,101  

Matara  40  7  2,259  293  13,307  1,568  21,126  3,158  22,946  5,157  30,137  10,428  89,815  20,611  110,426  

Hambantota  47  10  3,492  433  15,631  1,766  21,099  2,908  23,342  4,941  24,224  8,142  87,835  18,200  106,035  

Jaffna  17  2  781  134  4,883  755  7,190  1,296  9,334  2,134  13,136  3,754  35,341  8,075  43,416  

Mannar  8  1  404  79  1,791  215  2,142  277  2,106  332  1,612  294  8,063  1,198  9,261  

Vavuniya  19  4  1,352  340  4,936  1,016  5,081  1,289  4,497  1,455  3,882  1,500  19,767  5,604  25,371  

Mullaitivu  32  20  1,621  460  4,861  1,181  3,880  1,106  3,218  1,167  3,535  1,469  17,147  5,403  22,550  

Kilinochchi  16  13  1,365  353  4,903  1,049  4,084  1,027  3,214  1,040  3,791  1,431  17,373  4,913  22,286  

Batticaloa  54  29  2,673  905  6,562  1,580  7,229  1,481  6,487  1,276  4,771  1,416  27,776  6,687  34,463  

Ampara  32  17  2,863  681  12,479  1,922  16,670  2,333  14,523  2,670  11,783  3,271  58,350  10,894  69,244  

Trincomalee  22  10  1,923  370  6,819  1,009  7,355  1,325  6,027  1,415  5,295  1,825  27,441  5,954  33,395  

Kurunegala  141  33  5,928  1,317  37,489  5,832  59,433  9,952  63,596  16,175  65,757  24,899  232,344  58,208  290,552  

Puttalam  50  19  3,359  727  14,530  2,835  18,490  4,297  16,984  5,352  16,963  7,992  70,376  21,222  91,598  

Anuradhapura  109  32  8,391  1,299  36,195  4,755  42,428  6,761  34,717  8,705  29,162  10,280  151,002  31,832  182,834  

Polonnaruwa  72  28  2,973  771  13,148  2,208  17,574  3,188  15,842  3,773  14,902  5,134  64,511  15,102  79,613  

Badulla  82  16  4,146  804  18,882  2,926  29,366  4,400  28,522  5,790  25,490  8,346  106,488  22,282  128,770  

Monaragala  74  7  5,118  664  20,219  2,012  23,341  2,928  21,725  4,374  18,595  5,585  89,072  15,570  104,642  

Ratnapura  101  18  4,735  505  26,054  2,500  36,380  4,497  37,617  6,993  40,831  12,000  145,718  26,513  172,231  

Kegalle  50  10  1,650  359  11,286  1,966  20,549  3,613  23,174  5,666  30,713  11,045  87,422  22,659  110,081  
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     Table 6: Number of Parcels Operated by Households by Sex of the Operators in Small Holding Sector – 2014 

 

District 

Group of the Parcels and Sex of the Operators 

1 Parcel 2 Parcels 3 Parcels 4 Parcels 5 Parcels 

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Sri Lanka 862,756  253,153  1,115,909  606,774  117,483  724,257  225,023  34,772  259,795  90,141  12,357  102,498  38,397      5,027  43,424  

Colombo 15,736  4,452  20,188  7,980  1,504  9,484  2,473  395  2,868  897         126  1,023       332           37       369  

Gampaha 48,585  14,668  63,253  24,712  5,166  29,878  8,838  1,529  10,367  3,320  511  3,831  1,314         203  1,517  

Kalutara 34,507  10,906  45,413  24,140  5,389  29,529  10,395  2,093  12,488  4,194  819  5,013  1,850         353  2,203  

Kandy 61,174  19,280  80,454  29,172  6,078  35,250  10,640  1,903  12,543  4,137  635  4,772  1,742         273  2,015  

Matale 27,725  7,663  35,388  20,212  3,487  23,699  8,458  1,145  9,603  3,692  452  4,144  1,685         214  1,899  

Nuwara Eliya 47,672  9,081  56,753  14,620  2,365  16,985  5,336  656  5,992  2,344  287  2,631  1,082           88  1,170  

Galle 49,725  16,038  65,763  30,765  6,807  37,572  12,187  2,441  14,628  4,816  846  5,662  1,950         338  2,288  

Matara 40,024  11,693  51,717  27,410  5,301  32,711  11,664  1,974  13,638  5,168  757  5,925  2,161         328  2,489  

Hambantota 41,664  11,474  53,138  32,258  4,934  37,192  8,640  1,115  9,755  2,670  299  2,969  947         118  1,065  

Jaffna 11,103  3,744  14,847  14,113  2,844  16,957  5,784  883  6,667  2,243  288  2,531  961         117  1,078  

Mannar     2,034  595  2,629  3,496  440  3,936  1,494  126  1,620  560  20  580  243           15  258  

Vavuniya 10,685  3,704  14,389  6,199  1,428  7,627  1,818  300  2,118  601  90  691  188           17  205  

Mullaitivu 8,740  3,340  12,080  5,409  1,521  6,930  2,021  406  2,427  489  62  551  162           18  180  

Kilinochchi 9,278  3,312  12,590  5,070  1,194  6,264  1,686  256  1,942  671  82  753  269           26  295  

Batticaloa 6,674  2,539  9,213  15,975  3,478  19,453  3,657  537  4,194  948  88  1,036  271           21  292  

Ampara 19,084  5,201  24,285  29,137  4,701  33,838  6,767  702  7,469  2,106  167  2,273  677           55  732  

Trincomalee 9,796  3,249  13,045  13,498  2,279  15,777  2,945  305  3,250  721  64  785  205           15  220  

Kurunegala 95,920  31,390  127,310  71,363  15,854  87,217  31,554  5,684  37,238  15,182  2,396  17,578  7,461      1,125  8,586  

Puttalam 40,745  15,389  56,134  18,146  4,020  22,166  6,461  1,072  7,533  2,644  373  3,017  1,006         112  1,118  

Anuradhapura 45,217  14,204  59,421  52,584  10,454  63,038  27,312  3,977  31,289  12,407  1,553  13,960  5,611         655  6,266  

Polonnaruwa 24,868  8,181  33,049  30,429  5,837  36,266  5,030  487  5,517  1,647  167  1,814  583           38  621  

Badulla 47,181  12,086  59,267  34,840  6,843  41,683  13,426  1,994  15,420  5,710  720  6,430  2,573         271  2,844  

Monaragala 41,749  9,626  51,375  28,282  4,008  32,290  12,509  1,308  13,817  3,723  327  4,050  1,187         104  1,291  

Ratnapura 76,088  17,121  93,209  45,096  6,637  51,733  14,934  1,684  16,618  5,233  558  5,791  2,045         198  2,243  

Kegalle 46,782  14,217  60,999  21,868  4,914  26,782  8,994  1,800  10,794  4,018  670  4,688  1,892         288  2,180  
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Table 6: Number of Parcels Operated by Households by Sex of the Operators in Small Holding Sector - 2014 (Cont.....) 

 
 

       

District 

Group of the Parcels and Sex of the Operators 
               

6 Parcels 7 Parcels 8 Parcels 9 Parcels 10 Parcels and above Total 
               

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 
               

Sri Lanka 19,325  2,673  21,998  11,876  1,857  13,733  10,928  2,004  12,932  5,292  793  6,085  9,121  1,614  10,735  1,879,633  431,733  2,311,366  
               

Colombo 128  24  152  78  12  90  97  21  118  33  4  37  60  2  62  27,814  6,577  34,391                 

Gampaha 625  82  707  401  58  459  288  48  336  133  24  157  329  55  384  88,545  22,344  110,889                 

Kalutara 989  174  1,163  597  100  697  453  90  543  261  51  312  381  72  453  77,767  20,047  97,814                 

Kandy 940  153  1,093  609  113  722  888  181  1,069  327  61  388  628  127  755  110,257  28,804  139,061                 

Matale 876  110  986  479  81  560  441  84  525  265  42  307  918  151  1,069  64,751  13,429  78,180                 

Nuwara Eliya 475  59  534  346  47  393  294  36  330  109  12  121  228  25  253  72,506  12,656  85,162                 

Galle 958  140  1,098  567  105  672  547  102  649  263  45  308  374  87  461  102,152  26,949  129,101                 

Matara 1,204  183  1,387  719  119  838  675  138  813  325  52  377  465  66  531  89,815  20,611  110,426                 

Hambantota 508  60  568  356  70  426  336  58  394  161  21  182  295  51  346  87,835  18,200  106,035                 

Jaffna 461  66  527  214  42  256  206  46  252  99  8  107  157  37  194  35,341  8,075  43,416                 

Mannar 110  1  111  48           -    48  35           -    35  13  1  14  30           -    30  8,063  1,198  9,261                 

Vavuniya 89  16  105  72  16  88  60  24  84  21  1  22  34  8  42  19,767  5,604  25,371                 

Mullaitivu 88  13  101  60  10  70  96  15  111  25  7  32  57  11  68  17,147  5,403  22,550                 

Kilinochchi 136  16  152  84  10  94  79  8  87  42  4  46  58  5  63  17,373  4,913  22,286                 

Batticaloa 91  3  94  55  1  56  62  15  77  15  1  16  28  4  32  27,776  6,687  34,463                 

Ampara 208  16  224  136  21  157  103  10  113  59  4  63  73  17         90  58,350  10,894  69,244                 

Trincomalee 46  6  52  42  10  52  94  10  104  21  4  25  73  12  85  27,441  5,954  33,395                 

Kurunegala 4,080  618  4,698  2,297  344  2,641  1,982  379  2,361  965  133  1,098  1,540  285  1,825  232,344  58,208  290,552                 

Puttalam 473  69  542  299  50  349  287  65  352  117  20  137  198  52  250  70,376  21,222  91,598                 

Anuradhapura 2,902  318  3,220  1,727  221  1,948  1,357  183  1,540  825  105  930  1,060  162  1,222  151,002  31,832  182,834                 

Polonnaruwa 321  56  377  449  70  519  530  128  658  79  38  217  475  100  575  64,511  15,102  79,613                 

Badulla 1,151  136  1,287  626  85  711  416  71  487  260  27  287  305  49  354  106,488  22,282  128,770                 

Monaragala 480  54  534  355  41  396  357  45  402  192  26  218  238  31  269  89,072  15,570  104,642                 

Ratnapura 866  85  951  528  88  616  378  57  435  180  22  202  370  63  433  145,718  26,513  172,231                 

Kegalle 1,120  215  1,335  732  143  875  867  190  1,057  402  80  482  747  142  889  87,422  22,659  110,081                 
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Table 7: Distribution of Agricultural Holdings by Size of the Holdings and Sex of the Operators in Small Holding Sector – 2014 
 

 

 District  

 Size of the Area and Sex of the Operator  

 Under 1 acre   1 < 2 acres    2 < 3 acres    3 < 4 acres     4 < 5 acres   5 < 7 acres   7 < 9 acres  

 Male   Female   Male   Female   Male   Female   Male   Female   Male   Female   Male   Female   Male   Female  

Total   729,592    206,988    477,296    112,656    265,599      51,305    164,026      28,219      80,746      12,074      84,571      11,316      34,572       4,322  

Colombo      16,125         4,148         6,558         1,450         2,212  473            970  173  534  84  541  96  299             56  

Gampaha      52,471      14,950      19,768         4,403         7,078  1,367         3,279  623  1,736  338  1,812  302  832          148  

Kalutara      35,369      10,457      21,434         5,388         9,924  2,180         4,728  873  2,322  449  2,082  361  826          152  

Kandy      63,054      18,806      26,210         6,339      10,151  1,946         4,391  687  2,157  321  1,931  298  1,014          183  

Matale      22,218         6,068      18,926         3,864      10,920  1,861         5,731  833  2,714  289  2,353  264  875          115  

Nuwara Eliya      50,872         8,699      13,142         2,690         4,799  757         1,750  261  767  103  597  66  271             50  

Galle      50,604      15,780      28,811         7,121      11,828  2,236         4,835  837  2,268  370  1,989  323  785          122  

Matara      38,291      10,417      28,554         6,210      12,094  2,246         4,749  806  2,225  355  2,026  293  819          132  

Hambantota      23,415         6,507      24,778         5,552      18,122  3,062         9,700  1,567  4,364  581  4,309  524  1,480          199  

 Jaffna      21,341         5,763         7,994         1,465         2,908  472         1,365  169  680  75  589  76  202             20  

Mannar            800            302         1,775            359         1,740  231         1,032  93  653  62  985  88  394             23  

Vavuniya         5,568         2,093         5,263         1,692         2,888  744         1,581  353  1,270  277  1,420  230  697             97  

Mullaitivu         4,166         1,731         4,184         1,665         2,706  815         1,735  432  1,085  218  1,671  339  646          102  

Kilinochchi         5,043         1,939         3,903         1,322         2,471  700         1,477  326  992  170  1,530  269  626             66  

Batticaloa         6,105         2,396         4,290         1,352         5,626  1,336         4,213  738  2,079  290  2,932  357  936             97  

Ampara         9,326         2,987         9,391         2,133      11,125  1,989      13,167  2,220  4,969  633  5,745  569  2,273          193  

Trincomalee         5,578         2,034         5,481         1,609         6,202  1,047         3,845  538  2,507  370  2,430  278  698             43  

Kurunegala      79,054      24,515      69,794      18,259      35,436  7,715      18,901  3,310      10,325  1,628  9,918  1,470  3,942          620  

Puttalam      26,511      10,519      15,874         4,929      10,536  2,657         5,825  1,247  3,554  621  3,966  659  1,680          245  

Anuradhapura      30,460         9,902      33,757         8,458      24,484  4,744      21,809  3,707      12,321  1,867      14,756  1,874  6,452          650  

Polonnaruwa      15,423         5,652      11,936         2,969         9,643  1,747      16,270  3,387  3,427  472  4,470  509  1,783          225  

Badulla      50,990      12,091      25,684         5,229      12,083  2,167         8,746  1,618  3,325  468  3,133  454  1,211          126  

Monaragala      15,973         3,756      19,186         4,087      19,086  3,578      11,111  1,617  8,059  1,095  7,846  822  3,563          312  

Ratnapura      57,362      12,916      46,820         8,140      22,035  3,127         8,755  1,027  4,231  510  3,478  416  1,282          162  

Kegalle      43,473      12,560      23,783         5,971         9,502  2,108         4,061  777  2,182  428  2,062  379  986          184  139
 



Table 7: Distribution of Agricultural Holdings by Size of the Holdings and Sex of the Operators in Small Holding Sector - 2014 

(Cont....) 

         

 District  

 Size of the Area and Sex of the Operator  

9 < 10 acres 10 < 15 acres 15 acres and above Total 

 Male   Female   Male   Female   Male   Female   Male   Female  

Total    9,277     1,082     23,158         2,602      10,796      1,169     1,879,633    431,733  

Colombo           85           26           290               54            200            17           27,814         6,577  

Gampaha        258           27           808            110            503            76           88,545      22,344  

Kalutara        247           41           577            100            258            46           77,767      20,047  

Kandy        312           64           707            113            330            47        110,257      28,804  

Matale        221           32           546               66            247            37           64,751      13,429  

Nuwara Eliya           51             6           165               14               92            10           72,506      12,656  

Galle        194           38           536               80            302            42        102,152      26,949  

Matara        248           29           525               81            284            42           89,815      20,611  

Hambantota        401           50           888            113            378            45           87,835      18,200  

Jaffna           64             5           120               19               78            11           35,341         8,075  

Mannar        100             7           345               18            239            15             8,063         1,198  

Vavuniya        196           25           533               66            351            27           19,767         5,604  

Mullaitivu        197           27           491               52            266            22           17,147         5,403  

Kilinochchi        178           24           646               71            507            26           17,373         4,913  

Batticaloa        235           22           846               67            514            32           27,776         6,687  

Ampara        526           45       1,278               83            550            42           58,350      10,894  

Trincomalee        148             8           397               20            155              7           27,441         5,954  

Kurunegala     1,102         148       2,648            363         1,224         180        232,344      58,208  

Puttalam        455           55       1,307            202            668            88           70,376      21,222  

Anuradhapura     1,749         166       3,880            342         1,334         122        151,002      31,832  

Polonnaruwa        399           32           880               80            280            29           64,511      15,102  

Badulla        324           32           750               71            242            26        106,488      22,282  

Monaragala        979           84       2,350            169            919            50           89,072      15,570  

Ratnapura        332           51           913            106            510            58        145,718      26,513  

Kegalle        276           38           732            142            365            72           87,422      22,659  
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    Table 8: Distribution of Agricultural Holdings by Size of the Holdings in Small Holding Sector – 2014 

 

District 

Number and Size of the Area 

Less than 1 acre 1 - < 2 acres 2 - < 3 acres 3 - < 4 acres 4 - < 5 acres 5 - < 6 acres 6 - < 7 acres 

No. Extent No. Extent No. Extent No. Extent No. Extent No. Extent No. Extent 

Total    936,576     441,938     589,933     749,252      316,904      718,126      192,245      620,089    92,820      394,258    61,577      322,715    34,310      214,235  

Colombo 20,273         9,787         8,008       10,225  2,685  6,130  1,143  3,759  618  2,644  409  2,147  228  1,437  

Gampaha      67,421       31,762       24,171       31,097  8,445        19,508  3,902        12,972      2,074  8,942      1,289  6,850  825  5,206  

Kalutara      45,826       22,458       26,822       35,101        12,104        28,054  5,601        18,626      2,771        11,997      1,542  8,194  901  5,705  

Kandy      81,860       34,699       32,549       41,121        12,097        27,530  5,078        16,689      2,478        10,658      1,388  7,356  841  5,287  

Matale      28,286       14,240       22,790       29,147        12,781        28,914  6,564        21,461      3,003        12,806      1,735  9,142  882  5,536  

Nuwara Eliya      59,571       15,762       15,832       19,743  5,556        12,459  2,011  6,551  870  3,713  437  2,301  226  1,410  

Galle      66,384       31,295       35,932       46,220        14,064        32,340  5,672        18,798      2,638        11,411      1,525  8,107  787  4,980  

Matara      48,708       24,872       34,764       45,030        14,340        33,090  5,555        18,504      2,580        11,215      1,498  7,977  821  5,209  

Hambantota      29,922       15,487       30,330       37,782        21,184        48,263        11,267        36,085      4,945        20,960      3,285        17,191      1,548  9,660  

Jaffna      27,104       13,722         9,459       12,907  3,380  8,047  1,534  5,220  755  3,330  427  2,285  238  1,525  

Mannar        1,102  526         2,134         2,617  1,971  4,397  1,125  3,661  715  3,043  697  3,631  376  2,333  

Vavuniya        7,661         3,581         6,955         7,892  3,632  7,803  1,934  6,125      1,547  6,403      1,032  5,294  618  3,789  

Mullaitivu        5,893         2,982         5,835         7,238  3,521  7,792  2,167  6,900      1,303  5,433      1,370  6,991  640  3,950  

Kilinochchi        6,982         3,394         5,221         6,290  3,171  7,048  1,803  5,794      1,162  4,898      1,216  6,322  583  3,639  

Batticaloa        8,501         3,722         5,641         7,153  6,962        15,599  4,951        16,047      2,369  9,954      2,270        11,811      1,019  6,331  

Ampara      12,313         5,860       11,524       14,615        13,114        29,508        15,387        47,957      5,602        23,441      3,895        20,316      2,419        14,936  

Trincomalee        7,612         3,136         7,090         8,830  7,249        16,170  4,383        14,073      2,877        11,997      1,865  9,574  843  5,213  

Kurunegala    103,569       56,443       88,053     112,353        43,151        98,071        22,211        72,779    11,953        51,301      7,127        37,693      4,261        26,845  

Puttalam      37,030       16,043       20,803       25,330        13,193        28,927  7,072        22,674      4,175        17,588      2,960        15,327      1,665        10,344  

Anuradhapura      40,362       21,420       42,215       54,289        29,228        67,076        25,516        81,911    14,188        60,193    10,599        55,642      6,031        37,770  

Polonnaruwa      21,075       10,712       14,905       18,706        11,390        26,142        19,657        61,146      3,899        16,480      3,440        18,059      1,539  9,528  

Badulla      63,081       26,968       30,913       39,455        14,250        32,139        10,364        34,009      3,793        15,981      2,167        11,295      1,420  8,766  

Monaragala      19,729       10,108       23,273       28,609        22,664        50,008        12,728        40,488      9,154        38,446      5,360        27,867      3,308        20,462  

Ratnapura      70,278       35,199       54,960       69,361        25,162        56,510  9,782        31,796      4,741        20,146      2,502        13,145      1,392  8,687  

Kegalle      56,033       27,760       29,754       38,140        11,610        26,602  4,838        16,065      2,610        11,278      1,542  8,199  899  5,689  
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    Table 8: Distribution of Agricultural Holdings by Size of the Holdings in Small Holding Sector - 2014 (Cont...) 

 

District 

Number and Size of the Area 

7 - < 8 acres 8 - < 9 acres 9 - < 10 acres 10 - < 15 acres 15 - < 20 acres 20 acres and above  Total 

No. Extent No. Extent No. Extent No. Extent No. Extent No. Extent No. Extent 

Total 21,825  158,456  17,069  140,596  10,359  95,935  25,760  298,099  7,317  122,939  4,648  127,962      2,311,343      4,404,599  

Colombo 159  1,155  196  1,624  111  1,030  344  3,993  143  2,425  74  2,001  34,391  48,356  

Gampaha 552  4,035  428  3,551  285  2,656  918  10,833  353  6,030  226  6,217  110,889  149,658  

Kalutara 533  3,910  445  3,702  288  2,688  677  7,891  198  3,329  106  2,885  97,814  154,539  

Kandy 612  4,461  585  4,842  376  3,499  820  9,453  257  4,325  120  3,145  139,061  173,066  

Matale 502  3,653  488  4,041  253  2,348  612  7,102  170  2,886  114  3,031  78,180  144,307  

Nuwara Eliya 162  1,175  159  1,307  57  525  179  2,091  65  1,111  37  1,074  85,162  69,223  

Galle 554  4,060  353  2,945  232  2,166  616  7,282  209  3,571  135  3,920  129,101  177,095  

Matara 526  3,870  425  3,542  277  2,600  606  7,079  200  3,345  126  3,588  110,426  169,920  

Hambantota 958  6,944  721  5,932  451  4,174  1,001  11,556  262  4,433  161  4,364  106,035  222,831  

Jaffna 146  1,085  76  640  69  647  139  1,665  61  1,041  28  863  43,416  52,979  

Mannar 230  1,666  187  1,542  107  991  363  4,172  134  2,275  120  3,605  9,261  34,458  

Vavuniya 432  3,086  362  2,933  221  2,011  599  6,940  205  3,434  173  5,058  25,371  64,348  

Mullaitivu 421  3,026  327  2,674  224  2,054  543  6,223  154  2,590  134  3,534  22,532  61,387  

Kilinochchi 388  2,799  304  2,501  202  1,870  717  8,298  269  4,473  264  7,977  22,282  65,303  

Batticaloa 580  4,185  453  3,718  257  2,373  913  10,185  253  4,172  293  8,174  34,462  103,424  

Ampara 1,377  9,892  1,089  8,896  571  5,234  1,361  15,459  346  5,705  246  6,931  69,244  208,750  

Trincomalee 405  2,905  336  2,744  156  1,430  417  4,693  92  1,502  70  2,189  33,395  84,456  

Kurunegala 2,704  19,768  1,858  15,427  1,250  11,650  3,011  35,301  900  15,193  504  13,936  290,552  566,759  

Puttalam 1,081  7,811  844  6,923  510  4,714  1,509  17,315  460  7,645  296  8,017  91,598  188,658  

Anuradhapura 4,097  29,779  3,005  24,813  1,915  17,746  4,222  49,077  982  16,440  474  12,344  182,834  528,498  

Polonnaruwa 979  7,157  1,029  8,384  431  3,985  960  11,043  193  3,210  116  2,799  79,613  197,350  

Badulla 792  5,719  545  4,467  356  3,282  821  9,402  162  2,705  106  3,161  128,770  197,348  

Monaragala 2,155  15,502  1,720  14,048  1,063  9,762  2,519  28,910  638  10,623  331  8,329  104,642  303,163  

Ratnapura 849  6,177  595  4,914  383  3,565  1,019  11,794  342  5,856  226  6,239  172,231  273,390  

Kegalle 631  4,638  539  4,486  314  2,934  874  10,342  269  4,619  168  4,582  110,081  165,334  142
 



Table 9: Number and Extent of Operational Holdings by Status of Operator (Small Holding Sector) – 2014 
 

 District  

On Own Account For an Institution For a Private Person In Partnership Total 

 No. of 

Holdings  
 Extent (Acre)  

 No. of 

Holdings  

 Extent 

(Acre)  

 No. of 

Holdings  

 Extent 

(Acre)  

 No. of 

Holdings  

 Extent 

(Acre)  

 No. of 

Holdings  

 Extent 

(Acre)  

Total 2,260,473  4,275,664  12,989  31,010  20,613  58,907  17,268  39,018  2,311,343  4,404,599  

Colombo  32,571  43,127  341  708  1,211  4,023  268  499  34,391  48,356  

Gampaha  107,714  142,329  739  1,556  1,568  4,035  868  1,737  110,889  149,658  

Kalutara  95,323  148,694  832  1,936  1,018  2,781  641  1,128  97,814  154,539  

Kandy  136,448  167,604  786  1,522  1,106  2,581  720  1,359  139,061  173,066  

Matale  75,904  138,786  539  1,259  687  1,969  1,050  2,294  78,180  144,307  

Nuwara Eliya  84,006  67,366  182  429  273  730  701  699  85,162  69,223  

Galle  126,407  171,325  952  1,597  1,226  3,223  516  951  129,101  177,095  

Matara  108,745  165,460  544  1,458  733  2,123  404  879  110,426  169,920  

Hambantota  103,902  217,222  342  834  492  1,749  1,299  3,025  106,035  222,831  

Jaffna  42,680  51,154  65  146  575  1,291  96  389  43,416  52,979  

Mannar  9,146  33,505  9  35  66  579  40  341  9,261  34,458  

Vavuniya  25,094  63,476  88  232  135  418  54  221  25,371  64,348  

Mullaitivu  22,280  60,518  40  88  126  371  85  410  22,532  61,387  

Kilinochchi  22,048  64,183  25  85  189  952  20  82  22,282  65,303  

Batticaloa  33,991  101,453  130  587  248  954  94  431  34,462  103,424  

Ampara  67,537  203,371  347  975  940  2,731  420  1,673  69,244  208,750  

Trincomalee  32,893  82,181  141  400  217  1,299  145  576  33,395  84,456  

Kurunegala  283,276  548,420  2,047  5,932  2,297  6,461  2,933  5,945  290,552  566,759  

Puttalam  89,196  181,504  1,037  3,050  937  2,930  428  1,173  91,598  188,658  

Anuradhapura  179,199  516,962  409  944  1,783  6,042  1,442  4,550  182,834  528,498  

Polonnaruwa  78,093  193,649  401  674  836  2,205  282  821  79,613  197,350  

Badulla  125,805  191,323  519  1,084  1,019  2,439  1,428  2,503  128,770  197,348  

Monaragala  102,433  297,516  344  838  879  2,575  986  2,233  104,642  303,163  

Ratnapura  169,166  266,378  1,066  2,446  987  2,350  1,012  2,216  172,231  273,390  

Kegalle         106,618        158,159         1,064         2,196        1,065          2,096        1,335       2,883      110,081      165,334  
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Table 10: Number and Extent of Operational Holdings by Status of Operator and Size Class of the Holding   (Small Holding Sector) 

- 2014 

         
Extent in Acres 

Size Class of the 

Holding   

On Own Account For an Institution For a Private Person In Partnership Total 

No Extent  No Extent  No Extent  No Extent  No Extent  

Total    2,260,473       4,275,664          12,989           31,010          20,613          58,907       17,268        39,018    2,311,343      4,404,599  

Less than 1/4 Acre          96,351             11,205                579                   62                362                  44             356                42          97,648            11,353  

1/4 - 1/2 Acre       267,267             87,016             1,607                 511            1,865                602          1,389              445        272,127            88,573  

1/2 - < 1 Acres       552,938          332,868             3,339             1,962            4,047            2,407          3,727          2,263        564,050         339,501  

1 Acre - < 2 Acres       576,520          729,676             3,174             3,864            4,935            6,114          4,894          6,084        589,523         745,738  

2 Acres - < 3 Acres       309,416          698,579             1,556             3,433            3,241            7,096          2,866          6,412        317,079         715,519  

3 Acres - < 4 Acres       189,073          607,360                695             2,206            1,648            5,244          1,580          5,031        192,996         619,841  

4 Acres - < 5 Acres          91,218          385,840                349             1,457            1,140            4,769             729          3,082          93,436         395,148  

5 Acres - < 7 Acres          59,911          312,819                387             1,979            1,120            5,694             529          2,766          61,947         323,259  

7 Acres - < 10 Acres          82,013          595,159                527             3,880            1,159            8,405             703          5,181          84,402         612,625  

10 Acres - < 20 Acres          31,383          396,601                699             9,391                907          12,099             415          5,306          33,404         423,397  

20 Acres and above            4,384          118,541                   77             2,264                190            6,435                80          2,406             4,732         129,645  
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Table 11: Number and Sex  of the Operators Involved  in Agricultural Activities of the Holding by District - 2014 

  
  

District 

 Involvement  Activities of the Operators in  the Holding  

Paddy Cultivation  Tea Cultivation  Rubber Cultivation  

Male  Female  Total % Male  Female  Total % Male  Female  Total % 

Total      762,206     122,414       884,620     100.0      328,564      74,172        402,736       100.0      67,097       13,458       80,555        100.0  

Colombo           7,767          1,119            8,886          1.0           1,608            420            2,028           0.5         3,147             776         3,923             4.9  

Gampaha        25,311          4,168         29,479          3.3              323               66                389           0.1         2,972             611         3,583             4.4  

Kalutara        25,972          4,738         30,710          3.5        36,585         9,737          46,322         11.5      16,320         4,014       20,334          25.2  

Kandy        28,157          4,303         32,460          3.7        21,446         5,849          27,295           6.8         1,668             365         2,033             2.5  

Matale        31,312          4,391         35,703          4.0           1,395            312            1,707           0.4            435               73             508             0.6  

Nuwara Eliya        11,225          1,496         12,721          1.4        11,878         3,525          15,403           3.8               21  4               25  -  

Galle        24,870          4,780         29,650          3.4        63,546      14,742          78,288         19.4         2,277             407         2,684             3.3  

Matara        28,907          4,780         33,687          3.8        50,249         9,945          60,194         14.9         1,920             348         2,268             2.8  

Hambantota        34,869          4,586         39,455          4.5           2,494            355            2,849           0.7            343               53             396             0.5  

Jaffna        12,108          2,226         14,334          1.6                  -                  -                     -                -                  -                  -                  -                 -    

Mannar           5,028              495            5,523          0.6                  -                  -                     -                -                  -                  -                  -                 -    

Vavuniya           6,489          1,177            7,666          0.9                  -                   1                     1  -               38  1               39             -  

Mullaitivu           8,243          1,759         10,002          1.1                  -                  -                     -                -                   1                -                   1             -  

Kilinochchi           8,029          1,679            9,708          1.1                  -                  -                     -                -                  -                  -                  -                 -    

Batticaloa        18,739          3,526         22,265          2.5                   3                 1                     4  -                -                  -                  -                 -    

Ampara        42,056          6,116         48,172          5.4                   8                 3                  11           -            295               40             335             0.4  

Trincomalee        19,437          2,873         22,310          2.5                   3                -                       3  -                -                  -                  -                 -    

Kurunegala      127,157        23,409       150,566       17.0              211               51                262           0.1         1,093             191         1,284             1.6  

Puttalam        18,579          3,032         21,611          2.4                 30                 8                  38           -               13  5               18  - 

Anuradhapura        97,017        14,581       111,598       12.6              192               40                232           0.1               31  5               36  - 

Polonnaruwa        44,334          7,672         52,006          5.9                 54               20                  74           -               16                -                 16  - 

Badulla        48,370          7,951         56,321          6.4        22,289         5,357          27,646           6.9            372               54             426             0.5  

Monaragala        40,394          5,384         45,778          5.2              485               72                557           0.1         6,424             651         7,075             8.8  

Ratnapura        27,403          2,450         29,853          3.4        87,860      16,304        104,164         25.9      10,809         1,854       12,663          15.7  

Kegalle        20,434          3,722         24,156          2.7        27,903         7,366          35,269           8.8      18,902         4,006       22,908          28.4  
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        Table 11: Number and Sex of the Operators Involved in Agricultural Activities of the Holding by District -2014 (Cont...) 

 

District 

 Involvement  Activities of the Operators in  the Holding  

Coconut Cultivation  Other Permanent Crop Cultivation  Other Temporary Crop Cultivation  

Male  Female  Total % Male  Female  Total % Male  Female  Total % 

Total    1,656,602    385,179    2,041,781     100.0     1,507,366     349,725     1,857,091    100.0     702,183     140,398     842,581     100.0  

Colombo          25,702         6,106          31,808         1.6           22,777         5,469           28,246         1.5         6,744         1,408         8,152         1.0  

Gampaha          85,697       21,523        107,220         5.3           72,192       17,991           90,183         4.9       26,068         6,234       32,302         3.8  

Kalutara          72,018       18,385          90,403         4.4           61,426       15,614           77,040         4.1       24,610         5,943       30,553         3.6  

Kandy          91,861       24,069        115,930         5.7           99,315       26,125        125,440         6.8       31,423         6,928       38,351         4.6  

Matale          58,805       12,464          71,269         3.5           51,443       11,096           62,539         3.4       21,799         3,078       24,877         3.0  

Nuwara Eliya          23,541         5,282          28,823         1.4           37,470         7,968           45,438         2.4       52,140         7,723       59,863         7.1  

Galle          95,924       25,380        121,304         5.9           84,829       22,403        107,232         5.8       30,069         7,193       37,262         4.4  

Matara          85,321       19,735        105,056         5.1           76,168       17,716           93,884         5.1       26,693         6,166       32,859         3.9  

Hambantota          83,182       17,364        100,546         4.9           77,524       16,200           93,724         5.0       29,693         5,731       35,424         4.2  

Jaffna          32,745         7,517          40,262         2.0           25,779         5,799           31,578         1.7       12,411         1,544       13,955         1.7  

Mannar            6,619             895            7,514         0.4             4,495             644             5,139         0.3         2,768             460         3,228         0.4  

Vavuniya          17,707         4,914          22,621         1.1           14,720         4,033           18,753         1.0       11,045         3,017       14,062         1.7  

Mullaitivu          15,617         4,776          20,393         1.0           11,696         3,674           15,370         0.8         8,257         2,437       10,694         1.3  

Kilinochchi          15,861         4,390          20,251         1.0           12,004         3,347           15,351         0.8         5,655         1,365         7,020         0.8  

Batticaloa          24,929         6,093          31,022         1.5           20,698         5,109           25,807         1.4       11,419         2,675       14,094         1.7  

Ampara          52,532         9,909          62,441         3.1           46,841         8,940           55,781         3.0       27,991         5,384       33,375         4.0  

Trincomalee          23,245         5,365          28,610         1.4           17,086         4,060           21,146         1.1         7,959         1,729         9,688         1.1  

Kurunegala       223,750       56,398        280,148       13.7        184,280       46,409        230,689      12.4       73,130       16,450       89,580       10.6  

Puttalam          65,350       19,853          85,203         4.2           54,732       16,730           71,462         3.8       21,977         5,703       27,680         3.3  

Anuradhapura       140,642       29,410        170,052         8.3        128,791       27,137        155,928         8.4       80,681       13,849       94,530       11.2  

Polonnaruwa          59,921       13,950          73,871         3.6           56,028       13,145           69,173         3.7       26,379         5,888       32,267         3.8  

Badulla          63,086       13,079          76,165         3.7           83,105       17,515        100,620         5.4       67,803       12,267       80,070         9.5  

Monaragala          82,618       14,364          96,982         4.7           75,653       13,286           88,939         4.8       46,127         7,332       53,459         6.3  

Ratnapura       130,304       23,428        153,732         7.5        119,669       21,451        141,120         7.6       30,757         5,193       35,950         4.3  

Kegalle          79,625       20,530        100,155         4.9           68,645       17,864           86,509         4.7       18,585         4,701       23,286         2.8  
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         Table 11: Number and Sex of the Operators Involved in Agricultural Activities of the Holding by District -2014 (Cont...) 
 

District 

Involvement  Activities of the Operators in  the Holding   

Cattle/Buffaloes Raising  Goat  Raising  Swine/Sheep Raising  

Male  Female  Total % Male  Female  Total % Male  Female  Total % 

Total     140,093      17,528       157,621     100.0        31,709        5,582       37,291       100.0     5,874        1,790       7,664     100.0  

Colombo          1,466            157           1,623         1.0              193              40             233           0.6         116              11           127          1.7  

Gampaha          5,175            591           5,766         3.7              750            112             862           2.3         790           194           984        12.8  

Kalutara          2,894            258           3,152         2.0              577              83             660           1.8           80              10             90          1.2  

Kandy          7,016            877           7,893         5.0           2,005            329         2,334           6.3           15                2             17          0.2  

Matale          3,782            384           4,166         2.6              685            103             788           2.1         212              36           248          3.2  

Nuwara Eliya          9,291            550           9,841         6.2           1,804            152         1,956           5.2           21               -               21          0.3  

Galle          2,633            252           2,885         1.8              320              37             357           1.0           29                4             33          0.4  

Matara          2,194            267           2,461         1.6              258              41             299           0.8           12               -               12          0.2  

Hambantota          3,236            308           3,544         2.2              124              23             147           0.4           37                6             43          0.6  

Jaffna        10,636        1,678         12,314         7.8           9,739        1,557       11,296         30.3              3               -                 3  -  

Mannar          2,776            262           3,038         1.9              398              63             461           1.2           18                1             19          0.2  

Vavuniya          3,937            873           4,810         3.1              996            256         1,252           3.4           11               -               11          0.1  

Mullaitivu          3,639            789           4,428         2.8              806            270         1,076           2.9           29                4             33          0.4  

Kilinochchi          4,326            868           5,194         3.3           1,426            324         1,750           4.7           55                3             58          0.8  

Batticaloa          6,411        1,048           7,459         4.7           2,335            543         2,878           7.7           12                5             17          0.2  

Ampara          5,647            740           6,387         4.1              472            123             595           1.6           11                3             14          0.2  

Trincomalee          3,216            390           3,606         2.3              784            152             936           2.5              6               -                 6          0.1  

Kurunegala        18,608        2,092         20,700       13.1           1,519            206         1,725           4.6         747           134           881        11.5  

Puttalam          8,301        1,621           9,922         6.3           2,367            645         3,012           8.1     3,369        1,348       4,717        61.5  

Anuradhapura        10,009            971         10,980         7.0              739              84             823           2.2         170              16           186          2.4  

Polonnaruwa          5,107            646           5,753         3.6              391              78             469           1.3           41                4             45          0.6  

Badulla          9,929            973         10,902         6.9           1,324            162         1,486           4.0           15               -               15          0.2  

Monaragala          5,647            532           6,179         3.9              196              26             222           0.6           24                2             26          0.3  

Ratnapura          1,929            161           2,090         1.3              676              71             747           2.0           20                3             23          0.3  

Kegalle          2,288            240           2,528         1.6              825            102             927           2.5           31                4             35          0.5  147 



         Table 11: Number and Sex of the Operators Involved in Agricultural Activities of the Holding by District -2014 (Cont...) 

 

District 

Involvement  Activities of the Operators in  the Holding  

Poultry Raising  Other Livestock Raising   Aquaculture  

Male  Female  Total % Male  Female  Total % Male  Female  Total % 

Total    139,592     30,249      169,841    100.0    1,940          400    2,340    100.0       2,439          276       2,715     100.0  

Colombo        1,356           274           1,630         1.0          37               8          45         1.9             62             11             73         2.7  

Gampaha        6,105       1,671           7,776         4.6        164            37        201         8.6          304             48          352       13.0  

Kalutara        3,185           595           3,780         2.2          85            26        111         4.7          229             30          259         9.5  

Kandy        6,069       1,377           7,446         4.4        321            56        377      16.1          174             11          185         6.8  

Matale        3,494           583           4,077         2.4          51               4          55         2.4             29               5             34         1.3  

Nuwara Eliya        5,134           820           5,954         3.5          71            12          83         3.5          139               6          145         5.3  

Galle        2,687           432           3,119         1.8          77               8          85         3.6          152             14          166         6.1  

Matara        1,679           270           1,949         1.1          41               6          47         2.0             52               5             57         2.1  

Hambantota        1,914           303           2,217         1.3          33            14          47         2.0             51               4             55         2.0  

Jaffna      13,908       3,145        17,053      10.0          47            14          61         2.6               8              -                 8         0.3  

Mannar        4,567           617           5,184         3.1          51               6          57         2.4               8              -                 8         0.3  

Vavuniya        5,978       1,568           7,546         4.4          27            10          37         1.6             10               3             13         0.5  

Mullaitivu        7,045       2,018           9,063         5.3          32            11          43         1.8               5              -                 5         0.2  

Kilinochchi        8,196       2,250        10,446         6.2          37            10          47         2.0             44               8             52         1.9  

Batticaloa        6,493       1,576           8,069         4.8          50            22          72         3.1             31               8             39         1.4  

Ampara        3,967           902           4,869         2.9          50               9          59         2.5             50               1             51         1.9  

Trincomalee        4,805       1,028           5,833         3.4          43               4          47         2.0             35              -               35         1.3  

Kurunegala      11,264       1,992        13,256         7.8        158            33        191         8.2          147             23          170         6.3  

Puttalam      12,795       4,256        17,051      10.0        216            59        275      11.8          348             28          376       13.8  

Anuradhapura      10,115       1,367        11,482         6.8        100            11        111         4.7             92             10          102         3.8  

Polonnaruwa        4,511           902           5,413         3.2          53            11          64         2.7          282             44          326       12.0  

Badulla        5,681           970           6,651         3.9          86               8          94         4.0             31               1             32         1.2  

Monaragala        3,108           396           3,504         2.1          18             -            18         0.8             21              -               21         0.8  

Ratnapura        2,468           337           2,805         1.7          38            11          49         2.1             63               6             69         2.5  

Kegalle        3,068           600           3,668         2.2          54            10          64         2.7             72             10             82         3.0  
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Table 12:  Operators Engaged in Other Economic Activities other than Agriculture by Sex and Economic Activity by District (Small 

Holding Sector) - 2014 

District 

Paid Employee  

Government Semi-Government Private Sector Total 

Male Female Total % Male Female Total % Male Female Total % Male Female Total % 

Total   194,401    25,881   220,282  100.0    35,941  3,546    39,487  100.0  308,523    43,727     352,250  100.0     538,865  73,154  612,019  100.0  

Colombo 3,691  673  4,364  2.0  805  101  906  2.3  8,118  1,071  9,189  2.6  12,614  1,845  14,459  2.4  

Gampaha     11,012      1,736  12,748  5.8      2,510  220  2,730  6.9  24,165  3,511  27,676  7.9  37,687  5,467  43,154  7.1  

Kalutara 7,498      1,239  8,737  4.0      1,621  175  1,796  4.5  17,011  2,307  19,318  5.5  26,130  3,721  29,851  4.9  

Kandy     12,980      1,957  14,937  6.8      2,859  297  3,156  8.0  24,233  3,356  27,589  7.8  40,072  5,610  45,682  7.5  

Matale 6,800  912  7,712  3.5      1,013  113  1,126  2.9  9,218  1,212  10,430  3.0  17,031  2,237  19,268  3.1  

Nuwara Eliya 4,551  638  5,189  2.4      2,913  226  3,139  7.9  21,063  1,896  22,959  6.5  28,527  2,760  31,287  5.1  

Galle 9,137      1,362  10,499  4.8      1,382  132  1,514  3.8  22,906  3,426  26,332  7.5  33,425  4,920  38,345  6.3  

Matara 7,782      1,022  8,804  4.0      1,297  117  1,414  3.6  15,848  2,195  18,043  5.1  24,927  3,334  28,261  4.6  

Hambantota 7,197  860  8,057  3.7      1,083  91  1,174  3.0  9,227  1,203  10,430  3.0  17,507  2,154  19,661  3.2  

Jaffna 2,687  461  3,148  1.4  765  115  880  2.2  4,041  563  4,604  1.3  7,493  1,139  8,632  1.4  

Mannar 515  45  560  0.3  88  11  99  0.3  287  32  319  0.1  890  88  978  0.2  

 Vavuniya 1,471  261  1,732  0.8  334  63  397  1.0  4,762  1,136  5,898  1.7  6,567  1,460  8,027  1.3  

Mullaitivu 1,107  184  1,291  0.6  332  120  452  1.1  2,771  534  3,305  0.9  4,210  838  5,048  0.8  

Kilinochchi 823  202  1,025  0.5  255  70  325  0.8  3,793  706  4,499  1.3  4,871  978  5,849  1.0  

Batticaloa 1,685  241  1,926  0.9  378  37  415  1.1  2,619  537  3,156  0.9  4,682  815  5,497  0.9  

Ampara 9,088  745  9,833  4.5      1,928  101  2,029  5.1  4,915  585  5,500  1.6  15,931  1,431  17,362  2.8  

Trincomalee 4,442  351  4,793  2.2  859  59  918  2.3       2,636  457  3,093  0.9  7,937  867  8,804  1.4  

Kurunegala     26,523      3,661  30,184  13.7      2,974  408  3,382  8.6  36,566  5,745  42,311  12.0  66,063  9,814  75,877  12.4  

Puttalam 6,024  970  6,994  3.2  760  112  872  2.2  13,071  2,467  15,538  4.4  19,855  3,549  23,404  3.8  

Anuradhapura     25,868      2,581  28,449  12.9      3,046  234  3,280  8.3  15,282  2,216  17,498  5.0  44,196  5,031  49,227  8.0  

Polonnaruwa 6,368  826  7,194  3.3      1,265  101  1,366  3.5  6,665  1,003  7,668  2.2  14,298  1,930  16,228  2.7  

Badulla     10,304      1,593  11,897  5.4      2,419  237  2,656  6.7  15,401  1,933  17,334  4.9  28,124  3,763  31,887  5.2  

Monaragala 9,252  812  10,064  4.6      1,949  103  2,052  5.2  8,287  1,096  9,383  2.7  19,488  2,011  21,499  3.5  

Ratnapura 7,686  984  8,670  3.9      1,447  113  1,560  4.0  17,720  1,823  19,543  5.5  26,853  2,920  29,773  4.9  

Kegalle 9,910      1,565  11,475  5.2      1,659  190  1,849  4.7  17,918  2,717  20,635  5.9  29,487  4,472  33,959  5.5  1
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Table 12:  Operators Engaged in Other Economic Activities other than Agriculture by Sex and Economic Activity by District (Small     

Holding Sector) - 2014 (cont...) 

District 

On Own Economic Activities  

On Own Agricultural Related Activities On Own Non- agricultural Related  Activities Total 

 Male    Female     Total    %   Male    Female     Total    %   Male    Female     Total    %  

Total       98,740       22,707        121,447  100.0        170,975  24,681         195,656  100.0     269,715       47,388        317,103  100.0  

Colombo 579  112  691  0.6  2,221  354             2,575  1.3         2,800  466  3,266  1.0  

Gampaha 5,270  1,473             6,743  5.6  9,817  1,737           11,554  5.9       15,087         3,210          18,297  5.8  

Kalutara 4,209         1,150             5,359  4.4  5,678  767             6,445  3.3         9,887         1,917          11,804  3.7  

Kandy 4,755  1,467             6,222  5.1          11,551  1,651           13,202  6.7       16,306         3,118          19,424  6.1  

Matale 4,686  883             5,569  4.6  6,338  934             7,272  3.7       11,024         1,817          12,841  4.0  

Nuwara Eliya 3,546  620             4,166  3.4  2,829  296             3,125  1.6         6,375  916  7,291  2.3  

Galle 4,318  1,102             5,420  4.5  7,105  1,083             8,188  4.2       11,423         2,185          13,608  4.3  

Matara 4,593  835             5,428  4.5  7,107  896             8,003  4.1       11,700         1,731          13,431  4.2  

Hambantota 3,929  789             4,718  3.9          10,737  1,447           12,184  6.2       14,666         2,236          16,902  5.3  

Jaffna 1,441  257             1,698  1.4  5,190  732             5,922  3.0         6,631  989  7,620  2.4  

Mannar 156  22  178  0.1  932  126             1,058  0.5         1,088  148  1,236  0.4  

Vavuniya 988  241             1,229  1.0  2,157  485             2,642  1.4         3,145  726  3,871  1.2  

Mullaitivu 1,086  295             1,381  1.1  2,335  494             2,829  1.4         3,421  789  4,210  1.3  

Kilinochchi 827  192             1,019  0.8  2,549  368             2,917  1.5         3,376  560  3,936  1.2  

Batticaloa 1,523  267             1,790  1.5  3,831  599             4,430  2.3         5,354  866  6,220  2.0  

Ampara 3,339  685             4,024  3.3  3,173  451             3,624  1.9         6,512         1,136  7,648  2.4  

Trincomalee 1,443  195             1,638  1.3  2,304  245             2,549  1.3         3,747  440  4,187  1.3  

Kurunegala       13,357  3,380           16,737  13.8          24,089  3,595           27,684  14.1       37,446         6,975          44,421  14.0  

Puttalam 4,862  1,542             6,404  5.3          11,007  2,197           13,204  6.7       15,869         3,739          19,608  6.2  

Anuradhapura 7,669  1,499             9,168  7.5          10,115  1,227           11,342  5.8       17,784         2,726          20,510  6.5  

Polonnaruwa 2,686  534             3,220  2.7  4,964  735             5,699  2.9         7,650         1,269  8,919  2.8  

Badulla 5,927  1,270             7,197  5.9  5,802  758             6,560  3.4       11,729         2,028          13,757  4.3  

Monaragala 5,009  870             5,879  4.8  6,896  827             7,723  3.9       11,905         1,697          13,602  4.3  

Ratnapura 5,403  1,054             6,457  5.3          14,679  1,367           16,046  8.2       20,082         2,421          22,503  7.1  

Kegalle 7,139  1,973             9,112  7.5  7,569  1,310             8,879  4.5       14,708         3,283          17,991  5.7  
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Table 12:  Operators Engaged in Other Economic Activities other than Agriculture by Sex and Economic Activity by District (Small 

Holding Sector) - 2014 (cont...) 

 

District 
Employer  Other  TOTAL 

 Male    Female     Total    %   Male    Female     Total    %   Male    Female     Total    %  

Total     15,401        2,292      17,693  100.0           250,556  63,564        314,120  100.0        265,957  65,856        331,813      100.0  

Colombo 451  53  504  2.8               4,154  1,090            5,244  1.7  4,605  1,143             5,748  1.7  

Gampaha       1,705  280        1,985  11.2             16,006  5,060          21,066  6.7          17,711  5,340           23,051  6.9  

Kalutara 718  119  837  4.7             11,228  2,914          14,142  4.5          11,946  3,033           14,979  4.5  

Kandy       1,261  197        1,458  8.2             17,726  5,314          23,040  7.3          18,987  5,511           24,498  7.4  

Matale 502  92  594  3.4             10,263  2,855          13,118  4.2          10,765  2,947           13,712  4.1  

Nuwara Eliya 488  50  538  3.0               7,290  1,549            8,839  2.8  7,778  1,599             9,377  2.8  

Galle       1,017  163        1,180  6.7             11,317  3,371          14,688  4.7          12,334  3,534           15,868  4.8  

Matara 718  95  813  4.6             11,584  2,407          13,991  4.5          12,302  2,502           14,804  4.5  

Hambantota 562  63  625  3.5             10,282  2,434          12,716  4.0          10,844  2,497           13,341  4.0  

Jaffna 194  6  200  1.1               4,664  1,554            6,218  2.0  4,858  1,560             6,418  1.9  

Mannar 21  2  23  0.1  304  31  335  0.1  325  33  358  0.1  

Vavuniya 142  24  166  0.9               1,531  512            2,043  0.7  1,673  536             2,209  0.7  

Mullaitivu 58  7  65  0.4               1,451  473            1,924  0.6  1,509  480             1,989  0.6  

Kilinochchi 57  18  75  0.4               1,378  486            1,864  0.6  1,435  504             1,939  0.6  

Batticaloa 104  11  115  0.6               3,161  804            3,965  1.3  3,265  815             4,080  1.2  

Ampara 412  58  470  2.7               3,897  745            4,642  1.5  4,309  803             5,112  1.5  

Trincomalee 84  10  94  0.5               2,713  559            3,272  1.0  2,797  569             3,366  1.0  

Kurunegala       2,000  299        2,299  13.0             40,918  9,794          50,712  16.1          42,918  10,093           53,011  16.0  

Puttalam 798  138  936  5.3             12,791  4,192          16,983  5.4          13,589  4,330           17,919  5.4  

Anuradhapura 911  170        1,081  6.1             20,067  6,217          26,284  8.4          20,978  6,387           27,365  8.2  

Polonnaruwa 332  59  391  2.2               7,755  1,857            9,612  3.1  8,087  1,916           10,003  3.0  

Badulla 500  63  563  3.2             11,198  2,300          13,498  4.3          11,698  2,363           14,061  4.2  

Monaragala 339  50  389  2.2               7,662  1,521            9,183  2.9  8,001  1,571             9,572  2.9  

Ratnapura       1,206  129        1,335  7.5             19,385  2,610          21,995  7.0          20,591  2,739           23,330  7.0  

Kegalle 821  136  957  5.4             11,831  2,915          14,746  4.7          12,652  3,051           15,703  4.7  
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Table 13: Operators of Households Engaged in Other Economic Activities other than Agriculture by District (Small Holding Sector) -      

2014 

District 

 Operators  

Engaged in Other 

Economic Activities 
% 

Not Engaged in Other 

Economic Activities 
% Total % 

Total                1,260,935           100.0                 1,050,431       100.0             2,311,366       100.0  

Colombo                      23,473               1.9                       10,918            1.0                   34,391            1.5  

Gampaha                      84,502               6.7                       26,387            2.5                 110,889            4.8  

Kalutara                      56,634               4.5                       41,180            3.9                   97,814            4.2  

Kandy                      89,604               7.1                       49,457            4.7                 139,061            6.0  

Matale                      45,821               3.6                       32,359            3.1                   78,180            3.4  

Nuwara Eliya                      47,955               3.8                       37,207            3.5                   85,162            3.7  

Galle                      67,821               5.4                       61,280            5.8                 129,101            5.6  

Matara                      56,496               4.5                       53,930            5.1                 110,426            4.8  

Hambantota                      49,904               4.0                       56,131            5.3                 106,035            4.6  

Jaffna                      22,670               1.8                       20,746            2.0                   43,416            1.9  

Mannar                        2,572               0.2                         6,689            0.6                     9,261            0.4  

Vavuniya                      14,107               1.1                       11,264            1.1                   25,371            1.1  

Mullaitivu                      11,247               0.9                       11,303            1.1                   22,550            1.0  

Kilinochchi                      11,724               0.9                       10,562            1.0                   22,286            1.0  

Batticaloa                      15,797               1.3                       18,666            1.8                   34,463            1.5  

Ampara                      30,122               2.4                       39,122            3.7                   69,244            3.0  

Trincomalee                      16,357               1.3                       17,038            1.6                   33,395            1.4  

Kurunegala                    173,309             13.7                    117,243         11.2                 290,552         12.6  

Puttalam                      60,931               4.8                       30,667            2.9                   91,598            4.0  

Anuradhapura                      97,102               7.7                       85,732            8.2                 182,834            7.9  

Polonnaruwa                      35,150               2.8                       44,463            4.2                   79,613            3.4  

Badulla                      59,705               4.7                       69,065            6.6                 128,770            5.6  

Monaragala                      44,673               3.5                       59,969            5.7                 104,642            4.5  

Ratnapura                      75,606               6.0                       96,625            9.2                 172,231            7.5  

Kegalle                      67,653               5.4                       42,428            4.0                 110,081            4.8  152
 



         Table 14: Number of Operators Engaged in Other Economic Activities by Spend Time Period (Small Holding Sector) – 2014 

 

District 

 Operators 

More Time Engaged 

in Other Economic 

Activities  

% 

Less Time Engaged 

in Other Economic 

Activities  

% Inapplicable % Total % 

Total                       686,492       100.0                         215,659       100.0                 358,784       100.0         1,260,935        100.0  

Colombo                          14,390            2.1                             3,541            1.6                      5,984            1.7               23,915             1.9  

Gampaha                          47,742            7.0                             9,779            4.5                   23,366            6.5               80,887             6.4  

Kalutara                          30,072            4.4                             9,116            4.2                   15,464            4.3               54,652             4.3  

Kandy                          52,308            7.6                           11,899            5.5                   24,061            6.7               88,268             7.0  

Matale                          21,307            3.1                             8,086            3.7                   15,536            4.3               44,929             3.6  

Nuwara Eliya                          28,707            4.2                             7,982            3.7                   10,158            2.8               46,847             3.7  

Galle                          41,173            6.0                           10,308            4.8                   15,925            4.4               67,406             5.3  

Matara                          32,210            4.7                             9,098            4.2                   15,129            4.2               56,437             4.5  

Hambantota                          28,439            4.1                             7,660            3.6                   14,281            4.0               50,380             4.0  

Jaffna                          12,809            1.9                             3,380            1.6                      5,660            1.6               21,849             1.7  

Mannar                            1,545            0.2                             1,213            0.6                         321            0.1                 3,079             0.2  

Vavuniya                            8,143            1.2                             3,038            1.4                      2,186            0.6               13,367             1.1  

Mullaitivu                            6,712            1.0                             2,840            1.3                      1,785            0.5               11,337             0.9  

Kilinochchi                            6,980            1.0                             2,074            1.0                      1,871            0.5               10,925             0.9  

Batticaloa                            9,054            1.3                             3,239            1.5                      3,437            1.0               15,730             1.2  

Ampara                          15,395            2.2                             7,186            3.3                      7,512            2.1               30,093             2.4  

Trincomalee                            9,003            1.3                             4,223            2.0                      3,459            1.0               16,685             1.3  

Kurunegala                          89,551          13.0                           25,502          11.8                   54,618          15.2            169,671          13.5  

Puttalam                          34,492            5.0                             8,868            4.1                   18,170            5.1               61,530             4.9  

Anuradhapura                          50,421            7.3                           17,412            8.1                   30,848            8.6               98,681             7.8  

Polonnaruwa                          18,765            2.7                             5,900            2.7                   11,661            3.3               36,326             2.9  

Badulla                          28,559            4.2                           13,929            6.5                   15,386            4.3               57,874             4.6  

Monaragala                          24,186            3.5                           11,045            5.1                   14,941            4.2               50,172             4.0  

Ratnapura                          39,943            5.8                           15,617            7.2                   25,674            7.2               81,234             6.4  

Kegalle                          34,586            5.0                           12,724            5.9                   21,353            6.0               68,663             5.4  1
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       Table 15: Number and Extent of Parcel According to Size of the Area by District (Small Holding Sector) – 2014 

 

District 

Size of the Area of the Parcel 

Less than 1 acre 1 - < 2 acres 2 - < 3 acres 3 - < 4 acres 4 - < 5 acres 

Number of 

Parcels 

Extent of Parcel 
Number of 

Parcels 

Extent of Parcel Number 

of 

Parcels 

Extent of Parcel Number 

of 

Parcels 

Extent of Parcel Number 

of 

Parcels 

Extent of Parcel 

Acres % Acres % Acres % Acres % Acres % 

Total 2,638,021  1,037,148  100.0  1,048,580  1,192,811  100.0  465,841  996,020  100.0    118,311  364,055  100.0     47,982  195,711  100.0  

Colombo 42,346  15,860  1.5  9,418  14,319  1.2  2,362  5,089  0.5  783  2,468  0.7           351  1,460  0.7  

Gampaha 146,854  53,814  5.2  30,750  39,644  3.3  7,814  16,902  1.7  2,874  9,084  2.5        1,382  5,714  2.9  

Kalutara 136,517  51,655  5.0  43,004  49,480  4.1  10,779  23,173  2.3  2,854  9,094  2.5        1,007  4,195  2.1  

Kandy 181,301  65,952  6.4  43,460  49,078  4.1  10,848  23,017  2.3  2,460  7,694  2.1        1,126  4,665  2.4  

Matale 97,292  40,145  3.9  41,681  47,235  4.0  14,111  29,312  2.9  2,256  6,994  1.9           904  3,706  1.9  

Nuwara Eliya 109,989  30,556  2.9  19,444  21,233  1.8  3,731  7,792  0.8  797  2,476  0.7           357  1,462  0.7  

Galle 169,519  64,035  6.2  53,123  60,177  5.0  11,157  23,760  2.4  2,507  7,875  2.2           996  4,146  2.1  

Matara 153,096  59,453  5.7  49,749  57,521  4.8  11,285  23,957  2.4  2,541  7,979  2.2           977  4,050  2.1  

Hambantota 85,088  36,505  3.5  57,236  65,019  5.5  32,632  70,375  7.1  5,550  17,159  4.7        2,154  8,825  4.5  

Jaffna 79,669  29,016  2.8  9,450  13,526  1.1  2,061  4,593  0.5  608  1,959  0.5           242  1,022  0.5  

 Mannar 7,552  2,556  0.2  5,524  5,309  0.4  3,844  7,860  0.8  1,663  5,046  1.4           702  2,835  1.4  

Vavuniya 13,886  5,788  0.6  12,874  14,248  1.2  7,569  15,408  1.5  3,236  9,766  2.7        1,148  4,617  2.4  

Mullaitivu 12,057  5,744  0.6  12,388  12,787  1.1  6,977  14,304  1.4  4,232  12,845  3.5           839  3,389  1.7  

Kilinochchi 13,344  6,140  0.6  11,971  12,432  1.0  6,059  12,456  1.3  3,091  9,353  2.6        1,019  4,118  2.1  

Batticaloa 34,356  9,620  0.9  10,221  12,050  1.0  10,358  21,301  2.1  5,669  17,131  4.7        1,874  7,542  3.9  

Ampara 50,267  17,752  1.7  28,493  32,493  2.7  35,389  77,549  7.8  9,853  29,978  8.2        3,917  15,791  8.1  

Trincomalee 23,163  8,477  0.8  18,164  20,186  1.7  9,926  20,326  2.0  5,619  16,999  4.7        1,545  6,212  3.2  

Kurunegala 388,714  167,278  16.1  155,831  172,599  14.5  49,851  104,809  10.5  10,873  33,880  9.3        4,757  19,538  10.0  

Puttalam 72,813  29,264  2.8  41,467  48,784  4.1  22,114  46,296  4.6  4,432  13,702  3.8        2,403  9,818  5.0  

Anuradhapura 188,403  86,927  8.4  132,583  152,201  12.8  67,226  146,312  14.7  18,695  57,021  15.7        5,657  22,958  11.7  

Polonnaruwa 60,362  27,931  2.7  33,122  38,531  3.2  36,053  84,221  8.5  6,052  18,739  5.1        1,533  6,289  3.2  

Badulla 175,269  60,373  5.8  47,720  51,822  4.3  22,815  48,685  4.9  3,867  11,886  3.3        1,806  7,313  3.7  

Monaragala 61,081  28,164  2.7  58,574  65,583  5.5  45,931  94,601  9.5  9,560  29,263  8.0        7,614  30,975  15.8  

Ratnapura 184,618  76,041  7.3  81,651  90,795  7.6  23,781  50,092  5.0  5,198  16,134  4.4        2,264  9,282  4.7  

Kegalle 150,465  58,101  5.6  40,682  45,758  3.8  11,168  23,829  2.4  3,041  9,531  2.6        1,408  5,790  3.0  
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   Table 15: Number and Extent of Parcel According to Size of the Area by District (Small Holding Sector) - 2014 (cont...) 

District 

Size of the Area of the Parcel 
               

5 - < 10 acres 10 -< 20 acres  20 - < 50 acres  50 acres and above Total 
               

Number 

of 

Parcels 

Extent of Parcel Number 

of 

Parcels 

Extent of Parcel Number 

of 

Parcels 

Extent of Parcel Number 

of 

Parcels 

Extent of Parcel Number of 

Parcels 

Extent of Parcel 
               

Acres % Acres % Acres % Acres % Acres % 
               

Total 66,862  407,660  100.0      14,629  179,889  100.0  1,110  28,993  100.0  40  2,313  100.0      4,401,376     4,404,599  100.0  
               

Colombo 
 

767  5,141  1.3  249  3,269  1.8  26  751  2.6  -    -    -    56,302  48,356  1.1  
               

Gampaha 2,185  13,707  3.4  771  9,848  5.5  35  945  3.3  -    -    -           192,665  149,658  3.4                 
Kalutara 1,717  10,948  2.7  429  5,563  3.1  15  430  1.5  -    -    -           196,322  154,539  3.5                 
Kandy 2,246  15,196  3.7  510  6,478  3.6  34  930  3.2  1  55  2.4         241,986  173,066  3.9                 
Matale 1,569  10,228  2.5  425  5,438  3.0  44  1,066  3.7  3  184  7.9         158,285  144,307  3.3                 
Nuwara Eliya 560  3,596  0.9  154  2,000  1.1  2  50  0.2  1  59  2.5         135,035  69,223  1.6                 
Galle 1,679  10,472  2.6  459  5,760  3.2  31  869  3.0  -    -    -           239,471  177,095  4.0                 
Matara 1,678  10,787  2.6  433  5,394  3.0  22  533  1.8  4  244  10.6         219,785  169,920  3.9                 
Hambantota 2,972  18,004  4.4  482  5,968  3.3  36  976  3.4  -    -    -           186,150  222,831  5.1                 
Jaffna 271  1,625  0.4  83  1,102  0.6  6  137  0.5  -    -    -    92,390  52,979  1.2                 
Mannar 1,179  6,999  1.7  242  2,949  1.6  31  826  2.8  1  80  3.5  20,738  34,458  0.8                 
Vavuniya 1,618  9,219  2.3  339  3,870  2.2  57  1,372  4.7  1  60  2.6  40,728  64,348  1.5                 
Mullaitivu 1,476  8,815  2.2  243  2,903  1.6  26  600  2.1  -    -    -    38,238  61,387  1.4                 
Kilinochchi 1,912  11,035  2.7  718  8,189  4.6  62  1,580  5.4  -    -    -    38,176  65,303  1.5                 
Batticaloa 3,838  21,805  5.3  917  10,711  6.0  120  2,986  10.3  5  277  12.0  67,358  103,424  2.3                 
Ampara 4,349  25,302  6.2  606  7,043  3.9  107  2,843  9.8  -    -    -           132,981  208,750  4.7                 
Trincomalee 1,462  8,545  2.1  228  2,587  1.4  23  518  1.8  10  606  26.2  60,140  84,456  1.9                 
Kurunegala 6,682  41,532  10.2  1,927  24,191  13.4  98  2,617  9.0  6  315  13.6         618,739  566,759  12.9                 
Puttalam 4,191  24,997  6.1  1,195  14,554  8.1  44  1,132  3.9  2  110  4.8         148,661  188,658  4.3                 
Anuradhapura 7,983  48,317  11.9  1,060  12,814  7.1  72  1,948  6.7  -    -    -           421,679  528,498  12.0                 
Polonnaruwa 3,021  18,368  4.5  206  2,572  1.4  29  699  2.4  -    -    -           140,378  197,350  4.5                 
Badulla 1,787  10,721  2.6  396  4,887  2.7  52  1,438  5.0  4  224  9.7         253,716  197,348  4.5                 
Monaragala 6,549  39,759  9.8  1,085  13,045  7.3  63  1,721  5.9  1  50  2.2         190,458  303,163  6.9                 
 Ratnapura 3,002  18,631  4.6  868  10,995  6.1  52  1,370  4.7  1  50  2.2         301,435  273,390  6.2                 
Kegalle 2,169  13,910  3.4  604  7,757  4.3  23  658  2.3  -    -    -           209,560         65,334  3.8                 
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Table 16 : Number of Parcels Operated by Operators According to Size of Parcel by District (Small Holding Sector) - 2014 

  
            

District 
Group of the Parcels  

1 Parcel % 2 Parcels  % 3 Parcels  % 4 Parcels  % 5 Parcels  % 6 Parcels  % 

Total   1,065,391    100.0     764,015    100.0     278,249    100.0     109,605     100.0       47,237     100.0        21,512    100.0  

Colombo         19,318         1.8        10,211         1.3          3,055         1.1         1,089  1.0            399         0.8              151         0.7  

Gampaha         59,268         5.6        32,780         4.3        11,396         4.1         4,220  3.8        1,665         3.5              728         3.4  

Kalutara         42,319         4.0        31,412         4.1        13,407         4.8         5,489  5.0        2,480         5.2          1,179         5.5  

Kandy         77,906         7.3        37,822         5.0        13,538         4.9         5,105  4.7        2,280         4.8          1,044         4.9  

Matale         33,254         3.1        25,618         3.4        10,621         3.8         4,547  4.1        2,049         4.3              978         4.5  

Nuwara Eliya         55,835         5.2        17,880         2.3          6,382         2.3         2,718  2.5        1,245         2.6              500         2.3  

Galle         63,996         6.0        38,831         5.1        15,424         5.5         5,963  5.4        2,495         5.3          1,099         5.1  

Matara         50,189         4.7        33,801         4.4        14,307         5.1         6,224  5.7        2,737         5.8          1,368         6.4  

Hambantota         51,281         4.8        38,720         5.1        10,504         3.8         3,175  2.9        1,162         2.5              527         2.4  

Jaffna         14,558         1.4        17,184         2.2          6,827         2.5         2,608  2.4        1,120         2.4              521         2.4  

Mannar           2,509         0.2          3,995         0.5          1,657         0.6             607  0.6            265         0.6              118         0.5  

Vavuniya         14,561         1.4          7,569         1.0          2,199         0.8             693  0.6            223         0.5                78         0.4  

Mullaitivu         11,905         1.1          7,189         0.9          2,561         0.9             546  0.5            177         0.4                80         0.4  

Kilinochchi         12,529         1.2          6,369         0.8          1,995         0.7             758  0.7            302         0.6              140         0.7  

Batticaloa           8,904         0.8        19,656         2.6          4,346         1.6         1,065  1.0            310         0.7                86         0.4  

Ampara         21,575         2.0        35,996         4.7          8,026         2.9         2,400  2.2            777         1.6              225         1.0  

Trincomalee         12,543         1.2        16,277         2.1          3,399         1.2             843  0.8            229         0.5                46         0.2  

Kurunegala       119,961       11.3        92,446      12.1        39,878       14.3       18,747  17.1        9,275       19.6          4,711       21.9  

Puttalam         54,943         5.2        23,195         3.0          8,056         2.9         3,149  2.9        1,195         2.5              494         2.3  

Anuradhapura         55,630         5.2        65,788         8.6        33,177       11.9       14,873  13.6        6,829       14.5          3,189       14.8  

Polonnaruwa         31,390         2.9        39,017         5.1          6,054         2.2         1,933  1.8            652         1.4              235         1.1  

Badulla         55,409         5.2        44,222         5.8        16,489         5.9         6,933  6.3        3,113         6.6          1,319         6.1  

Monaragala         49,338         4.6        33,976         4.4        14,886         5.4         4,356  4.0        1,343         2.8              430         2.0  

Ratnapura         88,847         8.3        54,427         7.1        18,017         6.5         6,353  5.8        2,413         5.1              970         4.5  

Kegalle         57,422         5.4        29,636         3.9        12,046         4.3         5,209  4.8        2,502         5.3          1,297         6.0  156
 



Table 16: Number of Parcels Operated by Operators According to Size of Parcel by District (Small Holding Sector) - 2014 

(cont...) 

District 

Group of the Parcels  

7 Parcels  % 8 Parcels  % 9 Parcels  % 
10 Parcels & 

Above  
% Total 

Total      10,446     100.0         5,423    100.0         3,104    100.0          3,827    100.0    2,311,366  

Colombo              65  0.6              31         0.6               16         0.5                21         0.5          34,391  

Gampaha            341  3.3            161         3.0               91         2.9             131         3.4        110,889  

Kalutara            609  5.8            263         4.9            196         6.3             261         6.8          97,814  

Kandy            529  5.1            288         5.3            170         5.5             183         4.8        139,061  

Matale            475  4.5            241         4.5            159         5.1             170         4.4          78,180  

Nuwara Eliya            252  2.4            122         2.3               72         2.3                90         2.4          85,162  

Galle            519  5.0            285         5.2            140         4.5             196         5.1        129,101  

Matara            695  6.7            414         7.6            234         7.5             308         8.0        110,426  

Hambantota            243  2.3            143         2.6               61         2.0             116         3.0        106,035  

Jaffna            232  2.2            139         2.6               83         2.7             101         2.6          43,416  

Mannar              48  0.5              13         0.2               10         0.3                19         0.5            9,261  

Vavuniya              29  0.3                7         0.1                 2         0.1                  2         0.1          25,371  

Mullaitivu              29  0.3              16         0.3               13         0.4                  8         0.2          22,550  

Kilinochchi              76  0.7              42         0.8               21         0.7                19         0.5          22,286  

Batticaloa              32  0.3              11         0.2                 4         0.1                  3         0.1          34,463  

Ampara              83  0.8              29         0.5               19         0.6                15         0.4          69,244  

Trincomalee              13  0.1                5         0.1                 2         0.1                  3         0.1          33,395  

Kurunegala        2,403  23.0        1,340       24.7            743       23.9             958       25.0        290,552  

Puttalam            223  2.1            101         1.9               49         1.6                45         1.2          91,598  

Anuradhapura        1,574  15.1            799       14.7            426       13.7             410       10.7        182,834  

Polonnaruwa              83  0.8              39         0.7               17         0.6                25         0.7          79,613  

Badulla            604  5.8            278         5.1            158         5.1             135         3.5        128,770  

Monaragala            155  1.5              51         0.9               22         0.7                13         0.3        104,642  

Ratnapura            413  3.9            188         3.5            113         3.7             158         4.1        172,231  

Kegalle            719  6.9            415         7.7            281         9.0             437       11.4        110,081  157 



Table 17: Number and Extent of Holding According to Size of the Area by District (Small Holding Sector) – 2014 
 

 District  

Number of Holdings 

Less than 1 Acre 1-< 2 Acres 2-<3 Acres 3-<4 Acres 4-<5 Acres 5-< 10 Acres 

No. 
Area 

(acres) 
No. 

Area 

(acres) 
No. 

Area 

(acres) 
No. 

Area 

(acres) 
No. 

Area 

(acres) 
No. 

Area 

(acres) 

Total 933,864 439,423 589,496 745,871 317,066 715,500 193,037 619,817 93,417 395,123 146,332 935,846 

Colombo       20,229          9,759          8,025       10,212            2,696          6,129          1,152          3,774             620          2,640          1,106          7,386  

Gampaha       67,272       31,645       24,239       31,080            8,467       19,488          3,920       12,984          2,084          8,954          3,403       22,373  

Kalutara       45,619       22,257       26,804       34,834         12,140       27,933          5,662       18,685          2,807       12,055          3,782       24,511  

Kandy       81,603       34,450       32,615       41,021         12,153       27,516          5,132       16,774          2,505       10,716          3,846       25,577  

Matale       28,222       14,170       22,771       29,039         12,777       28,816          6,592       21,477          3,012       12,797          3,905       24,948  

Nuwara Eliya       59,510       15,692       15,851       19,704            5,564       12,441          2,022          6,563             882          3,753          1,048          6,731  

Galle       66,257       31,132       35,889       45,984         14,094       32,271          5,725       18,894          2,663       11,464          3,508       22,524  

Matara       48,545       24,688       34,717       44,769         14,426       33,122          5,605       18,578          2,605       11,266          3,578       23,259  

Hambantota       29,850       15,410       30,298       37,616         21,168       48,056       11,256       35,927          4,988       21,069          7,030       44,174  

Jaffna       27,031       13,670          9,490       12,900            3,399          8,060          1,542          5,224             758          3,332             966          6,223  

Mannar          1,046             506          2,142          2,610            1,979          4,376          1,132          3,650             718          3,028          1,617       10,187  

Vavuniya          7,660          3,578          6,948          7,877            3,627          7,785          1,937          6,129          1,553          6,419          2,667       17,114  

Mullaitivu          5,871          2,964          5,822          7,205            3,534          7,798          2,162          6,862          1,310          5,443          2,997       18,728  

Kilinochchi          6,939          3,360          5,203          6,236            3,179          7,031          1,815          5,803          1,174          4,920          2,713       17,174  

Batticaloa          8,421          3,695          5,652          7,123            6,971       15,525          4,954       15,962          2,379          9,929          4,595       28,362  

Ampara       12,240          5,818       11,466       14,462         13,063       29,213       15,433       47,789          5,617       23,357          9,419       59,414  

Trincomalee          7,613          3,120          7,065          8,764            7,208       16,009          4,387       14,023          2,896       12,025          3,642       22,032  

Kurunegala     103,428       56,342       88,083     112,272         43,174       98,005       22,225       72,736       11,975       51,335       17,235     111,476  

Puttalam       36,848       15,905       20,789       25,173         13,205       28,774          7,132       22,719          4,209       17,618          7,116       45,206  

Anuradhapura       40,192       21,285       42,119       54,007         29,186       66,758       25,565       81,777       14,252       60,254       25,790     166,112  

Polonnaruwa       20,953       10,581       14,802       18,408         11,286       25,670       19,741       60,892          3,954       16,574          7,569       47,690  

Badulla       63,002       26,875       30,898       39,321         14,217       31,965       10,413       34,059          3,812       16,012          5,331       33,758  

Monaragala       19,703       10,066       23,214       28,468         22,616       49,778       12,731       40,396          9,194       38,514       13,678       87,919  

Ratnapura       69,917       34,820       54,841       68,780         25,276       56,362          9,932       32,038          4,822       20,343          5,832       36,908  

Kegalle       55,894       27,633       29,754       38,006         11,662       26,618          4,869       16,100          2,627       11,306          3,960       26,061  158 



Table 17: Number and Extent of Holding According to Size of the Area by District (Small Holding Sector) - 2014 

(cont...) 
 

 District  

Number of Holdings 
  

Total 10-< 20 Acres 20-<50 Acres 50 Acres & above 

No. Area (acres) No. Area (acres) No. Area (acres) No. Area (acres) 

Total      33,399     423,375       4,566     119,619        166     10,026     2,311,343     4,404,599  

Colombo             487          6,387             75          1,957             2           112           34,391           48,356  

Gampaha          1,277       16,885           220          5,828             7           420        110,889        149,658  

Kalutara             889       11,284           108          2,876             2           102           97,814        154,539  

Kandy          1,082       13,785           123          3,170             1             57        139,061        173,066  

Matale             788       10,029           109          2,738             5           293           78,180        144,307  

Nuwara Eliya             249          3,264             34             896             3           178           85,162           69,223  

Galle             830       10,867           130          3,566             7           393        129,101        177,095  

Matara             817       10,514           126          3,314             6           410        110,426        169,920  

Hambantota          1,281       16,171           163          4,353             1             54        106,035        222,831  

Jaffna             201          2,706             25             695             3           169           43,416           52,979  

Mannar             504          6,473           116          3,162             6           466             9,261           34,458  

Vavuniya             806       10,388           165          4,525             8           533           25,371           64,348  

Mullaitivu             703          8,852           132          3,395             2           139           22,532           61,387  

Kilinochchi             991       12,759           246          6,747          21       1,273           22,282           65,303  

Batticaloa          1,190       14,535           286          7,500          13           794           34,462        103,424  

Ampara          1,754       21,625           241          6,320          12           751           69,244        208,750  

Trincomalee             511          6,237             61          1,535          11           711           33,395           84,456  

Kurunegala          3,924       50,607           487       12,839          20       1,147        290,552        566,759  

Puttalam          1,994       25,127           296          7,728             7           407           91,598        188,658  

Anuradhapura          5,255       65,918           470       11,923             8           464        182,834        528,498  

Polonnaruwa          1,181       14,467           127          3,068           -                -             79,613        197,350  

Badulla             990       12,173           100          2,749             7           437        128,770        197,348  

Monaragala          3,170       39,583           335          8,333             2           106        104,642        303,163  

Ratnapura          1,381       17,782           224          5,906             8           451        172,231        273,390  

Kegalle          1,145       14,954           168          4,496             3           160        110,081        165,334  
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Table 18: Number of Holdings and Extent by  Agricultural Households by Volume of Works (Small Holding Sector) - 2014 

         

District 

Entire Work done by Household 

Members 

50% of Work or More Done by 

Household Members 

Less Than 50% of Work Done by 

Household Members 
 Total 

No. of Holdings Extent (Acres) No. of Holdings Extent (Acres) No. of Holdings Extent (Acres) No. of Holdings Extent (Acres) 

Total      1,239,580       1,909,473           678,501       1,576,203           393,262           918,923       2,311,343       4,404,599  

Colombo            18,132             20,106                8,317             13,368                7,942             14,883             34,391             48,356  

Gampaha            67,067             70,318             22,574             38,387             21,248             40,952           110,889           149,658  

Kalutara            49,864             64,867             27,929             49,801             20,021             39,871             97,814           154,539  

Kandy            82,104             88,299             35,079             51,406             21,878             33,361           139,061           173,066  

Matale            45,657             73,162             20,528             45,537             11,995             25,608             78,180           144,307  

Nuwara Eliya            45,839             32,553             26,751             23,548             12,573             13,121             85,162             69,223  

Galle            57,103             60,972             41,289             61,199             30,709             54,924           129,101           177,095  

Matara            58,001             69,923             32,972             56,888             19,453             43,108           110,426           169,920  

Hambantota            47,534             73,308             39,671             96,967             18,830             52,556           106,035           222,831  

Jaffna            16,642             16,441             15,304             20,036             11,470             16,502             43,416             52,979  

Mannar               4,166             13,135                3,172             13,303                1,923                8,021                9,261             34,458  

Vavuniya            14,329             27,700                6,200             24,020                4,842             12,627             25,371             64,348  

Mullaitivu            12,748             29,997                6,160             20,295                3,623             11,095             22,532             61,387  

Kilinochchi            11,369             22,079                7,438             29,447                3,475             13,777             22,282             65,303  

Batticaloa            15,198             39,588             11,220             38,857                8,044             24,979             34,462           103,424  

Ampara            26,520             64,955             26,870             90,035             15,854             53,761             69,244           208,750  

Trincomalee            12,097             23,106             12,811             36,935                8,488             24,415             33,395             84,456  

Kurunegala          166,514           275,307             81,048           190,165             42,990           101,287           290,552           566,759  

Puttalam            51,263             88,320             24,762             63,712             15,573             36,626             91,598           188,658  

Anuradhapura            84,200           193,575             67,643           237,217             30,990             97,706           182,834           528,498  

Polonnaruwa            31,157             53,561             27,734             84,688             20,722             59,101             79,613           197,350  

Badulla            74,104           102,171             37,737             66,748             16,929             28,430           128,770           197,348  

Monaragala            62,650           163,653             31,495           107,614             10,496             31,895           104,642           303,163  

Ratnapura          114,426           153,660             40,242             73,352             17,563             46,379           172,231           273,390  

Kegalle            70,896             88,718             23,554             42,677             15,631             33,938           110,081           165,334  
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Table 19 : Number of Agricultural Household and their Population by Sex - 2014 

        

District 
No. of Agricultural 

Household  

Sex of the Household Members 

Male  % Female % TOTAL % 

Sri Lanka             2,258,985     4,519,152        49.5     4,614,116         50.5     9,133,268      100.0  

Colombo                   32,718           64,555        48.9           67,540         51.1        132,095      100.0  

Gampaha                 103,672         205,446        49.0        214,159         51.0        419,604      100.0  

Kalutara                 100,308         198,905        49.1        206,284         50.9        405,189      100.0  

Kandy                 133,395         281,012        49.0        292,283         51.0        573,295      100.0  

Matale                   72,591         147,304        49.8        148,726         50.2        296,029      100.0  

Nuwara Eliya                   84,404         188,238        49.8        189,908         50.2        378,146      100.0  

Galle                 127,750         250,747        48.8        262,569         51.2        513,316      100.0  

Matara                 108,206         223,065        49.5        227,753         50.5        450,818      100.0  

Hambantota                 104,352         213,259        50.1        212,599         49.9        425,858      100.0  

Jaffna                   43,466           85,269        48.9           89,014         51.1        174,283      100.0  

Mannar                      8,930           18,714        50.5           18,374         49.5           37,088      100.0  

Vavuniya                   22,429           42,344        49.2           43,772         50.8           86,115      100.0  

Mullaitivu                   21,793           38,058        49.4           39,012         50.6           77,070      100.0  

Killinochchi                   22,004           42,234        49.5           43,046         50.5           85,279      100.0  

Batticaloa                   34,895           69,732        50.3           68,971         49.7        138,703      100.0  

Ampara                   66,381         136,953        50.4        134,786         49.6        271,739      100.0  

Tricomalee                   32,340           63,056        49.9           63,256         50.1        126,312      100.0  

Kurunegala                 288,816         555,176        48.9        579,965         51.1     1,135,141      100.0  

Puttalam                   90,119         172,190        49.0        179,344         51.0        351,533      100.0  

Anuradhapura                 179,809         353,586        49.5        360,333         50.5        713,919      100.0  

Polonnaruwa                   78,136         157,269        50.1        156,566         49.9        313,835      100.0  

Badulla                 126,396         258,173        49.9        259,124         50.1        517,298      100.0  

Monaragala                 100,274         200,743        50.4        197,325         49.6        398,068      100.0  

Ratnapura                  171,303         343,176        50.2        341,073         49.8        684,248      100.0  

Kegalle 104498 209949       49.0  218335        51.0        428,284      100.0  

161 



Table 20:  Number of Parcels and Extent under Coconut Systematic Cultivation by District 
   

          
                          

District 

Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 

Grand 
Total 

Number of 

Parcels 

Total 

Extent 

In 

Production 

Not in Production Number of 

Estates 

Total 

Extent 

In 

Production 

Not in Production 

Newly 

Planted 

Under 

Planted 

Newly 

Planted 

Under 

Planted 

Sri Lanka 2,340,935 257,167 221,281 35,886 30,132 6,086 158,456 136,213 22,205 13,043 415,623 

Colombo 35,420 4,368 3,789 580 361 95 1,210 964 246 62 5,578 

Gampaha 131,801 31,267 29,114 2,153 4,528 450 15,783 13,730 2,053 742 47,050 

Kalutara 100,954 4,675 3,945 729 583 185 1,047 957 90 127 5,722 

Kandy 129,333 2,055 1,827 228 152 143 999 916 83 41 3,054 

Matale 87,341 8,307 6,976 1,332 578 187 3,843 3,454 389 430 12,150 

Nuwara Eliya 30,665 309 248 61 44 12 10 10 - 4 319 

Galle 140,413 3,141 2,783 358 397 212 1,491 1,332 159 118 4,632 

Matara 125,855 3,399 3,204 194 442 272 1,564 1,449 115 81 4,963 

Hambantota 120,673 11,905 8,879 3,026 1,288 98 1,335 1,017 318 348 13,240 

Jaffna 47,352 832 525 307 89 7 149 132 17 12 981 

Mannar 7,927 973 798 175 30 8 152 152 - 40 1,125 

Vavuniya 23396 1,482 769 713 90 8 14 14 - 19 1,496 

Mullaitivu 21,806 2,712 1,759 953 253 42 819 803 16 278 3,531 

Kilinochchi 21,870 2,280 1,550 730 112 163 1,261 1,188 73 1,170 3,541 

Batticaloa 33,312 1,157 760 397 52 58 521 433 88 278 1,678 

Ampara 67,713 1,105 751 353 96 21 496 463 33 62 1,601 

Trincomalee 29,035 849 669 180 47 3 41 41 - 3 890 

Kurunegala 347,737 97,915 86,600 11,315 14,528 2,069 79,940 67,683 12,257 4,107 177,855 

Puttalam 101,526 41,293 36,272 5,020 3,624 1,334 41,609 36,543 5,066 4,004 82,902 

Anuradhapura 182,566 7,516 5,521 1,995 503 66 497 439 58 178 8,013 

Polonnaruwa 77,381 980 775 206 66 51 2,200 1,468 732 397 3,180 

Badulla 78,886 1,204 712 492 165 37 321 291 30 22 1,525 

Monaragala 108,267 7,588 5,043 2,545 454 65 592 458 134 160 8,180 

Ratnapura 175,225 11,654 10,520 1,134 672 318 1,119 1,006 113 246 12,773 

Kegalle 114,481 8,202 7,494 709 975 182 1,443 1,308 135 114 9,645 
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Table 21:  Coconut Extent under Scattered Cultivation by District 
  

         

District 

Small Holding Sector 
Estate Sector 

Grand Total 
Below 40 Perches 

Over 40 perches 

Bearing Not Bearing Total Bearing Not Bearing Total 

Sri Lanka 89,632 383680 186828 570,507 15,836 4,385 20,221 680,360 

Colombo 5,858 7,748 2,237 9,985 229 98 327 16,169 

Gampaha 13,223 52,081 19,386 71,467 1,447 365 1812 86,502 

Kalutara 6,506 8,025 2,660 10,685 165 54 219 17,410 

Kandy 3,016 3,251 1,447 4,698 213 50 263 7,977 

Matale 1,200 12,876 6,111 18,988 301 130 431 20,619 

Nuwara Eliya 316 401 306 707 3 2 4 1,027 

Galle 5,491 5,160 2,019 7,179 565 253 818 13,488 

Matara 3,608 5,573 2,196 7,768 1,048 145 1,193 12,569 

Hambantota 3,265 17,576 9,635 27,211 461 92 553 31,029 

Jaffna 6,029 1,208 693 1,901 17 6 23 7,953 

Mannar 1,127 82 104 187 - 3 3 1,317 

Vavuniya 855 1,454 1,934 3,388 5 1 5 4,249 

Mullaitivu 629 154 263 417 97 47 144 1,190 

Kilinochchi 489 103 135 237 75 11 86 812 

Batticaloa 5,541 215 272 487 92 71 163 6,191 

Ampara 4,197 120 95 215 2 2 4 4,416 

Trincomalee 2,453 1,012 929 1,941 - - - 4,394 

Kurunegala 7,841 14,3419 80,343 223,762 7,681 2,136 9,816 241,420 

Puttalam 5,386 65,716 28,667 94,384 2,693 689 3,382 103,151 

Anuradhapura 2,494 9,868 7,312 17,179 59 45 104 19,777 

Polonnaruwa 1,797 1,369 872 2,241 18 30 47 4,086 

Badulla 710 1,239 1,512 2,751 61 23 84 3,546 

Monaragala 745 9,965 7,380 17,344 3 37 40 18,130 

Ratnapura 3,237 20,291 6,346 26,637 177 68 245 30,119 

Kegalle 3,619 14,773 3,976 18,748 425 28 453 22,820 
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    Table 22: Extent under Other Export Agricultural Crops by Sector and by District – 2014  
   Extent in Acres 

District 

Cocoa Coffee Cinnamon Pepper 

Extent under Systematic Cultivation Extent under Systematic Cultivation Extent under Systematic Cultivation Extent under Systematic Cultivation 

Total Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Total Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Total Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Total Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Sri Lanka 2,472 1,114 1,358 3,262 2,550 712 77,489 69,269 8,220 59,775 56,661 3,114 

Colombo 1 1 - 14 14 - 417 374 43 297 265 32 

Gampaha 18 14 4 59 50 9 631 422 209 1,570 1,396 174 

Kalutara 30 30 - 42 42 - 5,793 4991 802 333 313 20 

Kandy 136 77 59 683 554 129 412 278 134 6,189 5,861 328 

Matale 1,052 81 971 381 265 116 758 496 262 9,229 8,097 1,132 

Nuwara Eliya 4 4 - 569 354 215 129 44 85 2,161 2,152 9 

Galle 75 75 - 102 102 - 27,573 25,614 1,959 344 327 17 

Matara 37 37 - 95 90 5 21,873 19,951 1,922 428 401 27 

Hambantota 26 26 - 63 63 - 7,604 7,568 36 2,663 2,611 52 

Jaffna - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Mannar - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Vavuniya - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Mullaitivu - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Kilinochchi - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Batticaloa - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Ampara 11 11 - 15 15 - 30 30 - 70 69 1 

Trincomalee - - - - - - - - - 6 6 - 

Kurunegala 204 66 138 281 223 58 522 387 135 3,791 3,338 453 

Puttalam - - - 9 9 - 30 14 16 152 111 41 

Anuradhapura - - - - - - 68 53 15 254 253 1 

Polonnaruwa - - - - - - 12 12 - 75 75 - 

Badulla 70 25 45 292 201 91 1,151 785 366 12,002 11,661 341 

Monaragala 675 585 90 129 128 1 371 302 69 8,108 8,050 58 

Ratnapura 38 38 - 197 152 45 9,381 7,607 1,774 10,473 10,175 298 

Kegalle 95 44 51 331 288 43 734 341 393 1630 1500 130 

   Note: Excluding the extent of holdings ¼ acres and below. 
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  Table 22: Extent under Other Export Agricultural Crops by Sector and by District – 2014 (Cont……..) 
       Extent in Acres 

District 

Cardamom Cloves Nutmeg Betel Arecanut 

Extent under Systematic 

Cultivation 

Extent under Systematic 

Cultivation 

Extent under Systematic 

Cultivation 

Extent under Systematic 

Cultivation 

Extent under Systematic 

Cultivation 

Total Small 

Holding 
Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Total Small 

Holding 
Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Total Small 

Holding 
Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Total Small 

Holding 
Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Total Small 

Holding 
Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Sri Lanka 3,983 565 3,418 2,019 1,769 250 806 741 65 2,540 2,436 104 2,588 2,380 208 

Colombo 4 4 - 8 8 - 1 1 - 33 33 - 25 24 1 

Gampaha 15 15 - 56 54 2 26 25 1 391 380 11 215 165 50 

Kalutara 14 14 - 21 21 - 18 16 2 81 81 - 47 43 4 

Kandy 1,010 152 858 681 641 40 342 332 10 13 13 - 170 165 5 

Matale 1,342 120 1,222 316 218 98 76 34 42 37 37 - 240 189 51 

Nuwara Eliya 336 22 314 52 46 6 3 3 - 9 9 - 97 53 44 

Galle 42 42 - 47 46 1 20 20 - 75 75 - 83 82 1 

Matara 86 10 76 27 25 2 14 13 1 21 21 - 48 46 2 

Hambantota 6 6 - 7 7 - 23 23 - 22 22 - 55 47 8 

Jaffna - - - - - - - - - 24 24 - 8 8 - 

Mannar - - - - - - - - - 9 9 - 1 1 - 

Vavuniya - - - - - - - - - 3 3 - 24 23 1 

Mullaitivu - - - - - - - - - 8 8 - 69 69 - 

Kilinochchi - - - - - - - - - 4 4 - 38 38 - 

Batticaloa - - - - - - - - - 111 111 - 1 1 - 

Ampara - - - - - - 13 13 - 23 18 5 18 18 - 

Trincomalee - - - - - - - - - 84 84 - 15 15 - 

Kurunegala 42 42 - 143 136 7 82 77 5 1,133 1,050 83 366 344 22 

Puttalam - - - - - - 5 5 - 141 136 5 23 23 - 

Anuradhapura - - - - - - 45 45 - 79 79 - 59 59 - 

Polonnaruwa - - - - - - 7 7 - 41 41 - 10 10 - 

Badulla 16 16 - 28 27 1 16 16 - 12 12 - 253 252 1 

Monaragala 23 19 4 10 8 2 9 9 - 54 54 - 219 218 1 

Ratnapura 674 74 600 70 51 19 15 15 - 56 56 - 333 328 5 

Kegalle 373 29 344 553 481 72 91 87 4 76 76 - 171 159 12 

   Note: Excluding the extent of holdings ¼ acres and below. 
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     Table 23: Extent under Fruit Crops by Sector and District – 2014 
      Extent in Acres 

District 

Mango Banana Papaw Pine apple 

Extent under Systematic Cultivation Extent under Systematic Cultivation Extent under Systematic Cultivation Extent under Systematic Cultivation 

Total 

Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 
Total 

Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 
Total 

Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 
Total 

Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Sri Lanka 7,909 6,047 1,862 46,486 43,234 3,252 936 671 265 10,927 9,268 1,659 

Colombo 86 83 3 305 274 31 6 3 3 369 269 100 

Gampaha 272 256 16 1,445 1,301 144 19 15 4 5,183 4,582 601 

Kalutara 56 36 20 293 260 33 12 10 2 144 115 29 

Kandy 432 426 6 493 449 44 11 10 1 272 272 - 

Matale 637 496 141 1,109 873 236 42 28 14 29 23 6 

Nuwara Eliya 38 38 - 297 297 - 1 1 - 10 10 - 

Galle 76 76 - 275 269 6 23 23 - 112 109 3 

Matara 29 23 6 294 265 29 10 5 5 68 53 15 

Hambantota 620 346 274 11,773 11,670 103 152 129 23 81 74 7 

Jaffna 52 52 - 1,164 1,164 - 5 5 - 1 1 - 

Mannar 17 17 - 82 65 17 1 1 - - - - 

Vavuniya 33 33 - 354 351 3 18 17 1 10 9 1 

Mullaitivu 100 99 1 411 409 2 7 7 - 3 3 - 

Kilinochchi 267 251 16 479 477 2 18 18 - 12 8 4 

Batticaloa 90 86 4 52 42 10 1 1 - - - - 

Ampara 200 193 7 366 355 11 9 6 3 33 33 - 

Trincomalee 95 95 - 112 95 17 4 2 2 17 17 - 

Kurunegala 903 608 295 3,676 3,088 588 233 138 95 2,824 2,253 571 

Puttalam 391 218 173 1,863 1,127 736 116 62 54 783 650 133 

Anuradhapura 1,143 858 285 4,497 4,449 48 122 108 14 139 137 2 

Polonnaruwa 292 67 225 483 355 128 31 8 23 46 26 20 

Badulla 368 209 159 1,453 1,425 28 14 13 1 113 85 28 

Monaragala 1,393 1,184 209 8,997 8,120 877 55 35 20 192 161 31 

Ratnapura 209 189 20 5,564 5,510 54 23 23 - 138 126 12 

Kegalle 110 108 2 648 543 105 3 3 - 347 251 96 

    Note: Excluding the extent of holdings ¼ acres and below. 
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    Table 23: Extent under Fruit Crops by Sector and District – 2014 (Cont……..) 
Extent in Acres 

District 

Rambutan Pomegranate Avocado Guava (Kilo Pera) 

Extent under Systematic Cultivation Extent under Systematic Cultivation Extent under Systematic Cultivation Extent under Systematic Cultivation 

Total Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Total Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Total Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Total Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 

Sector 

Sri Lanka 2,536 1,814 722 1,413 1,357 56 973 960 13 1,602 1,484 118 

Colombo 213 134 79 43 43 - 6 6 - 9 9 - 

Gampaha 854 661 193 44 42 2 48 44 4 15 14 1 

Kalutara 110 77 33 17 17 - 17 16 1 5 3 2 

Kandy 82 81 1 197 191 6 243 240 3 164 164 - 

Matale 16 10 6 25 24 1 13 13 - 22 18 4 

Nuwara Eliya 4 4 - 18 18 - 36 36 - 23 23 - 

Galle 64 62 2 50 50 - 28 28 - 16 16 - 

Matara 17 13 4 19 19 - 22 22 - 8 8 - 

Hambantota 15 15 - 74 72 2 7 7 - 18 14 4 

Jaffna 14 14 - 7 7 - - - - 8 8 - 

Mannar 2 2 - 7 7 - 1 1 - 2 2 - 

Vavuniya 1 1 - 4 4 - 2 2 - 1 1 - 

Mullaitivu 1 1 - 12 12 - 7 7 - - - - 

Kilinochchi 3 3 - 127 127 - 6 6 - 137 137 - 

Batticaloa - - - 4 4 - 2 2 - 2 2 - 

Ampara 4 4 - 77 77 - 4 4 - 3 3 - 

Trincomalee 39 39 - 30 30 - 9 9 - 28 27 1 

Kurunegala 136 80 56 135 125 10 84 80 4 90 75 15 

Puttalam 46 46 - 210 191 19 62 62 - 360 341 19 

Anuradhapura 57 55 2 128 121 7 93 92 1 474 445 29 

Polonnaruwa 8 8 - 18 15 3 14 14 - 43 12 31 

Badulla 74 56 18 40 40 - 108 108 - 73 64 9 

Monaragala 187 179 8 35 31 4 19 19 - 28 28 - 

Ratnapura 223 84 139 68 66 2 63 63 - 29 26 3 

Kegalle 366 185 181 24 24 - 79 79 - 44 44 - 

    Note: Excluding the extent of holdings ¼ acres and below. 
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     Table 23: Extent under Fruit Crops by Sector and District – 2014 (Cont……..) 
                                                                Extent in Acres 

District 

Durian Orange Lime 

Extent under Systematic Cultivation Extent under Systematic Cultivation Extent under Systematic Cultivation 

Total 
Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 
Sector 

Total 
Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 
Sector 

Total 
Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate 
Sector 

Sri Lanka 879 847 32 1,812 1,647 165 2,611 2,525 86 

Colombo 8 4 4 3 3 - 4 4 - 

Gampaha 64 63 1 39 39 - 50 50 - 

Kalutara 13 10 3 4 3 1 4 3 1 

Kandy 270 269 1 56 51 5 171 166 5 

Matale 5 5 - 43 33 10 32 28 4 

Nuwara Eliya 19 19 - 29 29 - 19 19 - 

Galle 47 47 - 35 34 1 40 40 - 

Matara 38 37 1 19 14 5 17 16 1 

Hambantota 10 10 - 95 87 8 93 75 18 

Jaffna - - - 23 23 - 21 21 - 

Mannar - - - 3 3 - 3 3 - 

Vavuniya - - - 13 13 - 48 47 1 

Mullaitivu 1 1 - 13 13 - 30 30 - 

Kilinochchi - - - 117 117 - 104 104 - 

Batticaloa 2 2 - 7 7 - 8 8 - 

Ampara 3 3 - 88 87 1 212 212 - 

Trincomalee 25 25 - 40 40 - 75 75 - 

Kurunegala 39 39 - 225 214 11 166 143 23 

Puttalam 45 45 - 288 264 24 63 58 5 

Anuradhapura 104 102 2 156 127 29 177 169 8 

Polonnaruwa 3 3 - 13 12 1 10 9 1 

Badulla 44 41 3 164 137 27 84 84 - 

Monaragala 27 27 - 280 247 33 1,076 1,066 10 

Ratnapura 52 37 15 29 23 6 77 68 9 

Kegalle 60 58 2 30 27 3 27 27 - 

      Note: Excluding the extent of holdings ¼ acres and below. 
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         Table 24: Extent under Other Perennial Crops by Sector and District –2014 
Extent in Acres 

District 

Cashew Sugarcane Jack Fruit 

Extent under Systematic Cultivation Extent under Systematic Cultivation Extent under Systematic Cultivation 

Total Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate Sector Total Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate Sector Total Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate Sector 

Sri Lanka 19,326 11,088 8,238 28,716 23,835 4,881 552 292 260 

Colombo 12 12 - 5 5 - 83 - 83 

Gampaha 149 137 12 37 37 - 108 72 36 

Kalutara 15 12 3 35 35 - 7 5 2 

Kandy 71 71 - 21 21 - 40 10 30 

Matale 728 449 279 10 10 - 75 13 62 

Nuwara Eliya 33 33 - 6 6 - 5 4 1 

Galle 98 98 - 36 36 - 5 5 - 

Matara 12 10 2 12 12 - 8 8 - 

Hambantota 258 209 49 36 36 - 6 6 - 

Jaffna 29 29 - 2 2 - - - - 

Mannar 1,119 19 1,100 - - - 1 1 - 

Vavuniya 7 4 3 - - - 1 1 - 

Mullaitivu 131 92 39 5 5 - 2 2 - 

Kilinochchi 94 29 65 35 35 - - - - 

Batticaloa 749 180 569 - - - 5 5 - 

Ampara 517 411 106 5,051 4,658 393 4 4 - 

Trincomalee 25 25 - 24 1 23 3 3 - 

Kurunegala 2,555 1,534 1,021 45 45 - 36 20 16 

Puttalam 9,816 5,364 4,452 83 83 - 19 17 2 

Anuradhapura 1,302 1,051 251 54 54 - 20 13 7 

Polonnaruwa 301 136 165 12 12 - 5 5 - 

Badulla 711 689 22 211 209 2 10 10 - 

Monaragala 420 329 91 22,619 18,296 4,323 22 20 2 

Ratnapura 127 118 9 318 178 140 65 52 13 

Kegalle 47 47 - 59 59 - 22 16 6 

         Note: Excluding the extent of holdings ¼ acres and below. 
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        Table 24: Extent under Other Perennial Crops by Sector and District – 2014 (Cont……..) 
                                                                   Extent in Acres 

District 

Oil Palm Tamarind Goraka 

Extent under Systematic Cultivation Extent under Systematic Cultivation Extent under Systematic Cultivation 

Total Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate Sector Total Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate Sector Total Small 

Holding 

Sector 

Estate Sector 

Sri Lanka 6,011 398 5,613 448 437 11 807 602 205 

Colombo 2 - 2 4 4 - 2 2 - 

Gampaha 54 48 6 33 33 - 87 83 4 

Kalutara 1,933 7 1,926 11 11 - 22 5 17 

Kandy 762 24 738 31 31 - 42 40 2 

Matale 20 4 16 5 4 1 13 6 7 

Nuwara Eliya 18 17 1 17 17 - 15 15 - 

Galle 2,089 33 2,056 40 40 - 36 26 10 

Matara 317 7 310 6 6 - 37 32 5 

Hambantota 20 11 9 22 20 2 84 79 5 

Jaffna 1 1 - - - - 1 1 - 

Mannar 1 1 - 5 5 - 1 - 1 

Vavuniya - - - 2 2 - 1 - 1 

Mullaitivu - - - - - - 1 - 1 

Kilinochchi 1 1 - 17 17 - 4 - 4 

Batticaloa - - - - - - 4 - 4 

Ampara 5 5 - 9 9 - 7 3 4 

Trincomalee - - - 1 1 - - - - 

Kurunegala 65 65 - 37 32 5 54 23 31 

Puttalam 7 7 - 17 14 3 109 37 72 

Anuradhapura 78 78 - 79 79 - 109 102 7 

Polonnaruwa 7 7 - 6 6 - 12 7 5 

Badulla 194 36 158 31 31 - 57 54 3 

Monaragala 33 8 25 18 18 - 29 18 11 

Ratnapura 373 12 361 39 39 - 41 31 10 

Kegalle 31 26 5 18 18 - 39 38 1 

       Note: Excluding the extent of holdings ¼ acres and below. 
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        Table 25: Number of Holdings and Extent of Paddy Land by Cultivation Season and District -2014 
 

District 

Asweddumized Paddy Land  
Sown Extent  

2013/14 Maha Season 2014 Yala Season  

Number of Holdings  Extent (Acres) Number of Holdings  Extent (Acres) Number of Holdings  Extent (Acres) 

Sri Lanka 887,831  1,706,410  884,609  1,476,781  466,338  627,606  

Colombo 8,886  11,091  8,886  10,141  3,144  2,685  

Gampaha 29,479  33,855  29,479  30,302  12,471  10,726  

Kalutara 30,710  38,605  30,710  34,332  15,582  13,459  

Kandy 32,460  34,888  32,460  30,709  20,516  19,349  

Matale 35,703  51,100  35,703  47,026 14,900  15,431  

Nuwara Eliya 12,721  13,892  12,721  13,019  5,977  5,137  

Galle 29,650  38,645  29,650  34,281  10,760  11,380  

Matara 33,687  40,443  33,687  37,021  26,270  26,046  

Hambantota 39,455  86,341  39,455  81,993  32,044  60,708  

Jaffna 14,334  26,039  14,334  25,531  -    -    

Mannar 6,944  24,955  5,523  18,362  1,564  2,251  

Vavuniya 9,322  26,815  7,666  24,836  2,267  3,785  

Mullaitivu 9,994  29,283  9,992  28,554  1,421  2,894  

Kilinochchi 9,709  43,409  9,707  41,098  866  2,866  

Batticaloa 22,265  84,271  22,265  76,287  5,673  22,079  

Ampara 48,172  148,607  48,172  141,395  30,115  73,112  

Trincomalee 22,310  67,398  22,310  60,152  6,888  15,272  

Kurunegala 150,566  202,036  150,566  165,014  128,096  133,729  

Puttalam 21,715  47,899  21,611  34,938  15,084  26,602  

Anuradhapura 111,635  278,995  111,598  189,760  33,993  46,364  

Polonnaruwa 52,006  147,088  52,006  137,260  35,174  71,772  

Badulla 56,321  76,386  56,321  71,019  17,400  18,274  

Monaragala 45,778  88,598  45,778  85,480  12,904  16,096  

Ratnapura 29,853  42,066  29,853  37,801  18,135  17,987  

Kegalle 24,156  23,705  24,156  20,470  15,094  9,602  
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       Table 26: Number of Parcels and Extent of Paddy Land by Cultivation Season and District -2014 

District 

Asweddumized Paddy Land  
Sown Extent  

2013/14 Maha Season 2014 Yala Season  

Number of Parcels  Extent (Acres) Number of Parcels  Extent (Acres) Number of Parcels Extent (Acres) 

Sri Lanka 1,226,987 1,706,410 1,221,728 1,476,781 606,500 627,606 

    Colombo 10,793 10,638 10,793 9,733 3,570 2,514 

    Gampaha 38,841 33,568 38,841 30,054 16,115 10,508 

    Kalutara 39,817 38,541 39,817 34,270 19,728 13,426 

    Kandy 44,691 35,031 44,691 30,701 25,550 19,130 

    Matale 52,009 50,426 52,009 46,392 19,362 15,455 

    Nuwara Eliya 20,205 13,932 20,205 13,036 8,619 5,155 

    Galle 38,191 38,977 38,191 34,492 13,962 11,378 

    Matara 50,969 40,285 50,969 36,822 38,784 25,967 

    Hambantota 48,953 86,726 48,953 82,307 38,337 61,036 

    Jaffna 21,096 24,878 21,096 24,411 _ _ 

    Mannar 10,701 25,338 7,590 18,470 1,820 2,646 

    Vavuniya 11,262 26,576 9,114 24,480 2,559 3,774 

    Mullaitivu 12,751 29,917 12,751 29,175 1,695 2,959 

    Kilinochchi 14,666 44,716 14,666 42,375 1,146 2,943 

    Batticaloa 26,738 83,651 26,738 75,848 6,324 21,944 

    Ampara 58,620 148,785 58,620 141,428 34,299 73,243 

    Trincomalee 29,103 67,604 29,103 60,234 8,089 15,379 

    Kurunegala 228,591 201,258 228,591 164,750 188,215 133,141 

    Puttalam 28,966 47,578 28,966 34,700 19,394 26,541 

    Anuradhapura 172,726 279,109 172,726 190,224 40,650 46,439 

    Polonnaruwa 67,009 147,492 67,009 137,573 41,813 72,041 

    Badulla 75,431 76,658 75,431 71,213 20,592 18,390 

    Monaragala 54,809 88,924 54,809 85,758 14,271 16,217 

    Ratnapura 36,162 42,042 36,162 37,781 21,102 17,847 

    Kegalle 33,887 23,760 33,887 20,554 20,504 9,533 
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    Table 27: Agricultural Holdings Reporting Paddy by Size Class 

 

District 

No. of 

Holdings 

Reporting 

Paddy 

Paddy 

Extent 

(Acres) 

Size Class of the Holding (Acres) 

<1 1-<2 2-<3 3-<5 5-<10 10< 

Holdings Extent Holdings Extent Holdings Extent Holdings Extent Holdings Extent Holdings Extent 

Sri Lanka 884,609  1,476,781  394,258  208,618  232,563  318,086  146,395  355,661  69,891  255,845  33,532  213,797  7,970  124,774  

 Colombo 8,886  10,141  5,026  3,258  2,984  4,047  545  1,304  254  940  68  445  9  147  

 Gampaha 29,479  30,302  19,922  11,717  6,815  9,456  1,711  4,145  741  2,738  242  1,576  48  670  

 Kalutara 30,710  34,332  18,537  11,638  9,112  12,793  2,027  4,965  778  2,888  219  1,460  37  588  

 Kandy 32,460  30,709  21,084  9,250  7,683  9,860  2,406  5,539  975  3,528  261  1,745  51  787  

 Matale 35,703  47,026  17,202  9,023  10,930  14,367  4,769  10,965  2,154  7,743  538  3,412  110  1,516  

 Nuwara Eliya 12,721  13,019  7,509  3,903  3,821  5,031  996  2,308  307  1,105  71  453  17  219  

 Galle 29,650  34,281  17,453  10,747  8,831  12,297  2,102  5,089  930  3,459  287  1,906  47  783  

 Matara 33,687  37,021  20,277  10,871  9,304  12,470  2,499  5,877  1,176  4,318  360  2,341  71  1,144  

 Hambantota 39,455  81,993  9,529  6,000  12,913  18,257  10,835  26,568  4,133  15,557  1,742  11,200  303  4,411  

 Jaffna 14,334  25,531  5,390  3,585  5,061  7,004  1,978  4,738  1,286  4,798  479  3,101  140  2,305  

 Mannar 5,523  18,362  420  209  1,519  1,684  1,259  2,602  1,201  4,058  798  5,003  326  4,806  

 Vavuniya 7,666  24,836  1,188  534  1,857  2,059  1,735  3,561  1,491  5,001  949  5,780  446  7,901  

 Mullaitivu 9,992  28,554  2,745  850  2,155  2,793         1,767  3,930  2,024  6,973  883  5,685  418  8,323  

 Kilinochchi 9,707  41,098  1,434  784  2,186  3,210  1,687  3,924  1,923  7,090  1,554  10,192  923  15,898  

 Batticaloa 22,265  76,287  1,957  679  3,941  5,028  6,321  13,919  5,593  19,429  3,338  20,286  1,115  16,946  

 Ampara 48,172  141,395  4,755  3,060  11,452  16,798  17,654  45,524  8,878  32,934  4,475  29,032  958  14,047  

Trincomalee 22,310  60,152  3,533  1,465  5,236  6,908  5,738  12,792  5,274  18,772  2,065  13,213  464  7,002  

 Kurunegala 150,566  165,014  90,698  44,171  38,264  51,382  13,638  32,460  5,907  21,846  1,815  11,665  244  3,490  

 Puttalam 21,611  34,938  9,584  5,101  6,337  8,888  3,085  7,483  1,723  6,537  752  4,932  130  1,997  

Anuradhapura 111,598  189,760  50,535  21,718  25,615  35,724  20,408  51,268  8,786  33,202  5,332  34,146  922  13,702  

 Polonnaruwa 52,006  137,260  7,474  3,568  10,861  14,673  21,832  54,293 6,221  22,499  4,802  30,274  816  11,953  

 Badulla 56,321  71,019  31,676  16,275  12,125  16,269  8,742  21,333  2,912  10,626  766  4,638  100  1,878  

 Monaragala 45,778  85,480  13,816  10,574  17,290  24,761  9,108  22,472  3,934  15,051  1,405  9,141  225  3,481  

 Ratnapura 29,853  37,801  15,344  10,715  10,673  15,105  2,613  6,407  953  3,534  243  1,594  27  446  

 Kegalle 24,156  20,470  17,170  8,923  5,598  7,222  940  2,195  337  1,219  88  577  23  334  

1
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Table 28: Cattle and Buffalo Population by Sector and District - 2014 

         

District 

Cattle Buffaloes 

Total 

Small Holding Sector 

Estate Sector Total 

Small Holding Sector 

Estate Sector 
1/4 Acre and 

Less 
Above 1/4 Acre 1/4 Acre and 

Less 
Above 1/4 Acre 

Sri Lanka 1,124,097  77,588  1,018,183  28,326  327,909  8,173  311,224  8,512  

Colombo 17,278  2,217  14,851  210  7,560  468  7,062  30  

Gampaha 35,402  5,088  28,441  1,873  12,866  437  11,970  459  

Kalutara 19,454  2,708  16,521  225  18,898  467  18,431  -    

Kandy 33,392  2,188  30,502  702  6,065  294  5,518  253  

Matale 23,910  915  22,396  599  5,396  130  4,959  307  

Nuwara Eliya 44,784  2,166  36,660  5,958  3,014  213  2,801  -    

Galle 14,768  1,992  12,726  50  11,286  279  11,002  5  

Matara 18,326  1,476  16,701  149  6,935  245  6,577  113  

Hambantota 36,014  1,003  34,858  153  38,778  716  37,203  859  

Jaffna 63,786  12,417  51,362  7  270  179  91  -    

Mannar 37,161  4,472  32,689  -    1,631  134  1,497  -    

Vavuniya 39,633  1,756  37,832  45  1,600  127  1,465  8  

Mullaitivu 35,039  828  34,113  98  7,614  114  7,500  -    

Kilinochchi 33,284  1,240  31,932  112  451  41  410  -    

Batticaloa 73,743  9,057  64,172  514  26,722  807  25,897  18  

Ampara 61,577  5,317  56,146  114  21,630  831  20,799  -    

Trincomalee 44,382  4,003  40,325  54  18,915  842  18,056  17  

Kurunegala 136,357  5,624  121,504  9,229  20,450  309  17,501  2,640  

Puttalam 70,817  2,826  63,590  4,401  10,829  131  9,600  1,098  

Anuradhapura 103,279  1,681  100,621  977  34,143  266  33,498  379  

Polonnaruwa 49,353  1,085  46,502  1,766  13,760  382  11,712  1,666  

Badulla 53,984  2,200  51,301  483  2,967  70  2,897  -    

Monaragala 44,356  1,492  42,649  215  38,319  177  37,500  642  

Ratnapura 20,576  1,688  18,792  96  13,085  300  12,779  6  

Kegalle 13,442  2,149  10,997  296  4,725  214  4,499  12  
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Table 29: Goat and Swine Population by Sector and District - 2014 

   

District 

Goat Swine 

Total 

Small Holding Sector 

Estate Sector Total 

Small Holding Sector 

Estate Sector 
1/4 Acre and 

Less 
Above 1/4 Acre 1/4 Acre and 

Less 
Above 1/4 Acre 

Sri Lanka        383,472  73,643  303,385  6,444  127,615  6,055  111,855  9,705  

Colombo 3,572  989  2,515  68  8,520  151  6,993  1,376  

Gampaha            14,461  2,110  12,001  350  24,845  1,437  21,031  2,377  

Kalutara            10,076  3,386  6,636  54  7,233  232  6,337  664  

Kandy            20,448  2,990  16,900  558  1,546  79  437  1,030  

Matale              8,324  981  7,199  144  3,641  50  3,591  -    

Nuwara Eliya            12,629  1,885  10,501  243  381  85  296  -    

Galle              5,825  2,298  3,501  26  637  37  600  -    

Matara              5,034  1,331  3,599  104  376  2  364  10  

Hambantota              3,919  225  3,500  194  415  8  399  8  

Jaffna            73,278  24,274  48,999  5  55  17  38  -    

Mannar              7,882  1,999  5,837  46  48  12  36  -    

Vavuniya            11,592  1,076  10,499  17  619  21  583  15  

Mullaitivu              3,669  460  3,200  9  62  5  57  -    

Kilinochchi              5,260  719  4,500  41  48  2  46  -    

Batticaloa            30,621  5,254  25,307  60  376  44  332  -    

Ampara            16,573  3,663  12,898  12  287  78  209  -    

Trincomalee            19,071  3,571  15,500  -    404  77  327  -    

Kurunegala            31,088  2,642  26,801  1,645  18,778  684  16,242  1,852  

Puttalam            28,398  2,830  24,101  1,467  53,796  2,264  49,600  1,932  

Anuradhapura            15,744  552  14,899  293  2,384  128  2,034  222  

Polonnaruwa            14,494  512  13,491  491  591  173  251  167  

Badulla            16,368  2,559  13,500  309  429  21  408  -    

Monaragala              4,161  540  3,601  20  630  296  334  -    

Ratnapura              9,463  3,683  5,699  81  725  65  608  52  

Kegalle            11,522  3,114  8,201  207  789  87  702  -    175 



Table 30: Poultry Population by Sector and District – 2014 

 

District 

Poultry 

Total 
Small Holding Sector 

Estate Sector 1/4 Acre and 

Less 

Above 1/4 Acre 

Sri Lanka 24,437,032  999,916  16,895,258  6,541,858  

Colombo 1,235,402  22,629  900,763  312,010  

Gampaha 2,565,378  91,788  1,681,370  792,220  

Kalutara 1,677,930  31,540  614,080  1,032,310  

Kandy 1,517,101  39,484  955,546  522,071  

Matale 459,585  15,397  341,928  102,260  

Nuwara Eliya 463,622  23,636  289,268  150,718  

Galle 215,417  18,385  197,022  10  

Matara 140,373  11,732  121,751  6,890  

Hambantota 122,168  6,045  93,467  22,656  

Jaffna 509,073  138,106  370,744  223  

Mannar 120,994  29,445  91,216  333  

Vavuniya 155,413  16,226  138,812  375  

Mullaitivu 133,475  16,722  116,681  72  

Kilinochchi 132,161  16,912  114,287  962  

Batticaloa 271,367  85,319  179,966  6,082  

Ampara 477,795  113,689  364,056  50  

Trincomalee 228,387  90,747  137,640  -    

Kurunegala 8,626,213  52,365  6,569,651  2,004,197  

Puttalam 3,122,556  73,082  1,915,865  1,133,609  

Anuradhapura 583,017  15,397  440,127  127,493  

Polonnaruwa 436,674  15,732  214,338  206,604  

Badulla 237,575  20,164  206,592  10,819  

Monaragala 249,964  6,184  242,625  1,155  

Ratnapura 395,396  21,653  266,252  107,491  

Kegalle 359,996  27,537  331,211  1,248  
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Table 31: Number of Neat Cattle and Buffaloes by Sector and District - 2014 

  

District 

Number of Neat Cattle Number of Buffaloes 

Small Holding Sector Estate Sector Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 

Total Local Improved Total Local Improved Total Local Improved Total Local Improved 

Sri Lanka 1,018,183  366,967  651,216  28,326  13,087  15,239  311,224  180,295  130,929  8,512  3,848  4,664  

Colombo 14,851  9,805  5,046  210  151  59  7,062  1,718  5,344  30  30 - 

Gampaha 28,441  12,206  16,235  1,873  1,139  734  11,970  2,652  9,318  459  187 272 

Kalutara 16,521  4,756  11,765  225  107  118  18,431  10,595  7,836                 -    - - 

Kandy 30,502  23,757  6,745  702  256  446  5,518  2,249  3,269  253  93 160 

Matale 22,396  11,560  10,836  599  250  349  4,959  2,880  2,079  307  161 146 

Nuwara Eliya 36,660  22,567  14,093  5,958  384  5,574  2,801  1,047  1,754                 -    - - 

Galle 12,726  5,444  7,282  50  16  34  11,002  7,294  3,708  5  5 - 

Matara 16,701  6,470  10,231  149  67  82  6,577  3,303  3,274  113  30 83 

Hambantota 34,858  13,274  21,584  153  69  84  37,203  26,010  11,193  859  221 638 

Jaffna 51,362  12,459  38,903  7  7                  -    91  32  59                 -    - - 

Mannar 32,689  4,180  28,509               -    -                    -    1,497  1,078  419                 -    - - 

Vavuniya 37,832  5,105  32,727  45  8  37  1,465  673  792  8  8 - 

Mullaitivu 34,113  5,278  28,835  98  88  10  7,500  5,349  2,151                 -    - - 

Kilinochchi 31,932  3,810  28,122  112  101  11  410  188  222                 -    - - 

Batticaloa 64,172  5,056  59,116  514  158  356  25,897  21,775  4,122  18  18 - 

Ampara 56,146  5,841  50,305  114  92  22  20,799  18,380  2,419                 -    - - 

Trincomalee 40,325  12,257  28,068  54  54                  -    18,056  12,906  5,150  17  - 17 

Kurunegala 121,504  69,373  52,131  9,229  5,026  4,203  17,501  5,853  11,648  2,640  1461 1179 

Puttalam 63,590  23,194  40,396  4,401  3,388  1,013  9,600  2,244  7,356  1,098  747 351 

Anuradhapura 100,621  46,043  54,578  977  572  405  33,498  10,384  23,114  379  181 198 

Polonnaruwa 46,502  18,596  27,906  1,766  500  1,266  11,712  7,707  4,005            1,666  689 977 

Badulla 51,301  20,528  30,773  483  396  87  2,897  1,341  1,556                 -    - - 

Monaragala 42,649  11,064  31,585  215  121  94  37,500  24,262  13,238  642  11 631 

Ratnapura 18,792  7,796  10,996  96  60  36  12,779  8,968  3,811  6  6 - 

Kegalle 10,997  6,548  4,449  296  77  219  4,499  1,407  3,092  12  - 12 

Note: Small Holding Sector covered only above ¼ Acre category 
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Table 32: Number of Goat and Swine Population by Sector and District - 2014 

District 

Number of Goat Population  Number of Swine Population 

Small Holding Sector Estate Sector Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 

Total Local Improved Total Local Improved Total Local Improved Total Local Improved 

Sri Lanka 303,385  244,986       58,399  6,444  3,616  2,828  111,855  52,903  58,952  9,705  4,207  5,498  

Colombo 2,515  1,398         1,117  68  63  5  6,993  1,620  5,373  1,376  1376 - 

Gampaha 12,001  11,311            690  350  156  194  21,031  9,887  11,144  2,377  20 2357 

Kalutara 6,636  4,222         2,414  54  26  28  6,337  1,062  5,275  664  664 - 

Kandy 16,900  11,407         5,493  558  126  432  437  135  302  1,030  107 923 

Matale 7,199  5,776         1,423  144  66  78  3,591  1,364  2,227  -    - - 

Nuwara Eliya 10,501  7,940         2,561  243  91  152  296  79  217  -    - - 

Galle 3,501  3,232            269  26  4  22  600  140  460  -    - - 

Matara 3,599  3,533              66  104  3  101  364  132  232  10  - 10 

Hambantota 3,500  2,327         1,173  194  174  20  399  239  160  8  - 8 

Jaffna 48,999  45,565         3,434  5  5                -    38  27  11  -    - - 

Mannar 5,837  5,201            636  46  46                -    36  26  10  -    - - 

Vavuniya 10,499  9,525            974  17  -    17  583  252  331  -    - - 

Mullaitivu 3,200  3,062            138  9  9                -    57  45  12  15  - 15 

Kilinochchi 4,500  4,189            311  41  39  2  46  34  12  -    - - 

Batticaloa 25,307  22,138         3,169  60  21  39  332  287  45  -    - - 

Ampara 12,898  11,845         1,053  12  12                -    209  30  179  -    - - 

Trincomalee 15,500  14,075         1,425  -    -                  -    327  207  120  -    - - 

Kurunegala 26,801  22,930         3,871  1,645  759  886  16,242  4,259  11,983  1,852  385 1467 

Puttalam 24,101  17,284         6,817  1,467  1,275  192  49,600  30,858  18,742  1,932  1345 587 

Anuradhapura 14,899  7,966         6,933  293  278  15  2,034  1,093  941  222  181 41 

Polonnaruwa 13,491  11,329         2,162  491  62  429  251  148  103  167  129 38 

Badulla 13,500  7,732         5,768  309  296  13  408  286  122  -    - - 

Monaragala 3,601  2,171         1,430  20  14  6  334  50  284  -    - - 

Ratnapura 5,699  2,404         3,295  81  46  35  608  207  401  52  - 52 

Kegalle 8,201  6,424         1,777  207  45  162  702  436  266  -    - - 

Note: Small Holding Sector covered only above ¼ Acre category 

178 



Table 33: Number Local Neat Cattle (Female) by Use, Sector and District - 2014 

District 

Total Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 
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Sri Lanka 96,428  72,878  40,793  70,967  26,299  94,403  68,731  38,844  69,788  25,636  2,025  4,147  1,949  1,179  663  

Colombo 1,169  1,575  399  4,309  71  1,155  1,550  373  4,297  59  14 25 26 12 12 

Gampaha 3,313  3,723  1,417  2,358  246  3,152  3,346  1,262  2,256  210  161 377 155 102 36 

Kalutara 1,319  1,122  524  803  110  1,297  1,088  519  794  102  22 34 5 9 8 

Kandy 5,803  4,007  2,883  5,385  1,095  5,740  3,974  2,845  5,351  1,091  63 33 38 34 4 

Matale 3,726  2,441  1,168  2,437  83  3,679  2,377  1,139  2,412  70  47 64 29 25 13 

Nuwara Eliya 6,141  2,191  857  9,940  108  6,041  2,146  750  9,886  108  100 45 107 54 - 

Galle 1,511  981  668  824  126  1,507  980  666  821  126  4 1 2 3 - 

Matara 3,929  675  327  908  47  3,922  666  318  904  46  7 9 9 4 1 

Hambantota 1,356  6,642  652  853  65  1,346  6,611  648  847  62  10 31 4 6 3 

Jaffna 2,205  1,456  478  1,388  6,227  2,203  1,454  478  1,387  6,227  2 2 - 1 - 

Mannar 1,260  781  447  949  149  1,260  781  447  949  149  - - - - - 

Vavuniya 1,466  1,031  496  784  95  1,463  1,031  496  782  95  3 - - 2 - 

Mullaitivu 1,471  1,613  530  1,226  86  1,463  1,559  520  1,215  84  8 54 10 11 2 

Kilinochchi 1,107  822  454  996  21  1,075  821  426  971  21  32 1 28 25 - 

Batticaloa 1,665  937  693  1,108  161  1,629  904  676  1,092  148  36 33 17 16 13 

Ampara 1,642  1,379  591  1,096  69  1,629  1,344  574  1,088  59  13 35 17 8 10 

Trincomalee 5,711  1,191  958  781  3,087  5,701  1,180  947  771  3,082  10 11 11 10 5 

Kurunegala 16,543  17,279  11,426  8,591  6,546  15,739  15,690  10,623  8,141  6,282  804 1589 803 450 264 

Puttalam 6,272  5,425  2,890  4,201  1,526  5,922  4,069  2,366  3,981  1,471  350 1356 524 220 55 

Anuradhapura 9,825  8,889  7,383  4,584  4,640  9,733  8,716  7,280  4,539  4,600  92 173 103 45 40 

Polonnaruwa 4,478  2,709  1,430  7,093  518  4,363  2,666  1,416  7,013  343  115 43 14 80 175 

Badulla 5,290  2,644  2,401  6,820  236  5,192  2,551  2,369  6,778  222  98 93 32 42 14 

Monaragala 2,312  1,381  714  1,234  713  2,300  1,300  709  1,225  713  12 81 5 9 - 

Ratnapura 4,730  1,020  465  651  198  4,726  990  457  648  193  4 30 8 3 5 

Kegalle 2,184  964  542  1,648  76  2,166  937  540  1,640  73  18 27 2 8 3 

Note: Small Holding Sector covered only above ¼ Acre category 
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Table 34: Number of Local Neat Cattle (Male) by Use, Sector and District - 2014 

    

District 

Total Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 

Draught Stud 
Calves (Less 

than 2 Years) 

Others 

(Old/Disable 

etc.) 

Draught Stud 
Calves (Less 

than 2 Years) 

Others 

(Old/Disable 

etc.) 

Draught Stud 
Calves (Less 

than 2 Years) 

Others 

(Old/Disable 

etc.) 

Sri Lanka      15,093      16,888          30,536          10,172        14,587        15,922           29,608            9,448              506              966               928              724  

Colombo           119           672            1,506               136             102             665             1,500               104                17  7 6 32 

Gampaha           254           539            1,247               248             214             448             1,182               136                40  91 65 112 

Kalutara           158           191               551                 85             158             184                537                 77                 -    7 14 8 

Kandy           619        3,407               550               264             619          3,378                520               239                 -    29 30 25 

Matale             88           313            1,511                 43               86             274             1,483                 40                  2  39 28 3 

Nuwara Eliya           745           257            1,066            1,646             745             227             1,018            1,646                 -    30 48 - 

Galle           368           230               718                 34             368             229                717                 30                 -    1 1 4 

Matara           103           125               368                 55             103             120                365                 26                 -    5 3 29 

Hambantota             69        2,042               449            1,215               69          2,039                444            1,208                 -    3 5 7 

Jaffna           172             61               442                 37             172               60                441                 37                 -    1 1 - 

Mannar             53           128               339                 74               53             128                339                 74                 -    - - - 

Vavuniya             35           190               475               541               35             188                474               541                 -    2 1 - 

Mullaitivu             13           130               292                   5               13             127                292                   5                 -    3 - - 

Kilinochchi             39           100               340                 32               39               95                330                 32                 -    5 10 - 

Batticaloa             65           119               427                 39               61             106                402                 38                  4  13 25 1 

Ampara           204           219               683                 50             203             216                678                 50                  1  3 5 - 

Trincomalee             57           244               246                 36               56             242                245                 33                  1  2 1 3 

Kurunegala           877        2,767            8,140            2,230             634          2,569             7,760            1,935              243  198 380 295 

Puttalam           973        1,609            2,364            1,322             790          1,180             2,229            1,186              183  429 135 136 

Anuradhapura        6,200        1,233            3,685               176          6,188          1,205             3,632               150                12  28 53 26 

Polonnaruwa           251           410            2,130                 77             251             383             2,085                 76                 -    27 45 1 

Badulla           675        1,344            1,324               190             674          1,325             1,266               151                  1  19 58 39 

Monaragala        2,272           249               811            1,499          2,271             239                808            1,499                  1  10 3 - 

Ratnapura             79           207               426                 80               78             199                425                 80                  1  8 1 - 

Kegalle           605           102               446                 58             605               96                436                 55                 -    6 10 3 

Note: Small Holding Sector covered only above ¼ Acre category 
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Table 35: Number of Improved Neat Cattle (Female) by Use, Sector and District - 2014 

     

District 

Total Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 
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Sri Lanka   160,323    159,345      87,394    115,464      13,993    155,300    156,692      85,835    112,618      13,724        5,023        2,653        1,559        2,846           269  

Colombo       1,496        1,179           419           843           179        1,476        1,177           415           835           179  20 2 4 8 - 

Gampaha       3,361        4,940        1,843        2,558           658        3,173        4,714        1,765        2,450           644  188 226 78 108 14 

Kalutara       2,235        2,969        1,152        2,632           265        2,215        2,948        1,149        2,620           255  20 21 3 12 10 

Kandy       1,675           965        1,635        1,051           596        1,549           896        1,552           973           588  126 69 83 78 8 

Matale       2,219        3,231        1,356        1,872           144        2,147        3,161        1,249        1,820           129  72 70 107 52 15 

Nuwara Eliya       7,664        3,040        2,286        3,548           225        5,446        2,496        1,876        2,323           156  2218 544 410 1225 69 

Galle       2,307        1,796           866           794             58        2,298        1,786           865           791             58  9 10 1 3 - 

Matara       2,641        2,062        1,748        1,435           260        2,624        2,019        1,747        1,423           260  17 43 1 12 - 

Hambantota       5,291        5,513        2,917        3,973           280        5,276        5,483        2,916        3,964           280  15 30 1 9 - 

Jaffna       9,240      12,231        3,672        8,173           771        9,240      12,231        3,672        8,173           771  - - - - - 

Mannar       7,976        6,072        3,456        6,868           390        7,976        6,072        3,456        6,868           390  - - - - - 

Vavuniya       9,741        7,040        3,337        7,288           322        9,730        7,036        3,333        7,281           322  11 4 4 7 - 

Mullaitivu       7,629        8,268        3,288        5,779           450        7,626        8,266        3,288        5,778           450  3 2 - 1 - 

Kilinochchi       6,637        8,399        3,271        5,662           463        6,637        8,397        3,271        5,660           463  - 2 - 2 - 

Batticaloa     20,140        9,836        6,755      13,981           772      20,094        9,686        6,659      13,958           766  46 150 96 23 6 

Ampara     11,806      12,047        4,912        9,164           516      11,802      12,044        4,902        9,161           516  4 3 10 3 - 

Trincomalee       7,536        6,945        3,020        5,671           465        7,536        6,945        3,020        5,671           465    - - - - 

Kurunegala       9,816      16,816      10,532        6,124        2,408        8,596      15,881      10,015        5,419        2,313  1220 935 517 705 95 

Puttalam       7,014      10,394        9,111        3,417        1,253        6,732      10,170        8,995        3,259        1,225  282 224 116 158 28 

Anuradhapura     12,263      12,397      12,940        9,170        2,047      12,106      12,355      12,916        9,080        2,047  157 42 24 90 - 

Polonnaruwa       7,699        6,221        2,834        5,558           360        7,205        6,045        2,782        5,280           349  494 176 52 278 11 

Badulla       5,770        6,315        2,123        4,216           417        5,745        6,304        2,109        4,200           415  25 11 14 16 2 

Monaragala       3,803        7,117        2,655        3,923           445        3,783        7,077        2,649        3,911           445  20 40 6 12 - 

Ratnapura       3,564        2,139           867        1,337           178        3,556        2,129           866        1,332           176  8 10 1 5 2 

Kegalle          800        1,413           399           427             71           732        1,374           368           388             62  68 39 31 39 9 

Note: Small Holding Sector covered only above ¼ Acre category 
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Table 36: Number of Improved Neat Cattle (Male) by Use, Sector and District - 2014 

             

District 

Total Small Holding Sector Estate Sector 

Draught Stud 

Calves 

(Less than 

2 Years) 

Others 

(Old/Disable 

etc.) 

Draught Stud 

Calves 

(Less than 

2 Years) 

Others 

(Old/Disable 

etc.) 

Draught Stud 
Calves (Less 

than 2 Years) 

Others 

(Old/Disable 

etc.) 

Sri Lanka 34,237  25,348  62,592         7,759  34,137  24,897  60,348           7,665  100  451  2,244  94  

Colombo 199  230  431            129  189  227  419              129  10  3 12                    -    

Gampaha 696  712  1,698            503  681  696  1,612              500  15  16 86 3 

Kalutara 470  671  1,186            303  470  635  1,177              296  -              
--    

36 9 7 

Kandy 440  197  402            230  440  173  344              230  -              
--    

24 58                    -    

Matale 438  468  1,335            122  438  458  1,314              120  -              
-    

10 21 2 

Nuwara Eliya 689  404  1,723              88  688  329  700                79  1  75 1023 9 

Galle 776  185  307            227  776  182  301              225  -              
--    

3 6 2 

Matara 416  617  826            308  416  613  821              308  -              
--    

4 5                    -    

Hambantota 202  1,040  2,108            344  202  1,029  2,100              334  -              
--    

11 8 10 

Jaffna 1,055  788  2,831            142  1,055  788  2,831              142  -              
--    

-    -                    -    

Mannar 291  1,039  2,221            196  291  1,039  2,221              196  -              
--    

-    -                       -    

Vavuniya 290  1,541  3,131              74  290  1,535  3,126                74  -              
--    

6 5                    -    

Mullaitivu 171  968  2,199              93  171  966  2,197                93  -              
--    

2 2                    -    

Kilinochchi 369  1,078  2,196              58  369  1,078  2,189                58  -              
--    

-    7                    -    

Batticaloa 779  2,223  4,670            316  779  2,211  4,647              316  -              
--    

12 23                    -    

Ampara 3,925  1,708  5,609            640  3,925  1,707  5,608              640  -              
-    

1 1                    -    

Trincomalee 650  1,244  2,257            280  650  1,244  2,257              280  -              
-    

-    -                       -    

Kurunegala 1,328  2,709  5,649            952  1,277  2,604  5,121              905  51  105 528 47 

Puttalam        2,952  2,054  4,677            537  2,935  1,978  4,571              531  17  76 106 6 

Anuradhapura 489  952  4,673              52  487  932  4,605                50  2  20 68 2 

Polonnaruwa 652  1,403  4,072            373  650  1,376  3,847              372  2  27 225 1 

Badulla 7,915  793  2,680            631  7,913  787  2,670              630  2  6 10 1 

Monaragala 8,317  820  3,977            622  8,317  815  3,969              619  -              
-    

5 8 3 

Ratnapura 588  716  1,260            383  588  709  1,257              383  -              
-    

7 3                    -    

Kegalle 140  788  474            156  140  786  444              155  -              
-    

2 30 1 

Note: Small Holding Sector covered only above ¼ Acre category 
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Table 37: Availability of Agricultural  Machinery/Implements (owned)   by  District –2014 
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Sri Lanka 29,543 132,695 343,742 34,078 6,683 5,117 4,974 131,044 2,993 199 2,681 356 17,909 962 143 

Colombo 102 557 918 124 74 202 190 385 13 1 38 5 402 34 3 

Gampaha 803 2,308 2,775 189 338 260 279 523 63 8 126 19 2,815 101 5 

Kalutara 208 1,151 3,600 183 233 470 490 237 8 3 99 3 364 21 6 

Kandy 361 2,337 11,741 465 212 221 223 828 18 10 56 9 284 12 17 

Matale 886 6,284 18,063 1,265 346 267 206 10,702 95 18 107 35 356 26 3 

Nuwara Eliya 54 944 31,084 3,717 50 41 61 8,520 6 4 5 17 364 13 5 

Galle 250 1,461 5,279 239 410 440 413 245 20 7 90 72 202 32 11 

Matara 468 2,127 4,488 122 414 352 447 170 39 10 96 3 350 21 4 

Hambantota 1,613 8,662 20,494 2,561 230 129 127 6,069 229 11 87 8 789 47 8 

Jaffna 773 1,090 7,858 538 38 33 171 12,567 34 3 21 3 7 4 - 

Mannar 510 1,022 2,127 79 4 10 4 2,642 40 5 34 - 3 - - 

Vavuniya 715 630 4,438 257 46 31 36 7,046 41 2 33 - 9 3 - 

Mullaitivu 674 525 2,853 98 30 8 12 6,133 19 1 27 1 1 1 - 

Killinochchi 767 167 2,257 104 53 10 24 5,667 38 2 27 2 6 3 - 

Batticaloa 1,209 154 3,024 153 36 25 31 1,785 81 2 54 4 22 3 - 

Ampara 2,384 7,322 12,357 1,355 261 177 453 1,415 540 4 267 6 55 9 1 

Tricomalee 1,131 2,358 4,564 100 85 26 16 1,127 67 5 58 4 15 5 2 

Kurunegala 4,832 25,261 44,291 1,441 1,025 709 289 16,404 401 26 479 63 7,585 382 14 

Puttalam 1,390 4,324 9,896 573 150 58 47 8,142 88 4 97 19 1,163 62 2 

Anuradhapura 4,755 25,391 52,806 4,920 920 318 122 21,612 452 16 481 13 862 59 3 

Polonnaruwa 2,182 22,611 17,691 6,642 365 162 51 3,880 389 12 134 10 263 21 1 

Badulla 711 7,472 39,730 6,595 394 271 568 8,486 113 13 56 16 158 17 11 

Monaragala 2,295 5,236 19,752 1,363 363 317 254 4,042 137 10 96 9 664 16 6 

Ratnapura  330 2,415 18,673 887 402 417 369 2,229 51 17 62 26 416 33 23 

Kegalle 140 886 2,983 108 204 163 91 188 11 5 51 9 754 37 18 1
83

 



Table 38: Number of Households that Engaged in Aquaculture by Type of Water Used         

in the Aqua Farm and by Districts 

District 

Type of Water Used 

Fresh Water  Brackish 

Water  

Fresh Water 

and Brackish 

water  

Sea Water  Total 

Sri Lanka 3,324 1,007 191 334 4,856 

Colombo 87 4 - 3 94 

Gampaha 429 225 21 78 753 

Kalutara 324 66 4 7 401 

Kandy 205 - 3 - 208 

Matale 62 - 15 - 77 

Nuwara Eliya 131 - - - 131 

Galle 228 89 34 16 367 

Matara 87 76 11 12 186 

Hambantota 160 133 13 14 320 

Jaffna 4 7 2 5 18 

Mannar 11 - 1 1 13 

Vavuniya 14 - 1 - 15 

Mullaitivu 8 - 2 1 11 

Killinochchi 5 - 6 45 56 

Batticaloa 20 25 3 - 48 

Ampara 81 19 2 8 110 

Tricomalee 41 15 2 12 70 

Kurunegala 367 - - - 367 

Puttalam 159 348 71 132 710 

Anuradhapura 182 - - - 182 

Polonnaruwa 385 - - - 385 

Badulla 49 - - - 49 

Monaragala 33 - - - 33 

Ratnapura  120 - - - 120 

Kegalle 132 - - - 132 
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Table 39: Number of Holdings Engaged in Aquaculture and System of Aquaculture by Type of Activity and by Districts 

District 

System of Aquaculture and Type of the Activity  

Reservoirs  Ponds  Cages  Other (Pens/Rafts) Total Total 
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A+B+C 

Sri Lanka 257 196 194 465 1,904 744 229 238 250 335 627 580 1,286 2,965 1,768 6,019 

Colombo 1 - 1 15 38 16 5 - 6 4 6 19 25 44 42 111 

Gampaha 17 15 25 47 97 106 24 34 38 66 127 114 154 273 283 710 

Kalutara 7 13 20 19 112 91 13 18 31 18 52 48 57 199 195 451 

Kandy 7 12 7 27 97 39 9 9 10 11 17 20 54 135 76 265 

Matale 6 5 7 9 31 22 5 6 5 10 14 16 30 56 50 136 

Nuwara Eliya 6 3 3 20 106 23 2 4 2 8 13 7 36 126 35 197 

Galle 9 13 10 29 118 64 10 23 18 25 35 41 73 192 133 398 

Matara 1 8 7 11 31 26 2 6 12 13 19 23 27 64 68 159 

Hambantota 60 8 9 43 49 16 26 8 4 49 72 71 178 137 98 413 

Jaffna 2 - 2 3 8 1 2 2 1 2 7 3 9 17 7 33 

Mannar 2 1 1 3 6 3 3 - - 3 1 1 11 8 5 24 

Vavuniya 1 - 1 2 11 - 2 - - - - 1 5 11 2 18 

Mullaitivu 1 2 1 1 5 2 4 - - 3 1 5 9 8 8 25 

Killinochchi 1 2 3 3 3 3 - 2 2 1 29 2 5 36 10 51 

Batticaloa 7 2 5 2 47 8 4 2 2 3 8 3 16 57 16 89 

Ampara 44 37 16 9 63 11 4 1 1 5 12 8 62 110 36 208 

Tricomalee 8 8 7 9 13 15 2 2 2 3 10 8 22 36 34 92 

Kurunegala 44 33 10 41 123 44 30 27 27 33 56 23 148 241 94 483 

Puttalam 7 9 28 44 312 60 29 35 17 20 44 60 100 390 167 657 

Anuradhapura 2 4 11 60 112 77 22 16 17 23 42 48 107 184 163 454 

Polonnaruwa 2 8 7 27 345 48 10 10 21 10 15 11 49 378 87 514 

Badulla 7 6 5 7 29 9 2 5 5 4 8 7 20 48 29 97 

Monaragala 2 3 3 6 23 6 3 4 6 3 1 4 14 28 16 58 

Ratnapura  8 2 2 12 59 21 8 12 12 10 20 20 38 91 53 182 

Kegalle 5 2 3 16 66 33 8 12 11 8 18 17 37 96 61 194 
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Table 40: Number of Holdings Operated Aqua Farms by Main Specie Cultured and by 

Districts 

District 

Main Specie Culture 

Food Fish  Shrimp/Prawn  
Ornamental 

Fish  

Aquatic 

Plants/ Sea 

Weeds 

Crab/ Lobster/ 

Sea Cucumber  

Sri Lanka 1,603 725 2,871 1,468 1,185 

Colombo 10 2 76 10 1 

Gampaha 211 116 476 276 249 

Kalutara 101 7 276 24 17 

Kandy 76 7 144 59 27 

Matale 37 5 83 40 41 

Nuwara Eliya 35 2 54 6 8 

Galle 158 39 171 41 43 

Matara 39 4 84 48 42 

Hambantota 103 41 150 211 178 

Jaffna 7 4 7 4 2 

Mannar 12 2 3 2 2 

Vavuniya 11 - 5 1 1 

Mullaitivu 7 6 6 2 3 

Killinochchi 10 1 3 30 3 

Batticaloa 27 33 5 3 8 

Ampara 71 6 30 35 32 

Tricomalee 28 1 29 3 7 

Kurunegala 117 24 266 162 175 

Puttalam 249 327 116 294 180 

Anuradhapura 89 35 224 63 44 

Polonnaruwa 83 12 387 15 13 

Badulla 21 12 37 21 21 

Monaragala 18 9 26 27 23 

Ratnapura  53 17 97 58 37 

Kegalle 30 13 116 33 28 
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Annexure II 

Questionnaires (Sinhala/ Tamil) 
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Annexure III 

List of Publications 





List of Publications 

1. Preliminary Report of Estate Sector 

2. Summary Report of Small Holding and Estate Sector 

3. District Report on Small Holding Sector (Web Publication) 

 Colombo District 

 Gampaha District 

 Kalutara District 

 Kandy District 

 Matale District 

 Nuwara Eliya District 

 Galle District 

 Matara District 

 Hambantota District 

 Jaffna District 

 Mannar District 

 Vavuniya District 

 Mullaitivu District 

 Killinochchi District 

 Batticaloa District 

 Ampara District 

 Trincomalee District 

 Kurunegala District 

 Puttalam District 

 Anuradhapura District 

 Polonnaruwa District 

 Badulla District 

 Monaragala District 

 Ratnapura District 

 Kegalle District 

4. Final Report on Estate Sector 

5. Report on Household Food Security  

6. Report on Agriculture related information based on GN division 
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No. Name of the Officer Designation 

1 Mr. A.M.U.K.Alahakoon Director 

2 Mr. K.P.K.Dissanayke Deputy Director 

3 Mr. G.S.Uduwana Senior Statistician 

4 Mr. S.Thanabalasingam Senior Statistician 

5 Mr. Jayasampath Liyanage Senior Statistician 

6 Ms. C.P. Chandrasekara Statistician 

7 Ms. L.A.D.D.P.Jayasekara Statistician 

8 Ms.A.M.Mapalagama Statistician 
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10 Mr.R.A.T.S.Rathnayake Statistician 

11 Ms. G.W.N.D. De Silva Statistical Officer 
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13 Ms. S.C. Weerasinghe Statistical Officer 

14 Mr. I.H.J. Rohan Statistical Officer 

15 Mr.H.R.S.H. Piyasena Statistical Officer 

16 Mr. K.R.U.S. Bandara Statistical Officer 

17 Ms. U.W.N.D. Aluthwatta Statistical Officer 

18 Ms. K.A.M.S De Silva Statistical Officer 

19 Ms. E.R.I.A.P.W. Ranasinghe Statistical Officer 

20 Ms.S.L.Sandamali Translator 

21 Mr. O.M.P.Kumara Statistical Assistant 
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23 Ms. Anusha Klementina Statistical Assistant 

24 Mr. M.G. Lasantha Statistical Assistant 
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26 Mr. M.L.P.C.Perera Development Officer 

27 Ms. H.F.H.N.D Fonseka Development Officer 

28 Ms. R.P.D. Rajapaksha Development Officer 

29 Mr. U. Wijedasa Development Officer 

30 Mr. I.L. Wickramatathna Development Officer 

31 Mr. W.M.T.S.B. Wijesekara Development Officer 

32 Ms. K.V.P.L. Jayathilaka Development Officer 

33 Ms. M.K.M.N. Mirihana Development Officer 

34 Ms.T.D.D. Thilinadari Information & Communication Technology Assistant 

35 Mr. K.A.A. Duminda Information & Communication Technology Assistant 

36 Ms. M.S.Weerathunga Information & Communication Technology Assistant 

37 Ms. T.A.D. Fernando Information & Communication Technology Assistant 

38 Ms. B.G.N. Lakmini Information & Communication Technology Assistant 
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40 Ms. G.D.N. Roshani Information & Communication Technology Assistant 
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Mr.D.C.A. Fernando Retired Statistician 

10 Jaffna Ms.U.Maheswaran Deputy Director 

11 Mannar Mr.S.M.M.Badurdeen Statistician 

12 Vavuniya Mr.B.Balachandran Statistician 

13 Mullaitivu 
Mr.M.M.Thaiyar Retired Statistician 

Mr. M.S.S. Kaleem Statistician 

14 Kilinochchi Mr. S.Thanabalasingam Senior Statistician 

15 Batticaloa 
Mr. D.G.S.G.Munasinghe Additional Director General 

Mr.S.H.Mansoor Director  

16 Ampara Mr.W.R.R.Premathilake Senior Statistician 

17 Trincomalee Mr. H.R.S.L.Ranathunga Statistician 

18 Kurunegala 
Ms. K.A.D.S.Ranadheera Retired Director 

Ms.C.D.De Silva Deputy Director 

19 Puttalam Mr. G.T.K.S.Perera Senior Statistician 

20 Anuradhapura 
Mr.J.D.Nandasiri Retired Deputy Director 

Mr. C.A.E.R.M.L.Perera Retired Deputy Director 

21 Polonnaruwa Mr.P.A. Subawickrama Retired Statistician 

22 Badulla Mr. U.S. Wanapushpa Retired Director 

23 Monaragala Mr.A.G.S. Kariyawasam Statistician 

24 Ratnapura 
Mr.P.M.P. Anura Kumara Additional Director General 

Mr. R.H.S.Abeynayake Retired Director 

25 Kegalle Mr.H.R.Dias Retired Director 

 


