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Million % of Total % of Residential

m3/Year Water Use Water Use
Agricultural 50.9 47.7 Indoor 53%

Residential 68.5 35.5 Outdoor 47%

Industrial 14.1 9.8

Unaccounted 10 7.0

Million % of Total % of Residential
m3/Year Water Use Water Use

Agricultural 50.9 47.7 Indoor 53%
Residential 68.5 35.5 Outdoor 47%
Industrial/Others 14.1 9.8

Unaccounted 10 7.0

Water Balance for the Okanagan Watershed









Determining the Value of  Virtual Water









330 Million m3

15 Million m3

83 Million m3

Livestock Water Requirements in Million m3/Year



Water Management Constraints & Options for The Okanagan Watershed

Problems

All Water Resources are Fully Allocated
Climate Projections: Hotter and Drier
Snow Dominated System: Earlier Snow Melt,  Longer Summer Drought when Demand is High
Limited Options for Inter-Basin Water Transfer

Options

Improve Irrigation Efficiency
Shift from Water Intensive Crops to Water Efficient Crops
Consider Reducing Virtual Water Export (Limit Crops Grown for Export)
Reduce irrigated Agricultural Areas 
Minimize Livestock Production in the Basin
Initiate Water Conservation in the Urban Areas 
(Water Saving devices, Outdoor Use Restrictions, Rainwater Harvesting etc.)





Agriculture uses 70% of all Water Globally
20% of the Agricultural Land is irrigated but
Produces 40% of all Food


















