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Story of Red Panda, A Curiosity of Daughter

(Gopal is ready to take his daughter to Jajarkot. Gauri is very happy
about visiting her village. Curious Gauri put her curiosity with
Gopal while he was working on his computer.)

Gauri: Dad, this time, what are we going to do in our village?

Gopal: This time we are going together to meet your
grandparents, visit villages and forests including red panda
habitat.

Gauri: Dad, why do you often talk only about red panda?

Gopal (Smiling): My dear, I am trying to understand it and
conducting my research on how can this species be conserved
since very long period of time. It's my job. Now, like you, your
brother and mom, I have kind of emotional attachment with it
as well.

Gauri: Is it so? What are the reasons behind loving red panda?

Gopal: Don't be panic. Recent study reveals that there are two
members of Ailuridae family, like you and your brother of our
family. It belongs to Order Carnivora, meaning carnivores in diet
due to its small gut size and canine teeth; but it survives itself
foraging on bamboos. Alongwith Nepal, in its natural habitat, it
is found in another four countries of the world: Bhutan, China,
India, and Myanmar. Moreover, it is very few in number. Red
panda, Ailurus fulgens provides identity to the place as well.
Looking at it, I find it as adorable as you.

Gauri: Like me ? Dad, where does it live then?

Gopal: It is considered as an indicator species of high altitude
temperate and sub-alpine zones with mixed coniferous and
broad leaves deciduous forests ranging between 2000 m and



4800 m and temperature between 10 to 25 degree Celsius.

Gauri: Dad, how does it look like? Is it big?.

Gopal (Showing Picture): Look at this picture that your uncle
Jeevan has painted, it is a bit larger than domestic cat. It's body
colour is red hence, it is called red panda. Its call is similar to
sharp tisk or tschip call of birds. It has six digits. It’s sixth digit
is called false thumb. It helps them to cling in small branches of
trees and bamboos while climbing.

Gauri: Our granddad used to call Nautoto to the creature foraging
on bamboos. What is that creature then?

Gopal (Smilng): Yes, Nautoto is the same red panda. Its
name differs with locations. It is called Nautoto in its
habitat range in Karnali region. Likewise, it is also known as
Punde Kundo, Wah, Hop, Hoprokpa, Nigalye Poonya. But
Scientific name Ailurus fulgens brings uniformity in its name.

Gauri: Dad, what is the total population of red panda in our
country?

Gopal: Detail study on this species has just begun. One of
the previous studies has estimated its number to be 1061.

Gauri: Isn't our maternal uncle’s house, mountainous region?
Can we find red panda there too?

Gopal: Yeah, we used to find it there too. I fell in love with your
mom while I was doing my research on red panda there. But
latest study shows its local extinction from the district. It has
been understood that mass flowering of bamboo resulted in the
loss of its food.

Gauri: How wonderful it would be to encounter red panda in
the wild? Dad do foreign tourists come here for red pandas?



Gopal: Not only foreign tourists but also Nepalese are equally
eager to observe it in wild. Red panda-based ecotourism in some
of the eastern districts of Nepal has been aiding up in livelihood
of people there. Hence, its conservation is equally important for
research and livelihood as well. It’s too late. Tomorrow we have
to move early and we will continue talking tomorrow as well. So,

sleep now.

(A long hectic travel from Kathmandu to Nepalgunj by plane and
Nepalgunj to Kalimati, Jajarkot made her exhausted. Next morning,
she started her journey with her dad passing Hari uncle’s coral in

alpine meadows on the way home.)

Hari uncle: You've been home after ages. Please come in. I have
boiled milk. Drink it before leaving.

Gopal: Ok uncle. We will. Uncle, how many livestock do you
have these days?

(Gauri started gazing inside coral and all of sudden her eyes stuck in
the gun kept in the beam of the coral)

Gauri: Dad!! Gun??

Hari Uncle (Feeling awkward): Pretty lady, sometimes, wild
animals are problematic and it’s quite difficult to protect sheep,
goats and cattle from them. So, we herders use to keep it to
chase them away. I sometimes use to kill Himalayan Black Beer,
Himalayan Tahr, Ghoral and Musk deer as well.

Gopal: Uncle, now a days, Nepal Government has put forward
different schemes like livestock insurance to reduce wildlife
induced vulnerability and risk. Moreover, Nepal has strong legal
provisions to control wildlife crimes particularly for protected
priority mammals. The NPWC Act, 2029 and CITES Act 2073



provisions’ a fine ranging from NPR 500,000 to NPR 1,000,000,
or an imprisonment ranging from five years to 15, or both, for
offenders and accomplices convicted for illegal trade in red panda

body parts. Might get prosecuted. So, leave it!

Hari Uncle: Is that so? How do we people living in high altitude
corals know about these stufts?

Gopal: Yeah, it is. Ok uncle we need to reach home. My daughter

can’'t walk much. So, without further delay, we need to move.

Hari Uncle: Ok. Meet up with us when you return.
(A distance moving away from Hari uncle’s coral)

Gauri: Who was she boiling milk for us?

Gopal (with sad face): Hari Uncle’s wife, Maya Aunt. They had
twins who got killed from diseases within one year of their birth
so they both are in grief.

Gauri (with her sad face): Will such grief happen with red panda?

Gopal: No my lady, the case is critical with it too. Like infant
mortality in case of Hari uncle and Maya aunt, its average infant
mortality rate is high so it is endangered.

(Walking on the way amid Jungle, Gauri saw a strange object in the

ground and she wondered what it was.)
Gauri: Dad so much avocado at a place?

Gopal: It's panda’s poo. As red panda eats bamboo, its spindle
shaped moist fresh droppings tapering in either end looks green
like bamboo. We can observe red panda here if you pay attention.

Gauri: Yuk !! it’s poo?



Gopal (Taking gloves out of bag and wearing it on his hands,
he starts breaking droppings): Look here, small pieces of
undigested bamboos are found in its droppings. Again, it
does not produce foul smell even. Droppings are fresh. So,
be alert, you have good chances to encounter red panda now.

Gauri: Ok dad; but; which places have high possibilities of
observation?

Gopal: One can find red panda residing on the slanting
tree branches covered with reddish mosses and lichens
foraging on bamboos nearby water sources in the forests of
Acer spp., Quercus semicarpifolia, Abies spectabilis, Juniperus
spp., Tsuga dumosa, Betula utilis, Berberis spp., Actinidia
strigosa, Rhododendron campanulata, Rosa sericera, Rubus
spp, Schlleriflora spp. etc with dense bamboo understory.

Gauri: How can it be seen on tree barks covered with mosses and
lichens?

Gopal: Hehe, you can see so I insist you to be alert!! In order
to protect form its enemy, reddish mosses and lichens in tree
branches can act as camouflage to red panda, so it resides on
those branches.

(She eagerly started to search for droppings beneath a nearby Betula
utilis.)

Gauri: Dad four five fresh droppings are here.

Gopal: Knowing our arrival here, it might have run away
defecating. I had waited four years of my wildlife career to observe
red pandasin its natural habitat. That time also we followed similar
four five fresh droppings in the forests at Daliyana of Paink as of

now and got chance to observe red panda.

(Looking at trees she is lost in her imagination. Gopal called her )



Gopal: Gauri!!Gauri!!

(Gauriwas still lost in her imagination even if Gopal was calling her)
(All of sudden)

Gauri: Dad I have extreme desire to observe red panda in wild
right now.

Gopal: It quite hard to observe red panda but still you can.
Different anthropogenic and natural threats like habitat loss and
fragmentation, unmanaged grazing, haphazard Non-Timber
Forest Products (NTFPs) collection, snares and traps, domestic
and feral dogs attack, forest fire, infrastructure development
activities etc. have adverse effect in in the existence of this
charismatic animal. The numbers of red panda are decreasing due
to directimpact of these threats. For the research and conservation
of this endangered species, I have spent my 10-15 years so may be
due to this, I am always curious about this species. My life would
have complete if I am able to bring back red panda playing in
your maternal uncle’s home area Manang from where it has been

locally extinct.

Gauri (with beautiful smile on her face): Dad. from now as like
you, I work for the conservation of red panda too.

Gopal: Very Good. Hope you will help me out to conserve
red panda and let’s conserve it together, ok? We dont even
notice the day passing by and we already reached home.

(Gauri entered the home as pleased as punch. Lying on the
bed, she envisaged a red panda foraging on bamboos on her

imagination and she fell asleep with beautiful smile on her face.)
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