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Item 2
AFRILAB updates



Global trend



Regional trend

Since last AFRILAB meeting: 
+ 27 registered labs



• Missing countries (no laboratory registered):
• Angola
• Burundi
• Central African Republic
• Comoros
• Republic of Congo
• Equatorial Guinea
• Guinea-Bissau
• Mauritius
• Seychelles

• Countries with no National Reference Laboratory nominated:
• Mali
• Somalia
• Uganda



Scaling down: National networks

Why NASOLANs are needed?

• Improve the efficacy and outcomes of GLOSOLAN 
activities

• Develop ad-hoc programs to better face global and local 
challenges

• Reach a larger number of laboratories 



NASOLAN tasks
• Enlarge the network by motivating other soil laboratories operating in the country to register in 

GLOSOLAN and, consequently, in NASOLANs
• Facilitate the implementation of GLOSOLAN activities
• Advertise GLOSOLAN activities and events (e.g. online or in person training and meetings like those of the 

Regional Soil Laboratory Network), motivating national laboratories to take part in it
• Organize national trainings and meetings in order to:

• Transfer the knowledge and skills acquired in GLOSOLAN/RESOLANs to other laboratories
• Discuss common challenges and need
• Explore financial resources mobilization opportunities

• Organize national inter-laboratory comparison exercises (PT)
• Keep the communication active with the Chair and Vice-Chair of their RESOLAN, the GSP national focal 

point and the GLOSOLAN coordinator
• Keep the NASOLAN webpage updated in order to facilitate:

i. The financial resource mobilization activities
ii. The involvement of laboratories in projects
iii. The monitoring of national activities.

We are here to support you!



National Reference Laboratories: key role
• Take the leadership of the network 

(organize PTs, annual meetings, trainings, etc.)

• Scale down: Involve laboratories operating in the country 
in all GLOSOLAN and RESOLAN activities

• Scale up: Report challenges and needs of the national network 
to the RESOLAN Chair and Vice-Chairs and GLOSOLAN 
coordinators.

• See the Terms of Reference of Laboratories in GLOSOLAN
(also available on GLOSOLAN website)

http://www.fao.org/3/ca7509en/ca7509en.pdf


NASOLAN webpage
https://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/glosolan/national-soil-laboratory-networks/en/

https://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/glosolan/national-soil-laboratory-networks/en/


National networks in the African region
• Not established yet (different reasons/conditions) – We can help you

• Low number of laboratories operating in the country
• Communication problems
• Lack of knowledge
• Need of financial resources 

• Under establishment (Botswana, Malawi, Niger, Senegal, Tanzania, etc.) –
Any updates?

• Established (Ghana, Mozambique, Nigeria, Zimbabwe, etc.) - Any updates?



Thanks for your attention
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