
SIMPLE is a database created to promote and 
facilitate the execution of international inter-
laboratory comparisons while simplifying the 

shipment of soil samples between countries for 
research purposes

Governance on the import of soil samples 
and guidelines on the management of soil 

samples in laboratories - SIMPLE



Regulatory gap

• Among the 49 countries that are part of the AFRILAB network, only 
19 have national regulations that alternatively cover the import, 
handling or disposal of soil samples.

• What are the possible negative effects of such a lack ?



What are the possible scenarios?

• The lack of such regulations causes numerous 
negative consequences, ranging from the uncertainty
with which practitioners behave to the safety of 
laboratory technicians, and even, paradoxically, to a 
negative impact on the soil itself in the case of a lack 
of regulations on waste management in laboratories 
dealing with these types of sampling.



• Actually, in some cases, this lack of public bodies is
compensated for by private bodies or universities. For
example, in cases where the States do not provide any
guidance on the import, disposal and handling of soil
samples, in these circumstances it is often the
laboratories that provide their workers with the
necessary guidelines.

• However, this phenomenon leads to inconsistency
within even a single State



• Responding to this vacuum is one of the major responsibilities in the
hands of individual State governments.

• The contradiction inherent in promulgating environmental protection
regulations that are not supported in practice by guidelines in the
management and especially the disposal of soil samples is evident.



In almost all countries involved in the AFRILAB network 
to import soil samples within the country is necessary:

• Shipping/Import permit

• Sample provenience documentation

• Documentation of sterilization

• Phytosanitary certificate issued by the soil/plant protection authority
of the country from where the soil has been exported



SoiLEX

• SoiLEX is a global database that aims to facilitate access to
information on existing legal instruments on soil protection and
prevention of soil degradation and in this way raise awareness on a
such pivotal topic. The platform was created in coordination
with FAOLEX, which is to date one of the largest databases of legal
frameworks and instruments related to natural resource
management, food, and agriculture.



The legal and policy instruments can be searched by country profiles or by soil-
related keywords. The information provided by the database allows users to have 
the complete document as well as a detailed summary of its content, focusing 
mainly on the purpose and specific objectives of the instrument.

Research by country profile Research by soil-related keywords



On SoiLEX there is also a section for topic-
based search method



In addition, there is a map on the website showing those states that have regulations exclusively 
dedicated to soil protection, the so-called “soil acts”, to date there are, unfortunately, only 19 (just 
under 10 percent of the 194 members countries of the FAO).
and of these only 16 have a systematic national regulation.

SoiLEX map



Thank You for Your attention
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