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Online survey 
22 answers received from: 

Argentina, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, 
Ecuador, Haiti, Mexico, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, 
Trinidad & Tobago, Uruguay

Thanks to those who answered!

Why?
• Have a better overview of the regional needs
• Easy way to get information
• Facilitate the discussion and optimize the use of the limited time available 

during the online meeting



Regional context
• Type of laboratory
• Awareness on regional activities

• Connection with the regional Governance 
59%

14%

18%

9%

Type of lab

University
Governamental
Public
Private

57%

43%

Are you in touch with the Chair and/or 
vice Chair(s) of your Regional Soil 

Laboratory Network?

Yes
No

63%

23%

7%
7%

Have you ever been informed about the 
activities interesting your Regional Soil 

Laboratory Network?

I receive email from
GLOSOLAN coordinators

I receive emails from
RESOLAN Chairs and
Vice-Chair

I receive email from the
National Reference
Laboratory from my
country



Participation in LATSOLAN meetings

• Participation in previous LATSOLAN meeting

• Was it an useful experience? 🡪🡪 YES

• Why?
• Share knowledge
• Training opportunity
• Good way to implement GLOSOLAN activities in the region
• Chance to discuss about common needs
• Powerful tool for dissemination of information
• Participation in SOPs harmonization

32%

68%

Have you ever attended a meeting 
of your Regional Soil Laboratory 

Network?

No



Participation in Proficiency Tests (PT)

55%

45%

Have you ever joined a Proficiency Test 
(PT)?

No

28%

22%
28%

22%

PT organizer

GLOSOLAN 2019 LATSOLAN 2018
National PTs Other International PTs



LATSOLAN main needs
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Training topics – most needed ones

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

Standard
Operating
Procedure

Dry chemistry (soil
spectroscopy)

Equipment use and
maintenance

Equipment
purchasing

Health and safety Internal quality
control

External quality
control

Laboratory
Management



Awareness and support from the national 
and regional governments

Do you think that LATSOLAN should facilitate the communication between soil laboratories and the central 
government? 🡪🡪 77% said YES, 18% said MAYBE, 5% said NO
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Yes we receive
some financial
support but in

limited amounts

Yes, they provide
me with political

support
(development of

policies)

Yes, they provide
me with technical
support (provision
of equipment and

consumable)

Yes, they provide
me with economic

support (subsidies,
hiring of laboratory

personnel)

No, my laboratory
is supposed to
have a strong

interaction with the
government but

they do not support
us at all

No, I do not have
interaction with the

government

Is your government providing your laboratory 
with sufficient political, technical and economic 

support?

4%

50%
41%

5%

Do you think that regional and national 
governments are aware of the importance of 
soil laboratories in producing good-quality 
soil data? Or more should be done to raise 

their awareness?

Yes, they are aware

They are somewhat
aware but we should
prepare some awareness
material about it
They are not aware, we
need to better inform
them

I am not sure about this



Thanks for your attention
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