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Development, implementation, and 
standardization of the QBS-ar index

Presence of microarthropod in relation to their 
peculiar soil adaptation level (Parisi, 2001)

48 biological forms (with EMI) in 26 taxa

Diplura:20 Coleopterans: 1 <5<10<20

Tysanoptera:1                          Collembola: 1<2 <4 <6 <8 <10<20 Opiliones:10
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Network aim

guarantee the correct QBS-ar use in each application phase 
everywhere, allowing comparison between sites;

 create synergies among researchers applying QBS-ar index 
in soil monitoring programs and projects;

gather dataset and publication to promote knowledge in 
soil microarthropods communities;

develop a standardized protocol of QBS-ar application for 
different climatic zones; 

promote short training courses for beginners or experts; 

help users to solve troubleshooting during identification.
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Nowadays 55 QBS-ar experts
throughout Italy, mainly academic researchers
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Flow chart and time schedule

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 …

Plenary meeting
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setting phase      ■ operational phase



QBS-ar relating publications,  
made available for members

100 publications, more than 2600 soil sites investigated
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Logo: call for tender 
Some examples
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Winning logoVersions of winner (Dr. Aldo D’Alessandro) 



Thank you for your attention, and join QBS-ar working group, is free!

https://scienzadelsuolo.org/QBS-ar.php
qbs@scienzadelsuolo.org
lorenzo.davino@crea.gov.it
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