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Forest Hidrology: Long Term Ecological Research 
(LTER)

• Improve our understanding about
the role of forest plantations on
water balance at a stand and 
catchment level

• LTER includes 17 catchments from
2008 - today

• Covering the coastal range of
central-southern Chile between
35° and 39° S



Forest Hidrology: Long Term Ecological Research 
(LTER)



Inhabitants (n°) Demand (l/d)



Source: own elaboration using governmental databases

17.574.003
total population

514.011
O’HIGGINS-MAULE

75,8%
Rural drinking water (APR)

603.399
ÑUBLE-BIOBIO-
LA ARAUCANÍA

34,4%
Rural drinking water (APR)

327.726
LOS RÍOS-LOS LAGOS

36,3%
Rural drinking water (APR)

2.149.740
rural population

15.424.263
Urban population

1.445.136
rural population
49,6 %
Rural drinking water (APR)



Baseline
studies

Engineering
projects

Water
rights

Lease
land easements Building Self-management

training

Developing water supply solutions for 
neighboring communities



MM$
1,250

MM$ 
22,500

ARAUCO investment leveraged

100 40
projects Beneficiary

communities
People 
benefited

42,500

the results so far...
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