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Attendance 

2

2 877 registered participants

Participation on the first 3 days

✓DAY 1: 1 194 participants

✓DAY 2: 909 participants

✓DAY 3: 753 participants
✓DAY 4:        participants



A topic 
relevant to all 
continents...



… and to 
everyone



Multi-stakeholder 
meeting



SYMPOSIUM OPENING

6

5 distinguished guests

4 renowned 

keynote speakers



Art and science combined 
to raise public awareness 



SCIENCE AS THE BASIS

8

4 dynamic and interactive panel 
discussions

20 technical presentations

Artistic expo combining art and 
science

20 hours of technical sessions & open discussion



Recordings, photos, videos 
and presentations...

All are online!

https://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/GSOWA23_presentations-recordings

https://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/GSOWA23_presentations-recordings


The connection between Soils & Water is now in the news… 
…the only way to reach both the general public and policy makers!

+ articles in the main world newspapers



Key findings



Social media platforms 
in the last days



We need to work harder on advocacy 
and awareness, as soil health is not 
given the importance it deserves to 

ensure the provision of sufficient clean 
water for plant growth.



Foster the use of remote and in situ 
soil moisture monitoring for 

irrigation and fertilization planning.

Soil moisture plays a crucial role in 
nutrient availability. Proper 

management is key for water and 
fertilizer use efficiency.



Opportunities
One health 

approach is the way 
to go……but soil 
health should be 

better recognized.



Integrated governance



− Advocacy and awareness-raising to make the general public aware of the importance of 

soil and water for life on Earth, food security and nutrition.

− Integrated and sustainable soil and water management should be adopted by all.

− Soil moisture monitoring should be considered when planning irrigation and fertilization.

− Preventing soil pollution, erosion and salinization is key to ensuring good water quality.

− Innovations in the use of alternative water sources and the use of green water should be 

the way forward in a context of climate change, overexploitation of resources and water 

scarcity.

− Improved governance through more coherent legal frameworks, strengthened 

institutions, multi-sectoral cooperation and transparent and inclusive decision making.

In a nutshell



An agenda for action 
on integrated soil and 
water management



1. Build a training programme on soil moisture assessment and monitoring 
for GSP members in line with GloSIS;

2. Include soil moisture management and integrated soil and water 
management within the Global Soil Doctors Programme;

3. Coordinate actions among GSP technical networks to prevent soil 
degradation and water quality loss in rainfed and irrigated agriculture;

4. Assist countries to develop and strengthen legal frameworks and 
institutions to ensure integrated and sustainable soil and water 
management.

5. Coordinate actions with other FAO tools, initiatives and projects to 
support integrated and sustainable soil and water management.

GSP actions to implement the GSOWA 
recommendations



The conversation on Soil and Water 
will continue on 

World Soil Day 2023

Already + 1 400 events registered on the map!

Get ready and mark your calendar



Soil prizes to be awarded on 5 December 23

Best celebration held 
in the framework 

of the previous year’s 
communication 

campaign

Honors individuals or 
organizations 

committed to solving 
national, regional or 

local problems of 
soil degradation

6515 Number of submissions 



Thank you !
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