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The most fertile           soils in the world  



Global distribution of Black Soils



EU Vision for Soils
By 2050, all EU soil ecosystems are in 
healthy condition and are thus more 
resilient, which will require very decisive 
changes in this decade.
By then, protection, sustainable use and 
restoration of soil has become the norm. 
Healthy soils contribute as key solution to 
our big challenges to achieve climate 
neutrality, a clean and circular economy, 
revert biodiversity loss, safeguard human 
health, halt desertification and revert land 
degradation. 



Healthy Soils deliver multiple services (soil functions as identified 
in the Soil Thematic Strategy COM(2006) 231):

1. Biomass production, including in agriculture and forestry;
2. Storing, filtering and transforming nutrients, substances and water;
3. Biodiversity pool, such as habitats, species and genes;
4. Physical and cultural environment for humans and human activities;
5. Source of raw materials;
6. Acting as carbon pool;
7. Archive of geological and archeological heritage.



A vision for Black Soils

 Black Soils feed the world
 Black Soils are a limited, non-renewable, natural resource and 

need to be protected for future generations
 Black Soils are heavily degraded in many areas of the world and 

need to be restored
 A global agreement for the sustainable management of Black Soils 

would help in protecting and restoring this precious resource



Thank you for your attention!

https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/eu-soil-observatory

#EUSoil

luca.montanarella@ec.europa.eu

ec-esdac@ec.europa.eu
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