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Overview

• Chapter 2 “Portrait of the Black Soils” focuses on the spatial

distribution of Black Soils

• The first section describes the methodology proposed by GSP

for mapping Black Soils

• The second section is a country-based description of the

spatial distribution and the soil-landscape relation



Country summision

14 countries contributed to the second 
chapter of this report

1. Argentina
2. Brazil
3. Bulgaria
4. Canada
5. Colombia
6. Japan
7. Mexico
8. Mongolia
9. Poland
10. Syrian Arab Republic
11. Slovakia
12. Ukraine
13. United States of America
14. Uruguay
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Black Soils in 
North America
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Europe and 
Central Asia
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Black Soils in 
Central and 
East Asia
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Area of Black Soils  ~2.7 M km2



Probability of being a BS



1st and 2nd categories of BS
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Polygon maps vs probability maps
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Soil classifications vs BS classification



Soil classifications vs BS classification



Conclusions 

✦ Black Soil distribution have not completely revealed, but now we 

know that they do not match the same spatial distribution than 

other soil categories

✦ 1st Category of BS does not necessarily represent more 

productive soils than 2nd Category of BS

✦ Probability maps were more informative that categorical maps
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