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-~ Why FAO works on Soil Pollution?

Region pollution

Sub-5aharan R
] Africa | ©

2015 report on the status of soils worldwide

Nt Soil pollution is one of the major threats to soil
e e functioning
Europe and Eurasia ° :
\’ ~ There was a significant lack of information e
Latin America ';-al.:r_ . ' . 50
compared to the information available for
0¥ W=  other threats
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Why FAO works on Soil Pollution?

Exponential growth of information, but not yet a complete picture

Documents by year

Documents
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* Source: Scopus, 2021
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contaminated soil, polluted soil)
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There is strong evidence that soil
pollution poses a major threat to the

provision of ecosystem services by

soils...
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v Food and Agriculture
Organization of the

United Nations

Soil pollution

jeopardizes the
achievement of

most of the SDGs

The prevention,
control, and
remediation of
soil pollution are
fundamental if
we want to
implement the
2030 Agendafor
Sustainable
Development.

1 REDUCED
INEQUALITIES

10.1. Soil pollution
disproportionately
affects the poorest
and most vulnerable
populations, causing
serious health
impacts and reducing

their ability to
improve their
economic
circumstances.

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

GALALS

cent of people living
inextreme poverty
live in ruralareasand
depend heavily on
agriculture for their
livelihoods. Soil
pollution reduces
cropyieldsand
quality, leading to
reduced incomes for
rural populations.

1 NO
POVERTY

12 Socenon
ANDPRODUCTION

O

12.2.-12.4.-
12.5. e world

produces more than 2
billion tonnes of solid
waste peryear,
exacerbated by
modern production
and consumption
patterns based on
rapid product
obsolescence and
over-extraction of
raw materials.
Industrial, activities,
mining and
unsustainable waste
management
representthe main
sources of soil
pollutionin some
countries, especially
inthe Global South.

3.4.-3.9.wHo
estimates that about
16% of total global
mortality is attributed
to environmental
pollution-related
diseases (including
wiater, air and soil
pollution).

The burden of disease
attributed solely to
soil pollutionand
soil-borne diseases
remains largely
unknown and may
be greatly
underestimated.

GOOD HEALTH
ANDWELL-BEING

o

1 CLIMATE
ACTION

24

13.1. soil pollution
contributes to
exacerbating climate
change. The misuse
of nitrogen fertilisers
inagriculture
contributes tothe
release of N,0 into
the atmosphere, a
potentgreenhouse
gas, leading to
emissions of 700 000
(0% equivalents.

5.5. Around 45 per
cent of the world's
women work in
vulnerable jobs,
many inmarginal
agricultural areas, or
asscavengers, and
they tendto have less
access to education
and therefore have
fewer resources and
solutions to reduce
their exposure to soil
pollution.

GENDER
EQUALITY

14 IEFlEOW WATER

14.1. aboutso
percent of marine
pollution comes from
land-based activities.
Erosion of polluted
soils contributes
plastics, nutrients and
organic chemicals
whichare
contaminants of
concern in marine
ecosystems.

6.3. soil pollution
leads to groundwater
pollution through
contaminant
leaching, and
polluted soil erosion
and runoff contribute
to surface water
pollution.

6 CLEAN WATER
ANDSANITATION

15.3. Soil pollution
causesa chain
reaction of
degradation of
terrestrial
ecosystems.
Contaminants in soil
are taken up by
plants and ingested
by soil organisms and
pass into the food
chain, affecting the
health and
functioning of all
terrestrial
communities.

7.2.Ar0und 65
percentofthe world's
energy production
comes fromthe
combustion of fossil
fuels (coal, natural
gas and oil), which
are a major source of
environmental
contaminants.

1 6 PEACE, JUSTICE
ANDSTRONG
INSTITUTIONS

>,

16.3.-16.7

Ethnic minarity
groups and the
poorest and most
vulnerable are the
most affected by soil
pollution.
Environmental
inequalities existin
both developing and
developed countries
and are fostered by a
lack of information
and dataon the state
ofthe environment,
which limitsthe
ability of affected
populations toreact,
act and decide.

8.4. Poorly
managed stockpiles
and diffusion of
chemicals intothe
nment
resulting
industrial activities
are major sources of
soil pollution, both
on the industrialsite,
and also more widely
through the transport
of particlesvia airand
water.

DECENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

1 PARTNERSHIPS
FORTHE GOALS

17.7.-17.9.
Developed countries
are more advancedin
the development of
technologies to
detect emerging
contaminants,
innovative
environmentally
friendly industrial
praduction and soil
pollution
remediation
technologies, and
therefore need to
actively collaborate in
the transfer of
knowledge.




International recognition of soil pollution as a
global threat
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GSP agenda for action: 4 key actions

Fill knowledge gaps

Improved soil pollution Global commitment towards preventing,

information and monitoring as halting and remediating soil pollution in
part of the Global Soil Information |=(— the framework of Zero Pollution/Towards

System and Global Soil Health and &= 3 Pollution Free Planet ambitions
Biodiversity Observatory

-~ Strengthen legal frameworks
r‘

Foster international cooperation
Advocate for technology transfer and
cross-capacity building for the whole cycle
of soil pollution, from prevention to
detection, monitoring, management, and
remediation

Improve awareness and

communication
Promote pollution-free options
and incentivise 4R approach

2
14

LAUNCH OF THE INTERNATIONAL NETWORK ON SOIL POLLUTION (INSOP) | 22 APRIL 2022 w

GLOBAL SOIL

—



Why an International Network on Soil Pollution?

Policymakers
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Thank you and
Welcome to the INSOP!
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