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Why FAO works on Soil Pollution?

2015 report on the status of soils worldwide

Soil pollution is one of the major threats to soil 
functioning

There was a significant lack of information 
compared to the information available for 
other threats



Exponential growth of information, but not yet a complete picture

Why FAO works on Soil Pollution?

Source: Scopus, 2021
(soil pollution, soil contamination, 
contaminated soil, polluted soil)



There is strong evidence that soil 
pollution poses a major threat to the 
provision of ecosystem services by 
soils…





International recognition of soil pollution as a 
global threat



GSP agenda for action: 4 key actions

Fill knowledge gaps

Improved soil pollution 
information and monitoring as 
part of the Global Soil Information 
System and Global Soil Health and 
Biodiversity Observatory

Improve awareness and 
communication

Promote pollution-free options 
and incentivise 4R approach

Foster international cooperation
Advocate for technology transfer and 
cross-capacity building for the whole cycle 
of soil pollution, from prevention to 
detection, monitoring, management, and 
remediation

Strengthen legal frameworks
Global commitment towards preventing, 
halting and remediating soil pollution in 
the framework of Zero Pollution/Towards 
a Pollution Free Planet ambitions



Why an International Network on Soil Pollution?

Policymakers Academia

Land users and 
private sector Civil society



Thank you and 
Welcome to the INSOP!
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