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ITPS report 2024

• Publications: ITPS letters, preparation scientific paper

• Symposia: GSOIL4N22, GSOWA23, GSID24

• Global maps: GSNmap

• Networks: INSOILFER, GLOSOB, NETSOB, a.o.

• RECSOIL

• Reports: Global Status of Salt affected Soils

• Second edition of the Status of the World’s Soil Resources (SWSR) 

• Participation in congresses: CLACS (Brazil), IUSS Centennial (Florence)

• Working Group to develop the Indicator System of the GSP Action Framework
(ISAF)

• Participation in global fora: SCT of the 4pM, UNEP report on Global Environment
Outlook (GEO7)



ITPS Soil Letters 2023-24

TIME TO 

ADDRESS 

GLOBAL SOIL 

MONITORING ?

9



https://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/gsid24/en/

Theme 1
Mainstreaming soil data: innovations in 
analysis, standardization, 
harmonization and communication

Theme 2
Advances in soil mapping and 
monitoring

Theme 3
Soil data for policy and decision-
making

Theme 4
Soil data as a common good



Congresses and symposia
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SWSR-2025 content
• Introduction

• Chapter 1. Soil functions and their contributions to life 
on earth

• Chapter 2. Threats to soil functions

• Chapter 3. Direct and indirect drivers 

• Chapter 4. Sustainable soil management in support of 
SDGs 

• Chapter 5. Facilitating the adoption of SSM

• Chapters 7-13. Regional Assessment chapters

• Conclusions



SWSR-2025 management
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Country engagement

North 
America
20 authors
2 countries

240 authors
64 

countries

LAC
43 authors
9 countries

NENA
19 authors
8 countries

Africa
30 authors

15 countries

Asia
56 authors

12 countries

Europe
39 authors

16 countries

Pacific
33 authors
2 countries



Regional summary
assessment of trends

Which 
soils?

soils of agricultural, urban and 
managed forested lands

Which 
period?

2015-2025

What is 
assessed?

efficiency of sustainable management 
practices

Which 
criteria?

according to the definitions and 
guidelines previously established by the 
Intergovernmental Technical Panel on 
Soils



Condition Initial condition of soil management in the assessment period

Very Poor
The management practices in place led to severe erosion with 

significant impacts on air and water quality.

Poor
The management practices in place led to severe erosion with 

significant  in-field impacts. 

Fair The management practices in place led to minor soil loss.

Good The management practices in place led to very minor soil loss.

Very Good
The management practices in place led to soil loss at th slowest 

level possible for that region.

Assessment of state (condition)



Trend Description 

Stable

Widespread adoption of sustainable soil management practices 

occurred prior to the assessment period and they continued to be used 

during the assessment period.

Improving
Widespread adoption of sustainable soil management practises 

occurred during the assessment period.

Deteriorating
Continued widespread use of management practises known to 

accelerate risks to soil functions occurred during the assessment period.

Variable
No clear trend in adoption of sustainable soil management practises 

was evident during the assessment period

Assessment of trend



ITPS workplan 2024-2025

• Follow-up actions GSER19 and GSOWA23

• Lead GSID24

• Finalize GSN, GSER maps

• Support GLOSOB and the technical networks

• RECSOIL

• SWSR 25

• WSD 2024 - Caring for soils: measure, manage, monitor

• ISAF WG – GSHI and Soil Health Dashboard

• Preparation of Global Symposium Soil Sealing and Urban soils 2025

• Publication ITPS letters: Soil Governance
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