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World Soil Day 2023

“Soil and water: a source of life“



+ 3 000 persons from 180 countries



World Soil Day 2023 events

• Official ceremonies

• Photo and video challenges

• Field excursions

• Webinars

• Creative workshops

• Soil paintings

• Marathons

• Concerts

• Open-air performances

• Theater pieces

• & much more!



World Soil Day 2023
participation

Government representatives, private sector, 
NGOs, youth organizations, schools, colleges 
and universities, environmental activists, civil 

society, art curators
and more…



10 years of 
World Soil Day
celebrations!

2023: Record year!

+ 10 000 events 
registered on the 

WSD interactive map

https://www.fao.org/world-soil-day/worldwide-events/en/


World Soil Day 2023 in NEWS

Once more, soil science was IN THE 
NEWS and successfully moved to 

citizen and policy makers

600 published articles 
reached 

+1 000 000 000 people 



All articles are available and can be filtered 

by language and country from the WSD website



World Soil Day 2023
campaign materials



96 000 posts #WSD engaged 

405 million users



Photo gallery – WSD23 Call for photos

+800 pictures 
received

A selection of the top 
pics uploaded on the 

WSD gallery

https://www.flickr.com/photos/faooftheun/albums/72177720313410628/


A joined efforts to make the WSD logo available in

106 languages, 

including local dialects!

World Soil Day logo



3 contests – excellent results

Contests are a powerful tool for engaging people. We held 
three contests last year, with excellent results. Each contest was 
designed to raise awareness of the link between soil and water



Objective: raise awareness 
on the precious link 
between soil and water.

✓ + 500 

submissions 
received

✓ +4228 
interactions 
on social 
media for 

public voting

Photo contest



Kids2kids poster contest

Objective: to 
raise awareness on 
the importance 
of sustainable 
soil management 
through creativity 
an imagination.

✓  + 200 submissions
✓  + over 10 000

interactions through 
public voting!



Book contest

Objective: to invite soil 
scientists and designers to 
collaborate on creating 
freestyle book proposals for 
children.

50 booklets 

submitted
USD   1000      500      250



GREAT SUCCESS - Booklets collection

..each story is an amazing journey around the world!!

Book contest

https://openknowledge.fao.org/bitstreams/f495b4c8-3522-4d37-9b94-724c39e4c2e9/download
https://doi.org/10.4060/cc0530en


Glinka World Soil Prize 2023

❖Honors individuals or organizations committed to solving acute national, regional 
or local problems of soil degradation

❖Consists of a Glinka Medal and a check of USD 15 000 in memory of the prominent 
Russian scientist Konstantin D. Glinka

The Glinka World 
Soil Prize 2023 
was awarded to 
Prof. Ravendra 
(Ravi) Naidu, for 
his career spanning 
over three decades

Thanks to the financial 

support of the 

Russian 

Federation

Call for 
submission 
now open!!



King Bhumibol 
World Soil Day Award 2023

❖It praises the best celebration held in the framework of the previous year’s 
WSD communication campaign

❖Winner receives an award in the form of a medal and a prize of USD 15000

The Soil and 
Fertilizer Society of 
Thailand and the Thai 
World Soil Day 
Committee received the 
2023 King Bhumibol 
World Soil Day 
Award for engaging 
millions across Thailand 
in celebrating soil and its 
importance.

Thanks to the financial 

support of the 

Kingdom of 

Thailand

+50 
submission 

received 

Call for
submission
now open!!



World Soil Day 2023

For more information





10 years of World Soil Day 2014 - 2024

INFORMING THE WORLD: Reaching 
7.5 billion people through 2 
096 news articles!

ENGAGING PARTICIPATION: 
Welcoming and involving 
+ 12 000 participants in 
the annual celebrations!

WORLDWIDE 
REPRESENTATION: Pinning 

15 000 incredible events 
on the official map!

ENGAGING THE DIGITAL COMMUNITY: 
Connecting with over 2 billion 

people through social media 
outreach!

Billions of individuals 
informed & mobilized



Innovative approach goes beyond simply 
disseminating scientific facts

“Suelos sanos para una vida sana” A soil exhibit in 
the Valparaíso Metro. Chile

Halifax Public gardens

Canada



Resonating with people's values and concerns inspiring action and 
fostering a deeper understanding of the importance of soil



World Soil Day 2024

The WSD 2024 theme: Caring for soils: measure, 
manage, monitor will be an opportunity for all to 
engage even more people and countries in the 

celebrations on the theme of soil data and 
information



Matteo 
Sala

Giusy 
Emiliano

Maria Chiara
Humura

Margherita
Furenti



The Plenary Assembly may wish to:
• appreciate the successful WSD celebration held in December 2023 and the programme 

foreseen for WSD 2024 under the theme Caring for soils: measure, manage, monitor; 

• encourage countries, other partners and stakeholders to organize WSD celebrations 
under the 2024 theme; 

• decide the theme for WSD 2025 by selecting the proposal made by the GSP Secretariat 
or any other proposal made during the 12th Plenary Assembly; 

• appreciate the successful organization of the Glinka World Soil Prize in 2023, invite 
partners to disseminate the call for nominations for the Glinka World Soil Prize 2024, 
ensuring a fully inclusive process through submissions from all regions, and call on 
resource partners to contribute financially to the prize beyond 2024; and 

• appreciate the successful organization of the King Bhumibol WSD Award in 2023, invite 
partners to disseminate the call for nominations for the 2024 Award, and call on 
resource partners to contribute financially to the prize beyond 2024.



WORLD SOIL DAY 2025

‘Healthy soils for healthy cities’




	Slide 1
	Slide 2: World Soil Day 2023
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: World Soil Day 2023 events 
	Slide 5: World Soil Day 2023 participation 
	Slide 6: 10 years of  World Soil Day celebrations!
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: World Soil Day 2023 campaign materials
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Photo gallery – WSD23
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: GREAT SUCCESS - Booklets collection  
	Slide 18: Glinka World Soil Prize 2023
	Slide 19: King Bhumibol  World Soil Day Award 2023
	Slide 20: World Soil Day 2023
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27: The Plenary Assembly may wish to:
	Slide 28: World Soil Day 2025
	Slide 29

