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Global Symposia organized by GSP / ITPS
Soil Organic Carbon (2017) Soil Erosion (2019)

Soil Pollution (2018) Soil Biodiversity (2021)

Soil Salinity (2021)

Soils for Nutrition (2022)



The Global Symposium on Soils for Nutrition (GSOIL4N)
Aims to:

It is expected to:

Review the state of the art on the 
role of soil fertility in delivering 
sufficient, high quality, safe, and 
more nutritious food for better 
nourished plants, animals, and 
people.

26-29 July, 2022.
Virtual format

Identify critical knowledge gaps 
and provide the basis for 
discussion among key 
stakeholders on the: Creation of 
solutions that can provide more 
nutritious food
Enhanced One health 
Protecting the environment.



o Assessing, mapping and monitoring soil nutrients 
o Applications of soil fertility data/information for decision making 
o State of the art on the availability of soil nutrients/fertilizers

1

o Nutrition sensitive agriculture
o Innovations on sustainable soil management and soil fertility
o Soil micronutrients and human health

2 Sustainable soil management for food security and better nutrition

o Status of soil, water, and air pollution derived from the overuse or 
misuse of fertilizers

o The role of fertilizers on climate change
o Fertilizers quality and its role in food safety and pollution

3 Impacts of soil nutrient management on the
Environment and climate change

4 o Policies to improving soil fertility by SSM.
o Implementation of normative tools- Code Fertilizers
o Gender sensitive tools and methods in fertilization programmes

Governance of soil fertility/soil nutrients 

Status and trends of global soil nutrient budget;
Soil nutrients for production

The nutrients we need are in soils!   
Soil nutrients for one health

Why misuse and overuse of nutrients pollute and worsen 
climate change?
Soil nutrients and the environment 

Why should soil properties be in our policies and laws?
Soil nutrients for people

The four themes of the GSOIL4N



Call for abstracts



GSOIL4N general structure

The Symposium will be held virtually over four days on July 26 - 29, 2022, with an 
expected participation of representatives from countries around the world. 

Opening 
session

High-level 
speakers

Keynote 
speakers Parallel sessions 

and postersDiscussion 
panels

Speakers from co-organizing 
institutions

Leading experts 
for setting the 

scene 

Multisectoral to address 
the four themes and 
complement the 
scientific insight

Participants to address 
the four themes



Key questions to be addressed

What is the outlook for soil fertility in the 
face of a challenging global scenario 
dominated by health crisis, food insecurity, 
fertilizer crisis, war, migration and 
poverty?

Do we really need fertilizers to grow 
crops?

How do fertilizer misuse and overuse 
impact the environment and cause 

climate change?

Question 04

How do policies and governance can support to 
overcome soil fertility loss and  underuse, 

misuse and overuse of fertilizers? 

What are the alternatives to boost soil 
nutrients?

What is the insight of the fertilizer industry in 
the face of a global scenario of underuse, 

misuse and overuse of fertilizers? 



How can the PA support the GSOIL4N organization ?

 Call for strong dissemination  in the Global Symposium on 
Soils for Nutrition: Soils Where Food Begins to be held on 26-
29 July 2022.

 Actively participate in the submission of abstracts for the four 
themes of the symposium.

 Be actively involved and support the Photo-reportage contest 
on #Soils4Nutrition

 Encourage countries and other partners to join in the efforts to 
disseminate and implement the actions indicated in the 
outcome documents of the GSOIL4N. 



Implementation of the GSOC17
 8 recommendations included in the Outcome Document

Actions on 8 recommendations taken

Global monitoring of SOC done: GSOCmap, GSOCseq map, 
SOC-MRV Protocol, SOC Technical Manual.

 Inclusion of SOC loss prevention and management on the 
Global Soil Doctors programme ongoing

Huge potential and demands about RECSOIL but resources
are needed for effective implementation



Implementation of the GSOP18
 8 recommendations included in the Outcome Document

Actions on 5 recommendations taken

Global assessment of soil pollution published

 Inclusion of soil pollution prevention and management on the 
Global Soil Doctors programme ongoing

Rest of the activities are taken over by the International 
Network on Soil Pollution (INSOP)

Huge potential and demands but resources are needed for
effective implementation



Implementation of the GSER19
 6 recommendations included in the Outcome Document

No actions has been taken due to lack of resources

Global map of soil erosion will be prepared by countries 
starting from this year

 Inclusion of soil erosion prevention and management on the 
Global Soil Doctors programme ongoing

Should the Plenary Assembly considers erosion as a priority, 
financial support is needed



Implementation of the GSOBI21

 7 recommendations included in the Outcome Document

Actions on 5 recommendations taken

Global assessment of soil biodiversity published

 Inclusion of soil biodiversity loss prevention and 
management on the Global Soil Doctors programme ongoing

All the activities are taken over by the International Network 
on Soil Biodiversity (NETSOB)

Huge potential and demands about GLOSOB, but resources
are needed for effective implementation



Implementation of the GSAS21
 9 recommendations included in the Outcome Document

 Actions on all recommendations are taken by the GSP's International 
Network on Salt-Affected Soils (INSAS) and other GSP's technical 
networks where relevant

 Global assessment of salt-affected soils is under preparation

 Global map of salt-affected soils (GSASmap) is being updated and 
populated with missing countries to provide the up-to-date global coverage, 
work being implemented in close collaboration with the countries

 The INSAS network and its partners are in the process of mobilising
the resources for the implementation of GSAS recommendations. Any
donor and in-kind support is welcome.
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