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FAO’s mandate




Definition of “food security”

“Food security exists when all people, at
all times, have physical, social and
economic access to sufficient, safe and
nutritious food”

[FAO World Food Summit, 1996]
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Welcome to the FAO GM Foods Platform

A piatform for aV

The FAD GM Foods Platform is a simple ooline platform 1o share infarmation on safely assessment of foods darived from recombinant-DNA plants
authorized in accordance with the Codex “Guidelne for the conduct of focd safety vent of foods o d from recombinant-DNA plants (CACAGL
45-2003, annax Il acopted in 2008) *. This Platiorm aiso faciitates he eflective utiization of food safety assessment i situations of Low Level Presence
(LLP) of r-DNA plant materials in food.

How & works

The FAD GM Foods Platform is freely accessible for those who want 10 browse the information. Registration Is required for those who need to upload
information. Only officially nominated Focal Points can register 10 the Piatiorm.

One Focal Point per Codax Mamber is officially nominated by the respective country through its Codex Contact Point. The nominated Focal Point is then
invited 10 register 1o the Platfarm. Once hisher registration has been approved, the Focal Point can start uploading the relevant national data and
information 10 the Platiorm. All the entnes will be reviewed by FAD before they will be onling.

Please note: the FAD GM Foods Platform was officiaby launched on 1 July 2013 and the database wil gradually expand as Member countries upload
ther information over the coming weeks and months.

The launching event was convened on 1 July 2013 at FAQ headquarters In Rome, Raly. Meeting report is avallable for download and some photos of the

event can be viewed hare,
Start browsing
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Codex Alimentarius

" |ntergovernmental Standards-setting Body CCOD £y
established by FAO and WHO in 1961/63 ODEX =
CODEX -
" Ad hoc Task Force on Food derived from CODEX

Biotechnology (TFFBT)

* QGuideline for the conduct of food safety
assessment of foods derived from recombinant-
DNA plants

o Annex Il : Food Safety Assessment in Situations of Low-level
Presence (LLP) of recombinant-DNA Plant Material in Food

o The Annex specifies that Codex Members should make
available to a publicly accessible central database to be
maintained by FAO information on recombinant-DNA plants
authorized in accordance with the Codex Plant Guideline.




Scope of the database

INCLUDED ACCEPTED NOT INCLUDED

* Type of documents

LAWS DECISIONS RISK ASSESSMENT

* Type of assessment

ENVIRONMENT

* Type of organism

PLANTS MICROORGANISMS

e Scale of assessment

FIELD TRIAL COMMERCIALISED



How it works

FAO Members through
Codex Contact Points

Nominate focal points

" Freely accessible for
visitors

Platform Focal Points

Register to the Platform

Registered User

Fill out country profile

Share Official National
Information on safety
assessment*

"  Only Focal Points
can upload
data/information

=  Focal Points are
officially nominated

by the FAO Member
gOve rnments FAO Platform Administrator

Information
published Platform
activities

* Conducted according to the Codex Guidelines



FAO GM Foods Platform Community

INCLUDED ACCEPTED

186 Codex Members .

Focal Points to the Platform are government officials from FAO
Member States that are officially nominated by their Codex Contact

Point
o To date, 156 Focal Points are nominated

Focal Points are mostly from:

o Ministry of Agriculture
o Ministry of Health
o Food Safety Competent Authorities

CANNOT
CAN UPLOAD UPLOAD

Industry
[Associations

Goverment

Academia
/Research

Uploaders of information



Current Challenges

" The Platform is not yet 100% up-to-date

o Difficulties in the nomination of Focal Points due to
multi-agency collaboration.

o Priority conflicts at the national level (financial
resources and time allocation) resulting in no/slow
uploading of information.

= Official documents are in the original language
of the respective country

o Reservation to share the document in non-UN
languages has been observed.

* Limited financial and personal resources
available for maintaining the Platform




For more information

" FAO — Food Safety and Quality website:

http://www.fao.org/food/food-quality-safety/
food-quality@fao.org

= FAO GM Foods Platform:

http://fao.org/gm-platform/
GM-Platform@fao.org
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