
With an increasing world population, growing scarcity of natural resources, and accelerating 
climate change, the road towards sustainable food security is increasingly challenging. 

Given the size and complexity of the task, joining forces is a necessity. FAO and its partners 
are, therefore, working together in new ways to address sustainability in food and agriculture. 

The livestock sector exemplifies the existing challenges towards sustainability and the necessi-
ty for joint action: it not only needs to supply growing amounts of safe food and support rural 
livelihoods, but it must also deal with growing resource scarcity and reduce its environmental 
footprint. From industrial poultry to dryland pastoralism, livestock systems face highly diverse 
challenges that require different responses. Such actions need to reconcile the requirements of 
a wide array of different stakeholders, and to provide benefits to all.

Already, stakeholders are joining hands to make livestock more sustainable.  Novel forms of 
partnership are being developed around the world, and dialogue is at the heart of such partner-
ships. Capitalizing on the strength of different actors, dialogue enhances the understanding of 
development issues. But more importantly, consensus can be build amongst all concerned on 
the path towards sustainable food security. It forms the basis for stakeholder commitments to 
action and on-the-ground improvements. 

One example of this new way of operating is the Global Agenda of Action in Support of Sustain-
able Livestock Sector Development, supported by FAO. This partnership of key representa-
tives from governments, the private sector, civil society and academia, aims to catalyze and 
guide the continuous improvement of livestock sector practices.  

In delivering on its strategic objectives, FAO is eager to learn from new and existing partner-
ships, and to engage in new ways. At this side-event, selected experiences on novel forms of 
stakeholder dialogue and  action-orientated partnerships will be shared and discussed. This 
will help inform Conference Delegates, and assist FAO to develop more effective partnerships 
for sustainability in food and agriculture.

Multi-Stakeholder Action for Sustainable Livestock
AGA side-event during the 38th FAO Conference

FAO HQ - Monday 17 June, 2013  
Iran Room, 13:00 - 14:30 



Chair: 	Ren Wang, Assistant Director-General, Agriculture and Consumer Protection 
Department, FAO 

13:00 	 Opening and introduction by the Chair

13:05 	 Development Issues in the Livestock Sector - Berhe Tekola, Director, Animal 
Production and Health Division, FAO

13:15	 International Stakeholder Panel; 
Ruaraidh Petre, Executive Director, Global Roundtable for Sustainable Beef; 
Barry Boubakary, Chargé du Programme, Association pour la Promotion de 
l’Elevage au Sahel et en Savane, West Africa; 
Ramesh Rawal, Executive Vice President, BAIF Development Research 
Foundation, India; 
Ruud Tijssens, Director Agrifirm, the Netherlands, and Chair, Sustainability 
Taskforce of the European Feed Manufacturer’s Federation; 
Eduardo Bastos, President, Brazilian Roundtable for Sustainable Livestock; 
Neil Fraser, Chair Agenda Guiding Group

13:45	 Facilitated panel discussion

14:00	 Open discussion - plenary

14:15	 Comments and summary - Bernard Lehmann, State Secretary for Agriculture, 
Switzerland

14:25	 Closure by the Chair

Panel members make 5-minute presentations. 

Simultaneous interpretation provided in English, French and Spanish.

Refreshments will be available outside the Iran Room from 12:30 onwards.
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