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[Transcription from Arabic]

STATE of PALESTINE
Oulaatd 4193
Dr. Mai Alkaila
Ambassador of Palestine in Italy

FAO, 39" Conference

We wish to congratulate Mr Graziano da Silva for his re-election and we congratulate you on the work
carried out in the last term, wishing you all the success in this new Office. We hope that the support for
Palestinian farmers will continue. | would also like to thank all the brothering states that continue to
finance projects in Palestine.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

There are still 860 million suffering from hunger and undernourishment in the world. In the Palestine
and in the West Bank the rate of food security is 19 percent and 56 percent in the Gaza strip. These
indicators mean that we need to focus on sustainable development to eradicate hunger and to use
natural resources more efficiently. Agriculture has an increasing importance: it’s the only way we can
ensure food security and tackle international challenges such as the economic crisis and its negative
impact, in addition to climate change, droughts, global warming, degradation of soils, weakness of
agricultural productivity—particularly cereals in cross-border areas—and the lack of efficiency in
managing all of the risks linked to natural disasters.

We must study all of these factors, particularly the squandering of agricultural produce, given these
international challenges which affect Palestinian farming. Israeli occupation and various arbitrary
measures implemented are a major challenge to food security in Palestine, such as the barbaric war
launched by Israeli occupation in the Gaza strip since 2014, which has directly and indirectly affected
millions of people and caused the loss of $150 million, in addition to the destruction of land, trees,
agricultural infrastructure. The continuing unfair blockage and the ban on fishing all along the Gaza strip
and its 3,000 nautical miles of coasts have made things very difficult for Palestinian fisheries. All of this
has cut water resources, fisheries resources; there have been attacks on fishermen, in addition to an
increase in unemployment and poverty.

In the West Bank, over 60 percent of arable land is still under occupation, and is classed as Zone C,
preventing the export of agricultural products, and building a wall has affected some 1,500 hectares of
arable land, which is not used. Destruction of agricultural land by settlements and the occupation by the



Israeli army has also reduced our income in agriculture by 85 percent, in addition to increasing
unemployment and poverty.

We have studied a mid-term plan for 2014-2016, in particular looking at programmes that the FAO has
pushed forward for the 2016-2017 period. We wish to bring forth the challenges, particularly vis-a-vis
the persistence of Israeli occupation and the major obstacles we are facing because of this and its
damaging effects on Palestinian agriculture.

However, in recent years we have managed to modernize our agriculture, ensuring that our farmers
have more access to modern means. We also need to create the right conditions for development and
investments.

Ladies and gentlemen,

The Palestinian agricultural sector has moved forward in recent years. We have new legislation to
reinforce agricultural investments, we have improved management of natural resources, developed
institutional capacities to boost research and dissemination for production of quality commodities,
which can offset water scarcity and can be competitive on local and international markets. We need
more local and international investments to remove all of the barriers to agricultural development,
particularly vis-a-vis the occupation of the Israeli Army, which should withdraw from all occupied lands.
We need to particularly strengthen farmers’ associations, especially small farmers, and to give them the
means of financing agricultural insurance.

| would like to thank all of the Member States and countries who have supported projects in Palestine,
and all of those who have attached importance to the Palestinian government, which has allocated 90%
of its budget to agriculture in the 2014-2016 period.

Thank you very much, we wish you all the success in this meeting.



