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[Transcription from Arabic]

39" Session of FAO Conference

Republic of the Sudan
Statement to be delivered by H.E. Amira Daoud Hassan Gornass
Ambassador and Permanent Representative of the Republic of the Sudan

to UN Agencies for Food and Agriculture based in Rome

Thank you, Chairperson
Director General,
Heads of Delegation,
Your Excellencies,

Members, Distinguished Participants,

| greet you and | am delighted to be able to address you on the occasion of the 39" Session of the FAO con-
ference. On behalf of the Sudanese Government and people, | would like to greet the Heads of Delegation
and all participants in this conference which is seeking to break the cycle of rural poverty and hunger by
strengthening social protection and sustainable agricultural development. We very much commend the
role played by the FAO as well as its continuous efforts to develop the agricultural sector and to attain the
Development Goals in order to tackle the challenges arising from the lack of food, malnutrition and climate
change and the impact of economic crises and wars.

| also have pleasure here in congratulating Mr Graziano da Silva on his re-election as the Director-General
of FAO. We can assure him of our cooperation in order that we may attain the objectives of the Organiza-
tion over the next term, during which few of you will have even greater importance in rising up to the chal-
lenges of food shortages and malnutrition, especially in Sub-Saharan Africa where most of the countries
suffer from malnutrition and hunger.

Chairperson, distinguished participants,

We appreciate the growing role of the FAO and its continued efforts to continue developing the farming
sector in Sudan, and we hope to see the strengthening of this cooperation in support of national efforts to
bring about agricultural development, food security and nutrition security. Sudan has sought to reduce
poverty and guarantee food security; to this end it has established a National Secretariat for food security,
the end of which is to coordinate policies, programmes and projects as far as services and analyses, in order
to bolster food security efforts across the country and the provinces. We have also established a Council for
Food and Nutrition Security in order to promote cooperation coordination between the Ministries and the
relevant bodies in order to bring about food and nutrition security. We have also supported all of this
through the enactment of laws and regulations guaranteeing and facilitating implementation of plans and
projects aiming to integrate inclusive food security nationwide.



The State has also given a strategic focus to agriculture by giving it priority for resources and funding, and
providing assistance to the poor in rural areas, given that more than 70 percent of the Sudanese population
entirely depends on agriculture for their livelihoods. We have focused our efforts on irrigation in order to
guarantee stability in agricultural production. We have expended the equivalent of $50 million during the
current crop season in order to improve irrigation projects to guarantee stability and food security. The
State has also adopted a programme for agricultural reinvigoration in order to promote the agricultural sec-
tor. This programme seeks to develop farming systems, develop infrastructures, and to make proper use of
natural resources for the benefit of current and future generations.

These innovations have been buttressed by a range of economic and institutional policies, including the
withdrawal of the State from the productive sector and encouraging the private sector to take on the reins,
particularly through the improvement in legislation and laws, promoting strategic partnerships for agricul-
tural investments and assisting in the resolution of problems of land ownership, finance and rational use of
natural and human resources.

Strategic partnerships are among the most important roles used by the State in order to free up the agricul-
tural sector, ridding it of the traditional stereotypes. We have also worked to develop small and medium-
sized farms and firms. We are also working to help the whole productive sector by trying to attract invest-
ments, national and foreign capital alike in order to promote the agricultural sector, which is a constant pil-
lar for continuous growth and an important tool in reducing poverty. The growth in GDP, thanks to agricul-
ture, is four times more effective in poverty reduction than in other sectors of the economy.

Ladies and gentlemen,

| can assure you that the Sudanese Government and people are committed to demonstrating po-
litical will in order to realize all of our policies, and ask God to help us for the good of our countries
and our region all the international community.

Peace, mercy and blessings of God.



