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Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a pleasure to start my intervention by acknowledging and appreciating the role that
the Food and Agriculture Organization, headed by the Director-General, is playing
towards his global vision of a hunger free world, in which agriculture and food contribute
to improving the wellbeing of all. I would like to thank the partners and those who are
providing the various resources in support of the agricultural sector in Palestine.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The importance of agriculture as the way to eradicate hunger and malnutrition and reduce
poverty continues to increase, especially in light of the global challenges posed by the
political, economic and financial crises, and its negative effects as climate change and its
current and future consequences. In addition to the global challenges that affect the
Palestinian agriculture, the Israeli occupation with expanding sentinel activities and
arbitrary measures represents the most important challenges and obstacles facing the
agriculture and food security in Palestine.

As you know, more than 62 percent of the West Bank Territory, which is area C, and
more than 85 percent of the water resources are still under the full control of the Israeli
occupation, which prevents the Palestinians from exploiting these resources. Moreover,
the establishment of the separation wall has destroyed at the soil 75,000 dunums per acres
of agricultural land and isolated more than 700,000 dunums of fish, 150,000 dunums of
agricultural fertile lands, in addition to the latest Israeli assault on Gaza Strip in
July/August 2014 and the ongoing siege on the Strip that has led to the destruction of
most aspects of economy and life in Gaza.



I would like to say that the World Bank Report in October 2013 referred to the fact that if
the Palestinians manage to exploite the so-called area C, this will lead to further income
for the Palestinians of USD 3.4 billion. Therefore, there is no need to receive assistance
from any part. The report of the World Bank said if the Palestinians have their rice and
water resources, the irrigation area will be six times and this of course will lead to more
jobs.

Ladies and Gentlemen

We have reviewed with great interest the revised version of FAO Medium-Term Plan
2018-2021, in particular the content related to the priority programme areas that the
Organization focus on in the period 2018-2019, which includes climate change,
sustainable production, technical cooperation, peacebuilding, and conflict analysis.

I would like to say that these key areas are priorities for the Palestinian State, in particular
and the Near East countries in general.

The excellent work FAO has been doing in Palestine over the past decade has proved to
be extremely instrumental in our efforts toward the sustainable development of the
agricultural sector and building the resilience and improving food security for the
Palestinian farmers, herders, fishers, as well as building the institutional capacities of the
Palestinian Government and non-governmental institutions as part of the state building
process.

Since we are an observer at FAO, we cannot have direct access to technical cooperation
projects. In this fact, we would be grateful if FAO could provide seed funds, special seed
resources to enable technical support to Palestine, especially in the areas of recycled
water use in agriculture, solar energy in agriculture, and nutrition sensitive agriculture.
On the other hand, we highly appreciate being able to participate in the global and
regional meetings.

Despite the limitations and challenges, the Palestinian agriculture has witnessed
remarkable development in terms of productivity, competitiveness and sustainability
while the role of the State remains concentrated on providing the appropriate
environment to bring about growth and attract investment.

We will continue of course to implement the plans; we are trying to plant more than one
million trees. Therefore, we are focusing on water harvest and using non-traditional
sources of water in agriculture. In addition to that, we have established a special fund for



agriculture and have established the Palestinian Institution for Support to Small Farmers
and Women to enable them to work in a proper manner.

The Palestinian Government is trying to achieve the Sustainable Objectives and
especially SDG 2, and based on that, the Ministry of Agriculture, with support from
FAO, has recently finalized the new agricultural sector strategy, resilience and
sustainable development 2017-2022. Based on that, FAO is currently engaged in the
formulation of its Country Programme Framework in Palestine for 2018-2022.

Thank you for your attention. Thank you for giving me the floor, Mr Chairperson.
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