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CONFERENCE 

Thirty-sixth Session 

Rome, 18-23 November 2009 

APPOINTMENT OF THE INDEPENDENT CHAIRPERSON 
OF THE COUNCIL  

 

1. At its Hundred and Thirty-sixth Session, the Council decided that, in accordance with 
Rule XXIII-1(b) of the General Rules of the Organization, nominations for the office of 
Independent Chairperson of the Council should be communicated to the Secretary-General of the 
Conference and Council by 12.00 hours on Monday 7 September 2009. 

2. By the date prescribed, the Secretary-General of the Conference and Council received 
three nominations, namely from France, Gambia and the United Kingdom. It should be noted that 
two of the three nominations submitted by the Government of Gambia under cover of a Note 
Verbale from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Cooperation and Gambians Abroad of 
12 August 2009 were later withdrawn in Notes Verbales received on 11 September. 

3. Copies of the Curricula Vitae of the nominees, the transmittal communications and the 
above mentioned Notes Verbales from Gambia are given in appendix as follows: 
 
 

Appendix A: Mr Luc Guyau (France) 

Appendix B: Ms Fatou Ndeye Gaye (Gambia) 

Appendix C: Mr Victor Charles Heard (United Kingdom) 



C 2009/9 2 

 
 



C 2009/9 

 

3

 
Appendix A 

 

Permanent Representation of France to the 

United Nations Agencies for 

Food and Agriculture in Rome (FAO, WFP, IFAD) 

Rome, 7 August 2009 

No 198 

 

 

 

 The Permanent Representation of France to the United Nations Agencies for Food and 

Agriculture in Rome (FAO, WFP, IFAD) presents its compliments to the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and has the honour to transmit a letter from 

H.E.  Bernard KOUCHNER, French Minister for Foreign and European Affairs, to Mrs Lorraine 

WILLIAMS, Secretary-General of the Conference of FAO, concerning the nomination of Mr Luc 

GUYAU for the post of Independent Chairperson of the Council of FAO. This nomination is 

formally made in accordance with Rules XII.5 and XXIII.1.b of the General Rules of the Food 

and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). 

 

 The Permanent Representation of France to the United Nations Agencies for Food and 

Agriculture in Rome (FAO, WFP, IFAD) avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) the assurance of its highest consideration. 

 

 

      (Stamp of the Representation) 

 

Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO) 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome 
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN     FRENCH REPUBLIC 

AND EUROPEAN AFFAIRS     PARIS  

 

The Minister       29 July 2009  004298CM 

 

 

 Madam Secretary-General, 

 

 I have the honour to inform you of the decision of the Government of the French 
Republic to submit the candidature of Mr Luc GUYAU for the position of Independent 
Chairperson of the Council of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO), which becomes vacant in November 2009. 

 

 Mr Luc GUYAU, whose curriculum vitae is attached, has extensive experience in leading 
high-level governing bodies, in facilitating dialogue between groups and in building consensus. 
He has a deep understanding of the field and the difficulties and challenges of agriculture, food 
supply and food security in the developed and the developing countries, particularly in Africa. 

 

 Mr Luc GUYAU holds important national positions, both within public authorities and 
agricultural organizations. From 1986 to 2001, Mr Luc GUYAU was Secretary-General then 
President of the National Federation of Farmers’ Unions  (FNSEA), the principal agricultural 
body of the French rural world. He is Vice-President of the Economic, Social and Environmental 
Council, member of its Agriculture Group and president of the Permanent Assembly of Chambers 
of Agriculture which groups 50 000 agricultural producer associations. This assembly was a 
founding member of the “French Agriculture and International Development” a structure that was 
established to assist the rural populations of the Sahel during the great drought of the 1970s. 

 

 Mr GUYAU’s functions have strengthened his international experience. He is the 
delegate to the FAO Committee on World Food Security, whose proceedings he follows. He 
represents French organizations on the Executive Committee of the International Federation of 
Agricultural Producers (IFAP) and  the Committee of Agricultural Organizations of the European 
Union (COPA). Finally, he is Vice-President of the Permanent Conference of African and French-
Speaking Consular Chambers. 

 

 

 

          .../ ... 

Mrs Lorraine Williams 
Secretary-General of the Conference of FAO 
Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations 
Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 
00153 ROME 
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 Most of Mr Luc GUYAU’s functions are elective. The fact that he has been elected and 
then regularly re-elected is added confirmation of his ability to understand, respect and 
communicate with his constituents.  Mr GUYAU is an independent man whose unusual 
trajectory, from field to the highest of positions, is assurance of his open-mindedness and strength 
of purpose. 

 

 In 2006 Mr Luc GUYAU founded the “Terra” literary prize, now known as 
“TerrEthique”, which is aimed at encouraging works on agriculture, food supply and natural 
resource management for the general public. He is also a founding member of the “Alliés” 
association which was created to help combat hunger and poverty. 

 

  Mr Luc GUYAU is keen to pursue his staunch commitment to the advancement of 
agriculture, food security and food supply by placing all his expertise and energy at the service of 
FAO and its Members, as Independent Chairperson of the Council. He has the time required to 
dedicate himself fully and resolutely to the task. 

 

 Please accept, Madam Secretary-General, the assurance of my highest consideration 

 (Signed) 

 Bernard KOUCHNER 
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CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

Luc Guyau 
President of the Chambers of Agriculture 

 
 
Luc GUYAU was born on 21 June 1948 in Thorigny (Vendée). He has been a farmer in this 
municipality since 1970, collectively working 160 hectares of land with his brother and a nephew. 
Production is mainly dairy. He is married and has three children. 

 

 

Present functions  

 
− President of the Permanent Assembly of Chambers of Agriculture (APCA) (since 

2001), President of the Chamber of Agriculture of Vendée (since 1995) and, in this 
capacity, Vice-President of the Chamber of Agriculture of the Territories of the Loire 
 

− Vice-President of the Economic, Social and Environmental Council (CESE) 
(since 2001) 

 
• Member of the Agriculture Group and the General Economic Issues and Current 

Situation Branch since 1992, presenting two reports: 
• The economic and social situation in 2005 
• The primary commodities market: recent price trends and consequences for the 

economic and social situation (2008) 
 

• President of the Committee on the Global Food Challenge  
• Production of a widely circulated brochure for World Food Day 

(16 October 2007). 
• Organizer, with the European Economic and Social Committee, of an 

international conference on this topic under the French Presidency of the 
European Union, on 13 November 2008.  

 
• Delegate of the Economic, Social and Environmental Council at the  Interministerial 

Council for Agriculture and Food. In this capacity and in that of representative of 
AICESIS (International Association of Economic and Social Councils and Similar 
Institutions), delegate to the FAO Committee on  World Food Security.  
 

− Representative of French organizations on the Executive Committee of IFAP 
(International Federation of Agricultural producers) since 1997 and on COPA 
(Committee of Agricultural Organizations in the European Union) since 1986.  
 

− Vice-President of the Permanent Conference of African and French-Speaking  
Consular Chambers (CPCCAF), representing the French Chambers of Agriculture. 
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Previous functions 

 
− President of COPA from 1997 to 1999. 
− President of the National Federation of Agricultural Producers (FNSEA) from 1992 to 

2001. 
− Member of the European Economic and Social Committee from 1990 to 1992. 
− President of the National Centre of Young Farmers (CNJA) from 1982 to 1984. 
− Member of the European Council of Young Farmers (CEJA) from 1978 to 1984. 

 

Commitments 
 

− President-Cofounder in 2006 of the literary prize Terra, now “TerrEthique”, to 
promote works on agriculture, food supply and natural resource management for the 
general public. 

− Founding member in 2004 of the ‘Alliés’ association (Member of the International 
Alliance Against Hunger), a network of institutional and private emtities supported by 
FAO, established to help fight hunger and poverty in France and the world.  

 

Awards 

 
− Commander of the Order of Agricultural Merit 
− Officer of the Legion of Honour 
− Knight of the National Order of Merit 
− Bundesverdienstkreuz 1. Klasse 

 

Publications 
 

 
− La Terre, les paysans et notre alimentation, le Cherche Midi, 1998   
− Le Défi paysan, Le Cherche Midi, 2000 
− A quoi sert une Chambre d’agriculture?, Editions de l’Archipel, 2004 
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