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                           DOSSIER FOR APPLICATION 
 
INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY (EAC) 
REQUESTING “OBSEVER STATUS” 

 
(a) Official Name:   East African Community (EAC) 
 

(b) Full Postal Address:  P.O box 1096, Arusha, Tanzania. 
Tel: +255 27 25404253/8 

Fax: +255 27 2504255 – 2504481 
Location: EAC Headquarters Building 
Arusha 

                                     Web: http://www.eac.int 
 
(c) Mandate of the organization and methods of operations (Enclose 

charter, constitution, by-laws, rules of procedures etc.); Date of 
Establishment 

  
Mandate 
Mandate of EAC is provided for in the Treaty Establishing the 

EAC(attached Copy), The Standardization operations are provided in the 
EAC regional law “The Standardization , Quality Assurance, Metrology 

and Testing (SQMT) Act, 2006” ( copy  attached). Members States are 
obliged to align and approximate their National laws on SQMT matters to 
this Regional Law mentioned above. Regional Regulations to 

operationalize the SQMT Act, 2006 are being developed. 
 
Date of Establishment:  

The Treaty for Establishment of the East African Community was signed 
on 30th November 1999 and entered in force on 7th July 2000. 

 
 
(d) Member organizations (Name and address of the main contact 

points) 
 

The EAC comprises on the following Countries: 
1) The Republic of Kenya 
2) The Republic of Burundi 

3) The Republic of Uganda 
4) The Republic of Rwanda 
5) The United Republic of Tanzania 

 
 

 

http://www.eac.int/


The National Standardization Bodies which act as Contact Points for 
Codex are as follows: 

1) Kenya Bureau of Standards 
P.O Box 54974 - 00200, Nairobi, Kenya  

Popo Road, Off Mombasa Road 
Tel: (+254 20), 6005634  
Fax: (+254 20) 6004031  

Email: info@kebs.org 
Web: www.kebs.org  
 

2) Burundi Bureau of Standards (BBN) 
Boulevard de la Tanzanie No 500 -B.P 3535 

Bujumbura, Burundi  
Tel: +257-22221577 / 22221815 
E-mail: info@bbn.bi  

3) Web: www.bbn.biUganda National Bureau of Standards 
 P.O. Box 6329, Kampala, Uganda 

 Plot M217, Nakawa Industrial Area 
 Tel: +256 414 286123 
 Fax: +256 414 286123 

 Email: info@unbs.go.ug 
 Web: www.unbs.go.ug  
 

4) Rwanda Standards Board 
  PO Box: 7099 Kigali-KicuKiro 

Tel: +250 252-582945 
Fax +250 252-583305 
Email: info@rsb.gov.rw 

Web: www.rsb.gov.rw 
 

5) Tanzania Bureau of Standards 

P O Box 9524, Dar es Salaam, TANZANIA  
Ubungo Area, Morogoro Road / Sam Nujoma Road 

Tel: +255 22 245 0298 | +255 22 245 0206 | +255 22 245 0949 
Fax: +255 22 245 0959 
E-mail: info@tbs.go.tz 

Web: www.tbs.go.tz  
 

 
(e) Structure (assembly or conference; council or other form of 
governing body; type of general secretariat; sub-commissions on 

special topics etc.)   
 

(f) Meetings (Indicate frequency and average attendance; send report 

of previous meeting, including any resolutions passed) that are 

mailto:%20info@kebs.org
http://www.kebs.org/
mailto:info@bbn.bi
mailto:info@unbs.go.ug
http://www.unbs.go.ug/
mailto:info@rsb.go
mailto:info@tbs.go.tz
http://www.tbs.go.tz/


concerned with matters covering all or part of the Commissions 
field of activity 

In the 13th Meeting of East African Standards Committee (a regional 
organization on standards)  held on 7th to 8th May 2008 in Arusha, 

Tanzania, it was resolved that a Regional Codex Forum be formed to 
address the issues concerning the Food safety in the region.  

The 14th meeting of the East African Standards committee (EASC) re-

echoed its desire to establish an EAC regional codex forum to coordinate 
the activities related to Codex Alimentarius Commission’s (CAC) 
decisions in the region. 

During the Extra Ordinary meeting of the EASC held 22nd – 23rd March 
2012, the EASC agreed to establish the EAC Codex Forum as a Sub-

Committee of the EASC. 

The 17th Meeting of the East African Standards Committee held 25th – 
26th July 2013 in Arusha approved the EAC Codex Forum procedures, 

Terms of Reference and officially launched the Forum as a sub-
committee of the EASC. 

 
Source of Funding of East African Community: 5 Partner States 
have a contribution of $6.7 Million Dollars annually each Partner 

State. In addition Development Partners like EU, DFDI to mention a 
few contribute a big chunk of money to the tune of over 50% 
funding the budget including projects. 

   
(g) Relations with other international organizations (FAO, WHO, 

other UN organizations or other) (Indicate name of organization and 
type of relation)   
 

a) In the area of Standardization EAC has signed MoU with 
African Regional Standardization Organization (ARSO).  

b) Under Tripartite arrangement EAC has developed a 

cooperation arrangement with Common Market for East and 
Southern Africa (COMESA) and Southern Africa 

Development Cooperation (SADC).  
c) FAO supported EAC in development of Terms of Reference, 

Rules of procedure and Work programme for the EAC Codex 

Forum.  
d) Codex Trust Fund supported convening of a Codex expert 

meeting from 26-27th September 2011 in Nairobi Kenya to 
deliberate on best way forward to strengthen participation of 
EAC member countries in Codex work. 

e) EAC is an observer in ISO since 2013 
f) EAC Partner States are also members of OIE, IPPC, WTO, 

Codex Alimentarius Commission. 



 
(h) Expected contribution to the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards 

Programme 
1) Attendance of Codex Commission meetings  to advance the 

policies of EAC in regard to  food safety standards in regard to 
international food trade and safety  

2) To  contribute  towards advancement of adoption of Codex 

standards in the Region 
3) To coordinate Member States to participate and attend relevant 

Codex Committee meetings including expert working groups. 

4) To report to the Commission on the Status of Adoption of Codex 
Standards as regional Food Standards. 

5) To monitor and report risk assessment programmes to the 
Commission. 

6) To identify regional experts to participate in research and 

meetings of specific expert groups of Codex   
 

(i) Past Activities on behalf of, or in relation to, the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission and the Joint FAO/WHO Food 
Standards Programme  

Currently work been done through participation  of the EAC 
Partner States 

 

(j) Area of Activity in Which Participation as an Observer is 
requested  

1) Meetings of Codex Alimentaruis Commission (CAC) 
2) Meetings of the FAO/WHO Coordinating Committee for 

Africa (CCAFRICA) 

3) Activities of the Codex Committees 
 

(k) Language of correspondence: English 

 
(l) Name and, Function, and address of the person providing the 

information: 
   
 

Mr. Willy Musinguzi 
Principal Standards Officer 

East African Community Secretariat 
P.O Box 1096 
Arusha, Tanzania 

Fax: 255-27-2504253/8 
Official Tel: 255-27-250255 
Personal Mobile Tel: 255 782531697 

E-mail Official: wmusinguzi@eachq.org 
Emai Personal: musinguziwilly@yahoo.co.uk 

mailto:musinguzi@eachq.org


 
(m)      Signature and date 

 
 

    
                              



EAC Standards organogram

 

Brief Description of Standardization EAC Structures 

Council of Ministers is a Top  Policy organ of East African Community (EAC)  and reports to the  

Summit of Head of States of 5 Partner States. The Council approves and declares East African 

Standards for uniform adoption in Member states in accordance with East African Community, 

Standardization, Quality Assurance, Metrology and Testing (SQMT), Act, 2006 (also attached). The 

Council comprises the Ministers responsible for Foreign Affairs of Partner States. 

It is assisted by Sectoral Council of Ministers responsible for Trade, Industry, Finance and Investment 

in matters concerning standards and Trade 

EASC= East African Standards Committee is a Sectoral committee responsible for elaboration and 

approving of EAC standards. Its functions are elaborated in the attached EAC SQMT Act, 2006. It 

guides the Council of Ministers on policy matters concerning standards programmes implemented in 

the region. 

SMC = A technical Sub Committee for development of EAC standards appointed by EASC to 

elaborate on standards based on international best practices The sub- committee draws up a 

standardization programmes for the approval by EASC. 

TCs = Sector Technical   Committees responsible elaboration of specific sector standards and reports 

to SMC. They are 80 Sector TCs now functioning. 

Sector Sub Committees and Working groups are mainly adhoc experts groups to assist the TCs as 

subject matter specialists 

  


