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Setting the scene: facts and figures
The

EU
is
the

w
orld’s

largest
m
arket

for
fisheries

products,absorbing
>20

%
oftotalglobalim

portsin
2020,and

isdependenton
im

portsfor
over65

%
ofitsconsum

ption
ofsuch

products

EU Im
port

7,68 m
ln 

tonnes

EU 
Production

3,70 m
ln 

tonnes

EU M
arket 

supply
11,38 m

ln 
tonnes

Top five species
consum

ed  in  the  EU:

Ø
tuna

Ø
cod

Ø
salm

on
Ø

Alaska
pollock

Ø
shrim

ps

Source: The EU Fish M
arket , 2018 edition, EUM

OFA

4%
 

w
orld 

catch

EU Export

1.97 m
ln 

tonnes



IU
U

 consequences
Environm

ental
Ø

Dam
agesto

m
arine

biodiversity,protected
speciesand

habitats
Ø

Underm
ineseffortsforbettergovernance

and
sustainable

fisheries
Ø

Jeopardizeseffortsto
rebuild

fish
stocks

Ø
Distortsthe

scientificassessm
entofthe

stocks
Econom

ic
Ø

Lossofm
arketshares–

unfaircom
petition

Ø
Decrease

ofm
arketpricesdue

to
the

sale
ofcheap

IUU
products

Ø
Financiallossforpublicauthoritiesvia

licensesand
taxes

Ø
Harm

sthe
im

age
ofthe

fishing
industry

–
need

forprivate
certification

SocialØ
Job

lossesforlegalfisherm
en

facing
com

petition
from

IUU
operators

Ø
IUU

inextricably
associated

w
ith

very
poorlevelofsocialstandards

Ø
Developing

countries
particularly

vulnerable
to

IUU
fishing,w

ith
lim

ited
capacity

forcontroland
surveillance

oftheirw
aters

Ø
Threatensthe

livelihoodsofsm
all-scale

fishers:food
security

and
poverty

alleviation



H
ow

 to tackle IU
U

 fishing

•
Tracking devices

•
Surveillance, 
m

onitoring and 
inspection

•Prior notification
•Designated ports
•Docum

entation requirem
ents

•Restrictions on port entry, 
transhipm

ents or 
supply/services

•Port inspections

•
Trade and catch 
certification 
schem

es
•

Trade sanctions

•
Authorisation System

•
Ship registration

•
Tracking devices

Flag 
States

M
arket 

States

Coastal 
State

Port 
State



H
ow

 to tackle IU
U

 fishing

Control and 
enforcem

ent

Integrative 
approach

International 
joint action



N
ecessary first step against IU

U
 fishing

Ø
Adoption 2009

Ø
Entry into force 2016

Ø
Port State control

Ø
Legally binding

Ø
70 ratifications



EU
 response to IU

U
 fishing

IUU
Regulation

1005/2008
Ø

Entered
into

force
in

January
2010

Ø
Com

plem
ented

by:
ü

“ControlRegulation”(2009)(underrevision)
ü

“Regulation
on

the
sustainable

m
anagem

ent
of

externalfishing
fleets”(2017)

Ø
M

ain
objective:prevent,deter,and

elim
inate

the
trade

ofIUU
caught

productsinto
the

EU



EU
 response to IU

U
 fishing

IUU 
Regulation
1005/2008 

Port access 
conditions 

&
Inspections

Com
m

unity 
Alert 

System

Com
m

unity 
IUU vessel 

and country 
lists

Non-
cooperating

Third 
Countries

Catch 
Certificate 

Schem
e

Sanctions &
Infringem

ents



Im
pact A

ssessm
ent of EU

 IU
U

 R
eg.

Governm
ents

•Allocate adequate 
hum

an resources 
(Inspection Border 
Posts, departm

ent 
cooperation, training)

•Com
pliance costs for 

third countries 

•Technical and financial 
assistance to 
developing countries

Fishing Fleet

•Loss of fishing grounds 
(carding system

)

•Certification of origin 
from

 the EU
 flag State 

(landings&
processing

in third countries)

•Higher level of 
bureaucracy

•Face higher penalties 
&

 legal consequences

•M
ay lead to long 

distance fleet 
reflagging

•Loss of access to 
subsidies

Processors&
Retailers

•Short term
 reduction 

of products placed on 
the m

arket

•Forced to concentrate 
supplies on secure, 
certified-sources of 
supply

•Cost increases due to 
certification 
requirem

ents &
 

security of supply

•Short term
 first sale 

price increases for fish

•Strong internal 
dem

and enables to 
pass, at least, part of 
the cost increases 
further dow

n the 
distribution chain 

Private Labels

•N
ot affected since 

catch certification 
schem

e addressed to 
operators not 
consum

ers

•IU
U

 Reg. certifies 
legality not 
sustainability

•The existence of a 
certification schem

e 
guaranteed by public 
authorities w

ould 
rem

ove the 
uncertainty pertaining 
to the legality of the 
products



A
cceptance of IU

U
 R

egulation

CONS
PROS

Sanction vessels and 
States engaged in or 

supporting IUU 

Rem
edy m

arket 
vulnerability to IUU 

products

Alleviate pressure 
on fishing resources

Adm
inistrative costs

Bureaucracy

Com
pliance

costs
are

outw
eighed

in
the

long
run

by
the

advantages
resulting

from
im

plem
entation

of
the

IUU
Regulation,w

hich
w

ould
ensure:

•Reduction of IUU fishing 
across the globe 

•Elim
ination of com

petitors 
using illegal and unfair 
practices 

•Attractiveness of the sector 
for new

 generations of 
w

orkers 



IU
U

 &
 W

TO
 fish subsidies

ü
No

M
em

bershallgrantorm
aintain

any
subsidy

to
a
vessel

oroperatorengaged
in

IUU
fishing

§
EU

funding
already

conditionalupon
com

pliance
w
ith

strong
IUU

policy.No
seriousinfringem

ents:
•
1
yearpriorto

the
date

application
•
5
yearsafterthe

finalpaym
entto

the
beneficiary

•
Tem

porary
or

perm
anentban

on
access

to
public

assistance
or

subsidiesiffound
guilty

§
Affirm

ative
determ

ination
–
finaldecision

(Flag,coastalor
RFM

O
authorities)

§
Balance

betw
een

Flag
&
Coastalstatesin

the
determ

ination
process



IU
U

 &
 W

TO
 fish subsidies

§
Extension

of
the

prohibitions
to

the
entire

ocean
w
ithout

excluding
specificgeographicareas(e.g.territorialsea)

§
Geographicallim

itations
(DC

&
LDC)

could
present

obstacles
for

the
conservation

and
sustainable

use
of

straddling
and

m
igratory

fish
stocks

§
Transition

period
to

LDC
to

have
law

s,
regulations

and/or
adm

inistrative
proceduresin

place
(including

PSM
A)

→
Internationallevelplaying

field:
allW

TO
m
em

bers
m
ust

follow
and

respectthe
W
TO

disciplineson
IUU

fisheriessubsidies!



N
ext Steps

§
Prom

ote
ratification/im

plem
entation

of
UN

fisheries
conventions

(PSM
A,C188,STCW

-F,CTA,W
TO

disciplineson
fish

subsidies)

§
M

ake
use

ofEU
fisheries

&
trade

agreem
ents

to
encourage/assist

third
countriesto

actively
tackle

IUU
fishing

-Capacity
Building

§
M

irror
and

prom
ote

EU
IU

U
Regulation

standards
w

hich
rem

ain
the

m
ostadvanced

and
strong

anti-IUU
law

globally

§
Catch

certification
Schem

es
-fulldigitalisation

and
interoperability

of
the

IT
system

sbetw
een

M
em

berStatesand
third

countries

§
Prom

ote
accurate

recording,
docum

entation
and

reporting
of

total
catches

§
Com

bined
use

ofelectronic
system

s(AIS,VM
S,ERS…

)



N
ext Steps

§
Prom

ote
m

andatory
use

ofIM
O

N
um

beras
VesselIdentification

System
helping

the
GlobalRecord

ofFishing
Vessels

§
Supportthe

establishm
entofan

internationalregisteroffishing
vessels

§
Publish

listsoffishing
licencesand

authorisations(externalfleet)

§
Ban

/strongly
restricttranshipm

entsin
the

high
seas

§
Inter-institutionalcooperation

(FAO
/ILO

/IM
O

IU
U

W
G

)+
W

TO

§
Inter-governm

ental
coordination

of
IU

U
controls

across
countries

to
avoid

shiftsin
portaccess/trade

flow
s



T
hank you

Q
UESTIONS?


