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Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) Fishing

Found in all types of 
fisheries and occurs 

in all waters

Poses a serious threat to marine 
ecosystems and undermines efforts 
to manage fisheries sustainably and 

conserve marine biodiversity

Threatens the livelihoods of 
fishers and other stakeholders, 
and exacerbates malnutrition, 

poverty and food insecurity

Takes advantage of corrupt 
administrations and exploits 
weak management regimes

Motivated by economic 
gain and may be associated 
with organized crime and 

linked to indecent working 
conditions and forms of 

slavery
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Target 14.4. By 2020, effectively regulate harvesting, and end overfishing, illegal, unreported and 
unregulated (IUU) fishing and destructive fishing practices (…) to restore fish stocks (…) to levels that 
can produce maximum sustainable yield (…)

Target 14.6. By 2020, prohibit certain forms of fisheries subsidies which contribute to overcapacity and 
overfishing, eliminate subsidies that contribute to illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing (…)

Regional Fisheries Bodies



SDG Indicator 14.6.1: Status
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Small island developing States

Least developed countries

Sub-Saharan Africa

Oceania (excluding Australia and New Zealand)

Central and Southern Asia

Eastern and South-Eastern Asia

Latin America and the Caribbean

Northern Africa and Western Asia

Europe and Northern America

Australia and New Zealand*

World

Av. level on implementation: 1 lowest - 5 highest

Progress in degree of implementation of instruments to combat IUU instruments 2018 - 2022

2018 2020 2022



Parties to the PSMA: 70  (including the EU)
Non-Party Signatories to the PSMA:  3

Disclaimer: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of FAO concerning the legal status of 
any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. Dashed lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there 
may not yet be full agreement

Status of the Agreement on Port State Measures (PSMA)



PSMA in summary

Detection and Investigation

Action and Prosecution

Reporting and notification

The 
Global 

Record of 
Fishing 
Vessels

Catch 
Documentation 

Schemes

MCS

GIES



The PSMA Global Information Exchange System
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Regional 
Fisheries 

Management 
Organizations

Regional 
Fisheries 
Advisory 
Bodies

FAO discharges Secretariat functions for:

• 4 RFMOs
• 7 RFABs
• Regional Fisheries Bodies Secretariats’ Network

Regional Fishery Bodies



*As at 15.10.2020
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Record of authorised vessels

IMO number requirements

Measures against IUU vessels and nationals

Maintenance of the IUU vessels list

Cooperation with other RFMOs/organizations

Standardized vessel tracking technologies

Jurisdiction and control over vessels by member flag States

Measures against vessels  without nationality

Inspection schemes requirements

Port State measures  and information exchange

Transshipment regulations

Regional observer schemes

Requirements of developing States

Trade related measures

Catch documentation schemes

% RFMOs that adopted the CMM (global:  based on 14 RFMOs) 

RFMO Conservation and Management Measures (IUU fishing)



FAO Capacity Development for Combatting IUU fishing

Policy and 
legislation

MCS and 
Operational 
procedures

Institutional 
set-up and 

capacity

Training



Countries supported by FAO’s Capacity Development Programme

Support to 55 countries (2017- May 2022)*

*As at 30.04.2022

• Support to 
implement the 
PSMA and flag, 
coastal and market 
State responsibilities

• 18 projects : 27 
million USD funded 
by the EU, Germany, 
Iceland, Norway, 
Rep. Korea, Spain, 
Sweden and USA



FAO Websites on combatting IUU Fishing

IUU Fishing PSMA Global Record


