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iv 

SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

For the attention of Governments and FAO 

 

The Commission recommended: 

 giving increased attention to forest landscape restoration, including natural regeneration of 

forests, and developing natural regeneration strategies to complement intensive planted forest 

programmes; 

 that member countries request support from FAO, as a GEF agency, to support the 

formulation and implementation of new forestry-related GEF projects and programmes, 

particularly under the upcoming sixth replenishment period of the Facility;  

 that member countries explore opportunities to interface activities on building community 

resilience with the International Year of Family Farming (2014); 

 that member countries participate actively in the 2015 Global Forest Resources Assessment 

and submit their reports in a timely manner;  

 that member countries report on progress in developing new wood-processing capacity at 

subsequent APFC sessions; 

 seizing the opportunity for promoting the importance of the forestry sector that is presented by 

growing recognition of the links between forests and climate change; 

 working to increase disaster preparedness and build greater understanding of the roles of trees 

and forests in mitigating natural disasters and supporting post-disaster recovery; 

 providing technical support to build capacities in member countries to address climate change 

adaptation at policy levels and to strengthen resilience and implementation of climate change 

adaptation measures at community levels; 

 the development of a stand-alone sustainable development goal on forests and emphasized the 

need to raise the profile of forests in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and that 

member countries actively engage in the discussions on a forest-related SDG through the 

Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals established through the Rio+20 

process; 

 that forestry interests be strongly represented in national delegations and/or in national 

processes to develop priorities for presentation to the FAO Regional Conference for Asia and 

the Pacific. 

 

For the attention of FAO 

 

The Commission recommended: 

 assisting countries in understanding and accessing sources of forest financing and in preparing 

high-quality proposals for seeking financing; 

 collaborating with partner organizations, the private sector and other FLEGT support 

programmes to raise awareness on evolving international demand-side legality requirements, 

through regional information or training workshops and other mechanisms, giving particular 

attention to supporting the needs of small-scale producers and increased engagement with the 

private sector;  

 exploring the potential for establishing a regional mechanism for sharing information related 

to trade in illegally logged timber in collaboration with other partners and member countries; 
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 building awareness of the Voluntary Guidelines on Responsible Governance of Tenure of 

Land, Fisheries and Forests, through regional and national workshops and training-of-trainers, 

and facilitating the sharing of experiences and approaches in implementing the Guidelines; 

 conducting additional analysis on the impacts of drivers of change on forests;  

 building resilience in forests, landscapes and forest-dependent communities to natural 

disasters, including developing a regional action plan in relation to forests and natural 

disasters;  

 producing a knowledge product on forests and droughts in Asia and the Pacific; 

 providing technical support for strengthening national capacities for forest monitoring and 

assessment, and efforts to harmonize data collection and reporting; 

 continuing to give high priority to promoting forest landscape restoration and forest 

rehabilitation, including giving attention to watershed management and soil and water 

conservation; 

 developing a regional action plan on gender mainstreaming into forest policies in 

collaboration with partner organizations;  

 assisting countries in understanding and responding to international agreements, participating 

in dialogues and formulating proposals for donor support; 

 exploring mechanisms to support special diagnostic missions to interested countries with a 

view toward fostering an enabling environment for rational and competitive wood processing; 

 working closely with partner organizations within the framework of the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change to support REDD+ initiatives; 

 supporting regional sharing of information, forest data and experiences related to the roles of 

forests in climate change adaptation, in collaboration with other international and regional 

partners and established mechanisms; 

 strengthening FAO’s role in the global forest architecture, especially the Collaborative 

Partnership on Forests, taking into account the review of the international arrangement on 

forests to be conducted for the eleventh session of the United Nations Forum on Forests in 

2015; 

 supporting the process of consideration and development of a sustainable development goal 

(SDG) on forests and particularly the development of relevant targets and indicators;  

 providing training on the use of the sustainable forest management (SFM) Toolbox when 

completed;  

 continuing work with other organizations to harmonize definitions and streamline forest-

related reporting, building on the work of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests Task Force 

on Streamlining Forest-related Reporting and on the Collaborative Forest Resources 

Questionnaire; 

 strengthening international cooperation on fire-related activities and supporting regional 

networks and initiatives; 

 developing methodologies, standard definitions and terminology to support the collection, 

analysis and reporting of data on the contributions of trees and forests to food security and 

nutrition, and to provide guidance and assistance to member countries in implementing such 

activities;  

 exploring the potential for incorporating a high-level ministerial component as part of the XIV 

World Forestry Congress. 
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1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1. At the invitation of the Government of New Zealand, the Twenty-fifth session of the Asia-Pacific 

Forestry Commission (APFC) was held in Rotorua, New Zealand, from 5 to 8 November 2013. 

Delegates from 28 member countries and 2 United Nations organizations participated in the session, 

along with observers and representatives from 17 regional and international inter-governmental and 

non-governmental organizations.  A list of participants is given in Appendix B. 

 

Opening ceremony 

 

2. Delegates were welcomed by a traditional maori powhiri conducted by the local Te Arawa iwi. 

  

3. The opening ceremony featured addresses by the Associate Minister for Primary Industries, 

Government of New Zealand, the FAO Assistant Director-General and Regional Representative for 

Asia and the Pacific, and the FAO Director of Forest Economics, Policy and Products. The FAO 

Senior Forestry Officer for Asia and the Pacific offered the vote of thanks. 

 

4. Mr Hiroyuki Konuma, the FAO Assistant Director-General and Regional Representative for Asia 

and the Pacific, welcomed participants on behalf of FAO. He thanked the Government of New 

Zealand and especially the Ministry for Primary Industries, for their outstanding preparatory work and 

arrangements. He stressed the importance of pursuing proactive, prosperity-enhancing approaches that 

do more than simply lift people out of poverty. He informed delegates that FAO has restructured its 

programmes under five new cross-cutting Strategic Objectives that will enhance its ability to address 

challenges in more effective, integrated and multi-disciplinary ways. 

 

5. Ms Eva Muller, FAO Director of Forest Economics, Policy and Products welcomed participants on 

behalf of the FAO Assistant Director General for Forestry. She noted the importance of the Regional 

Forestry Commissions as part of an inclusive, transparent priority setting approach for FAO’s forestry 

programme. She identified several crucial events for forests in the forthcoming biennium including the 

development of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals, the review of the international 

arrangement on forests and the 14
th
 World Forestry Congress. She highlighted the importance of 

people-centred, landscape-scaled approaches in forestry that recognize and maximize the contributions 

of forests and trees to food security, sustainable livelihoods and eradication of poverty. 

 

6. The Honorable Jo Goodhew, Associate Minister for Primary Industries, Government of New 

Zealand, welcomed the distinguished guests and delegates to Rotorua. She noted that the Seventh 

session of the Commission also convened in Rotorua in 1964. She highlighted the importance, to the 

New Zealand economy and for other countries in the region, of developing advanced wood processing 

capacity. The Minister emphasized her government’s commitment to sustainability, including the 

importance assigned to indigenous forests. She stressed the importance of combating illegal logging 

due to the harm it causes to the environment, local communities and the legitimate industry. 

 

7. Mr. Patrick Durst, FAO Senior Forestry Officer for Asia and the Pacific, offered a vote of thanks to 

the Associate Minister for Primary Industries and the Government of New Zealand for their kind offer 

to host the Twenty-fifth session of the Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission. Other partners, sponsoring 

organizations and contributors were also thanked. 

 

 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA (Item 1) 

 

8. Under the guidance of Mr. Su Chunyu (China), the outgoing Chairman of the Commission, the 

provisional agenda (FO:APFC/2013/1) was reviewed and adopted (see Appendix A).  Documents 

considered by the Commission are listed in Appendix C. 

 

 



RAP Publication: 2013/15           FO: APFC/2013/REP 

2 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS (Item 2) 

 

9. The Commission unanimously elected the following individuals to hold office until the 

commencement of the Twenty-sixth session: 

 

i. Chairperson:   Jarred Mair (New Zealand) 

ii. Vice-Chairpersons:  Taisuke Shimada (Japan) 

Harry Santoso (Indonesia) 

Kantharaj Jude Sekar (India) 

iii. Rapporteur:   Marcial Amaro Jr. (Philippines) 

 

Mr Patrick Durst (FAO) served as Secretary of the Commission. 

 

 

APFC SESSION THEME: “FORESTS FOR PROSPERITY” (Item 3) 

 

10. Mr Warren Parker, Chief Executive Officer of Scion Crown Research Institute provided a keynote 

address. On the basis of this address and Secretariat Note FO:APFC/2013/2, the Commission 

considered the session theme, “Forests for prosperity.”  

 

11. The Commission recognized that the Millennium Development Goals provide a framework for 

enhanced global prosperity and poverty alleviation. Delegates highlighted a need for sustained growth 

with equity, recognizing a need to avoid depletion of natural resources. Several countries highlighted a 

need to accelerate towards green economy principles. Education, capacity building and access to 

technology were identified as key components of development. 

 

12. Delegates identified several key impediments to enhanced prosperity through forestry including 

shortfalls in financing and investment for sustainable forest management, degraded forests and 

depleted biodiversity, illegal logging and its associated trade, and inadequate recognition and valuation 

of the full range of ecosystem services provided by forests. Several countries highlighted measures 

being implemented to address these impediments including identifying wildlife protection as a 

concrete goal, national conservation and greening programmes, timber legality requirements, and 

certification. 

 

 

FOREST FINANCING: INVESTING FOR PROSPERITY (Item 4) 

 

13. On the basis of Secretariat Note FO:APFC/2013/3, the Commission considered the current status 

and challenges related to forest financing. 

 

14. The Commission noted that forest financing is a major challenge with significant shortfalls in 

funding for sustainable forest management. Delegates recognized that broad options for forest 

financing include state budgets, private sector investment, financing from the international community 

and payments for ecosystem services. 

 

15. The Commission noted the importance of recognizing, and reflecting in market considerations, the 

multiple benefits provided by forests, including timber, non-wood forest products and ecosystem 

services, in order to strengthen the financial basis for sustainable forest management. Countries 

recognized a need for more effective data collection and monitoring of non-wood forest products and 

ecosystem services, and for international cooperation and knowledge sharing, to support emerging 

payment mechanisms. 
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16. Delegates recognized significant difficulties in valuing ecosystem services, and in implementing 

practical systems of payments for ecosystem services, as appropriate for respective member countries. 

The Commission highlighted a need for further work on methodological issues related to payments for 

ecosystem services, including development of valuation methods that recognize the full benefits and 

values of forests. 

 

17. The Commission emphasized that more needs to be done to draw attention to the multiple benefits 

of forests, including strengthening forestry communications efforts. Delegates noted a significant 

opportunity to mainstream forestry in national planning and policy-making, including allocation of 

national budget, in view of the values provided by forest ecosystems.  

 

18. The Commission recognized the complex array of existing forest financing  mechanisms, 

including funds provided by multilateral development banks. The importance of formulating high-

quality proposals in seeking financing support was underscored. The Commission urged FAO to assist 

countries in understanding and accessing sources of forest financing such as from multilateral 

development banks.  

 

 

FOREST LAW ENFORCEMENT, GOVERNANCE AND TRADE: EMERGING LEGALITY 

RESTRICTIONS AND RESPONSES (Item 5) 

 

19. The Commission considered developments in forest law enforcement, governance and trade 

(FLEGT), with particular emphasis on emerging legality restrictions and responses on the basis of 

Secretariat Note FO:APFC/2013/4. The Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of 

Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forestry were also considered, on the basis of Secretariat Note 

FO:APFC/2013/5, under this agenda item. 

 

20. Delegates noted that strong commitments to improving forest law enforcement and governance 

have been made by countries of the region over the past decade, building upon the Bali Declaration 

issued at the Forest Law Enforcement and Governance East Asia Ministerial Conference, which took 

place in 2001.  

 

21. The Commission welcomed the many tangible measures and support for addressing issues related 

to FLEGT that had evolved in recent years, including legality requirements in consumer countries, 

voluntary partnership agreements, timber legality verification systems, forest certification, codes of 

practice for forest harvesting, guidelines for forest enterprises and operators, timber tracking systems, 

chain-of-custody certification, and enhanced monitoring by civil society. 

 

22. The Commission requested FAO to continue efforts to raise awareness and increase understanding 

of evolving international demand-side legality requirements, through regional information or training 

workshops and other mechanisms, and further coordinate with other FLEGT support programmes. The 

Commission encouraged efforts to more actively engage the private sector in these activities. 

 

23. The Commission urged FAO to explore the potential for establishing a regional mechanism for 

sharing information related to trade in illegally logged timber in collaboration with other partners and 

member countries. 

 

24. The Commission requested FAO, in collaboration with other partner organizations, to address 

FLEGT capacity building needs through targeted support provided through the EU-FLEGT 

Programme. Noting particular challenges in meeting legality assurance requirements to small-scale 

timber producers, and to those sourcing raw materials from these smallholders, and/or from trees 

outside forests, home gardens and farm forests, the Commission urged FAO to give particular 

attention to supporting them.   

 



RAP Publication: 2013/15           FO: APFC/2013/REP 

4 

25. Delegates appreciated the development of the Voluntary Guidelines on Responsible Governance 

of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests and highlighted their usefulness in helping to inform tenure 

reform processes and providing a framework for further discussions on sensitive issues related to 

forest and land tenure. 

 

26. The Commission recommended that FAO build upon initial efforts in disseminating and building 

awareness of the Guidelines through regional and national workshops. It further recommended that 

FAO support training-of-trainers to extend awareness and build capacity among stakeholders at all 

levels for implementing the Guidelines. 

 

27. The Commission encouraged FAO to facilitate the sharing of experiences and approaches in 

implementing the Guidelines among member countries for mutual learning and more effective 

implementation. 

 

 

STATE OF FORESTRY IN THE ASIA-PACIFIC REGION (Item 6) 

 

28. On the basis of Secretariat Note FO:APFC/2013/6, the Commission considered the state of 

forestry in the region. Delegates provided informative summaries of recent developments and issues in 

their countries, underscoring various challenges and achievements. 

 

29. The Commission noted that several countries had formulated new strategies related to forestry, 

biodiversity, climate change, wood processing and marketing of forest products, and revitalization of 

the forest sector.  

 

30. Many countries reported significant progress in enhancing forest resources, including 

achievements in afforestation, reforestation and forest restoration, establishment and rehabilitation of 

coastal forests, fire management, and slowing the rate of deforestation where forest loss was still 

occurring.  

 

31. Continuing threats to forests from land concessions for agro-industrial development, mining, and 

hydro-electric and other infrastructure were noted. Delegates also underscored the escalating pressures 

on forests as a result of growing populations, expanding economic development and changing societal 

expectations. The Commission encouraged FAO to conduct additional analysis on the impacts of these 

drivers of change on forests.  

 

32. In line with the “Forests for prosperity” theme of the Commission session, several countries 

reported on recent initiatives to expand value-added wood processing, enhance wood recovery from 

forest resources, tap new market opportunities, develop payments for ecosystem services, and create 

more jobs in the forestry sector.   

 

33. The Commission welcomed the increased attention on forests as a result of growing recognition of 

the linkages between forests and climate change  and greater appreciation for the environmental, 

cultural and spiritual values of forests, and noted that this has helped attract more resources for forest 

management and protection in many countries. 

 

34. Delegates highlighted the growing importance given to adaptive and mitigative measures to 

respond to climate change and natural disasters. Significant progress was reported in strengthening 

capacities for measurement, reporting and verification, forest monitoring and assessment, and national 

forest inventories, often supported by REDD+ readiness programmes. Progress was also reported with 

respect to governance structures and participatory processes, and disaster risk assessment and 

preparedness. The Commission nonetheless noted many remaining challenges, including lack of 

technical capacity and high costs constraining REDD+ readiness activities, climate change adaptation, 

and resilience to natural disasters. 
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35. Delegates highlighted continuing emphasis on decentralization and devolution of forest 

management, community forestry, participatory approaches, and strengthening of forest tenure and 

access rights for local forest-dependent people. 

 

36. The Commission noted the efforts of many countries to address illegal logging and associated 

trade of forest products, comply with new demand-side legality requirements, review and revise codes 

of practice for forest harvesting, and improve forest management and productivity. 

 

37. Delegates noted the results of the pre-session workshop on forest landscape restoration and the 

success of some countries in employing low-cost natural regeneration approaches for restoring and 

rehabilitating forests. The Commission encouraged FAO to work with regional partners and member 

countries to give increased attention to forest landscape restoration, including natural regeneration of 

forests, and to develop natural regeneration strategies to complement intensive planted forest 

programmes.   

 

38. The Commission was reminded of the growing opportunities for utilizing Global Environment 

Facility (GEF) funds for forestry-related projects. Member countries were encouraged to request 

support from FAO, as a GEF agency, to support the formulation and implementation of new forestry-

related GEF projects and programmes, particularly under the upcoming sixth replenishment period of 

the Facility. 

 

 

IN-SESSION SEMINAR: BUILDING RESILIENCE IN FORESTS, LANDSCAPES AND 

COMMUNITIES (Item 7)  

 

39. A special in-session seminar highlighted the emerging issue of  building resilience in forests, 

landscapes and communities (ref. Secretariat Note FO:APFC/2013/7). 

 

40. The Commission noted a need to ensure resilience building activities in the full range of forest 

types including secondary forests, coastal forests and mangroves. The importance of restoring forests 

and maintaining natural forest dynamics, before severe depletion occurs, was also noted. 

 

41. The Commission recognized an urgent need to increase self reliance and resilience in many forest-

dependent communities. The importance of capturing cross sectoral synergies between forestry and 

agriculture in building community resilience was noted. Delegates highlighted the potential of the 

Forest and Farm Facility for building the capacity of countries in this regard. Delegates noted that 

globalization and new regional trade agreements may adversely affect some rural communities. 

Several countries recognized that new resilience paradigms need to incorporate the sustainability 

concepts often present in traditional knowledge and methods.  

 

42. The Commission requested FAO to facilitate the sharing of experiences on building resilience in 

forests, landscapes and forest-dependent communities. 

 

43. Delegates recognized the important roles of forests in building resilience and protecting against 

natural disasters. The Commission requested that FAO give increased attention to building resilience 

to natural disasters, including developing a regional action plan in relation to forests and natural 

disasters. 

 

44. Delegates recognized specific threats and uncertainties posed by climate change. Several countries 

observed the need to anticipate change and implement measures to adapt or mitigate as appropriate. 

Community-based adaptation to climate change and co-management were recognized as important 

measures to build community resilience. The Commission requested that FAO produce a knowledge 

product relating to forests and droughts in Asia and the Pacific. 
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45. Delegates noted the need for diverse approaches to building community resilience that recognize 

the widely differing situations that occur throughout the region. The Commission urged member 

countries to explore opportunities to interface these activities with the International Year of Family 

Farming (2014). 

 

 

PROGRESS IN IMPLEMENTING APFC- AND FAO-SUPPORTED ACTIVITIES IN THE 

REGION (Item 8) 

 

46. The Commission considered progress in implementing APFC- and FAO-supported activities in the 

region on the basis of Secretariat Note FO:APFC/2013/8.  

 

47. The Commission acknowledged the importance of the Global Forest Resources Assessment (FRA) 

programme. Delegates noted the importance of trees outside forests, including fruit trees, in many 

countries in the region. The use of remote sensing technology and associated capacity building and 

technology transfer under the FRA programme was welcomed. The Commission urged member 

countries to participate actively in the 2015 Global Forest Resources Assessment and to submit their 

reports in a timely manner. The Commission further requested FAO to provide technical support for 

strengthening national capacities for forest monitoring and assessment, and efforts to harmonize data 

collection and reporting. 

 

48. The Commission welcomed the establishment of the Asia-Pacific Forest Policy Think Tank 

(APFPTT) and the Asia-Pacific Forestry Communications Network (APFCN) as mechanisms for 

capacity building, awareness raising, and sharing information, expertise and knowledge. Delegates 

highlighted the roles of the two mechanisms in promoting grassroots success stories in Asia-Pacific 

forestry.  

 

49. The Commission noted the importance of research and education in developing a sound 

foundation for sustainable forest management. The various initiatives of international organizations 

working to promote education and research in the region were acknowledged, including FAO’s efforts 

to establish an Advisory Panel on Forest Knowledge. 

 

50. The Commission acknowledged FAO’s on-going efforts to promote forest landscape restoration 

and forest rehabilitation. The Commission requested FAO to continue to give this work high priority, 

including giving attention to watershed management and soil and water conservation. 

 

51. The Commission noted the particular vulnerabilities of Small Island Developing States (SIDS) to 

natural disasters. A need for individualized approaches to provision of support to SIDS was 

acknowledged. Several countries appreciated FAO assistance in utilization of senile coconut 

resources. Delegates highlighted a need for support to some countries to obtain access to appropriate 

forest tree seed supplies. 

 

52. The Commission noted the need for greater support to communities and grassroots stakeholders in 

countries. The Commission highlighted the benefits of translation of relevant publications into local 

languages. 

 

53. The Commission noted on-going work on mainstreaming gender into forest policies and requested 

FAO and partner organizations to develop a regional action plan on gender mainstreaming to progress 

this work. 

 

54. Several countries noted the complex array of international agreements, processes and financing 

mechanisms (including the Global Environment Facility) relating to forestry. The Commission 

requested that FAO continue to assist countries in understanding and responding to international 

agreements, participating in dialogues, and formulating proposals for donor support. 
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55. The Commission urged FAO to continue to seek opportunities to collaborate and harmonize work 

on cross-cutting issues with other international agencies including the member organizations of the 

Collaborative Partnership on Forests. 

 

56. The Commission noted the potential for greater involvement of national offices of FAO 

Representatives in forestry activities. Delegates highlighted the value of receiving written reports on 

implementation of their activities from relevant international forestry organizations at future APFC 

sessions. The Commission noted the value of giving greater attention to evaluating and reporting on 

the relative effectiveness of various APFC initiatives. 

 

 

HEADS OF FORESTRY DIALOGUE: POLICIES TO SUPPORT WOOD PROCESSING 

DEVELOPMENT (Item 9) 

 

57. A special Heads of Forestry dialogue provided an opportunity for direct exchange of views among 

delegates on policies to support wood processing development (ref. Secretariat Note 

FO:APFC/2013/9). 

 

58. Some delegates noted a wide range of constraints to investment in wood processing, including 

poor or excessive regulation, trade restrictions, low profitability, issues surrounding economies of 

scale, security of wood supplies, distance from markets, weak supporting infrastructure, monopolistic 

industry structures, relative incentive regimes, deficiencies in capacities and expertise, and limited 

access to appropriate science and technology. 

 

59. Delegates noted a number of key elements in creating enabling environments for wood processing, 

including firm political commitment, market-driven policies, investment in research and development 

of technology, upgrading competitive advantages, development of raw material resources, and 

regulatory frameworks conducive to business. 

 

60. Countries recognized a general desire to enhance domestic wood processing capacities, including 

development of downstream and remanufacturing facilities. Several delegates highlighted potential 

benefits of sharing experiences in developing wood processing industries. The Commission 

encouraged member countries to report on progress in developing new wood processing capacity at 

subsequent APFC sessions.  

 

61. The Commission requested FAO to explore mechanisms to support special diagnostic missions to 

interested countries, with a view toward fostering an enabling environment for rational and 

competitive wood processing. 

 

 

FORESTS AND CLIMATE CHANGE: PATHWAY TO PROSPERITY? (Item 10) 

 

62. The Commission considered the prospects for the forests and climate change agenda to contribute 

to prosperity on the basis of Secretariat Note FO:APFC/2013/10.  

 

63. Delegates noted that the links between forests and climate change had served to effectively draw 

the attention of diverse interest groups to the environmental, social and cultural importance of forests. 

The Commission urged members to seize the opportunity for promoting the importance of the forestry 

sector. 

 

64. The Commission highlighted the critical roles of local stakeholders in managing forests effectively 

in the face of challenges posed by climate change. Delegates highlighted the need for adequate 

financial and technical support to implement community-based natural resources management. 
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65. The Commission requested FAO to continue working closely with partner organizations within 

the framework of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change to support REDD+ 

initiatives. 

 

66. Delegates noted the predicted increase in the frequency and severity of natural disasters as a result 

of climate change. The Commission therefore encouraged FAO and member countries to work to 

increase disaster preparedness and build greater understanding of the roles of trees and forests in 

mitigating natural disasters and supporting post-disaster recovery. 

 

67. Delegates noted that attention has largely shifted to adaptation considerations in many countries, 

but that capacities to support adaptation to climate change is limited in many areas.  The Commission 

requested FAO to provide technical support to build capacities in member countries to address climate 

change adaptation at policy levels and to strengthen resilience and implementation of climate change 

adaptation measures at community levels. 

 

68. The Commission requested FAO to support regional sharing of information, forest data, and 

experiences related to the roles of forests in climate change adaptation, in collaboration with other 

international and regional partners and established mechanisms. 

 

 

STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENTS IN FAO AND THE UN (Item 11) 

 

69. On the basis of Secretariat Note FO:APFC/2013/11, the Commission considered the management 

response to the Strategic evaluation of FAO’s role and work in forestry. The Commission also 

considered the new strategic framework and the integration of FAO’s work on forestry into the five 

new strategic objectives of the organization (Ref. Secretariat Note FO:APFC/2013/12). The UN 

development agenda beyond 2015: Sustainable Development Goals (Ref. Secretariat Note 

FO:APFC/2013/13) was also considered under this agenda item. 

 

70. In view of FAO’s role as the leading global forestry organization, the Commission emphasized the 

importance of continuing FAO’s core technical work in forestry under the new strategic framework. 

Delegates highlighted emerging areas such as the contribution of forests to food security and nutrition, 

and resilience of forest-dependent communities. 

 

71. The Commission recommended FAO’s role in the global forest architecture, especially the 

Collaborative Partnership on Forests, to be strengthened taking into account the review of the 

international arrangement on forests to be conducted for the Eleventh session of the United Nations 

Forum on Forests in 2015. 

 

72. The Commission noted that the multi-functionality of forests and their contributions to all three 

dimensions of sustainable development are inadequately reflected in the Millennium Development 

Goals. Delegates noted that forests have been recognized as an important element in “The future we 

want,” the outcome document of the Rio+20 conference.  

 

73. The Commission strongly recommended  the development of a stand-alone sustainable 

development goal on forests and emphasized the need to raise the profile of forests in the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), with targets and indicators reflecting the multi-functionality of forests 

and their contribution to sustainable development. 

 

74. The Commission noted that the Open Working Group on Sustainable Development Goals (OWG) 

established through the Rio+20 process is currently debating the formulation of sustainable 

development goals.  Key features of SDGs are that they should be action-oriented, aspirational, easy to 

communicate and should address all three dimensions of sustainable development. The Commission 

urged countries in the Asia-Pacific region to actively engage in the discussions on a forest-related 

SDG through the OWG. 
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75. The Commission requested FAO to support the process of consideration and development of an 

SDG on forests and particularly the development of relevant targets and indicators. 

 

 

TOOLS FOR SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT (Item 12) 

 

76. On the basis of Secretariat Note FO:APFC/2013/14, the Commission considered the development 

of the Sustainable Forest Management Toolbox. The Commission also considered progress in the 

development of voluntary guidelines on national forest monitoring (Ref. Secretariat Note 

FO:APFC/2013/15) and the shaping of the FAO Fire Management Umbrella Programme (Ref. 

Secretariat Note FO:APFC/2013/16) under this agenda item. 

 

77. The Commission welcomed initial work on the development of the SFM Toolbox and noted that it 

could provide valuable support for sustainable forest management in the region. Delegates encouraged 

FAO to collaborate with other forest-related organizations, in particular ITTO and CIFOR, in the 

further development of the Toolbox and to focus on identified gaps and to avoid duplication of efforts. 

 

78. The Commission urged FAO to ensure that the Toolbox covers all aspects of sustainable forest 

management for all types of forests and trees outside forests and that it meets the diverse needs of the 

target audience. Delegates welcomed the proposed usability test and suggested it be implemented early 

in the process. The Commission requested FAO to provide training on the use of the Toolbox when 

completed. 

 

79. The Commission welcomed the work of FAO on the development of the Voluntary Guidelines on 

National Forest Monitoring as requested by COFO 2012 and endorsed the proposed scope and 

process. Delegates suggested to include a section on how to integrate forest monitoring results into 

policy and decision-making processes in countries. 

 

80. The Commission urged FAO to continue to work with other organizations to harmonize 

definitions and streamline forest-related reporting, building on the work of the Collaborative 

Partnership on Forests Task Force on streamlining forest-related reporting and on the Collaborative 

Forest Resources Questionnaire. The Commission further urged FAO to continue to provide support to 

countries to design and implement national forest monitoring systems. 

 

81. Delegates shared experiences on forest fire management, noting that fire management is a tool and 

that community-based forest fire management has proved to be effective in the region. Delegates 

recommended focusing more strongly on fire prevention and on the development of emergency 

response management systems. Delegates were provided with additional information on the 

International Wildland Fire Conference that will be held in the Republic of Korea in 2015. 

 

82. The Commission welcomed the update on the “Smart Fire” Umbrella Programme and encouraged 

FAO to identify additional resources for its implementation. It encouraged members to take advantage 

of the inclusion of disaster risk reduction and wildfires in GEF-6. The Commission urged FAO to 

continue to strengthen international cooperation on fire-related activities and support regional 

networks and initiatives. 

 

 

FORESTS AND FOOD SECURITY: FOLLOW-UP TO THE CONCLUSIONS OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE (Item 13) 

 

83. The Commission considered follow-up to the International Conference on Forests for Food 

Security and Nutrition on the basis of Secretariat Note FO:APFC/2013/17. 

 

84. Delegates agreed that the conference had been valuable and timely in highlighting the numerous 

contributions that forests make to food security and nutrition and encouraged further initiatives to 
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highlight these important linkages. It was suggested that World Food Day celebrations offered 

excellent opportunities to highlight the contributions that forests make to food security in each 

country. 

 

85. Delegates emphasized that efforts to ensure food security and nutrition should be balanced with 

needs for sustainable forest management, including production of timber and non-wood forest 

products and provision of ecosystem services of forests. Delegates further stressed that agricultural 

production could be increased without further loss or degradation of forests and that safeguards were 

needed to ensure that the full impacts of forest conversion are taken into account.  

 

86. Delegates noted that there was a lack of comprehensive data and information on the contributions 

of trees and forests to food security and nutrition.  The Commission requested FAO to develop 

methodologies, standard definitions and terminology to support the collection, analysis, and reporting 

of such data, and to provide guidance and assistance to member countries in implementing such 

activities.  

 

 

PREPARATIONS FOR THE XIV WORLD FORESTRY CONGRESS (Item 14) 

 

87. On the basis of Secretariat Note FO:APFC/2013/18, the Commission considered preparations for 

the XIV World Forestry Congress. 

 

88. The Commission welcomed the preparations being made for the XIV World Forestry Congress, 

which will be held in Durban, South Africa, in September 2015. 

 

89. The  Commission proposed several potential overarching themes for the World Forestry Congress 

including: (i) Forests in everyday life; (ii) Forests for food security; and (iii) Forests for all. A variety 

of potential topics that could help to form the basis for technical sessions at the Congress were also 

proposed including a framework for global forest governance, transformation of forest policies, 

management of ecosystem services, forest culture and eco-civilization, forest monitoring and 

assessment, understanding and implementation of the forest instrument, forests and economies, forest 

science and decision-making, and forests and climate change. The Commission recognized that the 

Congress would provide an excellent opportunity to promote the findings of the Global Forest 

Resources Assessment 2015. 

 

90. The Commission requested FAO to explore the potential for incorporating a high-level ministerial 

component as part of the Congress. 

 

 

REGIONAL ISSUES IDENTIFIED BY THE COMMISSION FOR THE ATTENTION OF 

THE COMMITTEE ON FORESTRY (COFO) AND THE FAO REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC (Item 15) 

 

91. The Commission noted the new governance structure of FAO including the increased importance 

of the Committee on Forestry (COFO) and the FAO Regional Conference for Asia and the Pacific in 

the development of the Organization’s programme of work and budget. The Commission expressed its 

concern over the potential for deprioritization of forestry in the new governance structure. The 

Commission encouraged member countries to ensure that forestry is strongly represented in national 

delegations and/or in national processes to develop priorities for presentation to the FAO Regional 

Conference. 

 

92. The Commission recognized that an agenda item on “Restoration of rangelands and forests for 

climate change mitigation and adaptation and the promotion of ecosystem services” provides a vehicle 

for many important forestry issues to be taken up for consideration at the 32
nd

 FAO Regional 

Conference for Asia and the Pacific. 
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93. The Commission proposed several topics for the agenda of the 22
nd

 session of COFO including: (i) 

development of a stand-alone SDG for forestry; (ii) the importance of forestry in combating climate 

change and land degradation; (iii) payments for ecosystem services; and (iv) forest financing.  

 

94. The Commission noted that the Chairman and the Secretary would work to identify other 

recommendations from the proceedings of the 25
th
 session of APFC for the attention of COFO 

including: (i) issues relating to forest governance, particularly in relation to forest tenure and access 

rights; (ii) forest landscape restoration; and (iii) building resilience against climate change and natural 

disasters. 

 

 

OTHER BUSINESS (Item 16) 

 

95. The Commission was informed of activities implemented by four of its working groups and 

initiatives: 

(i) The Asia-Pacific Forest Invasive Species Network (APFISN) reported on activities 

implemented during the intersessional period. A wide variety of awareness-raising materials 

have been produced, including publications, newsletters and factsheets. Several capacity-

building workshops have been implemented. A significant development is the planned 

establishment of a new APFISN coordination office in Beijing, China, to complement the 

existing office in Kerala, India. 

 

(ii) The Asia-Pacific Forest Policy Think Tank (APFPTT) was inaugurated at the 2
nd

 Asia-

Pacific Forestry Week, held in conjunction with the 24
th
 session of APFC. Key activities of 

the APFPTT have included implementation of a two-week Executive Forest Policy Course 

held in Thimphu, Bhutan in May-June 2013 and two multi-country policy studies on 

mainstreaming gender into forest policies and forest restoration at landscape level.  

 

(iii) The Asia-Pacific Forestry Communications Network was inaugurated at a workshop on 

“Strengthening forestry communications in Asia and the Pacific” held in Hanoi, Viet Nam, in 

September 2013. A working group was established to develop modalities for network 

operations. Core functions of the network will include capacity building, information sharing 

and networking. 

 

(iv) The Kids-to-Forests (K2F) initiative has commenced activities in six countries: Cambodia, 

China, Fiji, Lao PDR, Mongolia and Philippines. A range of activities have been 

implemented including website development, social networking, development of a facilitator 

toolkit, and facilitator training. The initiative proposes to hold a regional summit to share 

experiences on children’s forestry education, expand the K2F “Kiddie Earth Ambassadors” 

programme, and advocate for an International Day of ‘Children of Mother Earth’.  

 

 

DATE AND PLACE OF THE NEXT SESSION (Item 17) 

 

96. The Commission noted with appreciation the expression of interest by the delegation from the 

Philippines to host its twenty-sixth session. The Secretariat will work with the Philippines to confirm 

the hosting arrangements. 
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Deputy Director General 

Department of Forestry 

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 

PO.Box: 2932 

Vientiane   

Tel: 856 21 215000 

E-mail: somchaysanontry@gmail.com  

 

Khamphachanh Boungnakeo 

Deputy Head 

Planning and Cooperation Division 

Department of Forestry Inspection 

Vientiane  

Tel: 856-21 216508 

E-mail: bkhamphachanh@gmail.com  

 

Bounsouane Phongphichith 

Director of Planning and Cooperation Division 

Department of Forestry 

Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 

Thatdam Road, Box 2932 

Vientiane   

Tel: +856-21 219 561 

E-mail: bphongphichith@gmail.com  

 

Malaysia 
 

Abd.Rahman Bin Abd.Rahim 

Director-General of Forestry 

Forestry Department  

Peninsular Malaysia 

Headquarters 

Jalan Sultan Salahuddin 

50660 

Kuala Lumpur 

Tel: 60326164400 

E-mail: drarar@forestry.gov.my  

 

 

 

Iqtie Qamar Laila Mohd Gani 

Assistanat Director 

Forestry Department  

Peninsular Malaysia 

Jalan Sultan Salahuddin 

Kuala Lumpur 

Malaysia 

Tel: 603-26164488 

E-mail: iqlaila@forestry.gov.my 

 

Mohammed  Kassim Wasli 

Assistant Director 

Forestry Department Kuching 

Sarawak Forestry Department 

14
th
 floor, Wisma Sumber Alam 

Jalan Stadium 

Petra Jaya, Kuching 

Sarawak 93660 

Kuching 

Tel: 60 82 319289 

E-mail: mohdkw@sarawak.gov.my 

 

Faridah Hanum Ibrahim 

Dean 

Faculty of Forestry 

Universiti Putra Malaysia 

Serdang   

Tel: +603 89467171 

E-mail: i.faridahhanum@gmail.com  

 

Su-See Lee 

Head of Forest Health and Conservation 

Programme 

Biodiversity Division 

Forest Research Institute Malaysia 

Kepong   

Tel: +603 62797118 

E-mail: leess@frim.gov.my  

 

Maldives 
 

Faisal Hussain 

Assistant Director 

Agri Business Development Section 

Ministry of Fisheries and Agriculture 

Velaanaage 7th Floor 

Ameer Ahmed Magu 

Male'   

Tel: 960339219 

E-mail: hussain.faisal@fishagri.gov.mv  
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Mongolia 
 

Gantulga Bat-Ochir 

Director General 

Department of Policy Implementation 

Ministry of Environment and Green 

Development 

15160 Government Building 2 

United Nations Street 5/2 

Ulaanbaatar   

Tel: 976-51-264447 

E-mail: gantulga@mne.gov.mn  

 

Ykhanbai Khijaba 

Consultant 

Forest conservation and regorestation 

managament 

MEGD/Environment and Development 

Association “JASIL” 

Baruun Selbiin-15, MAS II bldng, #409 

Ulaanbaatar-11 

Tel: 976-11-329619 

E-mail: ykhanbai@hotmail.com  

 

Baatarbileg Nachin 

Head 

National University of Mongolia 

ik surguulyin gudamj 2 /351 

Ulaanbaatar   

Tel: 976-77307730 ext 2106 

E-mail: baatarbileg@num.edu.mn  

 

Batchuluun Tseveen 

Director 

Environmental Education Center 

National University of Mongolia 

Erhuugiin gudamj 6, 7r horoo, Sukhbaatar 

District, Ulaanbaatar 14192  

Tel: 976-11-350529 

E-mail: batchuluun@num.edu.mn  

 

Myanmar 
 

Min Thein Myint  

Director 

Dry Zone Greening Department 

Ministry of Environment Conservation and 

Forestry 

Tel: 95 09 402577534 

Email: mintheinmyint1983@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Wai Wai Than 

Senior Researcher & National Coordinator of 

APFISN 

Forest Protection/ Forest Department 

Forest Research Institute 

FRI campus, Yezin, 

B 11, FRI campus, Yezin, Nay Pyi Taw   

Tel: 095 067 416521 

E-mail: waiwaikyaw2007@gmail.com  

 

San Win 

Pro-rector 

Ministry of Environmental Conservation and 

Forestry 

Forest Department, University of Forestry  

Building No. 39, Ministry of Environmental 

Conservation & Forestry 

Nay Pyi Taw (Zip code: 15011) 

Tel: +95 67 405395, 67 416548 

E-mail: trdd.fd@gmail.com  

 

Nepal 
 

Ganesh Raj Joshi 

Secretary 

Ministry of Forests and Soil Conservation 

Singha Durbar 

Kathmandu   

Tel: 00977-1-4211567 

E-mail: grjoshi20@yahoo.com  

 

Bishwa Nath Oli 

Director General 

Department of Forests 

Babarmahal 

Kathmandu  

Tel: 00977-1-4227574 

E-mail: bn_oli@yahoo.com  

 

Yam Bahadur Thapa 

Deputy Director General 

Department of Forests 

Babarmahal 

Kathmandu   

Tel: 00977-1-4227574 

E-mail: ybthapa46@hotmail.com  

 

Ram Prasad Lamsal 

Joint Secretary 

Multistakeholder Forestry Program 

Ministry of Forests and Soil Conservation 

Babarmahal 

Kathmandu   

Tel: 00977-1-4222168 

E-mail: rplamsal1@yahoo.com  
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New Zealand 
 

Jarred Mair 

Director of Sector Policy 

Ministry for Primary Industries 

PO Box 2526 

Wellington   

Tel: 64 4 894 0676 

E-mail: jarred.mair@mpi.govt.nz  

 

Meredith Stokdijk 

Manager International Environment 

Ministry for Primary Industries 

P O Box 2526 

Wellington   

Tel: 64-4-894-0638 

E-mail: meredith.stokdijk@mpi.govt.nz  

 

Alan Reid 

Senior Analyst 

Ministry for Primary Industries 

P O Box 2526 

Wellington   

Tel: +64 4 894 0708 

E-mail: alan.reid@mpi.govt.nz 

 

Stuart Anderson 

Manager North Island Regions 

Ministry for Primary Industries, Rotorua 

PO Box 1340 

Rotorua 3040   

Tel: 07 921 3407, 0299213407 

E-mail: stuart.anderson@mpi.govt.nz  

 

Amber Coyle 

Policy Analyst 

Ministry for Primary Industries 

Pastoral House 

25 The Terrace 

Wellington   

Tel: +64 4 894 0093 

E-mail: amber.coyle@mpi.govt.nz  

 

Hillary Curnow 

Policy Analyst 

North Island Regions  

Ministry for Primary Industries, Rotorua 

Tel: 07 9213416 

E-mail: hillary.curnow@mpi.govt.nz  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Papua New Guinea 
 

Magdalene-Nambakwen Maihua 

Director Project Allocations 

PNG Forest Authority 

Project Allocations Directorate 

Po Box 5055  

Boroko 111 

Tel: 675-3277817 

E-mail: mmaihua@pngfa.gov.pg  

 

Ruth Turia 

Director Forest Policy & Planning 

Forest Policy and Planning Directorate 

Papua New Guinea Forest Authority 

P. O. Box 5055 

Boroko, Port Moresby   

Tel: +675 3277874 

E-mail: rturia@pngfa.gov.pg  

 

Philippines 
 

Marcial C. Amaro Jr. 

Assistant Secretary 

Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources 

Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City   

Tel: +63 2 9202212 

E-mail: amaromarsjr@yahoo.com  

 

Ricardo L. Calderon 

Director 

Forest Management Bureau 

Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources 

Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City 

Tel: 632-9274788 

E-mail: rlc_0219@yahoo.com  

 

Portia G. Lapitan 

OIC-Director 

Ecosystems Research & Development Bureau 

Department of Environment & Natural 

Resources, Forestry Campus 

College, Laguna   

Tel: +6349 536 3628 

E-mail: portialapitan@yahoo.com  

 

Mayumi Quintos-Natividad 

OIC, Assistant Director 

Forest Management Bureau, Department of 

Environment & Natural Resources 

Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City  

Tel: +63 2 9274784 

E-mail: mayquin@mozcom.com  
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Edna D. Nuestro 

Chief, Planning and Project Management 

Services Division 

Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources 

Forest Management Bureau 

Visayas Avenue 

Diliman, Quezon City 

Tel: 632-9276217 

E-mail: fmbplanning@gmail.com  

 

Remedios S. Evangelista 

Chief, Reforestation Division 

Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources 

Forest Management Bureau 

Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City   

Tel: 63-2-9282891 

E-mail: rem_evangelista@yahoo.com  

 

Emma N. Castillo 

Senior Forest Management Specialist 

Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources 

Forest Management Bureau 

Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City  

Tel: 632 9276229 

E-mail: emma_castillo23@yahoo.com  

 

Rex Victor O. Cruz 

Professor/Chancellor 

University of the Philippines Los Banos 

College Laguna   

Tel: 63-49-536-2567 

E-mail: rexcruz@yahoo.com 

 

Marlea Munez 

President 

Women's Initiatives for Society, Culture, and 

Environment (WISE) 

3A Road 4 

Project 6, Quezon City   

Tel: 639189201318 

E-mail: marleaus2@gmail.com  

 

Janet B. Martires 

IEC & Project Development Specialist 

Yakap Kalikasan Tungo sa Kaunlaran ng 

Pilipinas, Inc. 

Training & Project Devt Unit 

Maahas, Los Banos, Laguna 

Tel: 9154316718 

E-mail: wangits@yahoo.com  

 

 

Republic of Korea 
 

Jung-eun Yang 

Policy Officer 

Korea Forest Service 

International Cooperation Division 

189 Cheongsa-ro, Seo-gu, Daejeon   

Tel: +82 42 481 8864 

E-mail: yangje@forest.go.kr  

 

Kwan-Soo Woo 

Forest Researcher 

Korea Forest Research Institute 

Division of Research Planning and 

Coordination 

57 Hoegiro, Dongdaemun-gu, Seoul   

Tel: +82 2 961 2573 

E-mail: woo9431@forest.go.kr  

 

Samoa 
 

Tolusina Pouli 

Assistant Chief Executive Officer - Forestry 

Forestry Division/MNRE 

Ministry of Natural Resources and 

Environment (MNRE) 

Private Bag, Forestry, MNRE  

P.O.Box 1514, Apia. Samoa 

Tel: +685 67200 Ext. 209 

E-mail: tolusina.pouli@mnre.gov.ws  

 

Solomon Islands 
 

Gordon Konairamo 

Under Secretary 

Ministry of Forestry and Research 

P.O Box G24, Honiara 

Tel: 677 24524 

E-mail: konaigordon@hotmail.com  

 

Reeves Moveni 

Commissioner of Forest 

Ministry of Forestry and Research 

P. O Box G24, Honiara 

Tel: 677-24216 

E-mail: rmoveni@gmail.com  

 

Sri Lanka  
 

Kalutantri Patabendi Ariyadasa 

Conservator General of Forests 

Forest Department 

82 Rajamalwatta Road, Battaramulla   

Tel: +94 11 2866616 

E-mail: ariyadasa@yahoo.com  



RAP Publication: 2013/15           FO: APFC/2013/REP 

20 

NDR Weerawardane 

Research Officer 

Forest Research Centre 

Forest Department, Kumbalpola 

Boyagane, Kurunegala 

Tel: 94372238807 

E-mail: cro.kumbalpola@yahoo.com  

 

Thailand  
 

Wanchai Arunpraparut 

Dean 

Kasetsart University 

Faculty of Forestry 

50 Ngamwongwan Road, Jatujak 

Bangkok 10900 

Tel: +662 5790500 

E-mail: fforwca@ku.ac.th  

 

Prasit Wangpakapattanawong 

Assistant Professor 

Department of Biology, Faculty of Science 

Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai   

Tel: 66-53-943-346 

E-mail: prasitwang@yahoo.com  

 

Timor-Leste 
 

Mario Godinho 

Forestry Senior Officer 

Ministry of Agriculture, Dili  

Tel: 670 7406577 

E-mail: godinho_72@yahoo.com  

 

Tonga 
 

Tevita Faka'osi 

Head of Forestry 

Ministry of Agriculture & Food, Forestry and 

Fisheries 

PO Box 14, Nuku'alofa 

Nuku'alofa   

Tel: (676) 30-349 / 29 - 500 

E-mail: forestry@kalianet.to  

 

United States of America 
 

Gary Man 

Forest Health Specialist 

USDA Forest Service 

1621 North Kent St, 7th floor 

Arlington, VA  22209   

Tel: 1-703-605-5339 

E-mail: gman@fs.fed.us  

 

Beth Lebow 

Asia-Pacific Program Specialist 

United States Forest Service 

Tel: 202-660-8797 

E-mail: etlebow@fs.fed.us  

 
Veikila Vuki 

Consultant 

Oceania Environment 

Guam 

Email: vukigi@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Viet Nam 
 

Nguyen Tuong Van  

Deputy Director 

Departmenent of Science, Technology and 

International Cooperation 

Viet Nam Administration of Forestry 

No 2 Ngoc Ha, Ba Dinh, Ha Noi 

Tel: +84 438489854 

E-mail: van.fssp@gmail.com  

 

Pham Quang Thu 

Director 

Vietnamese Academy of Forest Sciences 

Forest Protection Research Centre 

Dong Ngac, Tu Liem 

Hanoi   

Tel: 84 4 38362376 

E-mail: phamquangthu@vafs.gov.vn  

 

Phan Minh Sang 

Vice Director 

Silviculture Research Institute 

Tel: +84 4 37525416 

E-mail: sang.phan@sri.org.vn  

 

Luong Van Thang 

Vice Director 

Phu Tho Department of Agriculture and Rural 

Development 

Tel: +84 913283215 

E-mail: phutho.forestry@gmail.com  

 

Phung Van Vinh 

Phu Tho Sub-Department of Forestry 

Tel: +84 2103993499 

E-mail: phutho.forestry@gmail.com 
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OBSERVERS FROM FAO MEMBER NATIONS NOT MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION 

 

 

Cook Islands 
 

Nooroa Tokari 

Senior Policy, Planning & Project Officer 

Policy, Planning & Project Division 

Ministry of Agriculture 

P.O. Box 96, 

Arorangi 

Rarotonga   

Tel: +(682) 28711 

E-mail: noot@agriculture.gov.ck  

 

Republic of the Marshall Islands 
 

Karness Kusto 

Assistant Chief of Agriculture Quarantine 

Livestock/Head of Forestry 

Ministry Of Resources and Development 

14 Coconut St. P.O Box 1727 

Majuro, Republic of the Marshall Islands 

Tel: 692 6253206 

E-mail: kustokarness@gmail.com  

 

Niue 
 

Terrianne Vaine Leki Mokoia 

Head of Forestry 

Department of Agriculture, Forestry & 

Fisheries 

P.O.Box 74 

Fonuakula 

Alofi South 

Niue 

Tel: (00683)4032 

E-mail: tkalu25@yahoo.co.nz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE UNITED NATIONS  

 

 

UN Forum on Forests Secretariat 

(UNFF) 
 

Mahendra Joshi 

Senior Programme Officer 

UN Forum on Forests Secretariat (UNFF) 

United Nations 

Two UN PLaza 

DC 2 - 2306 

New York, United States of America 

Tel: 1-212 963 1972  

E-mail: joshi@un.org  

 

 

 

 

United Nations  Environment 

Programme (UNEP) 
 

Thomas Enters 

UNEP UN-REDD Regional Coordinator 

United Nations Environment Programme 

DEPI/ROAP 

Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific, UN 

Building, 2nd Floor 

Rajdamnern Avenue 

Bangkok 10200, Thailand 

Tel: +66 2 288 2126 

E-mail: thomas.enters@unep.org  
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OBSERVERS FROM INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

Asia-Pacific Network for Sustainable 

Forest Management and Rehabilitation 

(APFNet) 
 

Qu Guilin  

Executive Director 

APFNet 

6th floor, Baoneng Center (Building A) 

12 Futong Dongdajie, Chaoyang District 

Beijing, China 

Tel: 86-10-84215789 

E-mail: qu_guilin@apfnet.cn  

 

Chen Lin  

Acting Director 

APFNet Institutional Development Division 

6th floor, Baoneng Center (Building A) 

12 Futong Dongdajie, Chaoyang District 

Beijing, China 

Tel: 86-10-84159140 

E-mail: chen_lin@apfnet.cn  

 

Wang Hong  

Division Director 

APFNet 

6th floor, Baoneng Center (Building A) 

12 Futong Dongdajie, Chaoyang District 

Beijing, China 

Tel: 86-1084215796 

E-mail: wang_hong@apfnet.cn  

 

Huang Kebiao  

APFNet Secretariat 

APFNet 

6th floor, Baoneng Center (Building A) 

12 Futong Dongdajie, Chaoyang District 

Beijing, China 

Tel: 86-10-66007866 ext 8023 

E-mail: huang_kebiao@apfnet.cn  

 

Asia Forest Network 
 

Rowena Soriaga 

Advisor, Asia Forest Network 

Environmental Science for Social Change 

1/F Manila Observatory Building, Ateneo de 

Manila Campus, Loyola Heights 

Quezon City, Philippines   

Tel: 63-2-9260452 

E-mail: rowenasoriaga@asiaforestnetwork.org  

 

 

Asia Pacific Association of Forestry 

Research Institutions (APAFRI) 
 

Sim Heok Choh  

Executive Secretary 

Asia Pacific Association of Forestry Research 

Institutions 

c/o Forest Research Institute Malaysia 

Kepong, Selangor 

Malaysia 

Tel: +603 62797536 

E-mail: simhc@frim.gov.my  

 

Asia-Pacific Forest Invasive Species 

Network (APFISN) 

 
TV Sajeev  

Coordinator, Asia-Pacific Forest Invasive 

Species Network (APFISN) 

Kerala Forest Research Institute 

Forest Health 

Peechi - 680653 

Thrissur, Kerala 

India 

Tel: +91 487 2690222 

E-mail: tvsajeev@gmail.com  

 

KV Sankaran  

Retired Director, Kerala Forest Research 

Institute 

Peechi - 680653 

Thrissur, Kerala 

India 

Tel: 0466 2223366 

E-mail: sankarankv@gmail.com  

 

Bagong Pagasa Foundation 
 

Patrick Dugan 

President 

Bagong Pagasa Foundation 

445 Bulusan Lane, Marian Lakeview 

Paranaque, Metro Manila, Philippines 

Tel: (63-2) 8233010 

E-mail: duganpcdsr@yahoo.com  
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Center for International Forestry 

Research (CIFOR) 
 

Ani Adiwinata Nawir 

Scientist 

CIFOR  

Forest and Livelihoods Programme 

Jl. CIFOR, Situgede, Sindangbarang 

Bogor Barat, Bogor 

Indonesia   

Tel: 622518622622 

E-mail: a.nawir@cgiar.org  

 

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) 
 

Miriam Guth 

GIZ 

Germany 

Tel: +678 7761922 

E-mail: miriam.guth@giz.de  

 

Gordon Bernard Ignacio 

Senior Adviser GIZ 

BMU-GIZ National REDD+ System 

Philippines Project 

2nd Floor FASPO Building, Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 

Visayas Avenue, Diliman 

Quezon City, Philippines 

Tel: 632 9281194 

E-mail: gordon.ignacio@giz.de  

 

Christine Fung 

Land Use Planning Specialist 

SPC/GIZ Pacific 

Module 2, level 3 , Plaza 1 

Downtown Boulevard, Ellery Street 

Suva, Fiji  

Tel: +679 3305983 

E-mail: christine.fung@giz.de  

 

Wulf Killmann 

Director 

SPC/GIZ Coping with Climate Change in the 

Pacific Island Region (CCCPIR) 

Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale 

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH 

Level 3, Module 2, Plaza 1, FNPF Building 

Downtown Boulevard, 33 Ellery Street, Suva  

PO BOx 14041, Suva 

Fiji 

Tel: +679 3305982; 3305983; 3307543 

E-mail: Wulf.Killmann@giz.de  

 

Karl P. Kirsch-Jung 

Project Director 

SPC / GIZ 

Pacific Regional REDD+ Project 

GIZ Project Admin 

FNPF Provident Plaza ONE, 33 Ellery Street 

P.O. Box 14041, Suva, Fiji 

Tel: +679 3305983 

E-mail: karl-peter.kirsch-jung@giz.de  

 

Bjoern Hecht 

REDD Advisor Pacific GIZ 

PO Box 14041 

Suva, Fiji  

Tel: 679-3349591 

E-mail: bjoern.hecht@giz.de  

 

Vilisi Naivalulevu 

REDD+ Project Assistant 

GIZ Fiji  

Tel: (679) 3305983 

E-mail: vilisi.ratukalou@giz.de  

 

European Forest Institute 
 

Xiaoqian Chen 

China FLEGT Advisor 

European Forest Institute 

FLEGT Facility 

room 1001, Building 27A, An Li Lu No.28  

Chao Yang district  

Beijing, China  

Tel: 0086-13701276022 

E-mail: xiaoqian.chen@efi.int  

 

ForestCarbon Asia Inc. 
 

Unna Chokkalingam 

Executive Director 

ForestCarbon Asia Inc. 

Ban Koknin 

Vientiane   

Tel: +856 20 55504866 

E-mail: unna.c@forestcarbonasia.org  

 

Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) 
 

Alistair Monument 

FSC Asia Pacific Regional Director 

FSC Asia Pacific Regional Office 

15/F, Manhattan Centre, 8 Kwai Cheong Road 

Kwai Chung, N.T. 

Hong Kong  

Tel: +852 2161-9682 

E-mail: a.monument@fsc.org  
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International Forestry Students 

Association (IFSA) 
 

Sarah Dickson-Hoyle 

IFSA International Secretariat 

Tennenbacherstrasse 4 

D - 79 106 Freiburg im Breisgau 

Germany 

Tel: 61403433725 

E-mail: s.dicksonhoyle@gmail.com  

 

Carolina Yang 

International Forestry Students Association 

3 Fl., No. 39, Sec. 2, Renai Rd., Zhongzheng 

Dist., Taipei City 10056 

Tel: 886931379409 

E-mail: carolinayang0909@gmail.com  

 

International Union of Forestry 

Research Organizations (IUFRO) 
 

Eckehard Brockerhoff 

Division Co-ordinator and Board Member 

IUFRO (and Scion / New Zealand Forest 

Research Institute) 

PO Box 29237 

Christchurch, New Zealand 

Tel: +64 - 21 784 750 

E-mail: 

eckehard.brockerhoff@scionresearch.com  

 

RECOFTC -The Center for People and 

Forests 
 

Tint Lwin Thaung 

Executive Director 

RECOFTC-The Center for People and Forests 

P.O. Box 1111 

Kasetsart Post Office 

Bangkok, Thailand 

Tel: 6629405700 

E-mail: tthaung@recoftc.org  

 

Bhawana Upadhyay 

Programme Officer-Gender and Rights 

RECOFTC-The Center for People and Forests 

P.O. Box 1111 

Kasetsart Post Office 

Bangkok, Thailand 

Tel: +6629405700 

E-mail: bhawana.upadhyay@recoftc.org 

 

 

 

 

Apinita Siripatt 

Program Support Officer 

RECOFTC-The Center for People and Forests 

P.O. Box 1111 

Kasetsart Post Office 

Bangkok, Thailand 

Tel: +6629405700 ext. 1311 

E-mail: apinita@recoftc.org 

 

Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

(SPC) 
 

Sairusi Bulai 

Forestry Adviser 

Land Resources Division 

Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

Private Mail Bag, Suva, Fiji 

Lot 6 Matanikorovatu Road, P.O. Box 17573 

Suva, Fiji 

Tel: 679-3370733 

E-mail: sairusib@spc.int  

 

Cenon Padolina 

Forest Genetic Resources Officer 

Land Resources Division 

Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

Suva, Fiji 

Tel: 679 3370733 

E-mail: cenonp@spc.int  

 

Jalesi Mateboto 

Community Forestry Technician 

Land Resources Division/Forest and Trees 

Programme 

Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

3 Luke Street 

Nabua, Suva, Fiji 

Tel: +679 3370733 

E-mail: jalesim@spc.int  

 

Merewairita Bale Wilikibau 

Programme Assistant 

Land Resources Division 

Secretariat of the Pacific Community 

Luke Street 

Private Mail Bag 

Suva, Fiji  

Tel: 679-3379334 

E-mail: balew@spc.int  
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The Nature Conservancy 
 

Andrew Ingles 

Chief Technical Adviser 

Asia Pacific Forest Program, RAFT 

Asia Pacific Resource Centre 

245 Riverside Drive 

West End, 4101 

Brisbane, Australia 

Tel: 61732146926 

E-mail: aingles@tnc.org 

 

World Resources Institute (WRI) 

 
McLeish Moray Johnston 

Program Manager POTICO –WRI 

People and Ecosystems Programme 

Ybul, Jl Hang Lekir Viii/1 

Jakarta 12120  

Indonesia 

Tel: 62 21 720 6125  

Fax: +62 21 726 6341 

E-mail: Mmcleish@Wri.Org   

 

Tropical Forest Foundation  
 

A.E. Klassen 

Regional Director, SE Asia Pacific 

Manggala Wanabakiti Blk. IV 3rd Floor 

Wing B Room 317B 

Jalan. Jend. Gatot Subroto 

Jarkata 10270 

Indonesia 

Tel: 62-21 573 5589 

E-mail: tff@cbn.net.id 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Mmcleish@Wri.Org
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LOCAL OBSERVERS/ RESOURCE PERSONS 

 

 

Jeremy Christmas 

Head of Department - Forestry and Resource 

Management 

Waiariki Institute of Technology 

Private Bag 3028 

Rotorua   

Tel: +64 7 3468972 

E-mail: jeremy.christmas@waiariki.ac.nz  

 

Shiroma Sathyapala 

Manager 

Standards Branch 

Ministry for Primary Industries 

No 25 Pastoral House, The Terrace 

Wellington   

Tel: 6448940480 

E-mail: shiroma.sathyapala@mpi.govt.nz  

 

Chris Baddeley 

Readiness and Response Policy Manager 

Policy Branch 

Ministry for Primary Industries 

PO BOX 2526 

Wellington   
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