
GLOBCOVER was launched in 2004 as an initiative of the European Space Agency (ESA) which aims to produce a new glo-
bal land-cover database based upon fine resolution (300m) images acquired over the full year 2005 by the MERIS sensor 
on-board the ENVISAT satellite.

Project Overview

The GLOBCOVER initiative is conducted by ESA 
and an international network of partners, in parti-
cular: FAO, GOFC-GOLD, IGBP, JRC and UNEP. The 
global products will update and complement the 
other existing comparable global products, such 
as the global land cover map at 1 km resolution 
for the year 2000 (GLC2000) produced by the Joint 
Research Center (JRC). The thematic legend of the 
final product will be compatible with the FAO-U-
NEP Land Cover Classification System (LCCS).

ESA, in partnership with the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation, presented in March 2008 at the 2nd GlobCover User 
Consultation workshop held in Rome, Italy, the preliminary version of the map to scientists. The next version of the GLOB-
COVER database is estimated be available on July 2008.

GlobCOVER

ACTIVITY

http://due.esrin.esa.int/page_globcover.php
https://earth.esa.int/web/guest/missions/esa-operational-eo-missions/envisat
http://www.fao.org/gtos/gofc-gold/index.html
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en
http://www.unep.org/
http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/geospatial/docs/GLCN/Gloibal_LC_2000.pdf
http://www-test.fao.org/geospatial/resources/standards/en/

