Conservation Agriculture (CA)
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WHY is it that agriculture’s
Impact on improved livelihoods

appear to be piecemeal and
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Growing experiences
world wide with
Conservation
Agriculture

| WCCA (Spain, 2001) = 2MPIONS™) \mCCA (Brazil, 2003)

v" Collaboration and partnerships v'Common understanding of CA
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What we need to know about CA approach te
land & water management
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CA Practice
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* Improving (rain) water productivity
e Improving input productivity — fertiliser, labour, etc...
 Soll life and soil nutrient management

 Increase and stabllity in yields




eFarmers have been practicing “improved” land management
practices such as:

* establishment of soil and water conservation structures (Fanya and
Fanya Chinni),
 use of cover crops as improved fallows and

e various forms of crop rotations and combinations

*CA practice to land management involve use of site (situation)

specific combination of practices aimed at:
*Checking and minimizing soil erosion
eImproving water infiltration rate and increasing the soil moisture
content
eImproving soil organic matter content, the chemical and physical
properties of the soll
«Controlling and checking weeds
Increasing soil cover to protect the soil from rainfall and/or heat

hazards and conserving soil moisture during dry spells.




CA PRACTICES: Land Preparation
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Direct planting using a planting stick ‘Jobb

Direct seeding using a triton planter Calibration of a triton planter
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Maize at one week after Al establlshec_l o

planting in a permanent permanent planting

planting station stations intercropped
with cover crop




Undesired situation

Desired situation




CA PRACTICES: Use of cover crops
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A typical-vegetable crop rotation field
(beans and cabbages) on permanent
narrow based terraces, in Busano Mbale
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Maize intercropped with Cajana cajan, : : :
both providing food Banana interplanted with pumpkins, both

providing food




*1 human workday = 4 hours of effective working, **1 oxen day = 6 hours of effective working













CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
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