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Objectives and Methodology

• Objectives of the Study – to provide practical guidance and

recommendations on land banking to policy and decision makers, lawyers and

land tenure professionals

• Methodology
o Desk research

o Consultations with key persons in the analyzed countries

o Detailed analysis performed on Denmark, France, Germany, the

Netherlands, Spain (Galicia)

o Short overview performed on Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary,

Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Slovenia

o Feedback from participants of FAO webinar

o Finalization

o Preparation for publication, including integration of survey results
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Definition of land banking
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What Land Bank is NOT
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Identified land banking approaches

• Acquisition and sale of land

• Facilitation of lease

• Management of state owned land

• Lease-back; sale-back of land

• Other functions
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Land banking experiences in Central Europe

• Central European countries applying land banking (active sale

& acquisition of agricultural land) (marked in blue)

• Croatia

• Czech Republic

• Hungary

• Latvia

• Lithuania

• Poland

• Slovenia
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Need for land banking in Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia

• Renewed interest for land banking in a number of FAO programme

countries (e.g. Armenia, Azerbaijan, North Macedonia, Montenegro

and Turkey)

• Two main drivers of the interest for land banking – wish to tackle

land abandonment and/or to improve farm structures (reduce

land fragmentation and increase farm sizes). Some countries such

as Armenia and Turkey have both drivers at the same time
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Key recommendations for land banking in 
Eastern Europe and Central Asia  (1)

• Land banking can support the following policy objectives:

– agricultural development;

– rural development;

– implementation of nature, environmental, water management and

climate change projects;

– improving farm structures;

– addressing land abandonment;

– implementation of public infrastructure projects; and

– development of agricultural land markets
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Key recommendations (2)
• Core (acquisition-sale & lease facilitation) and additional (state-owned land

management & privatization, other functions) land banking functions

• After adoption of the legal framework for land banking it is recommended to

test the instrument in the pilot projects (e.g., as part of the land

consolidation projects). Adapt the legal framework accordingly, taking into

account the pilot project experiences.

• Conduct a broad awareness raising campaign through a multi-stakeholder

consultation, to ensure the full support for land banking in the country

• Land banking should be performed in a systemic way, not random

acquisitions

• Land banking should be applied following “demand driven” approach
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Key recommendations (3)

• Integration with programmes for state-owned land privatization and land

consolidation is recommended

• Support specific target groups of stakeholders (e.g., young farmers and

owners of small farms)

• Assign or establish a public entity (land bank) to perform specific land

banking functions

• Legal form of the land bank and the relevant operational arrangements

should ensure flexibility and the ability to take fast decisions concerning

land
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Key recommendations (4)

• Supervisory system and safeguards

• Land banks should initially be provided with the assets in the form of land

and/or funds, to begin land banking operations

• In the beginning, the basic costs such as staff, equipment, office costs

should be funded from the state budget

• Revolving budget of a land bank - funds received from the land banking

activities would be reinvested in land banking

• Implement a broad capacity development campaign, which would ensure

the sustainability of land banking knowledge and know-how among the

current and future national professionals
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Thank you for your attention!

Contact us 

tomas@finlaw.lt
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