
CONFERENCE STATEMENT
The international conference on “Digitally Enabled Development for a Sustainable Future in Eastern Eu-
rope”, co-organized by the Republic Geodetic Authority (RGA), European Commission Joint Research Cen-
ter (EC JRC), the World Bank (WB), United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (UN FAO), United 
Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management (UN GGIM) and United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), was convened in Vrdnik, Republic of Serbia, from 
18-20 September 2019. The Conference was opened by the Honorable Minister Nenad Popović, Minister 
Responsible for Innovation and Technological Development, and hosted by the Republic Geodetic Author-
ity, the conference included more than 200 participants from 20 countries, and international organizations.

With more than 40 speakers contributing, participants discussed the impacts of digital technologies from 
global, regional, national, and local perspectives; and provided examples demonstrating digital transforma-
tion and good practices in Eastern Europe, with a focus on sustainable data sharing and utilization. These 
examples were framed by progress on, and the linkages between, the emerging Integrated Geospatial Infor-
mation Framework (IGIF), the INSPIRE Directive, and National Spatial Data Infrastructures (NSDIs) being 
developed and managed by countries.

As an overarching local to global development aspiration, the urgent demand to support the implementation 
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) through data, technology, innovation and digital transforma-
tion, was acknowledged. Some of these digital transformations include Blockchain, Artificial Intelligence, 
Big Data, smart cities, digital agriculture, and integrated land tenure. These rapid changes in technology 
bring new opportunities, but they also bring additional challenges, such as cybersecurity, education, and 
sustainable business models, requiring integrated approaches to meet these new SDG demands.

Due to the disruptive nature of digital transformation, many governments still lack a clear understanding of 
their future data and technology requirements, especially when needed to address the SDGs and national to 
global development. In this regard, participants agreed on the need to take the opportunity to leverage these 
new disruptive technologies to support better and smarter policy and decision-making – and the SDGs.

Part of the solution is aligning technological innovation and processes with the data and information that 
we are now able to leverage, doing so in an effective and timely manner, while recognizing that all countries 
in the region are at different stages of national geospatial development – including their NSDI development.

Another critical part is ensuring and sustaining national leadership and “champions” in geospatial informa-
tion management, and the continual requirement to raise awareness of the importance of geospatial infor-
mation as a key strategic asset that leads to valuable and quantifiable knowledge and decisions. National 
geospatial champions are crucial to drive change, communicate the value proposition, understand the chal-
lenges to be overcome, and to create and maintain momentum.

In summary, participants recognized the need to support new and innovative approaches to national geospa-
tial information management; implementing integrated, evidence-based and data-driven decision-making 
solutions; and maximizing and leveraging national information systems tailored to each country’s national 
situation and circumstances.

AGENDA
THURSDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 2019

12:30 – 14:00            Lunch break

14:00 – 15:30          Digital Transformation - Good practices from Eastern Europe
                                         ◆  Digital transformation - an educational perspective - Tijana Ilic, vice 
                                             president, EUROGEO 
                                         ◆  Blockchain for land registration – Georgia (speaker tbc)
                                         ◆  Smart Cities and Digital Data Croatia
                        ◆  Good practices for Digital transformation in Ukraine - Andrii 
                                        Cherin, Leading Scientific Fellow, Candidate of Technical Science,    
                                        SE Scientific and Research Institute for Geodesy and Cartography
                                         ◆  SDI and digital city twins, Turkey 
                                         ◆  Digitally development of the Agency for Real Estate Cadastre,  
                                        challenge and benefit for the society - Sonja Dimova, AREC 
                                        North Macedonia 
                                       Chair: Alexander Kotsev, Vlado Cetl, EU JRC

15:30 - 16:00            Coffee Break

16:00 - 17:00            Wrap-up of day 2
                                 Chair: Alexander Kotsev, Vlado Cetl, EU JRC

20:00                         Gala dinner 

11:30 – 12:30               ◆  Economic development driven by Geospatial data - Register of       
                                            investment locations for local and regional authorities - Nemanja   
                                            Paunic, Technical project leader, RGA 
                                       Chair: Rumyana Tonchovska, UN FAO

АГЕНДА
ЧЕТВРТАК, 19. СЕПТЕМБАР 2019. ГОД.

    ◆ Економски развој подстакнут геопросторним подацима – Регистар    
       инвестиционих локација за локалне и регионалне институције - 
       Немања Паунић, Технички руководилац пројекта, РГЗ
Модератор: Румијана Тончовска, UN FAO

Пауза за ручак

Дигитална трансформација – добра пракса у Источној Европи
    ◆ Дигитална трансформација – образовна перспектива – Тијана Илић, 
      подпредседник, EUROGEO
    ◆ Блокчејн у процесу регистрације земљишта – Грузија (очекује се 
       потврда)
    ◆ Паметни градови и дигитални подаци у Републици Хрватској   
       (очекује се потврда)
    ◆ Добра пракса у дигиталној трансформацији у Украјини - Андреј 
       Черин, Водећи истраживачки сарадник, докторанд техничких наука, 
       Научни и истраживачки Институт за геодезију и картографију,    
       Украјина
     ◆ Инфраструктура просторних података и дигитални градови 
        близанци – Турска (очекује се потврда)
     ◆ Дигитални развој Агенције за катастар непокретности, изазови 
        и бенефити за друштво – Соња Димова, Агенција за катастар 
        непокретности, Северна Македонија
Модератори: Александер Коцев, Владо Цетл, EU JRC

Пауза за кафу

Завршна дискусија другог дана
Модератори: Александер Коцев, Владо Цетл, EU JRC

Свечана вечера

11:30 – 12:30

14:00 – 15:30

15:30 – 16:00

16:00 – 17:00

20:00

12:30 – 14:00
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