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Iran with diverse climate, long -
lasting rich culture and hardworking 
farmers who have historically 
struggled with water shortage 
problems, soil fertility and other 
challenges to sustain their farming 
systems, is considered as a country 
with high potential for dynamic 
protection of important agricultural 
heritage systems.  



• Iran started first steps to formulate a GIAHS proposal in 2009 
resulted in the approval of first proposal -Qanat System- in 2014. 
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Till now, three Iranian agricultural systems are designated as GIAHS:

• Qanat -based agricultural system in Kashan,

• Qanat-based saffron faming system in Gonabad,

• Grape production system in Jozan valley.
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Three systems are in the process of designation: 

• Walnut production system in Tuyserkan,

• Ancient traditional gardens of Qazvin ,

• Estahbanat fig orchards 
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In order to identify potential     agricultural heritage systems in Iran, a research 

project was developed in 2014 in which Iran was divided into three regions: 

north, center and south.

In addition to 5 GIAHS criteria, indicators for identifying potential NIAHS cases 

were as follows:

o Strategic importance of agricultural products, cultivation  area, number of 

farmer families,

o Agricultural folklore,

o Diversity of agricultural products,

o Historical background,

o Natural landscapes and rural and natural tourism,

o Processing industries, 

o Existence of a research institution.
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According to the 

findings, 33 systems 

including 12 systems 

in the northern region, 

11 systems in the 

central region and 10 

systems in the 

southern region were 

identified. 
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NIAHS framework in Iran
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-The Iranian NIAHS system was established in 2015, after designation of first 

proposal.

-NIAHS system secretary is established in APERDRI by Ministers’ order. 

-Due to budget problems, the number of systems 

registered as NIAHS is limited (3 cases currently awaiting to designate as 

GIAHS). 
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www.agri-peri.ac.ir

http://www.agri-peri.ac.ir/

