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PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT 

This is the report of the Seventh Meeting of the Global Record Informal Open-Ended Technical and 
Advisory Working Group held in Panama City on 19 March 2024. The conclusions of the meeting, as 
agreed by participants, are an integral part of the report. 
The material in the appendixes is reproduced as submitted.  
 

ABSTRACT 

The seventh Meeting of the Global Record Informal Open-Ended Technical and Advisory Working 
Group (GRWG) was held in Panama City on 19 March 2024. 

The meeting was attended by experts from FAO Member States, intergovernmental organisations and 
international non-governmental organisations. Issues discussed included: state of affairs of the Global 
Record, key considerations for the Global Record moving forward and assistance to developing states. 

The GRWG called for states to continue uploading, maintaining and updating vessels given its critical 
role for the PSMA Global Information Exchange System (GIES) which requires reliable information on 
the identity of vessels. The GRWG considered as a minimum, the introduction of three broad categories 
of vessels of the Global Record (fishing vessels, refrigerated transport vessels and supply vessels) for 
those cases where vessel type is not communicated using the ISSCFV classification.  

The GRWG called for studies on the feasibility and implications of obtaining and sharing ultimate 
beneficiary ownership information recognising this information as crucial in combatting illegal, 
unreported and unregulated fishing (IUU fishing). The GRWG approved the reintroduction of a deep 
hyperlink to the IMO’s GISIS system for accessing additional relevant information contained in that 
system.  
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OPENING OF THE MEETING 
1. The seventh meeting of the Global Record Informal Open-Ended Technical and Advisory Working 
Group (GRWG) was held in Panama City, Panama, 19 March 2024. The meeting was attended by 64 
delegates from 33 states and the European Union, together with by 5 FAO Observers. The list of 
participants is attached as Appendix B. The documents placed before the Meeting are listed in 
Appendix C. 

2. Ms Alicia Mosteiro, Technical Secretary of the GRWG, called the meeting to order and welcomed 
the participants. 

3. Mr Matthew Camilleri, Senior Fisheries Officer, Leader, Global and Regional Processes 
(Fisheries), provided introductory remarks. 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE MEETING 
4. The FAO Secretariat presented the agenda and arrangements for the Working Group. The agenda 
was adopted without any changes as attached in Appendix A.  

5. The Secretariat pointed to the Working Document GRWG7/2024/3 for background information 
on each agenda item. 

STATE OF AFFAIRS OF THE GLOBAL RECORD 
6. The FAO Secretariat provided an overview of the current state of affairs of the Global Record 
programme, including: 

- A global and regional analysis of the Global Record (GR) data by fleet numbers and 
characteristics; 

- the different levels of commitment of FAO Member States to different components of the 
GR; some modules (historical data, inspection and surveillance, vessel type) show lower 
submission rate compared to others (vessels, ports) ; 

- the connections and interoperability of the Global Record with the S&P Global database, the 
Global Information System (GIES) of the Agreement on Port State Measures (PSMA), 
regional and national systems and the UN/FLUX. Specifically, these include; 

o possibility for states to now extract the five essential fields for vessels flagged to 
their State within the S&P Global database, reviewing the list and upload it onto 
Global Record.  

o The importance of linkages between the GR and GIES. Current features enable real-
time, flag State-verified vessel information to be automatically inserted and 
independently verified for the compilation of port inspection or denial forms.  

o A feedback mechanism to notify the GR National Focal Point (NFP) when a vessel 
entered in the GIES does not coincide with data the Global Record will be 
implemented in 2024 to enhance the efficiency and sustainability of both 
applications.  

o developing connections with both national and regional systems, thereby reducing 
duplication of effort by states. 

o making the Global Record UN/FLUX compliant. 
- The 2024-25 workplan with the following main features: 

o Advanced User management  
o Improvement of Error Handling 
o Enhancement of the Advanced Search  
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o Feedback mechanism to notify users of inconsistent vessel (multi-flag) data 
o Edit and upload vessels and vessel images through online forms 
o Multi-VMS types  
o Advance connections with existing systems 
o Further develop support and communication materials 

KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE GLOBAL RECORD MOVING FORWARD 
7. The FAO Secretariat proposed to the GRWG for consideration the imperative of making the 
“vessel type” in the Global Record as the 6th essential (compulsory) data field especially for due 
diligence purposes when registering a new vessel or verifying its information when conducting risk 
analysis. Further proposed for “vessel type” to be classified either as a fishing, refrigerated or support 
vessel. 

8. The FAO Secretariat highlighted that the vast majority of states that have uploaded information 
on their fleet into the Global Record, have not provided information on the vessel operators, owners or 
beneficial owners despite its importance in effectively combatting illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fishing (IUU fishing). In recent years there has been more concern about the disclosure of personal 
information particularly with data privacy regulations introduced across the globe. 

9. The FAO Secretariat provided insight about the International Maritime Organization (IMO) “IMO 
Unique Company and Registered Owner Identification Number Scheme” introduced to enhance 
maritime safety, security and environmental protection, and to facilitate the prevention of maritime 
fraud. It reiterated its purpose as to assign a permanent number for identification purposes to each 
company and/or registered owner managing ships of 100 GT and above engaged on international 
voyages and it has also been extended to the fishing sector.  

10. The FAO Secretariat noted that cooperation with IMO could be explored to facilitate the retrieving 
of ownership or beneficial ownership information through the Global Record only to authorities 
(National Focal Points of the Global Record, National Contact Points of PSMA, etc.) and/or to those 
access restricted systems for which the information is relevant, such as the GIES users when receiving 
an advance request for port entry. Notwithstanding, The FAO Secretariat assured the GRWG of an 
extensive study prior. 

11. The FAO Secretariat recalled in relation to the possible addition of a crew module that though the 
GRWG had advised the “FAO Secretariat to assess the benefits of the inclusion of a crew module to be 
included in the Global Record, in consultation with the Secretariat of the ILO and IMO, to be considered 
at the next GRWG”, the assessment has not yet been undertaken due to lack of resources.  

12. The FAO Secretariat highlighted that unlike the first version of the FAO Global Record, the current 
version does not have a deep-hyperlink connection to relevant modules of the IMO Global Integrated 
Shipping Information System (GISIS) which had been recommended by the GRWG. The JWG5 
recommended reinstating the link to be able to access to relevant information about the vessel in the 
various systems of FAO, IMO and ILO to support the fight against IUU fishing and related matters. 

ASSISTANCE TO DEVELOPING STATES 
13. The FAO Secretariat presented on activities carried out and plans going forward to supporting the 
uptake of the Global Record by states as undertaken under the FAO Global Capacity Development 
Programme with the support of financial contributions from the European Union, and the Republic of 
Korea. This related to activities covering, awareness raising, support to attend GRWG meetings, in-
country technical assistance for the assessment of national systems or IT support for automatic linkages, 
backstopping support, through a dedicated Help Desk and direct training on the Global Record.  
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ADOPTION OF CONCLUSIONS OF THE MEETING 
The GRWG recommends that; 

1. States are encouraged to submit and update information on their vessels in the Global Record, 
especially considering the developments in information sharing on port State measures 
through the PSMA Global Information Exchange System (GIES) which requires reliable 
information on the identity of vessels. 

2. Whilst considering the importance of reporting the information on vessel type using the 
ISSCFV codification, the Secretariat should introduce intermediate options for those cases 
where vessel type is not communicated using the ISSCFV codification to categorize vessels in 
other ways, reflecting the three broad groups of the Global Record (fishing vessels, 
refrigerated transport vessels and supply vessels) as a minimum. 

3. The Secretariat to conduct Studies on the feasibility and implications of obtaining and sharing 
ultimate beneficiary ownership information. In order to address data privacy concerns, and 
without prejudice for a decision to be taken on the possible inclusion of beneficial ownership 
information,  it is recommended that a restricted access area of the Global Record, only 
accessible to the flag states in the Global Record and to the flag and port States in the GIES 
when the vessel requests entry into port, be created to host ownership related information 
including, owner, operator and beneficial owner, recognizing the importance of these pieces 
of information for due diligence processes under flag, coastal, port and market State 
responsibilities.    

4. Subject to availability of financial support, the Secretariat should initiate the assessment of the 
feasibility, technical modalities, and benefits of inclusion and development of a crew module 
to be included in the Global Record in consultation with the Secretariats of IMO and ILO, to 
be considered, at a GRWG meeting. 

5. To reintroduce a deep hyperlink to the IMO’s GISIS system for accessing additional relevant 
information contained in that system. 

6. The Secretariat will delete the Global Record field on information on the number of 
infringements for a vessel in the activity overview section, considering that this field is 
useless in the case States do not provide this information, and in case this information is 
provided, this could lead to misinterpretation. 

7. The Secretariat should continue to provide technical assistance for the use and 
implementation of the Global Record to developing states, including to small island 
developing states, and to expand to other beneficiary states requesting assistance, through 
increased collaboration with additional potential donors. 

8. Global Record National Focal Points for vessel registration shall resolve any discrepancies 
detected in the Global Record resulting from the use of GIES in the shortest delay. 

DATE AND VENUE FOR THE NEXT MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP  
14. The FAO Secretariat noted that the next meeting will take be in January 2024 and encouraged 
interested Member States who wish to host to contact the Secretariat. 

CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 
15. The meeting was closed at 16.40 hours. 
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APPENDIX A 

AGENDA AND TIMETABLE 

Tuesday 19 March 2024 
Morning, 10:00 – 12:30 
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2. Adoption of the agenda and arrangements for the meeting  
3. State of affairs of the Global Record 
4. Key considerations for the Global Record moving forward 
5. Assistance to developing states  
6. Adoption of conclusions of the meeting  
7. Date and venue for the next meeting of the Working Group  
8. Closure of the meeting 

 

 



5 
 

 

APPENDIX B 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 
ANGOLA 
 
David MARTINS 
Director of Information Technology, 
Communication and Imagem 
Ministerio das pescas e recursos marinhos 
Luanda 
E-mail: david.martins@pescangolaep.co.ao 
 
Nascimento JOAO 
Chefe de departamento de inspeccao e 
fiscalizacao 
Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources 
Luanda 
E-mail: nascimentofostersnfpa@gmail.com 
 
BENIN  
 
Urbain Thibauthéon BRITO 
Directeur de la Production Halieutiques et 
Point Focal PSMA  
Cotonou 
E-mail: cresusfr2004@yahoo.fr 
 
CAMBODIA 
 
Kimchhea CHHUON 
Deputy Director  
Department of Fishing Affairs  
Phnom Penh 
E-mail: kimchhea@yahoo.com 
 
CANADA 
 
Harris WILLIAM 
Policy Analyst 
E-mail: william.harris@dfo-mpo.gc.ca 
 
CHINA 
 
Li YANAN 
Associate Researcher, Shanghai Ocean 
University 
E-mail: liyananxiada@yeah.net  
 

ECUADOR  
 
Roberto Carlos LOOR SOLORZANO  
Analista de análisis y procesamiento 2 
Ministerio de producción, comercio exterior, 
inversiones y pesca 
E-mail: rloor@produccion.gob.ec 
 
EUROPEAN UNION (MEMBER 
ORGANIZATION)  
 
Marc RICHIR 
International Relations Officer 
EC Directorate General Maritime Affairs and 
Fisheries 
Brussels 
E-mail: Marc.Richir@ec.europa.eu 
 
Maris BERZINS 
Policy Officer, Directorate General for 
Maritime Affairs and Fisheries 
E-mail: Maris.BERZINS@ec.europa.eu 
 
FIJI 
 
Samuela Akosita CAVORA 
Fisheries Assistant Enforcement  
E-mail: cavora.akosita@gmail.com 
 
Meli RAICEBE  
Acting Principal fisheries Officer - Offshore 
E-mail: raicebe.meli@gmail.com 
 
FRANCE  
 
Mathilde SBINNE  
Chargée de mission lutte contre la pêche INN  
Paris 
E-mail: mathilde.sbinne@mer.gouv.fr 
 
GHANA 
 
Alexander ADU-ANTWI 
Legal & IUU Compliance Officer 
Fisheries Commission Ghana 
Accra 
E-mail: alexander-antwi@fishcom.gov.gh 
 



6 
 

 

Fred Kwasi ANTWI-BOADU   
Executive Director  
Fisheries Commission Ghana 
Accra 
E-mail: fred.antwi-boadu@fishcom.gov.gh 
 
ICELAND 
 
Njáll RAGNARSSON  
MCS Specialist  
E-mail: njall.ragnarsson@fiskistofa.is 
 
MALTA 
 
Jonathan FORMOSA 
Assistant Manager 
E-mail: jonathan.formosa@gov.mt 
 
Vella Cardona ADAM 
Assistant Manager 
E-mail: adam.vella-cardona@gov.mt 
 
MEXICO 
 
Ruiz Rodriguez Carlos ALONSO   
Director de Inspección y vigilancia pesquera 
DIGAPROCER UNICAM SEMAR 
E-mail: digaprocer.ofp_divm@semar.gob,mx; 
carlos.ruiz.rdz@gmail.com 
 
NORWAY 
 
Kristin FROTVEDT   
Senior Adviser  
E-mail: krfro@fiskeridir.no  
 
PANAMA 
 
Yinibeth NUNEZ  
Captadora De Datos  
E-mail: ynunez@arap.gob.pa 
 
Vivian QUIROS  
Asistente Tecnico  
E-mail: vquiros@arap.gob.pa 
 
Chu Lenin Antonio AGUILAR  
Jefe De Gestion Empresarial  
E-mail: laguilar@arap.gob.pa 
 
Alexis PENA  
Secretario General  
E-mail: alexisp@arap.gob.pa; 
alexisp@amp.gob.pa 
 

Nunez Augusto Samuel VEGA  
Jefe De Inspeccion Encargado  
E-mail: a.vega@arap.gob.pa 
 
Hamed TUÑÓN 
General Administrator 
 
PERU 
 
Karl Pavel Alvarez HUAMAN 
Ingeniero Pesquero 
E-mail: kalvarez@produce.gob.pe 
 
PHILIPPINES  
 
Aldrin Jude MADALAG 
Focal Person, Global Records 
Bureau of fisheries and aquatic resources 
Quezon city 
E-mail: amadalag@bfar.da.gov.ph 
 
Glenn PADRO 
Senior Fishing Regulations Officer 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
Koronadal City 
E-mail: gpadro@bfar.da.gov.ph 
 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA 
 
Jung YOONSUK  
Deputy Director of Distant-Water Fisheries 
Division 
E-mail: sporyoun@korea.kr 
 
Jung CHUNHEE  
Assistant Director 
E-mail: juju4444@korea.kr 
 
Lee JOOYOUN  
Policy Analyst 
E-mail: henato@korea.kr 
 
SENEGAL  
 
Mariam TALL 
Juriste chef du bureau étude, coopération et 
législation  
E-mail: mariametall@hotmail.fr 
 
Jupiter LO 
Coordonnateur Cellule Communication 
Ministère des pêches et de l'économie 
maritime 
E-mail: jupiterlo@hotmail.com 
 

mailto:jonathan.formosa@gov.mt


7 
 

 

Ibrahima DIOUF 
Chef de la Division de la pêche industrielle 
E-mail: ivesdiouf@gmail.com 
 
THAILAND  
 
Thira RODCHEVID 
Fishery Biologist 
Department of Fisheries 
Bangkok 
E-mail: thirar.dof@gmail.com  
 
TONGA 
 
Kalolaine MANUOPANGAI  
Observer Coordinator and VMS Officer  
E-mail: kmanuopangai@gmail.com 
 
TÜRKIYE 
 
Turgay TÜRKYILMAZ 
Deputy Director-General 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
General Directorate of Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 
Ankara 
E-mail: turgay.turkyilmaz@tarimorman.gov.tr; 
turgay.turkyilmaz@tarim.gov.tr 
 
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT 
BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND 
 
Katrina O’Donoghue  
Senior Marine Officer  
E-mail: 
Katrina.O’Donoghue@marinemanagement.org
.uk 
 
Gerlinde SCHAEFFTER 
Senior Policy Advisor  
E-mail: Gerlinde.Schaeffter@defra.gov.uk 
 
URUGUAY 
 
Andrea LANNI HORTIGUERA  
Inspectora Estado Rector de Puertos 
E-mail: orops@mgap.gub.uy 
 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
David PEARL  
Supervisory Investigative Analyst 
E-mail: david.pearl@noaa.gov 
 

Cheri McCARTY 
Senior Foreign Affairs Specialist 
E-mail: cheri.mccarty@noaa.gov 
 
VANUATU 
 
Jino Suaki  
Senior VMS Officer 
E-mail: jsuaki@fisheries.gov.vu 
 
VIET NAM 
 
Ngo THI THANH  
Official of Science, Technology and 
International Cooperation Division in charge 
of international cooperation in the prevention 
and combat againt IUU fishing 
E-mail: thanhhuong383@gmail.com 
 
PAPUA NEW GUINEA  
 
Martina Bubula RAGAGALO 
Fisheries Inspector 
E-mail: mragagalo993@gmail.com 
 
Davewills NUNGU  
Catch Documentation and Certification Unit – 
Manager 
E-mail: dnungu@fisheries.gov.pg 
 
SAUDI ARABIA 
 
Khalid ALSHAYE 
Consultant in Marine Fisheries Management 
E-mail: shaye@mewa.gov.sa 
 
Ageeli ESSA 
Director Marine Fishery, Jazan 
E-mail: E17898@mewa.gov.sa 
 
SPAIN 
 
Luis RECIO PAREDES  
Inspector de Pesca Maritima IUU team  
E-mail: claborda@mapa.es 
 
Gonzalo DELGADO GONZÁLEZ 
Técnico Gestión Área de lucha contra la pesca 
ilegal 
Ministerio de agricultura, pesca y alimentación 
E-mail: gdelgado@mapa.es 
 



8 
 

 

THE NETHERLANDS 
 
Mark NIJSTEN  
Head of IUU Department 
E-mail: M.Nijsten@nvwa.nl 
 
Milan JAGT  
International Fisheries Data Manager  
E-mail: milan.jagt@rvo.nl 
 
Darco Erkens  
Fisheries Inspector  
E-mail: D.g.m.Erkens@nvwa.nl 
 
 
OBSERVERS FROM 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 
 
 
NORTH-WEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES 
ORGANIZATION 
 
Aker Jana  
Fisheries Management Coordinator 
North-west Atlantic Fisheries Organization 
E-mail: jaker@nafo.int  
 
NORTH-EAST ATLANTIC FISHERIES 
COMMISSION 
 
Hrannar MÁR ÁSGEIRSSON 
Monitoring Control and Surveillance Officer  
North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission  
E-mail: hrannar@neafc.org  
 

OBSERVERS FROM INTERNATIONAL 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 
 
GLOBAL FISHING WATCH 
 
Mariana Bolaños BLANCO  
International Policy Officer  
E-mail: 
mariana.blanco@globalfishingwatch.org 
 
Michele KURUC  
Senior Advisor, Policy and Initiatives, Global 
Programs  
E-mail: michele.kuruc@globalfishingwatch.org 
 

Krizia MATTHEWS  
International Policy Officer  
E-mail: 
krizia.matthews@globalfishingwatch.org 
 
PEW CHARITABLE TRUSTS 
 
Elaine YOUNG  
Officer  
Ending Illegal Fishing, International Fisheries  
E-mail: eyoung@pewtrusts.org 
 
THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 
 
Jun CHENG  
China Ocean Program Manager 
E-mail: jun.cheng@tnc.org 
 
PSMA SECRETARIAT 
 
Matthew CAMILLERI 
Senior Fisheries Officer 
Leader, Fisheries - Global and Regional 
Processes 
Secretary, PSMA 
E-mail: Matthew.Camilleri@fao.org 
 
Alicia MOSTEIRO 
Fishery Officer (PSMA/IUU Fishing) 
Fisheries - Global and Regional Processes 
E-mail: Alicia.Mosteiro@fao.org 
 
Rebecca SACKEY-MENSAH 
Fishery Officer (Information Exchange) 
Fisheries - Global and Regional Processes 
E-mail: Rebecca.SackeyMensah@fao.org 
 
 



 

 

APPENDIX C 

 

LIST OF DOCUMENTS 
 

GRWG7/2024/1 Provisional Agenda and Timetable 

GRWG7/2024/2 Provisional annotated agenda and timetable 

GRWG7/2024/3 Discussion items 

GRWG7/2024/Inf.1 List of documents 

GRWG7/2024/Inf.2 List of participants 

GRWG7/2024/Inf.3 Report of the Sixth meeting of the Global Record Working Group 

GRWG7/2024/Inf.4 Report of the Third meeting of the PSMA Open-ended Technical 
Working Group on Information Exchange (TWG-IE) 

http://www.fao.org/fi/static-media/MeetingDocuments/GlobalRecord/GRWG4/1e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/fi/static-media/MeetingDocuments/GlobalRecord/GRWG4/2e.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5025e.pdf


 

 

 

Blurb 


	PREPARATION OF THIS DOCUMENT
	ABSTRACT
	OPENING OF THE MEETING
	ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE MEETING
	STATE OF AFFAIRS OF THE GLOBAL RECORD
	KEY CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE GLOBAL RECORD MOVING FORWARD
	ASSISTANCE TO DEVELOPING STATES
	ADOPTION OF CONCLUSIONS OF THE MEETING
	DATE AND VENUE FOR THE NEXT MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP
	CLOSURE OF THE MEETING
	APPENDIX A


	AGENDA AND TIMETABLE
	APPENDIX B

	LIST OF PARTICIPANTS
	APPENDIX C

	LIST OF DOCUMENTS

