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Provision of advice on status of stocks

e SACand WGBS provide a yearly advice on the status of main
commercial stocks, currently focusing on priority species

 The collection of information on the status of stocks is
supported by the GFCM Data Collection Reference Framework
(DCRF), that includes a dedicated tool to compile information
required to perform (and replicate) stock assessment

e Since 2016, the GFCM publish a biennial report on the Status
of Mediterranean and Black Sea Fisheries (SOMFI), that
includes an overview of the status of stocksin the region

e [n2017, GFCM CPCs launched a mid-term strategy towards the
sustainability of Mediterranean and Black Sea stocks, in

o support of the strategic objectives of the GFCM, as well as

':} - international commitments such as SDGs and FAO Strategic
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TARGET 1

Reverse the
declining trend of
fish stocks
through
strengthened
scientific advice
in support of
management

Improve, by 2020,
the sustainability
of Mediterranean
and BlackSea
fisheries

TARGET 3

Curb IUU
fishing through
a regional plan

of action




Priority species for SAC and WGBS

The approach also includes a list of priority species
for which advice should be sought
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GFCM Data Collection Reference
Framework (DCRF)

Designed to:

- facilitate the systematic and standardized
transmission of data by CPCs, so that they
can be stored, managed and made available
for analysis by the GFCM'’s different
scientific bodies.
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Example of yearly advice from the SAC:
Overall status of stocks in the Mediterranean

42 stocks discussed, assessment provided for 35 of them

Exploitation status
« 7 sustainably exploited
« 1 ecologically unbalanced with low fishing mortality

« 27 other stocks were outside safe biological limits

« The status of European eel remains critical

Overall, 20% of the stocks assessedin 2016 are considered
to be within biologically safe limits while 80% of the stocks
are considered to be outside biologically safe limits.

Note: Figures above reflects only the last assessed year, regional
indicator still under technical discussion




Example of yearly advice from the WGBS:
Overall status of stocks in the Black Sea

Exploitation status
« 1 sustainably exploited (sprat)
« 1 overexploited and in overexploitation (turbot)
« 3 in overexploitation (anchovy, whiting, horse mackerel)
1 stock depleted (piked dogfish)




Example of yearly advice on the status of
priority species (e.g. hake)

Catch Overexploitation .
-- MetnodUSed | index (Fyy/Foo)

01&03 XSA*, FLBRP 8.5 Reduce F
WM 05 110.6 XSA* 7.9 Reduce F
WM 06 3554 XSA* 8 Reduce F
WM o7 1115.7  XSA* 12.8 Reduce F
WM 09 1048 SS3*, FLBRP 4.5 Reduce F
CM 12-16 3958.2  XSA* 7.5 Reduce F
AS 17-18 5378 SS3* 2.3 Reduce F

All stocks of hake are considered in overexploitation, on
average it continues to have the highest overexploitation
rate of all species assessed (average = 7.4 versus 6 in

- 2015)
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Example of yearly advice on
expected trends depending
on management measures

; Implementing progressive measures
. consistent with Rec.
o GFCM/37/2013/1 but setting the
/\J\/\/vf'_\ target to achieve Bpa by 2018 and
FMSY by 2020 also yielded final SSB
above Blim, and predicted average

catches to recover for sardine, but
not for anchovy




Information provided by the report on the Status of
Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries
(SoMFi 2016)

enls /% of lotal calches assessed

M of unique Slock assessm

Year
.'.'a af lolal calches assessed

— M SIOCK assessments

Average overexploitation
rates around 2.5

Around 40% of the

catches assessed
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Information provided by the report on the Status of
Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries
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Contribution of GFCM to regional/global
perspectives

« GFCM participates in several initiatives to assess the overall
status of Mediterranean and Black seas:

« UNEnvironment / MAP Ecosystem Approach: Good
Environmental Status of the Mediterranean Sea

« Black Sea Commission: Good Environmental Status of
Black Sea

« GFCM SAFs provide information to FIRMS factsheets

« Up top 40 fact sheets of recent stock assessments
uploaded to FIRMS

« Cross-checking and discussion between FIRMS and GFCM
Secretariats to ensure compatibility of advice provided
(when differences in criteria found, solution proposed)




Ongoing discussion on the harmonization of
methods for the estimation of the status of

stocks at regional level

« Thereis a need to make global assessmentcompatible with
regional views, while maintaining general methods applicable in
all regions.

« FAO Fisheries Department and GFCM Secretariat currently
addressing discrepancies on the reporting on the state of
Mediterranean and Black Sea stocks through SoMFi (regional) and
SOFIA (Global)

« Assessment does not address the same stocks: potential to identify
priority stocks that should be included in both assessments

« How to incorporate information on not assessed stocks? Based on basic
indicators, data limited stock assessment methods, etc.

« How to aggregate stocks towards a regional view? All stocks given the
same importance, or some weighting is needed?

« Definition of stock boundaries is different (SOFIA aggregates everything
at regional level, SOMFi depends on state of the art of scientific advice to
define the limits)
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