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Protection of
traditional knowledge

relevant to plant genetic
resources for food and
agriculture (Art.9.2a).

Recognition of
the enormous
contribution

that local and indigenous
communities and farmers of all
regions of the world have made and
will continue to make for the
conservation and development
of plant genetic
resources (Art.9.1).

Rights that farmers
have to save, use,
exchange and sell
farm saved seed/
propagating
material,

subject to national
EWERGES
appropriate
(Art. 9.3).

Participation in making decisions,
at the national level, on matters

related to the conservation and

sustainable use of plant
genetic resources for food
and agriculture
(Art. 9.2c).

Farmers’ Rights
underthe
International Treaty

The International Treaty is the first
legally-binding international instrument
that explicitly acknowledges the
enormous contribution of farmers and
indigenous communities to developing
and managing crops and other plant
genetic resources for food and agriculture
(PGRFA) - the basis of our food supply.
For millennia, farmers and indigenous
communities have taken care of the seed

and plants that feed us all. And they
continue contributing to the conservation
and sustainable use of these resources
now and in the future.

In recognition of this contribution, Article
9 of the International Treaty is devoted
to Farmers’ Rights. The Preamble of

the International Treaty states that “the
past, present and future contributions

of farmers in all regions of the world,
particularly those in centres of origin and
diversity, in conserving, improving and
making available these resources, is the
basis of Farmers’ Rights.”



How does the
International

Treaty sqppl\

The International Treaty calls on its Contracting ™
Parties and all nations to protec.tand promote the

rlgh.ts ofsmallholderfarmers,ﬁag‘y in terms NS
~ of protecting their rlghtstothelr‘ and thelr.

Everyone can pramo_tg.thg lm}gi‘g
realization of Farmers Right ion
and institutional cap ¥ luding Contracting
Parties of the International Treaty, local and
indigenous communities and farmers, research and
academigiinstitutions, civil society organizations,
the public and pfivate sector, funding instituti

and interested stakeholdersi=
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Examples of practices,
measures and
experiences for the
realization of
Farmers’ Rights

The Inventory of national measures,
best practices, and lessons learned
from the realization of Farmers’ Rights,
as setoutin Article 9 of the International
Treaty, presents a catalogue of measures
and practices. It was developed by the Ad
Hoc Technical Expert Group on Farmers’
Rights, based on its mandate from the
Governing Body at its Seventh Session. The
examples are organized into 11 categories:

1) Recognition of local and indigenous
communities’, farmers’ contributions

to conservation and sustainable use of
PGRFA, such as awards and recognition
of custodian/guardian farmers.

Financial contributions to support
farmers’ conservation and sustainable
use of PGRFA, such as contributions to
benefit-sharing funds.

3) Approaches to encourage income-
generating activities to support farmers’
conservation and sustainable use of
PGRFA.

Catalogues, registries and other forms of
documentation of PGRFA and protection
of traditional knowledge.
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5) Insitu and on-farm conservation and
management of PGRFA, such as social
and cultural measures, community
biodiversity management and
conservation sites.

Facilitation of farmers’ access to a

diversity of PGRFA and protection of

traditional knowledge.

Participatory approaches to research

on PGRFA, including characterization

and evaluation, participatory plant
breeding and variety selection.

Farmers’ participation in decision-

making at local, national, subregional,

regional and international levels.

9) Training, capacity development and

public awareness creation.

10) Legal measures for the
implementation of Farmers’ Rights,
such as legislative measures related to
PGRFA.

11) Other measures and practices.
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For an updated list of measures and
practices related to implementing
Farmers’ Rights, and to learn more about
this, visit: https://bit.ly/FR-inventory
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Options to encourage,
guide and promote the
realization of Farmers’
Rights

Next to the Inventory, the
“Options for encouraging,
guiding, and promoting the
realization of Farmers’ Rights
as setoutin Article 9 of the
International Treaty” provides
numerous options based on
actual measures, best practices
and experiences of the Contracting
Parties and stakeholders from
across the globe.

The Ad hoc Technical Expert Group
on Farmers’ Rights developed

the Options, drawing on the
experiences of Contracting Parties
and stakeholders, as shared in the
Inventory.

Visit the Options paper at:
https://bit.ly/FR-Options




ure. It enables us to adapt to
ental conditions, for example
change, and helps us ensure global
lder farmers and indigenous

[ uni icularly those in centres of origin

P and dli';gréity, n guardians of the world’s

ant genétic reso for millennia, and they

ue to play a crucial role in maintaining the

[ verglty of our food crops.

: ealigjrlé Farmers’ Rights enables farmers to
gfnue to maintain, develop and manage crop
etic resources, and recognizes and rewards
" them for their mduspensable contribution to the
global pool of genetic resources.
o
Since farmers are custodians and developers of
crop genetic diversity in the field, their rights in this
regard are critical ifthey are to be able to maintain
i %otal role for food security. The innovations
~0 offarmers are the foundation of modern plant
N breeding, since agriculture was founded on the
artificial selection of desirable traits, which resulted
in domestication. The variety of foods available to
humanity t%day is due, in large part, to farmers’
continuous éff_ortsin this regard. ¥
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Learn more
and get
involved

For most recent developments on the
implementation of Farmers’ Rights in the context
of the International Treaty, visit: www.fao.org/
plant-treaty/areas-of-work/farmers-rights/en/

For an overview of resources, including the
Options paper, Inventory, background papers,
events, educational modules and interactive
courses on Farmers’ Rights, visit:
https://bit.ly/FR-resources

Invitation to submit measures, experiences,
practices and lessons learned on
implementing Farmers’ Rights

Contracting Parties, farmers’ organizations,
stakeholders and relevant organizations are
invited to submit practices and experiences

on implementing Article 9 of the International
Treaty by using the template for submission. The
template is available in English, French, Spanish,
and Arabic.

To submit measures and practices, or for any
queries, please contact the Secretariat
(PGRFA-Treaty@fao.org).



For more
information
and access to
resources, scan:

Contact
International Treaty on Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture

Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations

Website: www.fao.org/plant-treaty

Tel: +39 0657052731
E-mail: pgrfa-treaty@fao.org
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